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(ADVERTISEMENT... 


Tis Hiſtory of tte Oy arc 15 a. 5 
Adam to Moſes, inelufively, in os Vo- | 
lumes, was all I intended to give from 
the Preſs. The favourable reception 
with which that Work has been ho- 
noured, induces me to hope that it may 
have been uſeful; and encourages me to 
comply with a requeſt repeatedly made, 
that I would publiſh, at leaſt, the ſubjefts | 
of this Volume, they having been pecu- 
liarly acceptable from the Pulpit. Being 
an attempt to delineate the ſemale cha- 
rater, from real examples, it may, per- 
haps, have the merit of intereſt with 5 
readers of that ſex. And if it ſhall, in f 
any degree, ſerve 0 maintain their 

import- 
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importance, and to promote their im- 
provement, ſociety will have gained 
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ſome what from the publication. I re- 
ſpekifulhy ſubmit i it, ſuch as it is, to che 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. /p'r © & 
Gen. ii. 18.—And the Lord God ſaid, It is not 

good that the man ſhould be alone, IL. will make 

bim a an belp- meet for bim. V 


. 5 . E r II. . ih e 


Nilo of Deborah. 1 33 


1 . iv. 4, 5. — And Deborah a e the 
: wife of Lapidoth,: ſhe judged Iſrael at that _—_ 5 
And ſhe dwelt under the palm-tree of Deborah, 1 

between Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim: 
and the children of Iſrael came 2 to her for . 
e 5 f 


de 
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L E S r R E 3", 8 8 0 8 
Hiſtory of Deborah. 1 


* 


Judg. ! iv. 21—23. — Then Jael Heber's. wiſe took BNV: 
a nail of the tent, and took an hammer in her 
hand, and went ſoftly unto him, and: ſmote the 


"maj into his temples, and 'faſtene & 3t into the 


4 „ ground: 7 Th 


"7: eo rs. 


ground: for he Was faſt aſleep. and. . weary. 80 
he died. And behold, as Barak purſued Siſera, | 
Jael game him, and ſaid unto hin, 
Come, and 1 will ſhew. thee. the man whom tho 
7 ſeekeſt. And when he Ta came into her tent, be- | 
| hold, Siſera lay dead, and the nail was in his 
temples. | So God ſubdued on that day. Jabin the 


| king of Canaan before the children of Iſrael. 


* 


* 
: 15 E. ©; T v R 2 w. . 

N pe Hiſtory of Deborah. 8 79 
. | Judg, V. 1 hen ſang Deborah, and Barak the | 
ſon of Abinoam, on that day, ſaying, Praiſe ye 

the Lord for the avenging of Lirge], when the 

people willingly offered themſelves. "Hear, Oye 
kings; give ear, O ye princes: I, even I will ſing 

unto the Lord; I will fing praiſe to the Lord 

God of Iſrael. Lord, when thou wenteſt out of 

Seir, when thou marchedſt out of the field of 
Edom, the earth trembled, and the heavens drop- 
ped, the clouds alſo dropped water. The moun= 

tains melted from before the Lord, even that 

Sinai from before the Lord God of Iſrael. 


LE" > p UR E v. 
Hiſtory of Deborah. Wo. 


Judg. Va. 1a, 13—Awake, awake, Nd awake, 
zwake, utter a ſong : ile, Barak, and lead thy 
s. 895 | captivity 


265 


c 0 Nr E r 1 ilk) 


captivity captive, thou ſan, 1 * Wea . 
| he made him that remgigeth have dominion, over * > 
the nobles among we Mite: the Ho dle 


have Sewn an ou 1 


5 LET, VU R E „ = 
Hiſtory of Deborah. 19) EY 


© Judy. v. 20, 21. —They fought 4 1 the 
ſtars in their bourſes fought againft Sifera, The 
river of Kihen ſwept them away, that ancient 

"x liver, the river Kiſhon: Oo hay ſoul, thou Haſt 85 

= trodden down OR” "WRT 
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Hiſtory of Ruh. 149 


N - Ruth i * 15. Now it came to duly 3 in the a * 
ET ages ruled, that there was a. famine 

in the Land. And a certain man of Beth. lenem- 
Juda vent to ſojourn in the country of Moab, 

be and his wife and his two ſons,” And the 
eme of the man was Elimelech, and the name 


of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two ſons 
Mehlon and Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lchem- 
Judah. And they came into the country of Moab, 
and continued there. And Elimelech Naomi' 8 
huſband died; and- ſhe was left and her two ſons. 
And they took them wiyes of the women ol Moab ; 
22 | the 


n 6 | 
AV . 


| both of ** n; 2 
a two "Ron" and her buſband. 


98 ry Ar, v, 5 E vu. 


„ Hiſtory of Ruth. i x7 
Ruth . e bey litt up their! voice, and by 


wept again: and Orpah kiſſed her mother - in- law; 
but Ruth clave unto her. And ſhe ſaid, Behold, 
thy ſiſter-in-law is gone back unto her people, and 7. 
unto her gods: return thou after thy ſiſter in 
law. And Ruth ſaid, Intreat me not to leave 
thee, or to return from following after thee : for 
Whither thou goeſt, I will g go; and where thou 
luoadgeſt, I will lodge: thy people ſhall be my 
people, and thy God my God? Where thou 
dieſt, will T die, and there will I be buried: the 
| .ord do ſo to me, and more als, if o ht but 
death part thee and me. When ſhe an me 


Was ſtedfaſtiy minded to go with W then ſhe 
Joſt n unto her. . 


I nl Fer e e e 
Hiſtory of Ruth, 205 


= Ruth i. 19—22,—-So they two went until they came 
18 do Beth-lehem, And it came to paſs when they 


t 


were come to Beth-lehem, that all the city was 


moved about them; and they ſaid, Is this Naomi? 
And ſhe ſaid unto: them, Call me not Naomi, | 
| call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very | 
went out full, and the Lord 
pty: why then 
rd Hath teſtified 4 


” bitterly with me. 
bath brought me home again 
call ye me Naomi, ſeeing the 

againſt me, and the Almighty hath afflicted me? 
80 Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabiteſs 
her daughter-in-law with her, which returned 


out of the country of Moab. And they came to 
2 ws and in the nt of . 


1 E er * 
| Hiſtory of Rüth. 


* 


225 : 


| Ruth ii. —3 —And Napmi hadjf kinſman of her 1 


| huſband's, a mighty man of wealth, of the family y 


of Elimelech; and his name was Boaz, And 
Ruth the Moabiteſs ſaid unto Naomi, Let me 


Kindred of Elimelech. 


Sas 


a'3 


/ = 


5. 5 


no go to the field, and glean ears of corn after 
bim in whoſe ſight I ſhall find ghee. And ſhe 
; aid unto her, Go, my daughter, And ſhe went, 7 
and came, and gleaned i in_the field af t 
* ers: and her hap was to light on a part of the 
7 feld belonging unto Boaz, who was of the 


' LECTURE 


pe E 0 T: 1 * * . 
| 6g Wor Rory. of Ruth. 249 


— -And behold, Boaz came fas Beth-le- 
"ot and laid unto the reapers, The Lord be 


with | you: ad they anſwered him, The Lord 
bleſs . 5 ff 


| Hiſtory a of Ruth. 0. 


+ 1 


Ruth i ü. 5—17 {Tis ſaid Now: unto his ſervant 


| that was ſet over the reapers, Whoſe damſel is 


this? And 'the rvant that was ſet over the reap- 
ers anſwered: 'and fail, It is the Moabitiſh dam- 
ſel that came back with Naomi out of the country 

of Moab: And ſhe ſaid, I pray you, let me glean, 4 
and gather after the reapers amongſt the ſheaves: , 


. fo ſhe came, and hath continued even from the 


morning until now, that ſhe tarried a little in the 
Pin ſaid Boaz unto Ruth, Heareſt 

thou not, my daughter: ? Go not to glean in ano- 

ther field, neither go from hence, but abide here 

falt by 

field that they do reap, and go thou after them: . 
have I not charged the young men that they ſhall 
not, zouch thee? and when thou art athirft, go 

unto the veſſels, and drink of that which the 


young 


| houſe. 


maidens. | Let "thine eyes be on the 5 


4 0 * * E M „ oi 
| young men dare Grabes Then the fell on ber 
face, and bowed herſelf to the ground, and ſaid 
unto him, Why have I found grace in thine eyes, : 
that thou ſhouldeſt-take knowledge of me, ſeeing . 
a0 am a ſtranger? And Boar. anſwered and faid 
unto her, It hath fully been ſhewed me all that 
thou haſt done unto thy mother-in-law fince the 
death of thine huſband : and how thou haſt left 


_ thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy 


nativity, and art come unto a people which thou 
| kneweſt' not heretofore, The Lord recompenſe 


. thy work, and A full reward be given thee of the 


ee God of Iſrael, under whoſe wings thou art 
come to truſt, Then ſhe ſaid, Let me find favour 
in thy ſight, my lord; for that thou haſt com- 
forted me, and for that thou haſt ſpdken friendly 
unto thine handmaid, though be not like unto 


one of thy handmaidens. And Boaz faid unto 
her, At meal- time come thou hither, and eat of 
| the bread, and dip thy morſel in the vinegar. And 


ſhe fat beſide the reapers: and he reached her | 


parched corn, and ſhe did eat, was ſufficed, 

and left. And when ſhe was riſen up to glean, 
Boaz .commanded bis young men, ſaying, Let 
ber enn even among the ſheaves, and reproach her 
not, And let fall alſo Tome of the handfuls of 
e for her, and leave them that ſhe may glean - 
them, wu rebuke her not., 80 the gleaned in 


„ the 


Ml o r EMT Ss. 
the field until even, and beat out that ſhe had 


j 


| with thee? 


"Shaved: and. it was 2 an "IRON of * 


he * c T U. R E XII. 
Hiſtory of Ruth. ks, gol 


5 Ruth ii Ut. 1923 and iii. 1.— And ber in- 
law ſaid unte her, Where haſt thou gleaned to- 
day and where wroughteſt thou? bleſſed be he 
that did take knowledge of thee. And ſhe ſhewed 
her mother-in-law with whom ſhe had wrought, 
and ſaid, The man's name with whom I wrought 
4 to-day i is Boaz. And Naomi ſaid unto her daugh- 


ter· in- law, Bleſſed be he of the Lord, who hath 


not left off »his kindneſs to the living .and to 
4 the dead. And Naomi ſaid unto her, The man 
is near of kin unto us, one of our next kinſmen. 
And Ruth the Moabiteſs ſaid, He ſaid unto 
me alſo, Thou ſhalt keep faſt by my young men, 
until they have ended all my harveſt. , And Naomi 
. ſaid unto Ruth her daughter-in-law, It is good, 


my daughter, that thou go out with his maidens, | 
that they meet thee not in any other field. 80 


ſhe kept faſt by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto 
the end of barley-harveſt, and of wheat - harveſt; 


* I: oi 1 be ER : p 's 
and dwelt with her mother-in-Jaw. Then Naomi 


her mother-in-law ſaid unto her, My daughter, 


ſhall ] not ſeek reſt for thee, that it may be well 


LC TUBE 


8 8 on * * * „ 
. * 0 pi UV. * E *. 
&. iſtor of Ruth, 1 
Hino 3ü⁰ 8 
Row! iv. 13—17 lo Boaz took Ruth, and e 


| - was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the o 
= 10 gave ber conception, and ſhe bare à ſon. N. 2 
| And the women ſaid upto Naomi, ' Bleſſed be the 


a kinfnan, that his name may 15 famous in Iſrae], 
And he ſhall be unto thee a reſtoter of thy life, 3 
and a nouriſher of thine old age. For thy daugh- / 
ter- in- law, which loveth thee, which is better to 
thee than ſeven ſons, hath born him. And Naomi 
.- Mr took the child, and laid it in her boſom, and be- 

8 came nurſe unto it. And the women her nein 
bours gave it a name, ſaying, There is a ſon born . 
to Naomi, and they called his name Obed. He ws 
is the father of Jeſſe, the father of David. 


»* 


. R r DU RE RV. 
Hiſtory of Hannah, the Mother of. | 


: | Samuel, 4 | 57 
N Sam. i. er was a certain man of 
Ramathaim-zophim, of mount Ephraim, , and his 


name was Elkanah, the ſon of Jeroham, the fon INS 
of Elihu, the ſon of Tohu, the ſon, f Kupb, an - . . 
4 8 And he had two wives ; the pame +, + 3 


1 % Y : . 0 | * 
; p 7, 3 ** ; K - / | 
io : 


Ka Fe ” . 
* / N f > 9 
| x 15 11 3 
gs re FOE 


of the one, was Hinnah, od the name bf the other | 
Peninnah: at Peninuab had children, but Han- 
nah had no children. And this man pent up out 
bk his city yearly, to worſhip and to facrifice unto 
tte Lord of Hoſts in Shiloh. And the two ſons 
e Hophni and Phinehas, the priefts of the 
"© Lord were there. And when the time was that 
lk anah offered, he gave to Peginnah his wife, 
and to all her ens and her daughters, portions. 
; But unto Hannah be gave a worthy portion: for 
5 he loved Hannah; but che Lord had thut up her 
womb. And her adverſary alſo provoked her 
ſore, for to make her fret, becauſe the Lord had 
hut up her womb. And as he did ſo 1 
by year, when ſhe went up to the houſe of the Lord; 
"©  ifo ſhe provoked mer; ; therefore ſue wept, and did 
not eat, Then aid Elkanah her huſband to her, 
Hannah, why weepeſt thou? and why eateſt thou 
not? and why is thy heart grieved ? am not * 
beiter to thee than ten ſons? - OS 


— 


= 


LE CT VR * XVI. 
Hiſtory of Hannah. | 377 | 


** 1 Sem. i. 9—18.—80 Hannah roſe up aſter they 1 

>* | "had eaten in Shiloh, and after they had drank. 5 

„ Now Eli the prieſt ſat upon a ſeat by a poſt of 5 

N 4 * | I the wem of the Lord. And .ſhe' was in bitter- 
N a neſs of foul, and * unto hy Lord, and 3 ] 


8 


i ; . A 
: ; > p 4 . 
2 


| ſore. And me 8 a vob, and faid, 0 Lord 
of Hoſts, if tho wilt indeed look on the afſliction 


of thine hasdmaid, and remember me, and not 


forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine 


ee a man- child, then Iwill give him unto 


te Lord all the days of his life, and there 
een no Tafor come upon his head. And i it came 
to paſs as ſhe continued praying before the Lord, 
chat Eli marked her mouth. Now Hannali, the | 


ſpake in her heart, only her lips moved, but 


her voice was not heard: therefore Eli thought 1 
me had been drunken. And Eli ſaid td her, 


How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy 


Wine from thee. And Hannah anſwered and ſaid, 


þ No, my lord, 1 am a woingg, of a ſorrowful ſpirit : 
T ihave dr: Ene ther wine nor ſtrong drink, but 


have poured out my ſoul befote the Lord. Count 


not thine handmaid for a daughter of Belial : 
for out of the abundance 0 


ö | ſwered and faid, Go in peace: and che God of 


IIxael grant thee thy petition that thou haſt aſked 
of him. And ſhe ſaid, Let thine handmaid find 
grace in thy ſight, 80 the woman went her way, 
and did eat, and ber eountenance was no more 
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of my complaint and 
grief have I ſpoken hitherto. Then Eli an- 
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4 Kot: E c T v R xvi. 
Hiſtory of Hannah. or 


3 Sandy i. 19—23 And they aroſe up in the morn- 
5 ig early, and worſhipped before the Lord, and 
returned, and came to their houſe to Ramah: | 
and Elkanah knew Hannab his wife, and the 


| Lord remembe red her, Wherefore i it came to paſs, 
when the time was come about, after Hannah 


| 4 had conceived, that ſhe bare a ſon, and called his 5 
1 name Samuel, ſaying, Becauſe I have aſked bim of 
the Lord, And the man Elkanah, and all his 


| houſe, went up to offer unto the Lord the yearly 
aer ifice, and his, vow. . But Hannah went not 


| up: for ſhe ſaid unto her hu! nd, I will not go 


up until the child be weaned, and then 1 will bring 
him, that he may appear before the Lord, and 
there abide for ever. And Elkanah her huſband 
| ap faid unto her, Do what ſeemeth thee good; tarry 


until thou have weaned him; only the Lord eſta- 


bliſh his word. 80 the woman abode, and gave : 


2 ber ſon ſuck until ſhe weaned him. 


1 * 70 1 v R E XVIII. 
Hiſtory of Hannah, 421 


© FRO i. 24—28. — And when ſhe ts weaned him, 
"he took 1 up with dar with three bullocks, 


- and 


1 5 e 5 * 1 * * 7 . 2 * 


| Und one ephah of flour and a hotgle of wine, and 
55 brought bim unto! the vole of the Lord in Shi 1 
Joh. And the child was young. | JOE they flew 

a bullock, and brought the child 4 Eli. And 


the laid, O my lord, a8 thy ſoul liveth, my lord, 


1 am the woman that ſtood by thee here, praying 
unto the Lord. For this child 1 prayed; and 
the Lord hath given E my petition which 4 
| aſked of him. Therefore alſo I have lent bim 
to the Lord as long as he liveth; he mall be lent | 
4 to the ww" And he — the Lord . 


* 


run x. 


exalted in the Lord, my mouth is enlarged over 


4 


mine enemies: becauſe I rejoice in thy ſalvation. 
: There i is none holy as the Lord: for there is nene 
beſide thee: neither is there any rock like our 
1 God. Talk no more ſo exceeding proudly; let 
not arroganey come out of your mouth: for the 
Lordi is a God of knowledge, and by him actions 
are weighed. The bows of the mighty men are 
broken, and they that ſtumbled are girded with 
ſtrengtb. They that were full have hired out 
themſelyes for bread and they that were hungry 
- ceaſed 41 


"nth ory. Ke Hannah, | 441 


1 $f il. ie mala prayed, and ſaid, | 
My heart rejoiceth in the Lord: mine horn is 


xiv c 0 * TEN * 3. 
| Genſed; ſo that- the baten hach e and b 
e that hath many children is 20 W ple. The 
Lord killeth, and maketh alive: he iugeth domm 
to the grave, and bringeth up. The Lord maketh 
poor; and" eth rich: he bringeth low, and 
lifteth up. He raiſeth up the poor out of the 
duſt, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, 
to ſet them among pritices, and to make them 
inherit the throne. of glory: for the pillars of the 
earth are the Lord's, and he hath ſet the world 
upon them. He will keep the feet of his ſaints, 
and the wicked ſhall be ſilent in darkneſs: for by & 
ſtrength ſhall no man prevail. The ad : 


. heaven” ſhall he thunder upon .. the Lord 
ſhall judge. the ends of the earth; and be ſhall. 


give ſtrength unto his kiog, and exalt the been | 
* his nay. 


N 


— LS 
„ Hiſtory of Hannah. 465 


I 5 5 Sam. i ii. 2 ee 9 miniſtred before 
= 4 the Lord, being a child, girded with a linen ephod. 
„ Moreover his mother made him a little coat, and 
1 bcought it to him from year to year, when ſhe 

| a uame up with her buſband to offer the yearly fa- 

»* „ And Eli bleſſed Elkanah and his wife, 

** 1 ſaid, The Lord give thee ſeed of this woman, 

4 p for 


of the Lord ſhall be broken. to , pieces : out 8 2 
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"for the loan. which is lent tate Lond.” And they. 

: went unto. their own home. And. the Lord w- 
5 1 ſited Hannah, ſo that ſhe conceived and bare three 
"ſons and. 10-34 p428h And the 9 5 


el xxl. 


i 3 _ Hiſtory of Hannah. 
295 I 1 Sam, ii. 12—17, 23, 24. — Now the ſons of El 


4 5 were ſons of Belial : they knew not the Lord. 1 
5 ” . And the prieſts cuſtom with the people was, that wel 1 
ö when any man offered facrifice, the prieſts ſervant | - 


came, while the fleſh was in ſeething, with * 8 8 
fleſh djvok of three teeth in his hand; an he firuck MF 
o the pan, or. kettle, or ealdron;/ or pot: 
all that the fleſh-hook brought up, the prieſt took 5 oil 
| for himſelf: ſo they did in Shiloh unto all te &f 
| Ifraclites that came thither. Alſo before they ba 
burned the fat, the prieſt's ſervant came, und ſai . 
to the man that ſacrificed, Give fleſh to roaſt for 
the prieſt: for he will not baye ſodden fleſh of 
thee, but raw, And if any man fad und b. im, 
Let them not fail to burn the fat preſently, M 
then take as much as thy ſoul deſireth ; then 1 
he would anſwer him, Nay; but thou ſhalt give 6 
it me now: and if not, I will take it by force, 3 7 2 
Wherefore the In of * young men Was very OE we: 4 


8 
0 4. 
no 8 
Cd a : 
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+ 
| x7 ſine mn 


xvi c ONE * T 8. 


great before the Lord: for men bete the 
offering of che Lord. Now Ell was very old, and 

| heard all that his ſons did unto all Ifrael. And 

9 he ſaid unto them, Why do ye ſuch things ? For I 

| N hear of your evil dealings by all this peoples e Nay 
7 „ "ay ſons : for it is no good report that” bear 12 

C * . ye make the Lord 8 . to tranfgreſs. 0 
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| Hiſtory of Hannah. | PE 


1 3 ii. 26. —And Fog child S! grew on, | 
and was in favour both N the Lord and alſo 
A with men. e 
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' GENESIS ii, 5 18. 


AND THE LORD. GOD sal, iT 18 NOT '600D 
HAT THE MAN SHOULD- BE N 1 1 WII 


ant, HIM AN HELP, MEET FOR HIM. 
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1 bit che moſt ſimple and the juſteſt 
view of every ſubje& which they treat. 
And what ſubje& of importance to man 
do they not treat? The God who made 
us what we are, formed man after a mo- 


del, deſtined him for a ſpecial ſituation, 
and to fulfil' a ſpeciſic purpoſe. His 
faculties, his relations, his duties, his 
demands, his delights, were all, from the 
beginning, preſent to the eye of his 
Creator ; and a correſponding arrange- . 
o 
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3 1. ment and proviſion were made by Him, 
= who ſeeth the end from the commence- 
ment, and who exactly adjuſts all, ac- 
8 cording to * VER and meaſure. . 


The os of the works of God, 
is a beautiful and gradual progreſs to- 
ward perfection: from inanimate to ve- 
getative, from vegetative to animal, 
from animal to rational Nature; each 
approaching to, bordering upon each, 
but every one circumſcribed by a boun- 
dary which it cannot paſs, to difturb 
and confound the province of another. 
The ſcale of being, as to this globe, was 
complete when God had created man 
* 1n his own image.“ But ſocial exiſt- 
_ ence was not perfect till it pleaſed God 
to draw man. out of ſolitude, by making 
him an help meet for him.“ This 
 fimply, yet clearly, unfolds woman's na- 
ture, ſtation, duty, uſe and end. This 
raiſes her to her proper rank and im- 
portance, and inſtructs her how moſt ef- 
fectually to ſupport them; this forbids 
her to aſpire after rule, for her Maker 
deſigned 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 3 


deſigned her as © an helper;” this ſecures LEC *. | 
for her affection and reſpect, for how is —— 
it poſſible to hate or deſpiſe what God 
and Nature have rendered eſſential to 
our happineſs. If the intention of the 
Creator, therefore, is attended to, the 


reſpective claims and duties of the ſexes 


are ſettled in a moment, and an end is 


put to all unprofitable diſcuſſion of ſu- 


periority and inferiority, of authority 


and ſubjection, in thoſe whoſe deſtina- 


tion, and whoſe duty, it is, to be mu- 
tually helpful, attentive and affectionate. 


The female character and conduct 


have frequently preſented themſelves in 


the courſe of the hiſtory of the Patriarchs. | 
And indeed how can the life of man be 


ſeparated from that of woman ? Their 
_ amiable qualities and praiſe-worthy 


attions have been occaſionally pointed 


out, and unreſervedly, though without 
adulation, commended : their faults and 


follies, have been, with equal freedom, 
expoſed and cenſured. . But in the in- 


ſtances referred to, female conduct has 


B "I under- 


4 INTRODUCTORY | LECTURE. 


* EC T. undergone only an accidental and tran- 
—— hent review, in detached fragments, and 
as ſupplementary to, or producing in- 
fluence on, the conduct of man. The 
Pencil of Inſpiration, however, having 
introduced perſons of the gentler ſex 
into its inimitable compoſitions: - and 
theſe not always thrown into the back- 
ground or placed in the ſhade, but ſome- 
times ſpringing forward into the light, 
and glowing in all the brilliancy of co- 
louring, I have been induced, with trem- 
bling ſteps, to follow the heavenly Guide; 
and to follow up the fainter ſketches 
of a Sarah, a Rebekah, a Rachel, a 
Miriam, with the more finiſhed Portraits 
„of Deborah, the wife of Lapidoth,“ 
„Ruth the Moabiteſs,” and Hannah,” 
the mother of Samuel the Prophet. In 
order to introduce theſe with greater 
advantage, I mean to employ the pre- 
ſent lecture, in giving a general delinea- 
tion of the female character, as it is re- 
preſented in the paſſage now read, and as 
being the purpoſe and act of the great 
Lord of Ne ature, *an help meet for man. 


| 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE; - 5 


Every creature was intended to yield L 10 . 
help to man: the flower, with its beauty ——. 
and fragrance; the tree, with its nutri= * 
cious fruit; the animal tribes, with all 
their powers of miniſtring ſatisfaction 
to the ſenſes or to the mind. Adam 
ſurveyed them all with delight, ſaw their 
ſeveral characters 1 in their ſeveral forms, 
gave them names, obſerved and glorified 
his Creator's perfettions diſplayed in 
himſelf, and in them. But {till he was 
alone amidſt all this multitude ; the un- | 1 
derſtanding was employed, but the heart 
wanted its object: the tongue could 
name all that the eye beheld, but chere 
was no tender, ſympathetic ear, to which 
it could ſay, how fair, how lovely, 
how glorious. is all this that we be- 
hold!“ * For Adam there was not 
„found an help meet for him.” The 
want of nature is no ſooner perceived by 
the-great Parent of man, than it is ſup- 
plied ; the wiſh of reaſons is no ſooner 
expreſſed than gratified. Paternal care 
and tenderneſs even outrun and prevent 
the calls of filial neceſſity. Adam has 
B53 felt 
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che Lord God ſaid, It is not good that 
e» the man ſhould be alone: I will make 
« him an help meet for him.” And with 


God, execution certainly and inſtanta- 


neoully follows deſign. And the Lord 
God cauſed a deep ſleep to fall upon 
„Adam, and he ſlept: and he took one 
of his ribs, and cloſed up the fleſh in- 
* ſtead thereof. And the rib which the 
«Lord God had taken from man, made 
« he a woman, and brought her unto 


„the man. And Adam ſaid, This is 


* now bone oſ my bones, and fleſh of my 
* fleſh: ſhe ſhall be called Woman, be- 
„ cauſe ſhe was taken out of man. 
Therefore ſhall a man leave his father 
* and his mother, and ſhall cleave unto 


« his wife: and they ſhall be one fleſh.” *. 


How completely ſuitable an helper God 


provided for man in a ſtate of ſinleſs 
perfection tranſcends 1 imagination, much 
more deſcription ; all that is lovely in 
form, all that is graceful | in manner, all 


* Verſe 21—24. 
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INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. . 


that is exalted in mind, all that is pure LE er. 1. 
in thought, all that is delicate in ſenti =. 
ment, all that is enchanting in converſa. 


tion. This felicity was made ſubject to 


alteration; this harmony was not to CON- = 


tinue perfect; but the original intention 
of the Creator was not to be defeated, 
no, but even in a ſtate of degradation, 


difficulty and diſtreſs, as in a ſtate of pu- 
rity and peace, it was ſtill the deſtination 
of Providence, That woman ſhould be 


an help meet” for man. In what im- 
portant reſpects we are now to enquire. 


The I, and moſt obvious is, as his 


_ counſellor and co-adjutor in bringing up 


their common offspring. Education, on 
the part of the mother, commences from 


the moment ſhe has the proſpect of be- 


ing a mother; and the care of her own 


health 1s, thenceforth, the firſt duty 
which ſhe owes to her child.“ From 
— tat 


* 'The inſtructions given to the wife of Manoah, 
and mother f Sampſon * Nazarite, (Jud. xiii. 4.) 
* Now 


8 INTRODUCTORY LECTURE, 


L ECT. that moment too ſhe becomes i in a pecu- 
— lar ſenſe * an help meet, for man, as 
being the depoſitary and guardian of 
their moſt precious joint concern. How 
greatly is her value now enhanced! Her 
-exiſtence is multiplied, her duration is 
extended. A man-child is at length 
born into the world; and what helper 
ſo meet for the glad Father in rearing the 
tender babe, as the mother who bare 
wi There are offices which ſhe, and 


«Now therefore beware, 1 pray thee, and drink not 
66 wine, nor ſtrong drink, and eat not any unclean 
© thing,” are not merely arbitrary injunctions, adapt- 
cdl to a particular branch of political economy, and 
intended to ſerve local and temporary purpoſes; no, 
they are conſtitutions of Nature, reaſon, and expe- 
rience, which unite in recommending, to thoſe who 
have the proſpect of being mothers, a ſtrict attention 
to diet, to exereiſe, to temper, to every thing which, 
affecting the frame of their own body or mind, may 
communicate an important, a laſting, perhaps inde- 
lible impreſſion to the body or mind of their offspring. 
A proper regimen for themſelves is, therefore, the 
firſt ſtage of education for their children. The ne- 
glect of it is frequently found productive of effects 
We no future culture | is able to alter or r rectify. | 


only 
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only ſhe, can perform ; thin are ae L EC T. 
tions which ſhe, and only ſhe, can feel ; — | 


there are difficulties which ſhe, and only 
| ſhe, can ſurmount. Nature has here ſo 
| happily blended the duty with the re- 
compence, that they cannot be diſtin- 
guiſhed or ſeparated. In performing 
every act of maternal tenderneſs, while 
ſhe tends and nouriſhes the body of her 
infant, ſhe is gradually and inſenfibly 
forming his mind. His very firft ex- 
preſſions of look, voice, and geſture, are 
expreſſions of the important leſſons 
which his mother has already taught 
him, attachment, gratitude, a ſenſe of 
obligation and dependence. Hitherto 
dme is the ſole inſtructor, and © a ſtranger 
« jntermeddleth not with her joy. The 
dawning of reaſon appears; the ſolici- 
tude of a Father awakes; what a taſk is 
impoſed upon him! Who is ſufficient 
for it? But he is not left to perform it 
alone. The Lord God has provided 
him © an help meet for him,” one 
prompted by duty, drawn by affection, 
trained by experience, to aſſiſt him in the 
Delight- 


LECT. | 
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Delightful taſk! To rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, | 
Io pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 
To breathe th' enlivening ſpirit, and to fix 

The generous purpoſe in the glowing breaſt. 
Tnousox. Spring, 1148. 


In the more advanced ſtages of "TY | 


tion, after the pupil is removed from 
under the maternal wing, of what aſſiſt- 


ance to the father, of what importance 


to the child, are the delicate ideas, and 
the tender counſels of a wiſe and vir- 
tuous woman! Read © the words of 


King Lemuel, the prophecy which his 
mother taught him,”* and judge whe- 
ther a mother may be an uſeful © help” 
in inſtructing a ſon, a grown ſon, and 
that ſon a prince. In truth, the mo- 
' ther's influence over the child, as it be- 
gins earlier, ſo it is of much longer du- 


ration than the father s. The ſon, hav- 
ing become a man, or approaching to 
that ſtate, begins to feel uneaſy under 
the reſtraints of paternal authority; he 


* Prov. xxxi. 19. 


longs 
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: longs to ſhake the yoke from off his _ 
neck ; he pants for independence—he — 


muſt obtain it. But what ingenuous 
young man ever felt a mother's yoke 
galling, or longed for emancipation from 
the filken fetters in which her gentle 
fingers had entangled his ſoul? In the 
perfection of underſtanding, 1 in the ple- 
nitude of power, in the ſelf- gratulation 
of independence, to her milder reaſon 
he ſtill ſubmits, her unaſſuming ſway he 
readily acknowledges, and, independent 
on all things elſe, he feels he cannot do 
without the ſmiles of maternal approba- 
tion, the admonitions of maternal ſolici- 
tude, the reproofs of maternal tender- 
neſs and inte grity. 


Whatever be the diſpoſitions, what- 
ever the faculties of the child, whether 
earlier or later in life, the buſineſs neither 
of father nor maſters can proceed wiſe- 
| ly and well, without the co-operation 
of the mother. Who knows ſo well as 
ſhe, the road to the underſtanding, the 
road to the heart? Who has ſkill 


like 
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"RED like her, to encourage the timid and 
— repreſs the bold? Who has power and 


| 


addreſs like a mother's to ſubdue the 
ſtubborn and confirm the irreſolute? 
Who can with ſuch exquiſite art draw 


out, put in motion, and direct ordinary 


or ſuperior powers; place goodneſs in 


its faireſt and moſt attractive light, and 
expoſe . vice in its moſt hideous and 


forbidding form? In the caſe of thoſe 


perſons who have unhappily groſsly 
deviated from the path of virtue, how 
many have been ſtopped, converted, 
brought back, by conſiderations of ma- 
ternal feelings —ſhame, and ſorrow, and 
regret; and by the recollection of early 
leſſons, and principles, and reſolutions. 
8 Having been “ trained up, when a 
child, in the way wherein he ſhould 
* walk,” the man calls it to remem- 
brance 1n old-age, approves 1t, returns 
to it, and“ departs from it“ no more. 


In educating the children of her own 


ſex, the mother ſeems to be more than 
* an help meet” for man. The truſt 


chiefly, 


F 1 \ » - 
- . % 1 
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chiefly, if not entirely devolves on her: L ECT, 
and where could it be depoſited fo yn 


well? The knowledge ſhe has of her- 
ſelf, experience of the world, and ma- 
ternal affection, are all the needs to 
qualify her for this arduous under- 1 

taking. A mother only can enter into 

the feelings, and weakneſſes, and ne- 
cergſſities of a young female, entering g 
on an unknown, n; tempeſtous, 
dangerous ocean; for ſhe remembers 
how ſhe herſelf felt and feared, what 
ſhe needed, and how ſhe was relieved, 
and aſſiſted, and carried through. And 
to a mother only can a young female 
impart the numberleſs, nameleſs anxie- 
ties which every ſtep ſhe takes in life 
neceſſarily excite, When ſhe converſes 
with her mother, it is only thinking 
aloud. A mother's condutt 1s the love- 
lieſt pattern of virtue, and the hope of 
a mother's applauſe is, .next to God's, 
the moſt powerful motive to imitate it. 


The ſuperiority of female to male 


youth in reſpett of moral, whatever be 
the caſe as to intellectual improvement, 
| 18 
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L T T. is clearly deducible from the larger 
— ſhare which the mother has in the edu- 


cation of the one, than of the other. 
And the more liberal and enlarged 
ſpirit of the times we live in, procuring 
for the female world a more liberal and 
rational education, is daily evincing to 
what an equality of intellectual endow- 
ment they are capable of riſing, and 
thereby of, in all reſpetts, fulfilling the 
| deſign of the Creator, who ſaid in the 
beginning, © I will make for man an 
" * meet for him,” 3 


1 now proceed to mention a II. moſt 
important reſpect, in which it is the 
obvious intention of Providence that 
woman ſhould be © an help meet” for 
man, namely, The care and manage- 
ment of his worldly eſtate. 


In a paradiſiacal ſtate man did not, 
and in, what is improperly called, the 
ſtate of nature, he could not long con- 
tinue. In the former, there was la- 
bour, impoled not as a burden or a 

puniſhment, 
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| e but beſtowed as a privi- L E. on. 
lege and a ſource of delight. The help — 
of woman enhanced the value of that 
privilege, and improved that delight: 
and even in Paradiſe, the attention of 
Eve to the diſpoſal of the fruits of his 
labour, muſt have been to the man, an 
| exquiſite acceſſion to the pleaſure of 
enjoying them. The arrangement which 
her taſte and care had made conſtituted 
the. charm of the repaſt. In a ſtate of 
uncultivated nature, the ſubſiſtence of 
the day is man's object. He has no 
ien of © much goods, laid up for 
* many years.” But the ſociety and 
aſſiſtance of his rude. companion are 
neceſſary to give a reliſh to what he 
* took in hunting; and © the burden 
and heat of the day,” he cheerfully 
encounters, in the proſpect of the re- 
freſhment and repoſe of the evening; 
and even the hut in the deſert exhibits 
the accompliſhment of the Creator's pur- 
poſe, woman * an help meet” for man, 
managing his ſcanty portion with diſ- 
cretion, 
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L BY T. cretion, and doubling it by N 
CONE tion. | | 


As the ſtate of ſociety advanced, new 
ideas of property muſt have been pro- 
duced. The labour of to-day began to 
look forward; © to-morrow, and to- 
* morrow, and to-morrow. The care 
of poſterity aroſe. Permaneney muſt 
be given to poſſeſſion. The earth and 
its produce are parcelled out, men 
* call their lands by their names,“ 
* houſe is joined to houſe, and field 
* added to field.” But could man do 
this alone? No. In vain have his la- 
bour and {kill provided * bread enough, 
* and to Jpare, " unleſs the woman's pru- 
dent attention manage that ſufficiency, 
and lay up that ſurplus, for the evil 
day which may come. No man ever 
proſpered in the world, without the 
conſent and co-operation of his wife. 
Let him be ever fo frugal, regular, in- 
duſtrious, intelligent, ſucceſsful——all 
goes for nothing, if /he is profuſe, diſ- 
orderly, indolent, or unfaithful to her 
8 truſt. 
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truſt. His farm proſpers, his barn is 1. ECT. 
filled with plenty, e the floors are full 
& of wheat, the fats overflow with wine 
% and oil,“ his cattle increaſe, he is 
waxing rich. His neighbour's com- 
merce thrives, his plans were well laid; 
Providence ſmiles; the wings of every 
wind are wafting to his door gold, and 
filver, and precious things. The talents 
of a third are procuring for him repu- 
tation, and diſtinction, and honour, and 
wealth. How came they all to fail? 
Who opened the door, and let poverty 
ruſh in as an armed man? The thing 
ſpeaks for itſelf. The deſign of Heaven 
is defeated; the parties were © unequal- 
ly yoked;” the help” found for 
theſe men, was not © an help meet for 
them. Skill was counteracted by care- 
leſſneſs; the fruits of diligence were 
ſcattered about by the hand of diſſipa- 
tion; the labours of a year periſhed in 
the fitting. of an evening; © by much 
* {lothfulneis the building decayed, and 
through idleneſs of the . the 
* houſe dropped through.” | = 


Vor. VI. Cc — 9 


fas. : . d 
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tentions of God and Nature are fulfill- 
ed! With what ſpirit and perſeverance 
does a man labour in his vocation, when 
he knows that his earnings will be faith- 

fully diſpoſed, and carefully improved! 
With what confidence will he reſort to 


L K 
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But © © how good a thing i it is, and 
* how pleaſant,” when the gracious in- 


his farm, to his merchandiſe, fly over 


land, over the feas, meet difficulty, 


Wes danger, it he has the aſſurance, i 


that he is not ſpending his time and 


ſtrength for nought and in vain; that 


all is well and ſafe at home; that in- 


dulgent Heaven has crowned all his 


other bleſſings, with that of © an help 
meet for him, a diſcreet manager of 
his eſtate, a fellow-labourer with him, 
from intereſt, _ affection, from a 


ſenſe of duty, in © doing juſtly,” 


7 ſeconding the Na e of divine Pro. 


vidence, in making fair proviſion for 


the time to come, in © providing things 
* honeſt in the ſight of all men!” 1 
conclude this branch of my ſubje&, 
with a portrait drawn by the pencil 

19 
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of infpiration; j may Heaven * L E *r T. : 


gate the . 


C Who can find a virtuous woman? 
« for her price 1s far above rubies. 


“The heart of her huſband doth ſafely 
e truſt in her, ſo that he ſhall have no 
* need of ſpoil. She will do him good. 
and not evil all the days of her life. 


She ſeeketh wool and flax, and work- 


6 5 
6 k 


_ "am willingly with her hands. She is 
* like the merchant ſhips, ſhe bringeth 


© maidens. She conſidereth a field, 


6 and buyeth it: with the fruit of her 
* hands ſhe planteth a vineyard. She 
*.girdeth her loins with ſtrength, and 


" + hw food from afar. - the mb 0G - 


« while it is yet night, and giveth meat 
to her houſhold, and a portion to her 


ſtrengtheneth her arms. She per- 


* ceiveth that her merchandiſe is good: 
her candle goeth not out by night. 


She layeth her hands to the ſpindle, 
and her hands hold the diſtaff. She 


. ſtretcheth out her hand to the poor; 
9 * yea, 


EECT 
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yea, ſhe reeds: forth her hands to 


the needy. She is not afraid of the 
* ſnow for her houſhold: for all her 
„ houſhold are clothed with ſcarlet. 


6 She maketh herſelf coverings of ta- 


© peſtry: her clothing is ſilk and pur- 


„ple. Her huſband is known in the 


* gates when he ſitteth among the el- 


« ders of the land. She maketh fine 


* linen, and ſelleth it; and delivereth 
* girdles unto the merchant. © Strength 
and honour are her cloathing : and 
* ſhe ſhall rejoice in time to come. 
2 She openeth her mouth with wiſ⸗ 


„dom; and in her tongue is the law 


„Of kindneſs. She looketh well to the 
* ways of her houſhold, and eateth not 


the bread of idleneſs. Her children 
„ ariſe up, and call her bleſſed; her 
* huſband alſo, and he praiſeth her. 
« Many daughters have done virtuouſly, 
« hut thou excelleſt them all. Favour 
“js deceitful], and beauty is vain: but 
« a woman that feareth the Lord, ſhe 
e ſhall be praiſed. Give her of the 
„ ce fruit 
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ve fruit of her hands ; 96d, let her OWn 
4 works roy; her in the 


4 


oe © Ul. . in Achichs God in- 
_ tended that woman ſhould be © 

* help meet” for man, is the care of 
his health, and every. thing connected 
with it, his tranquility of mind, his 
temper, his character and reputation : 
without which the greateſt bodily 
vigour will quickly decay and bnk, 
and life will ceaſe to be a bannt 


It is ee to have a companion 
in ſolitude, an aſſiſtant in labour, a 
fellow-partaker 1 in joy. But human life 
contains varieties painful, as well as 
pleaſant. Sorrow, and pain, and ſoli- 

citude, and diſappointment enter into 
the hiſtory of man: and he is but half. 
provided for the voyage of life, who 
has found an aſſociate for his happier 
days only; while for his months of dark- 
neſs and diſtreſs no dee you 


, Prov. xxxi. 1e—31. 
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LE e T. ner is prepared, no * help meet“ f 
— found. The provident care of the AL 
mighty meets every wiſh and want of 
man; and in beſtowing upon him a 
companion for youth, a ſharer in feli- 
city, a partner in property, He was ſe- 
curing for him, at a diſtance, a friend 
in age, a ſolace in affliction, a partner 
in want—* a friend that rketh Ticker 
6 than a brother.” e | 


11 a man's worldly eſtate, whether it 
be much or little, is wiſely managed, 
one foundation of health and comfort 
is laid; and ſhe who is thus habitually 

employed, may be conſidered as admi- 
niſtring a perpetual medicine or cordial 
to her huſband. But no prudence of 
| foreſight can ward off the attack of 
diſeaſe, or prevent the ſtroke of cala- 
mity ; affluence cannot purchaſe releaſe 
from pain, nor tenderneſs cool the fe- 
ver in the blood. But the ſufferer is 
not left deſtitute. There is one ear into 
which he can pour out all his heart; 
there is one hand ever ready to relieve 
him; 
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| him; « one life bound up in his life.“ I. 


ECT, ; 


1. 


And as enjoyment derived all its reliſh w—_ 


from Participation, ſo miſery loſes all 


its anguiſh in the boſom of ſympathy 


and kindneſs. The ſpirit of penitence 


js inferior only to unſullied innocence; 


and next to the bleſſing of unimpaired 
Health, and uninterrupted comfort, is 
the conſolation of ſickneſs alleviated, 
and comfort reſtored by the gentle lan- 
guage and engaging offices of love. 


What ſhall I ſay 2 Is there not, perhaps, 


1n the reſtoration of repenting guilt, and 


in the ſuſpenſion of woe, by the aſſidu- 
ity of affection, a peculiar ſatisfaction, 


and a delight, which perfect innocence 
and perfect health could not F 


have known? 


The regular temperature of a man's 
body is, however, only one ingredient 


in the cup of health. © An help meet 


e for him” will be anxious to preſerve 


a found mind in a ſound body; ; will en- 5 
deavour to prevent or to diſpel painful 


reflection; will remove diſquieting ob- 
4 Jects > 


4 


. 
> A 
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Lac: T. jects; will preſent ſmiling i images ; will | 


—— watch the ebbing and flowing of paſſion, 


will bear and forbear, and, like the Beſt 
of Beings, © will overcome evil with 


FE: good. 3 


She i ill Meri l herſelf a as 
intruſted with the care of his good name. 
His reputation is her brighteſt ornament, 

his honour 1s her joy, and crown of re- 
Joicing. If he is diſgraced, ſhe is de- 
graded. Every inſtance of miſcondu& 
in her, ſhe knows, glances at him ; and 
therefore to ſupport his dignity is a pow- 
5 erful motive with her to act wiſely and 
well. She reflects, that not only by 
groſs deviations from duty 1 in the wife, 
does the huſband ſuffer in character, 
but that levity, indiſcretion, careleſsneſs 
in her, are an imputation upon his un- 
derſtanding, and, in the opinion of the 
world, inceſſantly upbraid him with the 
choice he has made, of © an help meet 
for him.” As ſhe would therefore 
compaſſionately nurſe his body! in pain 
and ſickneſs; and prudently ſtudy and 


watch 
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watch his temper, amidſt the conflict of L E 2 T. | 


contending paſſions, ſo, to approve her- 
ſelf what God and nature meant her to 
be, ſhe will guard his fame, the life of 
his life, © as her precious eye,” and thus, 
in every thing relating both to mental 
and bodily health, to private comfort 
and public eſtimation, © ſhe. will do 
* him good, and not evil, all the days | 
70 of her life 


But | 3 is ſomewhat ſtill dearer, 
ſtill more ſacred to a man than children 
or property, than health or reputation, 
ſomewhat which neglected, forfeited, 
| Toft it © will profit him nothing to gain 


even the whole world;” and in the 


ſecuring and promoting 'of which, who 
is ſo qualified to miniſter and aſſiſt as 
her, whom the Father of mercies gave 
him, to be * an help meet for him! "i 
I mean, 


IV. The . of the immortal | 
Soul. This is indeed a perſonal con- 
| cern; an intereſt which cannot be tranſ- 


ferred 
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LAST: ferred or communicated. The good-will 
— of another cannot impart it; the re- 
miſſneſs of another cannot defeat it: to 
God, his great Maſter, here, every 
man ſtandeth or falleth, for © every 
one muſt give account of himſelf to 
God.“ But is it not obvious, that 
example, that reaſon, that co-opera- 
tion, poſſeſs a mighty influence toward 
promoting or obſtructing perſonal piety, 
growth in grace, meetneſs for the king- 
dom of heaven? Is the man impreſſed 
with the worth, with the danger of his 
\, own ſoul; does he feel the powers of 
* a world to come;” is his mind turned 
to devotion ; is the love of God ſhed 
abroad in his heart? How will ſuch 
impreſſions be fixed and ſtrengthened, 
by endeavouring to communicate them 
to a beloved object, and by receiving 
back the impreſſion, heightened and 
improved, from that object? How 
much more exalted and affecting is a 
«ſenſe of divine goodneſs, when it is be- 
: held embracing more than one! When 
it is ſeen conferring immortality, eter- 
nity, . 
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nity, on virtuous human affections! 
What a live coal applied to devotion, 


When the ſolitary my Father and my 


God, is changed into the ſocial our 


LECT. 


2 Father and our God! How 1s the hope 


of Glory ennobled, extended, animated, 
by theproſpet of participation! Here 


e qml, Holy Father, with her whom thou 


« oaveſt-me, to be an help meet for me. 


* We were one in intereſt and affection; 


one in the faith of the Goſpel, and 
the practice of piety; our prayers 


* aſcended in one ſtream of incenſe, 


and every gift of thy providence and 


* to each by being beſtowed on the 


© grace was 3 and ſweetened 


“ Other. Sweet were our labours of 


* love to our joint offspring; ſweet 


« our united efforts to improve the 
bounty of our common parent; ſWeet 


the ſympathies of kindred hearts, in 


« ſickneſs and in health, in ſorrow and 


in joy, in good and in bad report: 


* but ſweeter far the conſolations of 


religion, the proſpe& of {fe and im. 


* mortality broughit to gr by the G0. 
GS I el. 
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"4 bel. 2 We come together to veceive 


* the end of our faith, the ſalvation of 


* our ſouls; as, through grace, we have 
been made helpers of each other's 
« faith, let us be, eternally, helpers of 
* each 9 * 


5 Wu 


Is the man, , unhappily, head to. al K 


ſenſe of religion; ſwallowed up of time 


and ſenſe, is his great, or- only, enquiry, 


„% What. ſhall I eat, what ſhall I drink, 


«. wherewithal ſhall I be clothed ?” Or, 


more wretched ſtill, is he delivered over 


© to commit iniquity with greedineſs, 


and to glory in his ſhame?” What 


are the moſt likely means of awakening 
him to reflection, of reaching his con- 
ſcience, of melting his heart, of changing 


his conduct? Preaching is | vain, he 
turns © a deaf ear to the voice of the 


% chatmer, charm he never ſo wiſely :” 
proſperity foſters pride and forgetful- 
neſs of God; adverſity only hardens 


him the more; reaſon is perverted, 


paſſion has acquired the aſcendant, the 
power of habit predominates; but the 
Lord 
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Lord God has provided * an help meet L . o. 
* for him.” When public inſtruction . 
and foreign reproof have failed, the 
mind is ſtill acceſſible. The unaffected, 
unoſtentatious charm of genuine fe- 
male piety is felt and underſtood, and 
Pe efficacious; the ſilent, un· up- 
braiding regret of conjugal tenderneſs 
ſupplies the place of a thouſand argu- 
ments, and forces its way to the heart; 
© the effectual fervent prayer” of a gra- 
cious woman *© availeth much;” the 
. helieving wife” draws to the Redeem- 
er, with the cords of love, the unbe- 1 
* heving huſband;” ſhe becomes the 
bleſſed inſtrument of. << converting the 
« finner from the error of his way, ſhe 
e ſaves a ſoul from death, ſhe hides a 
“ multitude of fins,” and, in the nobleſt 


ſenſe of the word, approves herſelf 
* an help meet” for man. 


ag all theſe important reſpetts, the 
original deſign of eternal wiſdom, in 
the formation of woman, 1s plain 4 


palpable. To have fulfilled one branch 
| 1 of 
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1 EC" T. of duty, and even to have excelled in 
— it, is no exemption from the obliga- 
ion of the reſt. The duties of life and 
of religion run in a ſeries, one is link- 

ed with another, ſuppoſes it, cannot be 
ſeparated from it. To no purpoſe are 
children well educated, if through the 
indolence, folly, or vice of parents, 

they are launched into the world in 

. doubtful, diſhonourable, embarraſſed or 
diſtreſsful circumſtances. What is it to 

me, that my fortune is prudently and 
frugally managed, if my perſon is neg- 
lected, my temper trifled with, my re- 
putation ſacrificed, © my good name 

* filched from me?” And what is the 
acquiſition of a world, at the expence 

of my ſoul ?— 


4 


Let it be underſtood and remember- 
ed, that every word which has been 
ſaid of the obligation laid on woman, 
as an help meet” for man, applies, 
with at leaſt equal propriety and force, 
to man, as the helper and friend of 
woman. Does he poſſeſs ſuperiority of 

| any 


{ 


* 
3 
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any kind ? It is evidently intended not LE 1 T. 
to opprels, but to ſupport. His greatcr — = 


ſtrength is given for her protection; 
his more vigorous or profound powers 

of thought are deſigned to be her in- 
ſtructor and guide. Whatever advan- 
tage, real or apparent, each may have 
above the other, Providence clearly 
wills to be employed for the comfort 
and benefit of the other. A contention 
of mutual affection, beneficence, for- 
bearance, forgiveneſs, is the only ſtrife 


which nature, reaſon and decency per- 
mit to this tate and relation. | 


We proceed to Nuftrate female uti- 


lity and importance in ſocial life, by 


certain noted examples from the Sacred 
Record. May God ſmile on every 
attempt to communicate uſeful truth. 

| Amen. 


- 
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AND DEBORAH A PROPHETESS, THE WIFE OP. 
' LAPIDOTH, SHE JUDGED ISRAEL AT THAT | 
TIME. AND SHE DWELT UNDER THE PALM- 
TREE OF. DEBORAH, BETWEEN RAMAH AND 
BETH-EL IN MOUNT EPHRAIM: AND THE 

CHILDREN OF ISRAEL CAME UP TO HER FOR 
| JVDGMENT, 5 5 


8 Tax, unremitting attention paid by 

a wile and gracious Providence to 
the affairs of men, affords equal matter 
of wonder and gratitude, with the aſto- 
niſhing power and {kill diſplayed in the 
firſt formation of this great univerſe, | 
Let us ſuppoſe the care of that Provi- 
dence for a little while ſuſpended, and 
the world left to itſelf. Who is not 


Vol. VI. D ſhocked 
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LEC T. ſhocked in looking forward to the pro- 


bable, the certain conſequences of that 
remiſſion? Behold inſtantly the bars of 
the vaſt abyſs burſt aſunder, and * hell 

© itſelf breathing forth deſtruttion to 

* mankind.” Behold the prince of the 

power of the air reigning and raging 
Voithout control. Behold Chaos and 
ancient night reſuming their murky em- 

pire, and darkneſs covering the face of 
the deep; earth and air confounded; 
nature convulſed by the fury of con- 
tending elements, unreſtrained by law; 
univerſal confuſion and wild —— 

g prevailing. 


— 


„ 

Alas, it is not neceſſary to ſtate the 
ſuppoſition ſo high. To conceive the 
 wretchedneſs of mankind, deprived of 
the conſtant, ſuperintending care of 
Heaven, it is needleſs to let looſe the 
demons of the bottomleſs pit; it is 
needleſs to unbridle the fury of the 
ocean, or to aſſiſt the roaring winds in 
blowing up the fire into a hotter flame. 


125 Under” the  Siighteſt alteration of the 


ella- 
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eſtabliſhed order of things, all nature I. k bs T. 
languiſhes. Remove, for a moment, — 


the all-ruling, all- ſupporting hand of 
the great Father of the Univerſe, and 
os, this fair and fertile region is over- 
whelmed with an inundation, and that, 
is burned to one pumice ſtone, by the 
force of celeſtial: or ſubterraneous fire. 
Here ariſes, a race all males, like the 
fabled generation of warriours which 
ſprung from the ſerpent's teeth, armed 
at all points for mutual deſtruction and 
ſlaughter; and there, a nation of timid, 
defenceleſs females, inviting violence 
and inſult. But under that uninter- 
rupted divine ſuperintendence all goes 
on well; there is no ſchiſm in the body; 
every thing is found in its place, every 
thing performs its function. The ex- 
acteſt proportion between male and fe- 
male births is preſerved; the robuſter 
frame is ſtill found united to the ſtronger 
mental faculties; the delicacy of the 
feminine form indicates, to the very eye, 
the ſofter, gentler qualities of the ſpirit 
which inhabits 1 it; and nature aſſigns to 
HER; D's each 
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3 ECT. each the limits of duty, and the ſphere 
II. 
—— of u uſefulneſs and exertion. 


But the 88 God is ; pleaſed t to FOR 
himſelf known, not only by general 
conformity to eſtabliſhed laws, but by 
| occaſional deviation from them. That 
the ſons of men may know, it is ac- 
cording to his high will, that all crea- 
tures are, , and think, and _- 


| The hiſtory, which this evening 
comes under our review, exhibits a 

new thing in the annals of human na- 
ture; aſſerts the Sovereignty of the 

Moſt High over all perſons and events; 
places the female character and import- 
ance in a new, a ſtriking, and a reſpec- 
table point of view; and thereby ad- 
moniſhes the one ſex to think of their 
own natural general ſuperiority with 
deference, affection and honour to the 
manly excellencies of the female mind, 
when cultivated by a proper education, 
directed to a worthy object, and rouſed 
into exertion * a great and worthy 
occaſion. 
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occaſion. Aicherte we have ſeen wiſe L. ey „ 
and good women, in the retired vale of — 


domeſtic life, their proper and peculiar 
ſphere ; Sarah co-operating, in the du - 
ties of hoſpitality, with her venerable 

lord; Rebekah refreſhing the weary 
traveller, and the thirſty. camel, with 
water from the well, as they went on 
their way; Rachel, and the ſeven 
daughters of Jethro tending their father's 
flocks, and making them to he down 
under the ſhade at noon; Miriam lead- 
ing the feſtive dance and ſong, in cele- 
brating the loving kindneſs of the Lord, 

and the triumphs of Iſrael ; and Rahab 

giving ſhelter to the perſecuted ſpies, 
and providing for the ay: of her 
father's houſe. - 


But we Are now to contemplate fe- 
male genius and talents forcing their 
| way to public obſervation, and to ever- 
| laſting renown: eclipſing maſculine ſa- 
gacity and fortitude; the inſpirer and 
the example of generous patriotiſm, 
and martial proweſs. We are to con- 


D 3 template 
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L un T. template feminine warmth and eager · 
— neſs, under the influence of prophetic 


inſpiration, and blended with the dig- 
nity and 1 integrity of the judgment ſeat; 
female ſpirit, giving breath to the 
bloody trumpet of war, directing the 
movements of the embattled hoſt, 
waking into ſacred, poetic rapture, and 
adapting the joyful ſtrains of victory, 
to the muſical ſounds of the living 


lyre. | 


Iſrael bad now enjoyed a bleſſed re- 
| Poſe of fourſcore years; and are again 
corrupted by eaſe and proſperity. Their 

national character and conduct, are a 
ſtriking repreſentation of thoſe, of many 
individuals, whom we are daily meet- 
ing with in the world; who are capable 
of bearing neither proſperity nor ad- 
verſity ; whom it is impoſſible to ſerve 
or to ſave; who by their perverſeneſs 
or folly, are perpetually undoing the 
kindeſt deſigns, and counteracting the 
moſt vigorous efforts of their friends 
in their behalf, and whom, at length, 


friends 
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friends are conſtrained to abandon in L. uy T. 
deſpair. Well has Nehemiah, their coun - 


tryman, deſcribed this character, and 
diſplayed the patience and long ſuffer- 

ing of God, in that recapitulation of 
their hiſtory, addreſſed ſolemnly to 
heaven, in the ninth chapter of his 
book, And they took ſtrong cities, 
„ and a fat land, and poſſeſſed houſes 
„full of all goods, wells digged, vine- 
5 yards and olive- yards and fruit-trees 
in abundance. So they did eat, and 
« were filled, and became fat, and de- 
q lighted themſelves in thy great good- 
* neſs. Nevertheleſs, they were diſobe- 
dient, and rebelled againſt thee, and 
« caſt thy law behind their backs, and 
„ flew thy prophets which teſtified 
* againſt them to turn them, to thee, 
and they wrought great provocations. 
Therefore thou deliveredſt them into 
the hand of their enemies, who vexed 
* them: and in the time of their trouble, 
* when they cried unto thee, thou heard- 
* eſt them from heaven; and according 
to thy manifold mercies thou gaveſt 
D 4 3 them 
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them ſaviours, who ſaved them out of 


e the hand of their enemies. But after 


( they had reſt, they did evil again be- 
„ fore thee: therefore lefteſt thou them 


* jn the hand of their enemies, ſo that 
* they had the dominion over them; 


yet when they returned and cried un- 


* to thee, thou heardeſt them from 


heaven, and many times didſt thou 
* deliver them, according to thy mer- 
* cies ; and teſtifiedſt againſt them, that 


thou mighteſt bring them again unto 


e thy law: yet they dealt proudly, and 


« hearkened not unto thy command- 


ments, but ſinned againſt thy judg- 
* ments which if a man do, he ſhall 


live in them; and withdrew the 


« ſhoulder, and hardened their neck, | 


and would not hear. Yet many years 


8 didſt thou forbear them, and teſtifiedſt 


* againſt them by thy ſpirit in thy pro- 
phets: yet would they not give ear: 
e therefore gaveſt thou them into the 
* hand of the people of the lands. 
« Nevertheleſs, for thy great mercies 
© ſake thou didſt not utterly conſume 

ren © them, 


* 
* 
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ke chem; nor forſake them; for thou art L ber. T. 


gracious and merciful God. 9 


If we are to judge of the Ader of 
the offence committed on the occaſion 
before us, from the ſeverity of the puniſh- 

ment, the length of its duration, and 
the violence of their oppreſſor, ve 
muſt conclude it to have been uncom- 

monly grievous: for the Lord ſold 
them into the hand of Jabin king of 
Canaan, part of whoſe formidable hoſt 
conſiſted of nine hundred chariots of 

iron; and who for © twenty years to- 
« gether mightily oppreſſed the children 
e of Iſrael.” Calamity is peculiarly op- 
preſſive, when it is embittered with 
the reflection, that it might have been 
prevented; that it is the native fruit of 
our own doings; and with finding the 
wretched aſſociates of our guilt, the 
wretched partakers of our woe. 


Hope ſeems quite extinguiſhed in : 
Iſrael. Not one man of common ſpirit, 
* Nchemiah ix. 25=31. 
. in 


f 
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L E 8 r. in the courſe of twenty years oppref.. 
>> fion, appears awakened to a ſenſe of 
his country's wrongs, and generouſly 

' prompted to hazard his life in re- 


moving, or avenging them. But the 


| cauſe of the church of God is never to 


be deſpaired of. Its emblem 1s, © the 
* buſh- burning, but not conſumed ;” 


its motto © caſt down but not deſtroy- 


* ed.” And whither are our eyes, at 
this time, directed to behold the ſavi- 


our of a ſinking country? Behold the 


reſidue of the ſpirit 1s upon the head of 


a woman; the ſacred flame of public 


ſpirit, ſmothered and dead in each man- 
ly breaſt, yet glows in a female boſom, 
and the tribunal of judgment, deſerted 


by maſculine virtue and ability, is ho- 
nourably and uſefully filled by femi- 
nine ſenſibility, diſcernment, honeſty 


and zeal. And Deborah a prophe- 


tels, the wife of Lapidoth, ſhe judged 


ce Iſrael at that time.”* She was a wife 


and a mother in Iſrael, and ſuch a wife 


* Tudges iv. 4. 


18 


HISTORY or DEBORAH, 43 


is a W to her huſband, ſuch a mo- 
ther, the glory and pride of her chil. . 


LE CT. 
II. 


dren; but her great, her capacious ſoul | 


embraced more than her own family, 


aimed at the happineſs of thouſands, 


is not eſtabliſhed on the baſis of per- 
- to os 


men of God ſpeaking as they were 


great Jehovah is no reſpecter of perſons 
or ſexes; the ſecret of the Lord is 
* with them that fear him, and he 


fonal goodneſs, like a houſe built up- 
on the ſand, muſt e fink, and fall 


* moved by the Holy Ghoſt.” But the 


66 thew eth 


fueetly blended public with private 
virtue. Is it unreaſonable to ſuppoſe 5 
that the diſcreet and wiſe management 
of her own houſhold, firſt procured her 
the public notice and eſteem: and that 
the prudent deportment of the matron, 
paſſed by a natural and eaſy tranſition 
into the ſanctity of the propheteſs, and 


the gravity and authority of the judge? 
Certain it is, that the reputation which 


 Hitherto, we have ſeen only © holy 
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L 3 ſheweth unto them his holy covenant,” | 
— The ſimple dignity of her unadorned, 


unaſſuming ſtate, is beautifully repre- 
ſented: She dwelt under the palm- 
© tree of Deborah, between Ramah and 


e Beth-el, in mount Ephraim: and the 


« children of Iſrael came up to her for 
* judgment. Behold a female mind 
exalted aboye the pageantry and pride 
of external appearance; not deriving 
_ conſequence from the ſplendour of her 
attire, the charms of her perſon, or the 
number of her retinue, but from the 
affability of her manners, the purity of 
her character, the ſacredneſs of her 
office, the impartiality of her conduct, 
the importance of her public ſervices; 
not wandering from place 'to place, 

hunting after a little empty applauſe, 

but ſought unto of all Iſrael for the 
eminency, and extenſive utility of her 
. talents and her virtues. Her canopy 
of ſtate was the ſhade of the palm- 
tree, her rule of judgment, the law 


* Ts iv. 3. 


and 


. 
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and the teſtimony of che living God; I 


ECT, 
II. 


her motive, the inſpiration of the Al- —— 


mighty; her aim and end, the glory of 


God and the good of her people; her 


reward, the teſtimony of a good con- 
ſcience, the reſpett of a grateful nation, 
the admiration of future generations, 


the ſmiles of approving Heaven. What 


al compared to theſe, the ermined 

robe, the ivory ſceptre, the chair of 

ſtate, the glittering diadem ! 

EY But alas! what availeth the moſt up- 
right and impartial adminiſtration of 

Juſtice, among a people inſlaved in the 


extreme, groning under a foreign yoke, 


holding liberty, property and life, by 


the wretched tenure of a tyrant's ca- 
price? The ardent ſoul of Deborah 


aſpires at nothing ſhort of a total eman- 


cipation of her bleeding country, from 


theſe inglorious chains. And like a true 
propheteſs of the living and true God, 


ſhe engages in this noble and generous 


enterprize, not with the zeal of an en- 


thuſiaſt, not in an idle, inactive reliance 
Es on 
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. YT: T. on ſupernatural aſſiſtance; but i in the 

—— honeſt confidence of a good cauſe, the 
diligent uſe of the moſt promiſing means, 
and ultimate dependence on the bleſſing 
of Him © who worketh all things after 


6 * the counſel of his will. * 


— . ⏑ 


The ar of this illuſtrious he- . 
roine, grows upon us as we proceed; 
and exhibits a picture of female excel- 
lence, to which her own ſex may look 
with emulation and honeſt pride, and 
ours, with admiration and eſteem, un- 
mixed with envy.—An ordinary woman, 
in her place, and poſſeſſed of her advan- 
tages, would probably have aimed at 
the ſole reputation of having delivered 
her country. But when a military ope- 
ration is to be ſet on foot, for the attain- 
ment of this end, with the modeſt re- 
ſerve becoming her ſex, ſhe ſatisfies her- 
ſelf with adviſing only. When the ſword 
of Iſrael is to be drawn, let it be wielded 
by manly hands; let Barak come in for 
a ſhare of the danger, the labour, and 


the 
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the praiſe. She is to be the directing L * 
head, and he the active hand. But 


what was the broken ſtrength of two of 
the leaſt of the tribes of Iſrael? What 
| were ten thouſand men to. carry on 
_ offenſive war againſt a power which 
could employ nine hundred chariots of 
iron as part of his force? What muſt 
have been the number of infantry that 
correſponded to this formidable arma- 
ment? For ſuch a handful of men to 
appear in arms, was to provoke their 
own fate, not to ſerve their bleeding 
country; it was to rouſe their haughty 
oppreſſors into more violent rage and 
cruelty, not to attack them with a pro- 
bability of ſucceſs. The force called for 
by the propheteſs, by divine appoint- 
ment, was thus ſmall, that the glory of 
all, in the iſſue, might be aſcribed ſolely. 
to God: and it was thus great, to teach 

| mankind, that as they hope to proſper, 
their own exertions muſt' co-operate 
with the influence of over-ruling Provi- 
vidence, _ 


Such 
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LECT. Such was either the general deſpon- 

— dency that prevailed in Iſrael at that 

dark period, or ſuch the general con- 

fidence repoſed in Deborah, that Barak 
accepts the commiſſion given him, and 

conſents to head the forces of his coun- 

try into the field, under the expreſs 

condition that their propheteſs and 

judge would be his companion and di- 

rectreſs in the warfare. To this ſhe 

| yields a cordial aſſent, and cheerfully 

engages to take part in all that re- 

garded the public ſervice, whether coun- 

ſel or reſolution were needful to carry 

it on. She would not, could it with 

propriety be avoided, become a leader 

in arms, but feels no reluctance, is con- 

ſcious of no fear, when attending the 

Captain of the Lord's hoſt into “ the 

valley of deciſion.” It is pleaſant to 

obſerve, how the manly virtues, pro- 

perly modified and corrected, may be 

adopted into the female character, not 

only without giving offence, but ſo as to 

communicate the higheſt ſatis faction 

and win 1 and how, on the 

bother 


other hand, the ſofteſt of the female 


graces, may, without ſinking the manly 
character, without exciting contempt, 


become a ſhade to the boldeſt, hardieſt 


maſculine qualities. Courage has been 


reckoned an attribute peculiar to men; 
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but it is eaſy to conceive it ſo raiſed, 


and ſo expreſſed, and ſo exerted, as to 


be not only pardonable in, but highly 


ornamental to, woman. A hen gather- 


ing her chickens under her wings,” is 


a picture not only of maternal tender- 


_ neſs, but of the moſt undaunted i intrepi- 
dity. A bear bereaved of her whelps,” 


is not more fierce and more fearleſs. A 


mother defying the danger of the peſti- 
lential air which ſhe inhales from her 


ſmitten child; a mother flying as a 
lioneſs on the brutal wretch who dared to 


cruſh her little darling; how dignified, 


what a noble creature ſhe is! A tender 
virgin ſtirred up into holy indignation at 
hearing her abſent friend traduced by the 


tongue of malevolence, forgetting ber ⸗· 


{elf for a moment, to repel the barbaroug 
inſult. O it is a diſorder fo lovely, 


Vor. VI. E | that 
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4 ECT. that it almoſt deſerves to be ſtamped 


— with the name of virtue. To ſee Debo · 


rah quitting her ſeat under the palm», 
tree, to attend Barak to the top of mount 
Tabor, when the enemies of her God 
and of her country are to be engaged 


and ſubdued; what heart does not catch 


fire from her heroic ardour! what 


N 9 can withhold 1 Its 2 of Praiſe! 


| While Deborkh, without heſitation, 


agrees to accompany Barak to the high 
places of the field, by virtue of the 
ſpirit of prophecy which was upon her, 


ſhe informs him that the glory he ſhould 


obtain, was to ſuffer conſiderable dimt- 


nution, not only by her participation of 
it, but alſo by the communication of it 


to another woman, for whom Provi- 
dence had reſerved the honour of put- 


ting the laſt hand to this arduous un- 
dertaking. Indeed this ſeems to be a 
criſis, in the hiſtory of human nature, 


at which Providence intended to exhi- 


bit the powers of the female mind, in 
all their force and all- their extent; in- 


tended 


% * | 
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tended to repreſent the ſex in every L 


fituation that can create eſteem, inſpire — 


love, command reſpeR, or awaken ter- 
rour. The united ſpirits and atchieve- 
ments of Deborah, and Jael the wife of 
Heber, ſeem to comprehend the whole 
compaſs of the feminine character in its 
more extraordinary feelings and exer- 

tions; and in the diſplaying the conduct 
of theſe two individuals, rouſe our at- 
tention to the whole ſex, as the moſt 
warm, ſteady and affectionate of friends, 
or the moſt formidable, dangerous and i 
determined of enemies. 


But we muſt vod bring forward both 
at once. We conclude with a reflection 
or two, on what has been ſuggeſted from 
che hiſtory of Deborah. 


2 It expoſes the folly of deſpilng 
or undervaluing any deſcription of our 
tellow creatures in the lump. All na- 
tional reflections are founded in igno- 
rance and folly; and the deſpiſers have 
often paid dear for their inſolence and 


E 2 pre- 


" LECT. 


II. 
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ſumption: The illiberal abuſe ſo indif 


— — criminately: poured, upon the gentler 


ſex, is of the ſame nature, It generally 


comes from men ſomething worſe than 
the worſt part of womankind. The 


truly ſenſible, and the truly brave, en- 
tertain far better, and far more juſt ſen- 
timents of female utility and importance 
in the ſcale of being; and are ever 
diſpoſed to aſcribe to female capacity 
and worth, more than female modeſty 
and viſdom are diſpoſed to aſſume, or 


even to receive. No good man ever 


| wiſhed to ſee the female character un- 


dervalued or degraded; and perhaps 


very few good women have ever vio- 


lently coveted ſtations and employments 


which belong peculiarly to men. But 


as nature delights in producing variety, 


as well as uniformity, it is not to be 


wondered at, if we ſometimes meet with 
men more filly, timid and” frivolous, 
than the moſt inſignificant of the other 
ſex; and on the other hand, women as 


daring, as enlightened, as magnanimous, 


as eie as the firſt among man- 


kind. 


. E by 


| HISTORY or DORA. 15 53 5 

kind. The rivalſhip, however, and com- . ECT.” 
II. 

petition of the ſexes, is altogether mii 
culous and abſurd. Each has its _ 
tint, and both have their conjoined 
dignity and uſefulneſs—and mutual con- 
ceſſion is the trueſt wiſdom i in the one 


and i in the other. wit era Fa df 


- But, II. however weak and con- 
0 0 the inſtrument were in itſelf, 


from the hand that wields it, it be- 


comes mighty and reſpectable: and the 


hiſtory before us, becomes, and that 


not darkly, a typical repreſentation of 


the Goſpel of Chriſt, which was “to 
the Jews a ſtumbling block, and to the 


„ Greeks foohſhneſs.” Pride and ſelf- 


ſufficiency ſmile at the idea of a female 
prophet, a female judge, a female poet, 
a female politician, a female warrior; 


and yet, in truth, women have filled all 


theſe offices, with credit to themſelves, 
and with ſatisfaction to the public. And 


* who hath made man's mouth? or who 


„ maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the ſee- 
ing, or the blind?” In the honoured 


2 liſt 


x 


* 
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\ LECT. liſt of thoſe who © through faith ſub. 
—— dued kingdoms, wrought righteouſ- 


* neſs, obtained promiſes, ſtopped the 


* mouths of lions, quenched the violence 


of fire, eſcaped the edge of the ſword, 


| * out of weakneſs were made ſtrong, ö 


« waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight 
* the armies of the aliens, female names 


too ſtand recorded with commendation 
and renown. And © what haſt thou, 
O man, but what thou haſl firſt re- 
% ceived?ꝰ “ God hath choſen the 


« fooliſh things of the world to con- 
e found the wiſe; and God hath choſen 


the weak things of the world to con- 


found the things which are mighty; 
© and baſe things of the world, and 
things which are deſpiſed, hath God 
* choſen, yea, and things which are not, 


to bring to nought things that are: 
* that no fleſh ſhould gory 1 in his pres 


66 ſence.“ 


III. As the great Ruler of the world 


never can want an inſtrument to ſave, 


fo He is always provided with inſtru- 


5 | ments 


——_ 
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ments to puniſh. He is wiſe in heart, LE 


* and mighty in ſtrength; who hath har- 
es dened himſelf againſt Him and hath 
| « proſpered?” The haughtieſt of mo- 


narchs is at length conſtrained to 


mM praiſe, and extol, and honour the King 
=. of heaven, all whoſe works are truth, 


and his ways judgement, and thoſe 


that walk in pride he is able to abaſe.” 


of —F a ſtrong hand and ſtretehed · out 
% arm,” Pharaoh is us length compelled 


to © let Ifrael go. Humble” then 


* thyſelf,” O man, © under his mighty 


2 hand.“ —“ Be wiſe now, O ye kings, 
e be inſtructed, ye judges of the earth, 


« ſerve the Lord with fear, and 9985 = 


0 "wah trembling.” 


The next lecture will carry on the 
| hiſtory of Deborah, in connection with 
that of Jael. I conclude the preſent, 
with calling on the female part of my 
audience to bleſs God, that while he has 


carried ſome of their ſex, through the 


moſt arduous employments, moſt emi- 
nent ſtations, and moſt hazardous en- 


Ws terprizes 


IE 


_ 
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—— terprizes fibt only with fafety, but 'with 


w== applauſe, he is pleaſed, in general, to 
put their talents and their virtiies/to a 
trial leſs ſevere; and let them remember, . 
that after all which has been, or may be 
| ſaid, in praiſe of the few who have acted 
wiſely and well upon the public theatre, 
do the generality, ©the poſt of honour, 
* 8 a private fiation.” | 


| LECTURE 


N 4 n * £ 
Wo * 4 = n « 


HISTORY o DEBORAH. 


: 7 - 
4 
o Ws. 4 


, n 0-10-88 alt; 
E * 


Jupoxs iv. 21, 22, 23. 
THEN janr REBER. 'S WIFE TOOK A NAIL OF THE 
TENT, AND TOOK AN HAMMER IN HER HAND, 
AND WENT SOFTLY UNTO HIM, AND SMOTE 
THE NAIL INTO HIS TEMPLES, AND FASTENED | 
Ir INTO THE GROUND: (FOR HE WAS FAST 


| ASLEEP, AND WEARY) SO HE DIED. AND 


BEHOLD, AS BARAK PURSUED SISERA, JAEL 
| CAME OUT TO MEET HIM, AND SAID UNTO 
| HIM, COME, AND 1IWILL SHEW 2a n MAN 
WHOM THOU SEEKEST. AND WHEN HE CAME 
INTO HER TENT, BEHOLD, SISERA LAY DEAD, 
AND THE NAIL WAS IN HIS TEMPLES. 80 
r ON THAT DAY JABIN THE KING 
OF CANAAN BEFORE THE CHILDREN OP 
ISRAEL. 


Wien we eonſider how frequent, 15 
how violent, and how ſudden 


are the tranhtions from condition to 
condition 


* 
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LECT. condition in human life, pride appears 
III. 
— to be a myſtery of folly, below con- 


tempt. To behold a rational being aſ- 
ſuming conſequence on an empty, un- 
meaning title; or from the poſſeſſion of 
a little wealth, that bird of paſſage, eter- 
nally on the wing; or from beauty and 
ſtrength, which accident or diſeaſe may 
blaſt in a moment, and which the lapſe 
of a very few years certainly will im. 
Pair; to behold a man putting confi. 
dence in princes, or feeding on the ap- 
plauſe of a multitude; to hear him ſay- 
ing to himſelf, Soul, take thy reſt; 
* thou haſt much goods laid up for 
e many years.” © My mountain ſtand- 
„eth ſtrong ; I ſhall never be moved.” 
All this is calculated to excite deriſion, 
not reſentment ; and when reaſon and 
experience ponder what the end may 
be, anger ſinks into pity, Not only is 
frail man every moment at the mercy 
of a Being, Almighty to ſave and to de- 
troy ; but the proudeſt and mightieſt 1 is 
every moment in the power of the 
weakeſt and meaneſt of his fellow crea- 
tures. 
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tures. The tongue of the wretch whom LY 8 Ty 


thou deſpiſeſt, may ruin thy reputation 
for ever. The crawling inſe& in thy path 
is armed with deadly poiſon againſt thy 
life. That nodding wall threatens to 
cruſh thee to pieces. Arm thee at all 
points, as well as thou canſt, malice or 
hatred, envy or revenge will fill find 
ſome part unguarded; and, bleeding to 
death, thou ſhalt find thou vert not in- 
vulnerable. ; . 


Thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed' by their 
rank, their abilities, or their virtues, at» 
tract the notice of many obſervers, and 
ereate to themſelves many open, and 
many more ſecret enemies. The hiſtory 
of Siſera, the captain of the hoſt of Ja- 
bin, King of Canaan, is a ſtriking illuſ- 
tration of moſt of theſe remarks. In 


him, we fee a man rendered infolent by 


ſucceſs, intoxicated with proſperity, be- 
trayed into difgrace through confidence 
of victory, the dupe of confidence in his 
own ſtrength, and then the victim of 
confidence, equally unwiſe, in the fide- 
* 
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lity and attachment of a ſtranger. We 
behold him in the morning, advancing 


to the unequal conflict at the head af a 
mighty and hitherto invincible hoſt; in 
the evening, a bleeding corple, fallen 
OY by the hand of a woman. 


Deborah, ths: propheteſs of Iſrael, 


having transfuſed the patriotic ardour of 
Her ſoul into Barak, not only direfts him: 


what he ſhould do, but offers herſelf as 


the companion of the expedition which 


ſhe had planned. With ten thouſand 


men of the tribes of Zebulun and Naph- 
tali under his command, Barak takes 
poſſeſſion of Mount Tabor, meaning to 


act only on the defenſive, till Provi- 


dence ſhould point out an occaſion of 
acting to advantage. The raſhneſs and 


impetuoſity of Siſera ſoon preſented him 
with ſuch an opportunity. Enraged to 
think that an enemy ſo often diſcomfited, 
ſo long oppreſſed, ſo broken by calami- 


ty, ſhould preſume to make head againſt 


their lordly maſters, he collects the 
whole of his vaſt. ſtrength, and inveſts 


the 


\ 
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the mountain, determined to cruſh the LECT, 


III. 
"oy * at one blow. —— Gas 


The e 8 10 e in- L 
ſoired propheteſs of Iſrael, obſerves the 
ſeaſon to be favourable, obſerves that 
the unwieldy army of the Canaanttes 
was ready to fall in pieces by its own 
weight, that their. vain confidence was 
deſtroying them, and that, above all, 
Heaven was propitious. She gives the 
ſignal of attack, and lo, © one chaſes 
« a thouſand, and ten put ten thou - 
* ſand to flight.” The cauſe was of God,. 
and it proſpers : and the mighty hand 
and outſtretched arm of Jehovah, once 
more alerts Iſrael into liberty. 


ee praiſe is to be aſcribed to 
the conduct of Barak on this occaſion, 
and to the intrepidity of his little army, 
it is evident, from ſome expreſſions m 
the ſong of praiſe, compoſed in celebra- _ 
tion of the victory, that the defeat of 
the Canaanites was in part, at leaſt, mi- 
raculous. They fought from heaven.” 1 

. " * 


— 
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LE 1 T. „ The ſtars | in their courſes, it is ſaid, 
— * fought againſt Siſera.” By * the ſtars” 
ſome interpreters underſtand “ the an- 
„gels of God,” who are ſometimes de- 
- —_ figned by that name. Joſephus takes 
© the words in a different ſenſe, and affirms, 
that an extraordinary ſtorm of rain, 
mixed with hail, blinded the eyes of the 
Canaanites, and drove back their darts 
upon their own heads. The Rabbins, 
with ſtill leſs appearance of probability, 
allege, that certain conſtellations of a 
peſtilential influence, conſumed the army 
of Siſera, burnt them up with thirſt, and 
drove them for refreſhment to the brook 
Kiſhon, where they were met in a lan- 
| guid enfeebled ſtate, by the troops of 
-Deborah and Barak, and put to the 
ſword. The expedition from firſt to 
laſt, was without controverſy conducted 
and crowned by the hand of Provi- 
dence. But the narration of the event, 
on the ſacred page, is too general and 
conciſe, to enable us to pronounce with 
confidence, where the province of hu- 
man ſagacity and valour ended; and 
where 


I» 
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where the interpoſition of Heaven 


nn it were, the vidary was 


complete; the enemy was totally rout- 
ed and put to the edge of the ſword; 
the commander in chief alone eſcapes 
the univerſal carnage of the field; and 
he, who a little before had nine hundred 


chariots of iron at his diſpoſal, ſees him- 
ſelf tripped of all, and is conſtrained to 


conſult his ſafety by flight. A prince 


without ſubjects, and a general without 


an army, ſhrink into poor, wretched, 
ſolitary individuals, the more to be 


LECT. 
III. 


: h ' 2 


pitied, from the giddy height whence 


they have fallen. 


The hiſtory drops the myriads which 


compoſed the army of Siſera, into a 


ſilent grave; and purſues the ſad tale of 
the unhappy man himſelf up to his tra- 


gical death. Seeing his army ſlaughter- 
ed and put to flight, and himſelf in 


danger of falling into the hands of tri- | 


umphant Iſrael, he alights from his cha- 


riot, | 


'L EC T. riot, and flees away on foot. * How 
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* are the mighty fallen, and the wea- 


© pons of war periſhed! !” What a fad 


reverſe, within the compaſs of one ſhort 


day! And to ſuch reverſes, human life 


is eternally liable. The greateſt of un- 


inſpired bards has put this paſſionate 
exclamation in the mouth of a dethroned 
monarch of our own country, addreſſing 


himſelf to his few wretched attendants, 


the poor remains of his departed ſtate, 


Cover your heads, and mock not fleſh and blood 
With ſolemn reverence ; throw away reſpect, 

Tradition, form, and ceremonious duty, 

For you have but miſtook me all this while: 

I live on bread like you, feel want, taſte grief, 
Need friends: Subjected thus, 
How can you ſay to me I am a king. 

SHAKESPEARE —King Richard oF 


| Behold the mighty Siſera weary and 


faint with thirſt, without one, of ſo many 


thouſands, to aſſiſt or comfort his flight, 


ſeeking refuge from his purſuers in the 


tents of an allied power, Heber the 
Kenite. 


By 


& - —— 
N. 0 * 


— | 
» 
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Zy looking back to the book of Num- L zc . 
bers, chap. X, we find that Hobab, the 


ſon of Raguel or Jethro, the father in 
law of Moſes, had left his native reſi· 4 
dence, to attend the camp of Iſrael as 
their guide through the wilderneſs, and | 
had been perſuaded by Moſes, his bro- 
ther in law, to caſt 1 in his lot among 5 
that people, upon a ſolemn aſſurance, 
that, on their ſettlement in Canaan, he, 
and his family, and deſcendants ſhould | 
ſhare in the fruits of victory, and ob- 
tain a portion in the land promiſed to 
the children of Abraham. This ac- 
counts for our finding them eſtabliſhed, 
at ſuch a diſtance of time, in the border 
of Kedeſh Naphtali. On the invaſion 
of the country, however, by. Jabin, 
king of Canaan, we find them ob- 
ſerving a ſtrict neutrality, * There 
vas peace between Jabin the king of 
„ Hazor, and the houſe of Heber the 
% Kenite.*” In the confidence of this, 
Siſera betakes himſelf to the Kenite for 


| 2 1 5 1 
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ptoteftion ; and is received by Jael, the 
vVife of Heber, with every mark of hu- 


Li” 
i; II. 


and a friend, in diſtreſs. She brings 
him carefully up in her own tent to re- 


tigue of that diſaſtrous day, and to cons 


Ing on that promiſe, weary and worn 
out, he falls into a profound ſleep. Jael 


uſed m ſtretching out the tent, ſhe tranſ. 


he lay along, and with redoubled blows, 


- ground. 
541 


Such was the inglorious py of a man; 


on whom that motning's ſun had riſen 
who awoke 


with a ſmiling aſpett ; 
from lleep in the polieſſion of all that 


royal 


barg and reſpekt, due to a great man, 
* him milk to queneh his thirſt, covers 
poſe himſelf from the vexation and fa- 
ceal him from the purſuit of Barak. 


She promiſes inviolably to keep ſecret 
the place of his concealment; and rely- 


avails herſelf of his defenceleſs ſituation, 
and ſeizing ſuch arms as were at hand, 
a hammer and one of the pins or nails 


fixes the head of the unhappy ſleeper as 


faſtens the bleeding ee to * 


A 
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royal favour could beſtow, all. that ſo- L 72 T. 
vereign power could compel, all that — 
flattering hope could promiſe.” Of the 
motives which could impel Jael to 
ſuch a deed of horrour, we have no in- 
formation, Her conduct, we know, 1s 
| Xelebtated in the Song of Deborah * 
terms of the ſtrongeſt approbation; 1 
which obliges us to conclude, that there e 
are circumſtances in the ſtory, which 
the Spirit of God has not thought pro- wo, 
per to diſcloſe. The great Jehovah 
needs.not a vindication of his conduct, 
from the labour and ingenuity of a2 
wretched, ignorant mortal. He has but 
to diſcover a few little particulars, which 
are as yet hid from our eyes; and then, 
what now confounds and overwhelms 
our underſtanding, becomes clear and 
intelligible to the meaneſt capacity. In- 
ſtead, therefore, of vainly and preſump- 

tuouſly attempting to reconcile this 

action of Jael with the laws of morali- | 
ty, which, by the glimmering light we © 
have, is impoſſible, we ſhall make a few | 

F2 obſer 


A 
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obſervations c on the hiſtory, of a a general 


— 5 8 practical nature. And 


I. We repeat, what has been already 
ſu ggeſted, © that human reaſon is a very 


« competent judge of divine proceed- 


« ing.” We know ſo little; ſo very lit- 
tle of the ſyſtem of nature: our own 
conſtitution is ſuch an inexplicable my. 
tery to ourſelves ; we meet every where, 
ſo many difficulties, contradictions, de- 
fects, redundancies; at leaſt we take 
upon us to think and” call them ſo, as 
_ muſt lead us to this concluſion, that, 
either the work of God is imperfect; 
or that we cannot. find out him and his 
work unto perfection. Now the little 3 
reaſon we have cannot heſitate an in- 
ſtant in chuſing its fide of this alterna- 


tive. And if we confeſſedly are un- 
qualified to judge of that which is lels, 


dare we preſume to pronounce concern- 
ing that which is greater. If the volume 
of Nature ſpread open to the peruſal 
at once of our ſenſes and our reaſon, 
preſent many things not only hard, but 

impoſſible 


| 0 
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impoſſible to be underſtood, can we 
deem ourſelves qualified, or entitled to « 
explain, to juſtify, or to arraign the 
more dark and myſterious ways of Pro- 
vidence? And which is the greater 


pride and preſumption, thai which i 1s 


for ever © charging God fooliſhly,” or 


chat which ſets itſelf up, as the bold in- 


terpreter and aſſiſtant of eternal wiſdom 


— juſtice? Obſerve 


III. Ati bibles. 1 why. theſe 


difficulties are permitted in the frame 


of nature, the conduct of Providence, 


and the revelation of the grace of God. 


It is to form us to ſubmiſſion , to exer- 


ciſe our patience, to fix our attention, 
to whet our induſtry, to repreſs. our 


boldneſs, to increaſe and confirm our 
confidence in God, It is a mark of re- 
ſpect to ſuperior wiſdom and virtue, not 


always to require an explanation, but 


to repoſe implicit truſt in known good- 
neſs and integrity. A wiſe man in the 
_ conſciouſneſs of his own rectitude, diſ- 


dains to acknowledge the obligation of 
ES clearing 
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LE Ak T. clearing up his conduct to every prating 
—— :meddler, who may think proper to call 
him. to account; and who has neither a 
right, nor a capacity to judge of his 
motives. And ſhall we withhold from 
our Maker, that decent reſpect which 
we ſo cheerfully pay to a fallible, im- 
perfect fellow creature? Shall we refuſe 
to take the God of truth upon his 
word? Shall we think it much if in ſome 
caſes he exact belief, without his vouch- 
ſafing to aſſign a reaſon? Why doſt 
0 thou ſtrive againſt him ? He giveth 
* not account of any of his matters.“ 
Our ſacred bard has ſublimely expreſſed 
this noble ſentiment, drawn from the vo- 
lume of inſpiration. Conſidering the 
divine Providence under the image of a 
vaſt ſealed up book, chained to the eter- 
nal throne, containing the character, the 
revolutions, the deſtination of angels 
and men, but cloſed to the inſpection of 
every created eye. We obſerve, 
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Job xxxiii. 13. 


IIII. That 


. 
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II. That it is doing che groſſelt in 


LEC T; 
1; 


juſtice · to the wiſe and righteous Gover - 


nour of the world, to ſuppoſe him in 
every point approving the perſon, or 


the conduſt by which he carries on his 


great Ae Cyrus and Nebuchad- 
nezzar are ſtyled the ſervants of God. 
though the one knew him not, and the 


other openly. defied him. The rod 
which he condeſcendeth to uſe, for: the 
chaſtiſement of diſobedient and gainſay- 


ing children, when their reformation is 


accompliſhed, he often breaks and daſnes 


on the ground. Every inſtrument he 


employs muſt neceſſarily partake of hu- 


man imperfection; but it follows not 


that he is pleaſed with imperfection. 
The devices of Satan himſelf ſhall in the 


iſſue redound to the glory of God, as 


© the wrath of man muſt praiſe him;“ 


but that wrath is hateful to his nature, 


and thoſe devices his wiſdom counter- 
acts, and his juſtice condemns. We are 
not ee to miſtake the patriotic 


ardour of a female Iſraelitiſn bard, for 


3 calm, the merited applauſe of tha 


0.4 , 
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God of mercy and truth. I can eaſily 


— conceive the perſon, whom national 


partiality, reſentment or gratitude, would 


celebrate in ſtrains of admiration, to be 


regarded with abhorrence, by the Father 


of mercies, the avenger of falſhood, the 


refuge of the miſerable. And while Iſ- 
raelitiſn Deborah, in the heat of her 
zeal, makes the eulogium of a woman 
ſo unlike herſelf, and ſtiles Jael, the 


wife of Heber, who murdered her ſleep- 


ing gueſt, © bleſſed above women,” why 


may not a Chriſtian Dorcas, a woman 


of mercy and humanity, a woman 
* full of good works, and alms deeds,” 
under the mild and gentle influence of 
that religion which ſhe believes, feels 
and prattiſes, reprobate the cruel and 
perfidious act, and its author, in terms 
of the ſevereſt indignation. Indeed, the 


conduct of Jael, conſidered by itſelf, 
is a horrid complication of all that is 
baſe and deteſtable in human nature; 
an infamous violation of ſacred truth; 


a daring infringement of the law of 
nature and nations; a flagrant breach of 


the 


* 
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the laws of hoſpitality, RY the moſt. LEC CT. 


ſavage natures and nations have reſpect- — 
ed as ſacred; the vileſt gene _ 
her character as a woman; the moſt 
barbarous exhibition of a little mind, 
enjoying the triumph over unſuſpect- 
ing credulity, and defenceleſs miſery. 
Curſed be her anger, for it was fierce, 1 
and her wrath for it was cruel.” Ob- 1 5 
| in 7 | 
IV. In what dreadful extremes we 
impetuouſly ruſh, when the radical prin. 
ciples of our nature are once ſubdued. 
Time muſt have been, that the idea of 
ſhedding the blood of another, would 
have chilled the blood in Jael's veins. 
What muſt it have coſt her, to over- 
come the timidity, the tenderneſs, the 
compaſſion of her ſex! But being over- 
come, lo, each gentle, feminine paſſion 
is lulled aſleep; and frantic zeal, or de- 
moniac revenge alone is awake. Ah 
me, what beaſt of prey ſo ſavage and 
_ unrelenting, as a human being deſtituts 
of pity! Ah me, how eaſily the beſt 
ng 
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things degenerate into the worſt! Of 
what importance is it, to guard againſt 
the firſt deviation from the ſimple and 
direct path! Who can promiſe for him. 
ſelf, that che ſhall ſtop, return, and re- 
gain the right road; when he ae 4 
Obſerve, eh 


i v. That the rarity of the inſtances, 


the peculiarity of the ſituations, and the 
ſingularity of the ſpirit and conduct, 
apparent in the female characters here 
brought into public view, forbid, by 


more than a poſitive law, female inter- 


ference in matters of buſineſs and of 
government. Believe me, my fair friends, 


it is not ſtripping you of your juſt im- 


portance, it is increaſing and ſecuring 
it, to ſay, the ſhade is your native, your 


proper ſtation : it is there you ſhine, it 
is there you are uſeful, it is there you 
are reſpectable. Your heart and your 


underſtanding aſſent to the truth of it. 


Is there a woman among you, who 


/ 


would not prefer in obſcurity, the affec- 
tion of her huſband, the attachment 
and 


1 


5 irony: oF DEBORAT. | 8 | | 
and gratitude of her children, the eſti. LECT, 


porn and reſpe&t of her friends, to all 


public ſplendour of Deboral's ma- 
ee power, and prophetic ſpirit; 
to all the bluſhing, impurpled honours - 
of JaeF's more than maſculine reſent- 
ment? It is not your want of talents 


for government we diſpute ; it is the 
ſuitableneſs of government · to your ta- 


| lents, your natural diſpofitions, your - 
real honour and happineſs. - A wiſe 


and good woman never can deſire to 


become the object of univerſal admira- 
tion, nor the ſubject of every one's 
difcourſe. If you aim at ſo much, de- 


pend upon it, you will loſe ſome- 


thing of what you have, and what is 


infinitely better than all the incenſe of 
flattery, than all the ſonnets of a 


thouſand poetic ſwains. In the hiſtory 
of our own country, the reigns of two 
female ſovereigns, ſhine with conſpi- 
cuous luſtre. They were periods of 


great national proſperity and glory. 


But the weakeſt of women would not 5 
* thence infer, that the ſceptre £ 
__ 


— 


III. 


+8 
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LECT. ought. always to be committed to fe. 


male hands. With all due deference 


"5 the memory of an Elizabeth and 
an Anne, and the general felicity. which 
their adminiſtration diffuſed over the 


land ; Great Britain can look with 


pride and exultation, to a Queen, whoſe 


perſonal glory and virtues far exceed 
theirs. Not a ſovereign indeed, but. 


a partner of the throne: who ſhines 
in reaſon's eye, becauſe ſhe affefts not 
to ſhine; reigns over willing hearts, 
becauſe ſhe diſclaims all rule; is great 


and bleſſed among women, becauſe 
ſhe nobly ſinks the princeſs in the 


woman, the wife, the mother and the 
friend. 


We eneroach no Sab on your 


patience, by extending our obſerva- 


tions on the ſubjet. And the rather, 


as a review of the ſong of Deborah, 
. compoſed on this memorable occaſion, 


will, if God permit, bring it again 


before us, and place female genius in 
our eye, in a new, and not unpleaſing 


point 


. 
bh 


HISTORY OF DEBORAH, = 


point of light; uniting poetic and mu- 


ſical ſkill to fervent devotion, heroic 
intrepidity and prophetic inſpiration. 


A combination how rare, how inſtruc- 


e. how reſpeCtable ! ! 
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THEN SANG DEBORAH, AND BARAK THE SON 
OF ABINOAM, ON THAT DAY, SAYING, 


55 


PRAISE YE THE LORD FOR THE AVENGING | 
OF ISRAEL, WHEN THE PEOPLE WILLINGLY 


GIVE EAR, O YE PRINCES: I, EVEN I WILL 


| SING UNTO THE LORD; I WILL SING PRAISE 
'TO THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, LORD, WHEN 
THOU WENTEST OUT OF SEIR, WHEN THOU 
MARCHEDST OUT OF THE FIELD OF EDOM, 
THE EARTH TREMBLED, AND THE HEAVENS 
DROPPED, THE CLOUDS ALSO DROPPED 

WATER. THE MOUNTAINS MELTED FROM 

BEFORE THE LORD, EVEN THAT SINAI FROM 


75 Yr PR THE LORD GOD OF ISRAEL, - 


T 


OFFERED THEMSELVES. HEAR, O YE KINGS; 


O ſome it is the gift of Heaven, to 
perform actions worthy of being 
recorded; to others it is given, to pre- 
e 
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119 gr. ſerve che memory of illuſtrious actions, 


Wh 


and of tranſmitting uſeful information 


2 — in writings worthy of being read. To 
both, the world is under great obliga- 
tions, and gratefully permits the hiſto- 
rian or the poet, to divide the palm 
with the hero, or the age, whom they 


celebrate. To the writer, perhaps, the 


more ample ſhare of praiſe is due. The 


atchievements of valour and ſtrength 


are local and temporary. They benefit 
but a few, and quickly ſpend their force. 
But the hiſtoric and poetic page, more 


durable, more diffuſed, and more con- 


ſpicuous than monuments of braſs and 
marble, is an univerſal and a perpetual 
bleſſing to mankind ; conveying to diſ- 
tant nations and lateſt poſterity harmleſs 
pleaſure blended with wholeſome in- 

ſtruction. 


On a favoured few has been confer- | 


red, the combined glory of acting nobly, 
and writing well; of ſerving their own 
day and generation, with credit to'them- 


felves and advantage to their country, 


to 


Rs 
'n © 
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ts regions remote and generations un- L ; E FT. 
born. On the. liſt of thoſe illuſtrious — : 


few, ſtands with diſtinguiſhed honour, 
the name of Deborah, the judge, the 
propheteſs, the ſweet ſinger of Iſrael, 
and it is with exultation we obſerve the 
moſt dignified, arduous and important 
ſtations of human life filled with repu- 
tation by a woman: a woman, who 
firſt, - with reſolution and intrepidity- | 
ſaved her country in the hour of danger 
and diftreſs, and ruled it with wiſdom 
and equity; and then recorded her 
own atchievements in ſtrains which muſt 
be held in admiration, ſo long as good 


taſte and the love of virtue exiſt ; in the ” 


world. 


Having with veneration and reſpeft 

attended to the equitable decifions, and 
the oracles of truth which flowed from 
the lips of the female ſeer and ſage, who 
ſat under the palm tree in mount 
Ephraim; and accompanied the un- 
daunted heroine to the top of mount 
Tabor, and the enſanguined plains waſh- 
Vor. N. bb ed 
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L Jo T. ed by the river of Kiſhon; let us liſten 

8 with wonder and delight to the lofty 

ſtrains of the female bard, and j Join our 
voices in the burden of her ſong. 


This ſublime poem is the moſt an- 
cient that exiſts, two excepted, namely, 
that which celebrates the miraculous 
paſſage through the Red Sea; and the 
ſweetly ſwelling. notes of the dying 
ſwan of Iſrael. It is two hundred and 
thirty-four years later than the former, 
and one hundred and ninety-four years 
than the latter of theſe ſacred compoſi- 
tions; but it is four hundred and ten 
years older than Homer, the great father 
of heathen poeſy. From its high anti- 
quity therefore, were there nothing elſe 
to recommend it to notice, it is moſt 
reſpectable; but from its antiquity and 
the very nature of poetical compoſition, 
it muſt of neceſſity be, in ſome reſpe&s, 
: involved in difficulty and obſcurity. 
This we pretend not wholly to clear 
up or to remove. Inſtead then, of 
making an attempt in which we ſhould 
rg probably, 


oe A en rr 
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probably, perhaps certainly fail, we ſhall ! 


ſatisfy ourſelves, .with pointing out a 


few of the more obvious and ſtriking 
beauties of a piece which all will allow 
to contain many and mining excel. 


lencies. 
The iefeription of this hymn of 
praiſe, firſt challenges our notice. Then 


ſang Deborah, and Barak che ſon of 
* Abinoam, on that day, ſaying.““ In 
exhibiting the character and conduct of 
this truly eſtimable woman, the femi- 
nine delicacy and reſerve are never 
dropped. As a ruler and a propheteſs 
ſne is introduced, under her relative 


character of the wife of Lapidoth. As 


the leader of armies to battle, and lead- 
er in the muſical choir which celebrated 
the victories of her country, ſhe is re- 


preſented as the companion and co- 


adjutrix of Barak the ſon of Abinoam. 


She was undoubtedly the firſt woman of 
her own, perhaps, of any age; but her 


* Ver. I. 


2 2 L con- 
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L EC T. conſequence, in place of being dimi- 
—— niſhed, is increaſed and ſupported by 
the blending of private, perſonal worth 
and ability; with the relations of ſocial 
life, thoſe of wife, mother and friend. 


Adam might exiſt a little while in Pa- 
radiſe, before Eve was formed, but na- 
ture and reaſon and religion, all ſeem 
to declare, that woman can neither com- 

fortably nor reputably ſubſiſt, ſeparated 

from that fide whence ſhe was originally 

taken. Who will deny, that the ſupe- 

riority in point of diſeretion and un- 

derſtanding is frequently on the fide of 

the female? But a woman forfeits all 

pretenſion to that very ſuperiority, the 

moment ſhe aſſumes or boaſts of it. 

Whether, therefore, it were Deborah's 
own good ſenſe, and female modeſty, 
which preferred appearing in a con- 

netted, to appearing in a ſolitary ſtate, 
though more flattering to vanity ; or 

whether the Spirit of God, in repreſent- 
ing the moſt elevated of female geniuſes 

in the moſt elevated of ſituations, 

| thought 
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thought proper, to point her out as con- 
nected and dependent, the fame leffon 

of moderation, diffidence, delicacy and 
condeſcenſion is powerfully ineulcated: 
and her ſex is inſtructed where their 
true dignity, lafety, honour and com- 
fort lie. 


The time 18 -maiked, wits this. 6 tri- 


2 anthem was firſt compoſed 


and ſung. © On that day.” It had been 


a day of danger, anxiety and fatigue: 


a day of vengeance upon the inſulting. 
toe, a day of mutual congratulation 


and rejoicing; but ill had Iſrael deſerv- 
ed ſuch a victory, and ſhamefully had 


Deborah improved it, if either the emo- 


tions of joy or of revenge had excluded 


thoſe of gratitude and love. The 
tongue of Deborah, like the pen of 


a ready writer, dictates © acceptable 
* words” to the thouſands of her peo- 
ple; ſhe cannot think of repoſe, - till 
the evening ſacriſice of praiſe be offered 
up, and from the abundance of the 
beart, the mouth ſpeaketh. The day 

9 which 
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LECT. which the arm of Omnipotence had 


—— diſtinguiſhed by wonders of mercy, 
| muſt not be concluded without ſongs of 
deliverance. From“ the confuſed noiſe 
* of the warrior, and garments rolled 
„ in blood,” the ſoul turns with holy 
joy, to the acknowledgement of that 
- © right hand and holy arm which had 
* gotten them the vitory :” and in one 
ſolemn * praiſe ye the Lord” burſting at 
once from every tongue, every redeem- 
ed Iſraelite calls upon himſelf and upon 
his fellow to give unto JEHovan the 
glory due unto his name, 


Here the ſong naturally begins, by 
this it muſt be ſupported, and in this it 
muſt terminate. All creatures, all events 
point out Him firſt, Him laſt, Him 
* midſt, and without end,” —* Praiſe ye 
e the Lord.” | 


But, religion is © a reaſonable ſer- 
„vice.“ The divine eſſence we do not, 
we cannot know; * the inviſible things 
** of God,” even has eternel power 


„and 
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e and deity,” are to be diſhovered only L EE T. 


by the things which he has made,” 
and the things which he doth. Here 
then the ſpirit of praiſe immediately 


fixes, and the recent interpoſition of a 
gracious Providence riſes inſtantly into 
view: his © avenging of Iſrael,” in which 


| Jehovah is acknowledged as at once juſt 


and merciful : juſt, in recompenſing tri- 


bulation to them that troubled his co- 


venanted church and people; merciful, 


in giving his troubled people ret, 


Vengeance; the vengeance of God! 


Fearful thought ! but oh, it is ſweetly 


relieved, by the reflection, that the right 


of executing vengeance, 1s claimed by 
the God of mercy, with awful propriety, 


as his own. This dreadful thunder, no 


arm but his own muſt preſume to wield ; 


Vengeance is mine, I will repay, faith 


e the Lord.” If I muſt be. puniſhed, 
© Jet me fall now into the hand of the 
«<Loxrp, for his mercies are great: 


and let me not fall into the hand of 


„man.“ The only vengeance permit- 
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LECT, T. ted to man, is a vengeance of kindneſs 
Sans and forgiveneſs ; the only coals which 


he muſt ſcatter, are the coals of fire of 
love. © If thine enemy hunger, feed 
him; if he thirſt, give him drink ;— 
Be not overcome of evil, but over- 
come evil with good.” Love your 
enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 

* good - to them that hate you, and pray 
* for them which deſpitefully uſe you, 
* and perſecute you: that ye may be 
the children of your Father which is 
in heaven : for he maketh his ſun to 
* riſe on the evil and on the good, and 
* ſendeth rain on the Juſt and on the un- 
— 60 Jultf. * : 
The voluntary actions of the people 
in “offering themſelves” to fight their 
own battles, are with ſingular beauty 
| aſcribed to the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God, who has the * hearts of all in his 
* hand,” and can © turn them which 
* way ſoever he will” He who could 


Matt. v. 44,45 
have 


* 
1 
» 
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have ſaved by miracles, will ſave by " 2 


means. If there be a ſpirit of concord. 
to reſiſt the common enemy it is of the 
Loxp. If internal diſſention aid the 
enemy without, we behold a righteous 
God infatuating thoſe whom he means 
to deſtroy. | 


| Having thus ſimply propoſed the glo- 
rious ſubject of her praiſe, © the ſweet 
* enthufiafl” prepares to unfold and 
amplify it. She throws her eyes over 
the face of the whole earth: views all 
nations and their potentates, 38. inne 
reſted in the glowing theme; and fun 
mons an admiring world to liſten to her 
ſong, © Hear, O ye kings; give ear, 
O ye princes; I, even I will ſing unto 
the Lord; I will ſing praiſe to the 
* Lord God of Iſrael *. What ſo de- 
lightful to a grateful and affectionate 
heart, as the enumeration of benefits re- 
ceived! What benefactor once to 
compared with the Giver of all good, 


i 
I 
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L 18 T. « the Father of lights, from whom 


—— * cometh. down. Ap good gift, and 


Having a her theme an ſum⸗ 
moned her auguſt audience, the divine 
poeteſs ſeems to pauſe for a moment, 
as if awed by the preſence of ſuch a 
ſplendid audience, and overwhelmed 
with the magnitude of the taſk ſhe has 
_ undertaken, and with renovated ſtrength, 
aims her flight, like the eagle, up to her 
native ſkies. The deliverance of that 
day, brings former wonders of mercy to 
mind; and God, the ſame yeſterday, 
to day and for ever,” is ſeen and 
adored in all. Inſtead of expatiating 
on the goodneſs of the Moſt High in 
ſtrains addreſſed to the kings and 
* princes* whom ſhe had called to at- 
tend, ſhe riſes at once to © JEenovan's - 
e awful throne,” loſes all ſenſe of created 

majeſty, and loſes herſelf in the con- 
templationof infinite perfection. Lord, 
a when thou wenteſt out of Seir, when 
thou marchedſt out of the field of 
60 Edow 
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E Edom, the earth trembled, and the LE £ T. 
« heavens dropped, the clouds alſo — 
dropped water. The mountains melt- 

te ed from before the Lord, even that 

« Sinai from before the Lord Tod of 35 


= Iſrael“. * 


The former part of this animated ad- 
dreſs probably refers to that paſſage in 
the hiſtory of Iſrael which we have in 
the Book of Numbers, chap. xx. re- - 
lating to the paſſage of Iſrael through 
the land of Idumea, which was humbly 
and peaceably ſolicited, and unkindly 
refuſed. Of this, ſome particulars might 
have been preſerved by tradition to the 
times of Deborah, though not admitted 
Into the ſacred Canon, and ſuggeſted to 
her the lofty expreſſions which ſhe here 
employs in celebrating the praiſes of 
Iſrael's God. Though he would not 

permit them to force a paſſage by the 
ſword, through the country given to the 
| poſterity of Eſau their brother, yet | in 


„ 
„ guiding 
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2 guiding them round the confines of 
3 2 Idumea, in the majeſtic ſymbol of his 


preſence, the pillar of cloud and fire, 
the great God might, by ſome ſenſible 
tokens, make Edom to know, it was not 
from want of power, but of inclination, 
that he led his people in a circuitous 
courſe. The language of the propheteſs, 
diveſted of its bold figurative dreſs, is 
fimply this, The wonders of this day, 
„O Lord, recall and equal the greateſt 
& wonders of ages paſt, We have ſeen 
* the ſtars in "their courſes fighting 
* againſt our enemies, as our fathers of 
* old ſaw mountain and plain, heaven 
*.and earth, giving teſtimony to the 
„ preſence and favour of the God of 
* Ifrael, —The field of Edom and the 
% vale of Kiſhon are equally filled with 
* the glory of the Lord. We recog- 
© nize in the hand which has diſcomfited 
© the hoſt of Siſera, the ſame Al- 
mighty power which reſtrained the 
* Idumean, and conducted our an- 
* ceſtors, if not the neareſt, certainly 
* the beſt road to Canaan,” 
35 The 
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The latter part of the addreſs evi- LECT. 


titty. refers to the awful ſolemnity 


with which the law was given from 


Mount Sinai; in which all nature, 
without a gure, bare witneſs to the 
preſence and power of nature's God. 


„ The earth trembled, the hills melted 


„like wax,” the face of heaven was 


covered with blackneſs of darkneſs, 


lightning flaſhed, the hoarſe thunder 
roared, the louder and more dreadful 
voice of the Eternal drowned its tre- 


mendous ſound, mens hearts fail them 


for tear, Moſes Ts; 


IV. 


What matter of joy to Iſrael, that he 


Who of old had thus revealed his fiery 
law, that day, that very day had come 


riding on the ſwift wings of the wind 


for their falvation! To fix theſe emo- 


tions of riſing gratitude. and wonder, 


the bard, dextrouſly and imperceptibly 
ſlides into a review of the recent diſ- 


treſs and miſery of her unhappy coun- 


try; diſtreſs yet freſh in every one's me- 
mory, miſery out of which they were 
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uc r. juſt beginning to emerge: and ſhe takes 
o occaſion to pay a juſt tribute of reſpect 
to the memory of a great man, whom 

God had honoured to be the inſtru- 


ment of redemption to an oppreſſed. 


FRO 


Thoſe who are themſelves the moſt _ 
deſerving of praiſe, are ever the moſt. 
liberal in beſtowing it, where it is due. 

It is a ſlender and contemptible merit 
which ſeeks to ſhine by obſcuring, con- 
cealing, or diminiſhing the worth of 
another. Deborah is but the more eſti- 
mable, for the frank and unreſerved 
commendation which ſhe confers on de- 
parted or contemporary virtue, and 
talents. ** In the days of Shamgar the 
* ſon of Anath, in the days of Jael, 
* the highways were unoccupied, and 
* the travellers walked through by- 
ways. The inhabitants of the vil- 
© lages ceaſed, they ceaſed in Iſrael, 
© until that I Deborah aroſe, that I aroſe 
* a mother in Iſrael.** What a melan- 


* Ver. 6, ; 


choly 


„ 
. 
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choly picture have we here of a ruined, 
wretched country? By means of op- 
preſſion, all intercourſe is interrupted; 
commerce is languiſhing to death; life 
and property have become inſecure; 
every thing dear to man is at the mercy 
of a haughty tyrant; ever expoſed to 
the ravages of a lawleſs band of armed 
ruffians: The ſcanty and dejected inha- 
bitants tremble at the ſound of their 
own feet, at the fight of their own 
ſhadow; behold them ſkulking from 
place to place, ſtealing through by- 
ways, to, carry on a ſtarved and pre- 
carious traffic; ſuffering much, and fear- 
ing worſe. 


Ah, little do we reflect, living at our 

eaſe, enjoying the bleſſings of mild and 
equitable government, © ſitting every 
one under his vine, and under his fig 
© tree, while there is none to make us 
afraid: little do we reflect on the 
miſery and tears of myriads of our fel- 
low creatures, oppreſſed, and there is 
none to help them; whoſe cry inceſ- 


ſantly 


L E CT, 
V. 
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. I T. ſantly fiſes up to heaven, but riſes | in 
== deſpair. Think what multitudes of the — 
bold and hardy Africans, are yearly 9 
driven or trepanned into ſervitude; 
through the violence or craft of their 
ov countrymen, or, through the more 
berce and unrelenting principle of Eu. 
ropean avarice, which has reduced fla- 
WR... ſyſtem, has invented an article 
% of commerce which God and nature 
abhor, and concur to prohibit; and 
that is the ſubject of the infamous, 


impious traffic? the ſouls and bodies 
of men. 


Who can turn his eyes, wüst weep- 
ing tears of blood, to the fertile ſoil, 
the clement air, and the ſimple, harmleſs 
inhabitants of the eaſtefn world, and ob- 
ferve the gifts of nature perverted into 
a curſe, the goodnefs of Providence 
thwarted by the curſed luſt of power, 
or more curſed luſt of wealth, and the 
patient, uncomplaining Aſiatic, periſhing 
for hunger, in his own luxuriant do- 
main : and the en diſgorging mil- 
| | lions 


. 
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lions of fetid corpſes into the ocean, LF c * 
the corpſes of wretches who died for — 


lack of Food, to purchaſe for a ſtill 
greater wretch, an empty title, and a 
ſeat among the lawgivers of the viſeſt, 
moſt poliſhed and humane of the na- 
tions of the weſtern world. 
| Look to this thin 1 Hh remains 

of the populous and proſperous nations 

of the ſouthern hemiſphere, and a land 


whoſe veins are gold, and its mountains 


ſilver, of which -Spaniſh cruelty and 
avarice have been conſtrained to make 

a deſert, in order to ſecure the poſſeſſion 
of it. Behold the ſullen, dejected native 
trampling under his feet gold and dia- 
monds, which he dare not put forth his 

hand to touch ; and reproaching Hea- 


ven with heaping upon him, in its 


anger, treaſures which have attracted, 
not the pious zeal and attention, but 
the infernal rage, of men who never- 


theleſs dare to: call themſelves Chriſ- | 


tians. a et ; 
"Yeu, VE H 1 Behold 


. —— 
1 N 
* 
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; Behold, yet, agai Nos Lichen nat 
dhe dom proſpef-maydapill n. Jona. 
ger incrogeh upon the, feeling 9h, hure! 
manity, by,; exhibiting, the more, than: 
ſavage, barbarity, of tyſtematie, cruelty. 


: and ppreſſion. Ge od, of METRYoR AR: 


ſpeedy end to theſe, , horrors,! aſſert thy 
offspring into liberty, the glorious li- 
berty of. the ſons of God om Us. re- 
turn to che ſweet, miſtreſs, of, Iſraelitiſſi. 
ſong; 1 lee her warm, and. riſe into na- 
_ tive, conſcious worth and, importance... . 
and | pong, be ene pride, the haneſt 
vanity of che female patriot. ; © The, 
7 inhabitants of the e ceaſed, they . 
W ceaſed i in Ilrael, until that bene 

* aroſe, that I n e A. ohen, 0 l 
© xacl.®", If ever there were ability, il, 


ever there were. ſeryices, * ever there, 


rrant 
were an g e could y; MP + 4 i 


ie Epraiſe it was the ls, 195 pub-.. 
lic ſervices « of "Deborah, an 1 th he glpti-. 
ous occaſion. on which, 0 Wre Sat 


lung. Sbe w me f ch Sxertions for the 


—— 
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public good, fl and let 2 man, le t Scho 17 2 ; : 


mian'be as vain 48 s they Will, and let; af- 
fected humility and clk denial ſay what 


they Will, it is an honourable' and lau- 


dable ground of glorying that God has 


made us the means of conveyin hap. 


5 bine to others. But occaſions of doing 
Juſtice to eminent, public female worth, 


o ſeldom occur, that I muſt reſerve' to 


myſelf the” pleafure of accompanying 


this great woman, this more than prin- 
ca; through the remeinder of her ſong, | 


in n another lecture. IN 


1 F. . | ; ea tox nr! [ 5 g OI 6 6 4 


. "Met and brethren, date RY 


with a much more noble ſubject of 
praiſe—a _— WER 3 1 to 


which carries us badly into the 4 
counſels of peace © before the world 
< was, *. which carries us forward to the 


grand conſummation, when * time ſhall 
© be no longer; when © the ranſomed 


of the Lord ſhall return and come to 


th Dio with 8 0 and e joy 


Fe 
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upon their heads: when = they ſhall 


obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow 
* and ſighing ſhall flee away.” Need I 


point out the era, Chriſtians, and the 
ſpot, and the performers, and the audi- 


ence, or * the words of the lofty 
theme ?—* There were in the ſame 


"i country ſhepherds abiding in the 


field, keeping watch over their flock 


by night. And lo, the angel of the 


Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord ſhone round about them: 
and they were ſore afraid. And the 
. angel ſaid unto them, Fear not: for 
«* behold, 1 bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which ſhall be to all peo- 
9 ple. For unto you is born this day, 
in the city of David, a Saviour, which 


« is Chriſt the Lord. And this ſhall be 
*« a ſign unto you; Ye ſhall find the 


babe wrapped in ſwaddling-clothes, 


„lying in a manger. And ſuddenly 


there was with the angel a multitude 


« of the heavenly hoſt praiſing God, 
and ſaying, Glory to God in the 
* higheſt, and on earth peace, good will 
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4; -towarda men. Here are celebrated, 
not the tranſient intereſts of a petty 


tribe, the momentary triumph of the 
_ oppreſſed, and the downfal of the op- 
- preſſor; not events which have long 
ago ſpent all their force, and left no 
trace behind; but the broad, unbound- 
ed, permanent intereſts of mankind ; 
the triumph of' © the love of Chriſt, 
„ which paſſeth knowledge :” of © the 


peace of God, which paſſeth all un- 


« derſtanding: events which extend 


their influence into eternity. We cele- 


brate © the praiſes of Him who hath 
© called us out of darkneſs into his 


* marvellous light —of God, who * ſo 


loved the world, that he gave his only 
« begotten Son, that whoſoever be- 
_« Heveth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life.t'—Of © Him 
that loved us, and waſhed us from 
© our fins in his own. blood, and hath 
* made us "_ 10 prieſts unto God 


* 51 ii. 8—14. 
+ John iii. 16. 98 
H 3 | | te 0 


. 
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„and his Father, to himcbe. glory.and | 
, *, dominion for ever and ever. Amen: 
of g Him,,* (CH * who. through, death, has 
5 « deſtroyed him that had the power of 
4, death, that is the devil.“ The bur- 
| 05 of the, Chriſtian's, ſong is, Salva- 
„tion, aly2tion - A. going on, 


6 "on of = world: are FP, Ts, 
cc kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt; and he el reign for ever 
* and everetꝰ 5 CCC 1 11111 1 55 * 
l 1 3 Sint nen 11965; | 
I be ſong of Deborah exhibits awful 
diſtinctions between man and man, be- 
tween nation and nation; preſents a 
myſtery of Providence, which human 
underſtanding endeavourg in vain to 
trace: -In the long of, eee of 

E it 3 a” cy th "of; grace. which- 

* angels defire to look into;“ it is in 

full harmony ſung, by thoſe who have 


Kev. i. 5, 6, 
+ Rev. xi. 15. 


„ | * 
* * N 


HISTORY OF DEBORAH, 103 


« come from the eaſt and from the welt, 
from the ſouth and from the north, 
« and have fat down with Abraham, 


* and Iſaac, and Jacob in the kingdom 


of God:“ where the ſpirit of this 


'LRET, 


IV. 


world finds no place, and its differ- 


ences are abſorbed of the ſpirit 


© of love: where there is neither Greek 


* nor Jew, circumciſion nor uncircum- 


« ciſion, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 


free; but Chriſt is all, and in all.“ Let 
theſe reflections be practically improv- 
ed, in conformity to the apoſtolic ex- 
IO, by our daily learning to 


“put on, as the elect of God, holy | 


* and beloved, bowels of mercies, kind- 


* neſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, 


long ſuffering; forbearing one ano- 
ther, and forgiving one another—and 


© above all theſe things, put on charity, 


« which is the bond of perfefineſs, | 
« And let the peace of God rule in 


# your hearts,” Amen, 
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Jvpexs v. 12, 13. 


| AWAKE, AWAKE, DEBORAH: AWAEEF, Awakz, 
UTTER A SONG: ARISE, BARAK, AND LEAD 
THY CAPTIVITY CAPTIVE, THOU SON OF 
ABINOAM. THEN HE MADE HIM THAT RR 
' MAINETH HAVE DOMINION OVER THE NOBLES 
AMONG THE PEOPLE: THE LORD MADE ME 
HAVE DOMINJON OVER THE MIGHTY, | 


TT i is natural for man to look forward 
to futurity; and to derive a part, at 
leaſt of his felicity and importance 
from the eſtimation in which he is to be 
held by poſterity. He knows that his 
body — ſoon die, a and his connection 
with the world be diffolved; but he 
latter ait with the fond * 
at 
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LECT. 


that His fare Mayo ſ ux b "Aſhes, 


and that his memory may be cheriſhed 
and reſpected, W his perſon be loſt 
in the 


When this anticipation, and defire ; 


of immortality, ſerve Las a ſtinulus to 


virtuous exertion, and call forth wiſdom 


a and goodyels chonou aby to fulfil their 


day, the love of fame is a reſpectable 


principle ini the individual becauſe, it 


- monſtrous And, iat der Hütte pat. 


Teflon ald hümanity will alway® rey 


becomes? anbleſſing⸗ to munkind: But 
| to wade to the tetiple 0 Fee 450 11 5 


as ek el, edt 
<\reputation” from Widow 8. 55 and 


the groahs of ecpiring w retches, 4s Worſe 


than contemptible; it is deteſtable, it is 


tiality and Pfehudice ce may Have! dont 


füch characters 4 Alkxander and C für 
with abhortence/Arip em of their ill 


earned glory, and Ag their hames 


to the Jatefſt generations? 3s the*Enefnies 
of 'n nan nkit, = 13 1111" 1 lr 44 218% 


The 
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The ſpirit of patriotiſm, in in other LEC T. 
rofpects, noble and excellent, is here 
faulty, pernieious, and worthy of the 
ſevereſt cenſure. It incroaches on the 
ſac red rights f loving kindneſs and 
tender mercy!" Ik inero aches on the 
| _>_ ſacred prerogatives of high 'Heas- 
It would make the God of the 

Forks of all fleſh; a party in the quarrels 

of tro petty ſtates, and foree the great 5 A 
intereſts of an univerſe, to bend ie 

capriee, the pride, the ambition or re- 
venge of ſome paltry prince. Hence, 
the literary monuments of all nations, 

exhibit a narrow, illiberal, ungenerous, 

impious ſpirit. The warlike genius of 

Rome acquired the aſcendant over her 
rival Carthage: The literary genius of 
that gallant people aſſumed the ſupe- 
riority of courſe; and Punic perfidy, 
| barbarity and / cowardice, became te 
ſubject of proverbial apothegms, hiſto: e 
rical records, and poetical rhapſodies. g 
But ſuppoſe, for a moment, the ſcales 
changed, and the fate of Carthage pre- 
ponderating, and we Fw d have had 

this 


- - 7 = 5s S 1 r n * 1 > - 
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LE 8 T. this whole picture reverſed; and Ro- | 
nan, not Punic faithleſsnels, cruelty and 


. cowardice had been the burden of the 
ſong, and the object of deteſtation. 
While our notes of triumph rend the 
vault of heaven, croſs that brook, look 
forward from the ſummit of that little 
hill, where we are celebrating victory 
with all the inſolence of ſucceſs, and 
erefting the monumental column to 
proſperous valour, and nought is to be 
ſeen, but ſights of woe, no voice is to be 
heard, but that of lamentation and 
deſpair; while angels, from yonder 
| ſphere, look down with pity and con- 


ce⁵rn, ſuch as angels feel, on both the 


victor and the vanquiſhed. . © The broad 
eye of one Creator, takes in all man- 
* kind: his laws expand the heart:“ 
and the © Te Deum, which angels 

ling with rapture, is, © Glory to God 

in the higheſt, and on earth peace, 
good will towards men.” 


We muſt carry theſe ideas with us as 


a correttive to the vehemence of poe- 
tical 
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tical enthuſiaſm, and learn ſtill to dif. LE 8 T. 1 


tinguiſh between the rapturous praiſe 
and cenſure of a female patriot, and 
the calm, equitable, unbiaſſed applauſe 
or condemnation of unerring wiſdom 
and eternal juſtice. In the picture of 
human nature here ſuſpended before 
our eyes, we behold it, as it is, not 

what it ought, in all reſpects, to be. 


Beben having propoſed hos ſubjet, 
in plain and ſimple terms, in the ſecond 
verſe, and ſummoned the princes and 
potentates of the earth to liſten to her 
ſong, as if the whole world were inte- 
reſted in the event ſhe was about to ce- 
lebrate, ſhe preſents to them an object 
ſupremely worthy of their attention and 
reverence, namely, the great JEHOVAn 
marching in awful ſtate before the ar- 
mies of his people, and delivering to 
them his dreadful law from Sinai, while 
univerſal nature bears witneſs to the pre- 
fence of the Creator and Lord of all. 
The earth trembling, the mountains 
-& melting, the powers of heaven ſhaken.” 
From 
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From thenee/ſhe tiitns'a wee ping eye 


— to the recent miſeries of her yet bleed 
ing country, and ſummons her compa- 
triots to gratitude and joy, for the defi- 


verance of that day, from the recollec- 
tion of the cruel reſtraints under which 
they ſo lately lived, and the calamities 


which they endured: and ſhe riſes into 
holy rapture at the thou ght, that a gra- 


cious Providence had not only wrought 


ſalvation for his people, but made Her 


the bleſſed inſtrument of effecting it. 


But in "recalling the memory of former 
evils, in order to awaken holy joy, the 


fails not to trace tlioſe Evils up to their 


proper ſource, in order to excite holy 


ſorrow and contrition, 955 They choſe 


* new gods; then was war in the gates: | 


was there: a ſhield or ſpear teen 3 8 


9 forty thouſand i in Uracl?"® | 

The great objeft 61 tis Sat i „ 
to impreſs this everlaſting | and un- 
changeable truth, tat, fin 1 is the ruin of | 
any 


n TSS TAD bene | 1417 Rl 


 agy Aatjortamthat ſalvation i;ok Ahe LFG T- 
Logo Tun mAment ne Bod is fe, . 


upubs hald a meybenemp is ſĩncihe gate. 
That, inſtant i the idol, is pulled devm, 


tbs hope gf raeh ryives. ; The, ppetie 
_ queſtion of Deborah, D Mas, therenia 
ſhield or ſpear ſegm among forty thou 
and any aels,; exprejles the higheſt 
degree of nia dejectio on and di- 
treſg i and repreſents, the. zuwhing foe," 
as not only filling all their borders with 
preſent; gonſternation, but alſo, under- 
mining all their hope ſor the time to 
come: ſtripping them of every kind * 15 | 
axmour both for defente and attack: to 
| ſuch as degree, that not one man, out of : 
foxty thouſand, was e 15 Role: 
feld. + 1 ra e163 57 5 1 
noah al wv of ie pales 1 5 
A Jewiſh Rabbin®* 4 given a turn 
ſomewhat different to the words of the 
texte rande not an abſurd one. Has 
* liael choſen new gods? then was war 
1 in the, gates. Was chere W or * 
40 2011 1611 © I A851 Pio 21 
acfamIyb! 11 14k Jarchi, page 6. 5 
bus . 5 * ſeen 


112 nisrokr or DEBORAH, 
LECT. * ſeen among forty thouſand?” that is 
ä ſay, From the time that Iſrael made 
choice of ſtrange gods, they were un- 
____ der a neceſſity of maintaining war in 
« their gates; or, of ſupporting a ſtand- 
1 *. ing army for defence againſt the in- 
ET * roads of their enemies. But now that 
= you offer yourſelves willingly to the 
Lord, and put away the ſtrange gods 
« which are among you, ſee whether 
you have any need of ſhield or ſpear 
a« againſt the moſt formidable and nu- 
* merous hoſts of foes, againſt the thou- 
* ſands and forty thouſands of Canaan? 
No, JeHovan himſelf is your ſhield 
and buckler, he fights your battles. 
Heaven and earth combine to deſtroy 
« the adverſary, the ſtars in their courſes 


* fought againſt Silera, che river Kiſhon 
8 ſwallows them up.” 


“ My heart is toward the governors 
of Iſrael, that offered themſelves wil- 
* lingly among the people. Bleſs ye 
the Lord. Speak, ye that ride on 
« white aſſes, ye that ſit in Judgement, 

«and | 
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" and walk by the \ way. They chat are LB 5 * 


45 delivered from the noiſe of archers 


in the places of drawing water; there 


* ſhall they rehearſe the righteous aQts 


of the Lord, even the righteous acts | 
towards the inhabitants of his villages 


in Iſrael; then ſhall the people of the 


1. Lord go down to the gates. That 


we may enter into the true ſpirit of the 


patriotic bard, let us ſuppole, what it is Þ 
apparent ſhe has in view, namely, ſeve- 
rally to addreſs the various orders and 


deſcriptions of men, whereof the Iſra- 


elitiſh ſtate was compoſed, and who had . 


each a peculiar, as well as a common 


intereſt, in the ſalvation which they ce- 
lebrated. She begins with her compa- 
nions in the warfare, who, rouſed by her 


| exhortations, and a Tenſe of their coun- 


try's wrongs, had cheerfully offered 
themſelves to this laborious and hazard- 


ous ſervice. © My heart is toward the 


* governors of Iſrael, that offered them- 


« * ſelves willingly N the people. 


i 5 * Ver. wn 10, 11. 


V,, 4 Bleſs 
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% Bleſs ye the Lord.“ They beſt knew. 
1 little WAS. due to human {kill and 


valour, how much, to the gracious and 
powerful. interpoſition of Heaven; let 
them, therefore, lead the band, and aſ- 
cribe unto Jehovah. the glory due unto 
his name. She next turns to the civil 


governors and judges of the land, and 


invites them to continue the ſong. | 


66 Speak, ye. that ride on white alles, 
cc ye that fit in judgement, and walk 


: 08 by the Way. f Such was the ſimple 


ſtate in which the rulers of Iſrael tra- 


velled from place to place, admini- 


ſtering, Juſtice. T The ideas, in her ad- 


dreſs to them, are tender and pathetic, 
and may be thus extended, Alas! my 
« aſſociates in government, it was but 


3  yeſterday,.t that we were rulers without 


80 « ſubjects, judges without a tribunal, 


14 and without authority: the lives and 


« property of Iſrael were not ſecured 


« and protected by law, but were at the 


2 diſpoſal of a foreign lawleſs deſpot; 


and your progress through the land 


Ver g. F W.. 10. 


FP 94 3 „ in 


® * - * , 
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in the exerciſe of your high office, was BOT. | 
& nd and overawed by a- licenſed w—— = 
« banditti. Let us rejoice | together, 
* that government has reverted to its 
channel; the highways are no longer 
« blocked up, and therefore no longer 
* unoccupied. ' Place your thrones of 
* judgement where you will, in the 
gate, in the highway, the communica- 155 
tion 18 open, there is none to make 
you afraid, the enemies whom you 
have ſeen, you l hall ſee them 1 no more 


* n for ever.” 


Her e le Tae to be made 
to the ſhepherds of the lately oppreſſed 
country. © They that are delivered 
* from the noiſe of archers in the places 
* of drawing water; there ſhall they re- 
© hearſe the righteous acts of the Lord, 
F * even the righteous acts towards the 
inhabitants of his villages in Iſrael; 
* then ſhall the people of the Lord go 
* down to the gates.”* They are repre- 
ſented as trembling at the ſound of their 


* Ver. . 


E oon 


| 
i 
N 


LECT 


: / 


116 © HISTORY OF DEBORAH. 

own feet among the pebbles of the brook, 
leſt thereby they ſhould awaken the at- 
tention of their rapacious maſters; they 


are afraid to: drive their flocks to the 


watering place, leſt they ſhould expoſe 


| themſelves and their harmleſs fleecy 


charge, to the cruel ſhafts of the archer, 
ever on the watch to gall and annoy 
them. But now, there, even there, in 


the very ſcene of their ſorrow and mi- 


ſery, where the ruſtling of a leaf durſt 


not be heard, they ſhall break out toge- 
ther into ſinging; there, free from ſor- 
row, free from fear, ſhall they rehearſe 


the righteous acts of the Lord, even 


* the righteous acts to the inhabitants 


„of the villages in Iſrael.“ Finally, 


| ſhe calls upon the inhabitants of the 


villages, the huſbandmen and vine- 
dreſſers, to add their voices to the 
ſwelling band, on recovering their tran- 
quillity, on being reſtored to the felicity 


of labouring for themſelves, and ſaved 
from the mortification of ſeeing lazy, 


inſolent ſtrangers deyouring the fruit of 


their painful. toil, and repairing, as 
befare, 


: » . : 
, 1 
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— 


before, in hap ier days, to their own LEC r. 


gates, to thei vn judges for juſtice 
and judgement. Thus, we hear, as it 
vere, the tuneful choir gradually in- 
creaſing in number, the peaſant taking 
up the ſong which the ſhepherd had put 
into his mouth, the ſnepherd following 
the magiſtrate, the magiſtrate the ſol- 
dier, till all Iſrael becomes one voice, 
one heart, one ſoul, to celebrate the 
high praiſes of God. Faint repreſenta- 
tion of that more glorious conſumma- 
tion, that purer triumph, that more au- 
ſpicious day, that inexpreſſibly more 
important ſalvation, to which the be- 
liever in Chriſt Jeſus looks in hope. 


The voice of this univerſal chorus 
having ceaſed, a ſolemn pauſe of ſome 
moments ſeems to enſue; when the di- 
vinely inſpired poeteſs awakes to new 
rapture; and the harmony of myriads 
of joyful voices ſubſides into the me- 
lody of one ſimple ſtrain. Awake, 
awake, Deborah: awake, awake, utter 
4 . ariſe, Barak, and lead K. cap- 

1 J "FP 


118 _HISTORY.,OF: DERORAH, 
1. E ICT. ff, tivity captive; thou ſon of Abinoam,”# 
—Wbat genuine touches of nature have 
we here, what ſimplicity, what pathos, 
vhat ſublimity! She ſeems: to regret her 
exhauſted powers; her ſpirit is - till 
willing; ſhe cannot bear to ceaſe ſo 
| Joon from ſo divine an employ; ſhe 
ſtarts into freſh enthuſiaſm. Having 
put words of praiſe into the mouths of 
a whole ſaved people, ſhe takes up her 
own peculiar, ſtrain, © Awake, awake, 
Deborah: awake, awake, utter a ſong: 
And then, turning to the companion of 
her victory, excites him to make a pub- 
lic diſplay of the wonderful trophies of 
that wondrous day; Ariſe, Barak, and 
« lead thy caparity” captive, thou ſon of 
Abinoam.“ Exhibit them in chains, 
who had forged chains for the hands 
and feet of Iſrael; lead them captive, 
who led in captivity the free. born ſons 
of God; ſhew triumphantly the ſpoils 
of them that ſpoiled thee; © the: prey 
1 taken from the "RE and the lawfel 


W 


* Ver. a 


cc captive 


© misr6ny oy BaBORAT, 119 
. captive delivered;” chem that « op- "LE E T. 
«preſſed thee fed with their own fleſh, No. yy 
and drunken with their own” blood, 
as with ſweet wine; a righteeus God 
© contending with them, who contended 
«with thee.” Thou fon of Abinoam. 
She rouſes her noble colleague 1 to excel 
in praiſe, as he had excelled i in counſel 
and courage, by one of the moſt power- 
ful motives of human conduR, the ho- 
nour of his father's name and family. 
Let the names of Barak and Abinoam 
be tranſmitted, hand in hand, with re- 
ſpe, to the lateſt generations; let the 
world know that on Abinoam a gracious 
Providence conferred the diſtin guiſhed 
honour of DE the father of th father 
of his country. | yk 


: 2 is not alight it 1s not country 
Kit can beftow celebrity on a deedleſs - 
name, on an idle or worthleſs character 5 
it is illuſtrious virtue, it is ſuperior Wit. 

dom, it is uſeful ability that confers no- 

bility, true nobility on families, and ce- N 

lebrity on countries. Contending cities 4 
14 dcdäalaim 1 
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claim the honour all giving birth to 
Homer. Strip Athens of her renowned 
ſons, and ſhe ſinks into a mals 'of rocks 
and ſand. How would-the heart of 
Abinoam glow with delight, as often as 
the ſound of his name reached his ears, 
in connection with that of a ſon whom a 
grateful country acknowledged, and ce⸗ 
lebrated with ſongs, as its ſaviqur | 


Is * 1 my ER we Os the Lis, and 


reduced flate of Ifrael again brought 
into view, to prepare for a freſh diſco- 
very of the power and goodneſs of 


| God, and to exhibit in another point of 


light, the ſolidity, ſtrength and ſecu- 


rity of his church, © out of weakneſs 


e made ſtrong,” © waxing,” in a mo- 


ment, © valiant in fight, turning to 
flight the armies of the aliens,” Then 


“he made him that remaineth have 


6 dominion over the nobles among the 


people: the Lord made me have do - 


minion over the mighty.“ In two 


C 


ſtriking 
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ſtriking. particulars, this gracious inter- LE 5 7. 
poſition of Heaven is emphatically point.  Cy—. 
ed out. He made him that remaineth 
*to have dominion.” It was not the 
frrength, of Iſrael, which God employed 
in cruſhing, the © nobles and pride of 
Canaan, it was not by oppoſing force 
to force, {kill to ſkill, that Providence 
decided. the conteſt ; but by a ſcattered, 
broken remainder; but by a diſpirited 
| handful, that durſt not truſt themſelves 
in the plain againſt the enemy, but by 
an unarmed rabble whom Siſera held 
in contempt, that Jehovah trampled the 
glory of Jabin in the duſt; as by a cake 
of barley bread rolling down upon a 
tent and levelling it with the ground. 


To ſet the divine ſovereignty in a 
ſtill ſtronger light, Deborah ſuggeſts, 
but not in the ſpirit of ſelf-confidence, 

that when God did appear for his peo- 

ple, he did it not, by kindling martial 
ardour and reſentment in manly boſoms, 

by putting the machine in motion in the 

uſual ay; but by creating a new 
thing 


* 
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CT. thing in the earth; by endowing a Wo- 
— man with more than manly fagacity 


and reſolution; by making a woman the 
life and ſoul of a ſinking nation; that 
God himſelf might have the undivided 
praiſe.” * The Lord made me have do- | 
« minion' over the mighty.” Is it not 
ſomewhat remarkable, that Deborah f * 
only once deſcribed as the wife of Lapi- 
doth ? whereas Barak is repeatedly, 
both in hiſtory and in ſong, brought 
forward as the ſon of ſuch a father. Ts 
it to mark the baſe degeneracy of Iſrael 
at this period? all maſculine virtue 
extinguiſhed, and importance ſunk ; the 
only trace of the exiſtence of the man, 
that he was the huſband of ſuch a wo- 
man ? The repetition of this relation 
therefore may have been omitted, be- 
cauſe it would have reflected reiterated 
diſgrace upon the one, without adding 
much to, perhaps ſomewhat detracting 
from, the glory of the other. Whereas 
the blazoning of a ſon's praiſe, inſtead 
of detracting from, is the moſt gratify- 
ing addition to, a father's honour, 
In 


» 
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In the paſſage Which Luvs: the 1 ge T. 
eee goes with a poetica and * 
prophetic enthuſiaſm intò a detail of the 
diſtinguiſhing Characters, of the ſeveral 
tribes of Iſrael, according to the part 
which they had taken, or negleRed to 

_ take, in the cauſe. of their country, at 
this trying criſis, which. at preſent Thall 
ſimply quote, with a ſingle remark, and 
then conelude. And the princes of 
„ Ifachar were with Deborah; even 
& Iſſachar, and alſo Barak: he was ſent 
on foot into the valley. For the divi- 

t Hons. of Reuben there vere great 


thoughts of heart. Why abodeſt thou = | 
among the ſheep-folds, to hear the Fd 
* bleatings of the flocks? for the divi- 4 , 
e fions of Reuben there were great | 
* ſearchings of heart. Gilead abode | 
e beyond Jordan: and why did Dan | C | 
* remain in ſhips ? Aſher continued on 
* the ſea-ſhore, and abode in his = | 


« breaches. Zebulun and Naphtah were 
A people that jeoparded their lives 
_ © unto the dees in me high places of 
Che” 


LECT. 
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«the field. This is 


the third time 
that prophetic inſpiration has preſented 


us with the diſcriminating features of 
the ſons of Iſrael, and of the tribes 
which deſcended from them, at three 


different periods, and in very different 
ſituations— Jacob on his dying bed, 


Moſes on the wing to aſcend Mount 


Nebo, and Deborah on the defeat of 
Siſera. The comparative view of Iſrael 


at theſe diſtant periods ſeems to me a 


ſubject of curious, pleaſant and not 


uſeleſs diſquiſition, and I mean to de- 


vote the men * a particular even- 
ing to it. ö 


The ſeaſon F arreſts us now, and de- 


as a ſeries of reflections, ſuited to 


winter, and change, and decay, and 
death. The paſt ruſhes upon our me- 


mory and affections in an impetuous 


tide. The future ſtill preſents the ſame 


| impenetrable curtain to our eager eyes. 


E Ver. 1 Sad.” 
1 The laſt day of the year: 


We 


= 
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We go on fondly planning ; ; and after a LE * 


thouſand proofs of vanity, return to trea- 


ſure up for ourſelves vexation of ſpirit. 


But we ſhall be relieved at length, and 


: 


# 
\ * 1 1 7 7 
oy 


ere long, land on that ſhore where fear 


and hope are no longer. If permitted 


to enter on the commencement of ano- 
ther year, we. ſhall endeavour to im- 


prove that kind indulgence, by endea- 


vouring to ſuggeſt reflections ſuited to 


the occaſion. It permitted to advance 


to a ſecond ſabbath in a new year, we 


ſhall attempt to reſume our accuſtomed 


purſuits: If to any, this be the laſt op- 


portunity of the kind, the ſolemn fare- 


| wel is now taken. And kind is that 


Providence which does not always let 


us know when we are ſaying * finally 
« farewel;“ which permits the bitter- 


nels of death to paſs before we are 
ſenſible it is come. Wo, wo, wo, to 


the man who 1s puniſhed with the fore- 
ſight of the evil that is coming upon 
him. The exploits of a Deborah and 
a Barak now live only in the page of 
hiſtory ; their ſong, 1s now to be found, 


only 
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.L * T. only in a few meaſured words ; whoſe 
chm is loſt, whoſe ſenſe is obſcure, 
whoſe ſpirit is evaporated. But, my 
friends, we have this day been comme- 
morating * an event which will never 

fink in oblivion, never ſpend its force, 
never loſe its importance. We have 

this day been carrying on, keeping 

Yup the ſong, which the enraptured 
ſhepherds of Bethlehem caught two 
thouſand years ago from a choir of 

the heavenly hoſt, which is ever pleaſing, 

ever new; let us again reſume it, and 

teach it to our children. © Glory, 
glory to God in the higheſt, and on 

* earth peace, good will towards men.” 

< Blefling and honour, and glory, and 

* power be unto Him that ſitteth upon 

_ © the throne, and unto the Lamb, for 

* ever and ever.” Amen. Hallelujah! 


eln the participation of the Lord's ſupper. 
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hopes w ae . 


THEY POUGHT FROM: HEAVEN: THE. STARS. IN 
THEIR. COURSES FOUGHT AGAINST, SISERA, | 

THE RIVER OF-KISHON SWEPT THEM AWAY, 
THAT ANCIENT RIVER, THE RIVER KISHON : 
o MY SOUL, THOU HAST FRODDEN, own 
STRENGTH. 141 85 


F cas over 5 3 page of 
inſpiration, and. contemplating the 
various revolutions of human affairs 
which it unfolds, we ſeem tranſported 
to a ſuperior region; we behold the 
| earthy | ball rolling round beneath our 
feet; we witneſs the birth, the progrels, 
the diſolation of nations; we learn to 
correct the prejudices of education, and 

our 


LECT. 
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our narrowneſs of conception ; we no 
longer ignorantly admire, nor ſuperci- 


\ ouſly deſpiſe our fellow creatures; we 


adore the great Father and Lord of 
all, who © has of one blood formed all 
e nations of men to inhabit upon the 
e face of the whole earth,” and © whoſe 


Kingdom ruleth over all.” From that 
elevation, we obſerve with humble ac- 
quieſcence and holy joy, the deſigns of 


eternal Providence, maturing, and exe- 


cuting themſelves; the individual paſſing 
away, but the ſpecies permanent; ſtates 


and kingdoms changing their form, 


their ſpirit, their character; but human 
nature the ſame under every govern- 
ment, in every climate, under every 
ſky. We behold regions, and periods, 


and nations riſing into notice, into emi- 


nence, into importance, by the talents, 


the virtues, the addreſs of one man, of 
one woman; and returning again to 


obſcurity and inſignificance, through a 


defect of wiſdom, of W ipirit, of 


exertion, 


IN 
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The hiſtory of perhaps no nation ex- 
; bibles ſuch- ſtriking and inſtructive va- 


riety of character and event, as that of 


the poſterity of Abraham. It is inter- 
eſting in itſelf, and it is cloſely con- 


nected with the general intereſts of 
mankind, That people, through a diſ- 


perſion of near two thouſand years, 


have preſerved an exiſtence. Hated; 


deſpiſed and perſecuted by all other 


nations, they remain unextirpated; a 
monument at once of the vengeance 


and of the care of Heaven: and no un- 


equivocal intimations, from the oracles 


LECT. 
VI. | 


of truth, hold them up as the objects 


of eternal Providence, in events of ſu- 
perior magnitude, yet to take place. 


We have followed the ſucceſſive 
changes which they underwent, with 


ſucceſſive emotions of aſtoniſhment, ex- 


ultation, indignation and ſorrow. And 
we find them, at the defeat of Siſera 


and his hoſt, in a ſituation highly criti- 


cal and intereſting. The propheteſs 
Deborah in this celebrated ſorg, goes 
Vol. VI. . into 
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into a comparative delineation; of the 


reſpective merit and demerit of the 


ſeveral tribes; and thereby enables us 


to eſtimate the particular character of 


each, at different eras of their political 
exiſtence. Jacob on his death-bed, and 


Moſes on the wing to depart, in his va- 


ledictory addrefs, preſent us with a ſimi- 
lar opportunity ; of which we are now 


to avail ourſelves, in the two-fold view 
of extending a little our pittance. of 
knowledge of human nature, and in- 
creating our admiration of, and de- 


pendence upon, the divine Providence. 


In the dying desde ef Jacob, Ju- 


dah, his fourth ſon, and the tribe which 


ſhould ſpring from him, make a moſt 
conſpicuous figure. The ſpirit of pro- 


phecy employs every image expreſſive 


of power, greatneſs, plenteouſneſs and 
duration, to repreſent the future emi- 


_ nence and ſuperiority of that tribe. In 


all the muſters which were made of the 


people during the forty years wander- b 
ing in the wilderneſs, and in the diſtri- 


* 


bution 
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bution of place and ſtation according to 
'divine appointment, in their encamp- 
ments and removals, we ſtill find Judah 
excelling in number and ſtrength, and 
occupying the poſt of honour, But 
Moſes takes leave of that tnbe, with a 
very flight degree of notice; and in the 
ſong of Deborah their name- is not ſo 
much as mentioned, nor is any alluſion 
made to any exploit of theirs, in cele- 
brating the triumph of that eventful day, 


Indeed the ſpirit and pre-eminence of 


Judah ſeems to have been gradually on 
the decline, from the days of Caleb, 
who conquered and diſpoſſeſſed the 


LECT. 


ſons of Anak ; till they were revived, 


maintained and extended under David 
and Solomon. And, for ſeveral cen- 
turies, we find this prerogative tribe, 
which was deſtined to the laſting ho- 
nours of royalty and rule, {leeping in 
oblivion and unimportance with the in- 
ſignificant tribe of Simeon, which hardly 


ever atchieved any action, or produced 


any e worthy of being remem- 
ä . 
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+ bered. Of ſo much conſequence is one 
man in a tribe, in a nation, in a world. 


But the perſon and tribe the moſt 


diſtinguiſhed in the prophecy of Jacob, 
and the bleſſing of Moſes, are alſo the 


moſt diſtinguiſhed in this triumphant 
anthem, Ephraim, the younger ſon of 
Joſeph, the beloved ſon of Jacob, raiſed 
by the deſtination and interpoſition of 


high Heaven, to power and precedency 
over his elder brother. To the exer- 


tions of this branch of the houſe of 


Joſeph, in conjunction with thoſe of Ze- 
bulun and Naphtali, the victory now by 


dhe bleſſing of God obtained over the 


armies of Canaan was chiefly to be aſ- 
cribed. The ſpirit of their father Joſhua, 


dead in ſo many other of the tribes of 
Iſrael, is alive in them, and happily is 


propitious to the common cauſe. 


A ſevere cenſure of the conduct of the 


two tribes and a half beyond the river, 


is more than inſinuated; it is brought 
directly forward. They are repreſented 
e 
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as totally loſt to all public ſpirit, and 1 


wrapt up in cold ſelfiſtineſs and indif- 


ference. Jordan was a kind of defence 
to them from the Canaanitiſh foe, and 
the cnes of their oppreſſed brethren 
beyond the river are drowned in the 


more intereſting bleatings of their own 


flocks. The ſame ſpirit of ſelfiſnneſs is 


repreſented as pervading the tribes who 
inhabited the ſea coaſts, Dan and Aſher, 


and who, ſubſiſting by trade, and ab- 


ſorbed by the love of gain, ſteeled 


their hearts to the feelings of ſympathy 


and humanity. Drawing their ſupplies 


from the ocean, they forget they have 
a country; and under the influence of 


one domineering luſt, all the better 


claims of the human heart, are ſup- 


preſſed and ſilenced. They purſue their 


merchandize, as the others attended to 
their ſheep farms, regardleſs what their 


wretched countrymen mean while en- 


dured. For the di viſions of Reuben 


there were great thoughts of heart. 
* Why abodeft thou among the ſheep- 
65 * Jolds, to hear the bleatings of the 

K 3 * flocks p 
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20 flocks ? for the divifiois of Reuben 
there were great ſearchings of heart. 
Gilead abode beyond Jordan: and 
« why did Dan remain in ſhips ! ? Aſher 
continued on the ſea-ſhore, and abode | 
TY in his breaches. n 1 


Such i the general view of the ſtate 


of Iſrael at this period, which the words 


of Deborah convey. The import of 
many of the expreſſions which the pro- 
pheteſs employs to convey her feelings 
on this occaſion, we pretend not to un- 
derſtand or to explain. Is it any won- 


der that in a poetical compoſition up- 


wards of three thouſand years old, in a 


language ſo little ſtudied, referring to a 


hiſtory of which the outline only is 


drawn, there ſhould be many things 


difficult to be underſtood? This much 
is evident upon the face of it, that If- 


rael at that unhappy period exhibited a 


ſpectacle, bearing but too near a reſem- 
blance to what our own times F have 


* Ver. 15, 16, 17. 
+ Great Britain embroiled with France, Spain, 
Holland, America, and an armed neutrality. 


ſeen 
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ſeen qreadfully realized. K Whats en -bFS r. 
of foes, a world in arms, combined to . 
work the downfal of a Finkut, devoted 
country. Internal diſcord, the extinction 


of public virtue, the dominion of bare- 
faced iniquity—but, the arm of the Lord 
is nene and ſalvation is Oy. 


The picture Which the Sher draws 


of the deſperate ſtate of Iſraelitiſh affairs 


is truly affecting; and is a happy prepa- 


ration for a diſplay of that unexpefted 
and aſtoniſhing relief, which had juſt 
turned their ſorrow into gladneſs. Ju- 


dah lulled alleep in liſtleſs inaftion, 


without exertion, without exiſtence ; a 
fourth part of the national force, on 
the other ſide Jordan, careleſs, tendling 

their flocks: another fourth devoted to 
their private traffic; the ſword of judg- 
ment in the feeble hand of a female; 


confederated kings threatening their ut- 


ter extirpation; enemies numerous, 


« ſtrong and lively, and hating them 
* with a cruel hatred,” what power can 


_ diſſipate the gathered ſtorm? That 


; SE Power 
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- Power which ſays. to the roaring ocean, 
* hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no fur- 


ther, and here ſhall thy proud waves 


* be ſtayed.” *© They fought from hea- 


© yen; the ſtars i in their courſes fought 


« againſt. Siſera.““ Behold, all nature 


engaged in the cauſe of Iſrael's God. 


The heavenly hoſt firſt take up the 
quarrel; angels, legions of ey angels : 


that excel in ſtrength :* © the leaſt of 


* whom could wield theſe elements.” 
The moſt powerful and ſplendid parts 


of inanimate nature feel the alarm, and 
join their influence; © the ſtars in their 


« courſes.” The earth quickly hears 


the heaven; the waters ſwell and rage; 


Kiſhon increaſed, moſt probably, by the 
recent dreadful tempeſt which had fallen 
from the air, riſes ſuddenly upon them, 
and, like the Red Sea of old, ſwallows 
up, as in a moment, the enemy and the 


avenger. 


pes 4 is a ſingular force and beauty 
in the repetition of the name of the 


Ver. 20. 
river, 
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river, with the addition of the epithet L KE or. 
c ancient.” It is natural for men to — 


value themſelves on the antiquity of 
their country, and its cities. It is the 


fond term which, in the honeſt pride 
and exultation of our hearts, we affix to 


our own land; it ſeems to confer addi- 


tional dignity and importance; we aſſo- 


ciate in the idea, the valour and ſucceſs 


of former times; we feel our hearts at- 
tracted as to a common parent; filial 


affection and brotherly love revive at 


the ſound. In the enthuſiaſm of pious 


and poetical inſpiration, ſhe beſtows 


animation and paſſion on the flood; ſhe 


repreſents it as riſing in pride and joy, 
and overflowing its banks, to ſerve the 
cauſe of ancient friends, lying under the 
rod of inſolence and oppreſſion. And 
the period pathetically cloſes, with the 


propheteſs, in a ſingle word, apoſtro- | 
phizing herſelf, as the honoured, happy 


Inſtrument of co-operating with intelli. 


gent and inanimated nature in trampling 


pride and cruelty into the. duſt, © O 


66 my 


— 
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— 6 lag. * 


I have already anticipated much of 


what I had to ſay, on the ſubject of the 


_ glowing eulogium which Deborah pro- 


nounces on the conduct of © Jael the 


wife of Heber.” Permit me only to 


repeat, that in order to our fully adopt- 
ing the ſentiments of the Iſraelitiſh poe- | 


tels, we muſt be acquainted with many 


cir cumſtances of the caſe, * hich ok. 


conciſeneſs of the ſacred hiſtory enables 
us not to diſcover; that there is a ſin- 
gularity in the whole conduct and occa- 


fion of the buſineſs, which forbids it to 


be drawn into a precedent, and pleaded 
in ordinary caſes as an example or an 
excuſe; that we are to diſtinguiſh care- 
fully betwixt the poetic ardor and en- 


thuſiaſm of a female bard and patriot, 
and the calm, unimpaſſioned praiſe and 
cenſure of ſound reaſon, or the delibe- 


rate approbation of the God of truth, 


mercy and juſtice, We know certainly 


that God cannot love nor commend 


perhdy, 
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perfidy, cruelty or revenge. But he LEC 
juſtly may, and often does employ thi === 


outrageous paſſions of one great offender 
to puniſh thoſe of another. And. that 
through ignorance, prejudice, or wilful 
miſconception, the wiſeſt of men are 
very incompetent judges of the ways 
_ works | of the OY 


The wikis up of this fs poem, 
fuggeſth the moſt ſatisfactory apology 
for the conduct of Jael; and accounts 
at the ſame time for the warmth of the 
ſtrains in which Deborah celebrates that 
conduct. It is the horrid uſe which 
conquerors uſually made of victory, to 
which I allude. The wretched females 
of the vanquiſhed people fell a prey to 
the brutal luſt of the vitors. This was 
a caſe ſo common that © the mother of 
* Sifera and her wiſe ladies“ are repre- 

| ſented as fo loſt to feminine delicacy 
and compaſſion as remorſeleſsly to exult 
in the thought of portioning out the 
virgins of Iſrael to Siſera and his ſol- 
diers, as the mere inſtruments of a bru- 
„tal 
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LECT. ta] pleaſure; as an article of horrid 
— booty for the lawleſs plunderer. The 

mother of Siſera looked out at a win- 

« dow, and cried through the latteſs, 

„Why is his chariot ſo long in coming 

_ © why tarry the wheels of his chariots. 

* Her wiſe ladies anſwered her, yea, ſhe 

returned anſwer to herſelf, have they 

* not ſped ? have they not divided the 

* prey, to every man a damſel or two? 

* to Siſera a prey of divers colours, a 

« prey of divers colours of needle-work, 

of divers colours of needle-work on 

* both ſides, meet for the necks of them 

that taketheſpoil?*” Now, may we not 

ſuppoſe both Jael and Deborah animated 
with a holy indignation againſt the in- 
tended violators of their ſex's modeſty 
and honour, and with a holy joy, on 
the defeat of their ungracious purpoſe ? 

May we not innocently ſuppoſe a mix- 

ture of virtuous female ſpirit inſpiring 

what the one acted and the other ſung? 

Our pity for the fallen warrior, and his 
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untimely, 
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untimely, inglorious fate muſt of courſe L EG T. 
abate, when we conſider that a righhte· 


ous and merciful Providence, by what- 
ever means, ſhortened a life, and ſtop- 

ped a career, which threatened the life, 
the virtue, the happineſs of thouſands. 


In perſonifying the character of Siſe- 
ra's mother and her attendants, Debo- 
rah preſents us with a happy imitation 
of a paſſage in the ſong of Moſes on the 
triumphant paſſage of the · Red Sea; 
where the poet inſinuates himſelf, by a 
bold figure of eloquence, into the coun- 
cils of Pharaoh, overhears their formi- 
dable reſolutions, and in the cloſe of 
the ſcene, rejoices in ſeeing their coun- 
ſels, once ſo much dreaded, turned into 
fooliſhneſs, by the grace and power 
of Heaven. The enemy ſaid, I will 
* purſue, I will overtake, I will divide 
„the ſpoil: my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied | 
* upon them; I will draw my ſword, 
* my hand ſhall deſtroy them. Thou 
* didſt blow with thy wind, the ſea co- 
* yered them: they ſank as lead in the 
hy mighty 
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L'ECT. «c mighty waters. So here, Deborah 
VI. 
© brings in the matrons of Canaan as an- 
5 ticipating the fruits of victory, prema- 
turely enjoying the triumph, of the ſub- 
jedction of the Iſraelitiſn damſels to their 

own pride, and the pleaſure of their 

warriors; and ſhe inſpirits the gratitude 
and joy of her fair countrywomen, by 

_ gently hinting at the dreadful hazard 

which they had run. This too, of 

courſe, diminiſhes our concern for the 

cruel diſappointment which the mother 

of Siſera endured, looking and looking, 

from her window, but ſtill looking in 

vain for him who was never more to re- 

turn; expecting and expecting that lin- 

gering chariot, which the ancient river 
Kiſhon had long ere now ſwept down 

its ſtream: fluſhed with hope, only to 

make calamity more bitter. And let 

that hope be for ever blaſted, which 

could be accompliſhed only, by what 

humanity ſhudders to think of. 


Having 
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Having thus enjoyed ſelf. gratulation, 
a called forth the grateful congratula- 
tions of her delivered country, and with 
heroic ardor trampled on diſappointed 
luft, inſolence and ambition, ſhe now 
aims a nobler flight. The world and 
its tranſitory intereſts and employments 
diſappear. The throne of God meets 
her enraptured eye. Private, perſonal, 
national animoſity are no more: all, all 
is loſt in the higher, unlimited, un- 
changing intereſts of the divine glory. 

“So let all thine enemies periſh, O 
„Lord.“ This is but a prophetic enun- 
ciation of what needs muſt be. After 

one revolution has obliterated another, 
one mortal intereſt ſwallowed another 

_ up—after- the diſtinctions of Jew and 

Gentile, Greek and barbarian, bond 
and free are loſt and forgotten, the ho- 
nours of the divine juſtice and mercy 
ſhall flouriſh and prevail. They that 
are afar from him, of whatever other 
name Or defcription, ſhall periſh; and 

the workers of iniquity ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed. 
But 
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But the pious- leader of the heavenly 
theme, as if unwilling to ſhut up her ſong 


with an idea ſo gloomy as the awful dif- 


pleaſure of the great God againſt his 


adverſaries, relieves herſelf anT us, by 


taking up the more encouraging view 


of the favour of Jehovah to his friends, 


and thus ſhe fervently breathes out her 


ſoul ; © But let them that love him, be 
« as the ſun when he goeth forth in his 


“ might.” 


Newt to the great Lord of Nature 
himſelf, who 1 Is, 


— to us inviſible, 
Or dimly fn, 1 in theſe his loweſt works; 
Miro. 


that glorious creature of his power, 


the ſun, is the moſt ſtriking and 1m- 
preſſive of all objects. And poets of 
every deſcription have enriched and 
ennobled their compoſitions by alluſions 
to the glorious orb of day, © of this 


great world the eye and ſoul,“ as the 
brighteſt 1 inanimate. image of Deity here 


below, the fountain of light, the diſpen- 
8 ſer 
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ſer of vital warmth, the parent of joy. 


The inſpired facred writers have likewiſe — 
happily employed it to repreſent the 


LECT: 


moſt glorious animated image of God | 


in our world, a wiſe and good man 


ſhining as a light in a dark place; filent- 
ly, without expectation of return, with- 


out upbraiding, in an unceaſing revolu- 
tion of diffuſing happineſs ; aiming at 


reſemblance to his Creator, by becoming 
à god to his fellow creatures. It is 
thus that Deborah concludes her ſong ; 


with a warm effuſion of faith, and hope, 


and deſire, that righteouſneſs might 


abound and increaſe, that good men 


mankind : © going forth as the ſun in 
„his might,” from luſtre to ſtill higher 


luſtre, from uſefulneſs to uſefulneſs, 


without diminution and without end. 


By the ſame fimple but powerful ima- 


gery the wiſe man repreſents the pro- 


greſs of true goodneſs; © the path of 


«the juſt is as the ſhining light, that 


Vol. VI. L ſhineth 


might be in ſucceſſion raiſed up, each 
in his day a light to his country, to 


N 


Ce wells i. 15. 24 
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L ECT. “ ſhineth more and more unto the per- 

= ſfect day.“ And Wiſdom itſelf by a 

Fila ſuggeſtion animates the zeal and 
ſupports the induſtry of thoſe who were 

to teach his religion to the nations of 
the earth; © Ye are the light of the 

« world. Let your light ſo ſhine before 
e men, that they may ſee your good 

W „works, and glorify your F ather which 


0 IS in heaven.“ 


To the whole is affixed an hiſtorical 
note, ſhort indeed, but highly intereſt- 
ing and important, And the land had 
« reſt forty years.” This is the nobleſt 
eulogium of Deborah, the moſt honour- 
able diſplay of her talents and virtues. 
If there be feelings worthy of envy, they 
are thoſe of this exalted woman, on re- 
flecting that God had honoured her to 
reſtore liberty and peace to her country; 
and to eſtabliſh ſuch a ſyſtem of admi- 
-niſtration of juſtice, of civil government, 
of military diſcipline, and of religious 
worſhip, as preſerved the public tran- 
quility for forty years. How effectually 


may 


— — 


} 


may every individual ſerve the commu- 


nity! Of what importance, then, is 
every, the meaneſt individual! How 
laſting and how extenſive is the influ- 
ence of real worth! There is one way 


in which every man may be a public 


bleſſing, may become a ſaviour of his 


country—by cultivating the private vir- 


tues of the man and the Chriſtian. 


I proceed to illuſtrate the female cha- 
racer, its amiableneſs, uſefulneſs and 


importance, in perſons and ſcenes of a 


very different complettion ; in the leſs 


glaring, but not leſs inſtructive hiſtory 
of Rur the Moabiteſs, and Naomi, 
her mother in law; happy to eſcape the 
ſcenes of horrour and blood which are 


the ſubject of the remainder of the 
hiſtory of the Iſraelitiſn judges. 
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now IT CAME 70 PASS IN THE DAYS WHEN 
| THE /JUDGES RULED, THAT THERE WAS A 
FAMINE. IN THE LAND. AND. A CERTAIN 
| MAN OF BBTH-LEHEM-JYDAH WENT ro 
| SOJOURN IN THE COUNTRY OP MOAB, HE 
AND HIS WIFE AND HIS TWO SONS. AND 
| THE, NAME OF THE MAN WAS ELIMBLECH, 
AND THE NAME OF HIS WIFE NAOMI, AND. - 
THE NAME OF HIS TWO SONS MAHLON AND, 
CHILION, EPHRATHITES OF BETH-LEHEM- 
| JUDAH. AND THEY CAME INTO THE con- 
TRY OF MOAB, AND CONTINUED THERE. 
| AND BLIMBLECH NAQMI'S HUSBAND biz; 
AND. SHE WAS LEFT AND HER TWO SONS. 
| ANÞ THEY TOOK THEM WIVES OF THE WOMEN 
| OF MOAB; THE NAME gF THE ONE WAS 
' ORPAH, AND THE NAME OF THE OTHER 
BYTH :- AND THEY PWELLEN THRRE ABOUT 
| + TEN 


by 
— 
— + — 2 
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TEN YEARS. AND MAHLON AND CHILION 
DIED ALSO BOTH OF THEM; AND THE 


WOMAN WAS LEFT OF HER TWO SONS, AND 
| HER HUSBAND. | 


"HE perpetual vicilitade that pre- 
vails in the ſyſtem of the Univerſe, 
ande in the conduct of Providence, is 
adapted to the nature, and conducive 


— — an 


to the happineſs of man. The ſucceſ- 
fion of day and night, alternate labour 
and repoſe, the variations of the chang- 
Ing ſeaſons lend to each, as it returns, 


9 peculiar beauty and 8 We are 


kept ſtill looking forward, we are ever 
hovering on the wing of expettation, 
r ilſing from attainment to attainment, 
prefling on to ſome future mark, pur- 
ſuing ſome yet unpoſſeſſed prize. The 
hircling, ſupported. by the proſpect of 
receiving the evening's reward, cheer- 
fully fulfils the work of the day. The 


hufbandman, without regret, perceives 
the glory of ſummer paſſing away, be- 
cauſe he lifts up his eyes and“ beholds 


75 the fields White unto the harveſt; x 


and he ſubmits N to the painful 


2 toll ” 
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toil of autumn, in contemplation of L ECT. 
the reſt and comfort he ſhall enjoy, 
when theſe ſame fields ſhall be white 
with ſnow. It is hunger that gives a 
reliſh to food; it is pain that recom- 
mends eaſe. The value of abundance 
is known only to thoſe who have ſuf. 
fered want, and ve are little ſenſible 7 
what we owe to God for the bleſſing of 4 
health, 1 it is e UpOn by e 


The very ER which mortality is 
weir to, have undoubtedly their uſes 
and their ends: and the ſword may be 
as neceſſary to draw off the groſs hu- 
mours of the moral world, as ſtorm and 
tempeſt are. to diſturb the mortal ſag- 
nation, and to chaſe away the poiſonous 
vapours of the natural. Weak, ſhort- 
ſighted man is aſſuredly unqualified to 
decide concerning the ways and works 
of infinite wiſdom; but weak, la- 
bouring, wretched man may ſurely re- 
poſe unlimited confidence in infinite 
goodneſs. nt 


* 


L 4 ke ; 


152 HISTORY OF RUTH. 


During the dreadful times when there 
was no king in Iſrael, the whole head 


was ſo ſick, the whole heart fo faint, 
the whole maſs ſo corrupted, that an 
ocean of blood muſt be drained off, 
before it can be reſtored to ſoundneſs 
again. Not only one rotten limb, but 


dhe whole body is in danger of periſh- 


ing, and nothing but a painful opera- 


tion can ſave it. The ſkil ful, firm, but 


gentle hand of Providence takes up the 


inſtrument, euts out the diſeaſe, and 


then tenderly binds up the bleeding 
wounds. Relieved from the diſtreſs of 
beholding brother lifting up the ſpear 
againſt brother, from hearing the ſhouts 
of the victor, and the groans of the dy- 


ing, we retire to contemplate and to 
partake of the noiſeleſs ſcenes of do- 
meſtic life; to obſerve the wholeſome 
ſorrows and the guiltleſs joys of calm- 
neſs and obſcurity ; to join in the tri- 
umphs of ſenſibility, and to- ſolace in 
the ſoft effuſions of nature; to © ſmile 
« with the ſimple, and feed with the 
1 poor. FE 


8 


The 
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The little hiſtory on which we are 


no entering, is one of thoſe Which 
every where, and at all ſeaſons, mult 


afford pleaſure and inſtruttion. It is a 


moſt Rt e diſplay. of ordinary life, 
of ſimple manners, of good and honeft 
hearts; of the power of friendſhip and 
the rewards of virtue. It forms an im- 
portant link in the chain of Providence, 
and the hiſtory of redemption. There 
is perhaps no ſtory that has been 
wrought into ſo many different forms, 
transfuſed into ſo many different lan- 
guages, accommodated to ſo many dif- 
ferent ſituations, as the hiſtory of Ruth. 
It is felt, from the cottage up to the 
palace, by the ruſtic and the courtier, 


by the orphan gleaner in the field, and 
the king's daughter. The man of taſte 


delights in it on account of the artleſs 


ſtryRure, elegant diftion, and judicious 
arrangement of the tender tale. The 


friend of virtuous ſenſibility delights in - 


it, for the gentle emotions which it ex- 


cites, and the uſeful leſſons which it in- 


culcates, The pious ſoul rejoices in it, 


C5 


/ from | 
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from the enlarged, the inſtructive, the 


conſolatory views of the divine Provi- 
dence which it unfolds. The. enquiring 


and devout Chriſtian prizes it, as ſtand- 


ing in connection with the ground of 
his faith, and contributing to ſtrenghten 
the evidence, and explain the nature, of 
* thoſe things wherein he has been in- 
« ſtructed,“ and on which he reſts for 
ſalvation. Happy the man, who, poſ- 
ſeſſing all theſe qualities, ſhall peruſe 
and employ It as a corrector and guide 
to the imagination, as a ſupport to the 
ſpirit, as a light to the underſtanding, 
a monitor to the conſcience, a guard to 
the affections, and a faithful inſtruktor 
to the heart. | 


The particular era of this ſtory is not 
marked by the ſacred penman, neither 


has he been directed to affix his name to 
his precious little work. In general, 


| it was not in the times of boiſterous anar- 


chy and wild uproar, that Boaz cut down 
his barley, and Ruth gleaned after the 


W The fruits of the field were 


protected 


W P RT 
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protected to the owner by lawful au- L ECT. 


thority, and juſtice Was adminiſtred by 2 | 


the elders 1 in Wie wm N 


TREE 
23 ff 


- If we Ander tha VEE life of man 
was now reduced to the common ſtan- 
dard, that David was the fourth in or- 
der of ſucceſſion from Boaz, and allow 
thirty or thirty-five years to be the me- 
dium ſtandard of diſtance from one ge- 

neration to another, the marriage of 

Boaz with Ruth will be thrown upon 
the ſhort adminiſtration of his townſman 
Ibzan, the ſucceſſor of Jephtha, of 
Which we have only a brief account: 

And after him Ibzan of nden 
5 TJidged Ifrael,"* | 


LOGS Oe e — 


Samuel is generally underſtood: to 
have written both this book and the 
preceding, and thereby to have pre- : 
ſerved the hiſtorical ſeries of events 
from Joſhua to himſelf, almoſt unbroken; 
and my the genealogical | deduftion * 


* Judges xii. 8. 


ſucceſſion 


| 
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E .*. ſucct ug down to David, in whom the 
w—— Toyal line of the houſe of Judah com- 
menced, altogether uninterrupted, And 
while we behold. Rahab the harlot, a 
woman of Jericho, and Ruth the Mo- 

abiteſs, not only admitted to the rank of 
mothers in Iſrael, but mothers of a race 

of kings, mothers in the line of © Meſ- 

e fiah the prince,” we are admoniſhed, 

as Peter was long afterward, on a dif. 

ferent accafion, © not to call that com- 
mon or unclean which God hath. * 
* rie. 12 . 


Iſrael was now enjoying the bleſſing 
| viſhed with a calamity which x no > ſagacity 
| of government could foreſee or prevent, 
RT and no human power remove, with fa- 
E mine. Bethlehem itſelf, the houſe of 
= bread, ſo called from the fertility of the 
ll , Ccircumjacent fields, ſinks under the preſ. 

{ure of this ſore evil, and Elimelech, one 

of the chiefs of his tribe, is, like the moſt 
illuſtrious of his anceſtors, driven to 
ſeek ſubliſtence in a ſtrange land. 


8 
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Every land according to its place on LE ECT. 
the globe has its peculiar chmate, ſoil, CR 
production. One is watered by the 
clouds of heaven, another by an inunda- 

tion of the waters of the earth. Here 
the rain deſcends according to nv fixed 
Jaw; either as to ſeaſon or quantity, there 
it is meaſured to a drop, and timed to a 
moment. On the regularity or uncer- | 
tainty of theſe diſtributions by the hand 
of hature, or the intervention of Provi- 
dence, depend the comfort, the very 
ſuſtentation of human life; on them de- 
pends all the variation of vegetable pro- 
duce, as to plenty or ſcarcity, as to great- 
neſs, wholeſomeneſs, pleaſantneſs and 
their contraries. Hence the ſame country 
is one year as the garden of God, fot 
beauty and abundance, and the next as 
the kts howling- wilderiefs; ; Canaan 
now flows with milk and honey, and 
gives bread to the full, and anon eats up . 
its inhabitants. We hear an offended 

and a mereiful God, by the mouth of 
the ſame prophet, teproving and threat- 

an human . and ingra- 

125 titude 


* 


— 
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LEST, titude in relation to this. intereſting z 
hen ſubjeR, in theſe glowing terms: „She 
did not know that I gave her corn 

e and wine and oil, and multiplied her 

« ſilver and gold, which they prepared 

© for Baal; therefore will I return and 

66 take away my corn in the time thereof, 

* and my wine in 5 ſeaſon thereof, 


n 


2 «fax. given 10 cover * 5 
« And I will deſtroy her vines and her 
= fig: trees, of which ſhe ſaid, theſe are 

my rewards which my. lovers have 
given me: and I will make them a 

* foreſt, and the beaſts of the field ſhall 

© eat them.“ And thus relents the God 
of grace towards penitent returning 
children, I will betrothe thee unto 

* me in faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt 
* know the Lord. And it ſhall come 
to pals in that day, I will hear, faith 
* the Lord, I will hear the heavens, 
and they ſhall hear the earth, and the 
« earth ſhall hear the corn and the wine 
“ and the oil, and they ſhall, hear Jez- 

— reel ; and I will ſow. her unto me in 

5 466 che ä 
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« ha earth, and 1 will have mercy an er. 


her that had not obtained mercy.“ 
Such is the myſterious ſcale of both 


mercy and judgment. Thus univerſal 
nature is combined in one firm league 


to oppreſs and conſound God's . 


ſary. Thus every creature, every event 
unites in preſerving the exiſtence, and 


5 promoting the happineſs of his repent- 
ing, dutiful, obedient children. 


Elimelech Gl or finds ine + in 


Moab, for © the earth i is the Lord's and 


the fulneſs thereof ;” and he has given 
commandment © Let mine outcaſts dwell _ 
with thee Moab ;” and that one word 


diſarms in an inſtant national animoſity, 
repreſſes the rage of the lion, quenches 
the violence of fire. The fugitive of 
| Bethlehem- Judah finds kindneſs and 


protection among inveterate enemies; 


Daniel ſleeps ſecure amongſt the fierceſt 
of the ſavage tribes; and the three chil. 


dren of the captivity. walk 1 unhurt i m che 
5 min of the YJaming, furnace, 2 


— 

1 

& 
1 
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We fee, at firſt, nothing but one of 
thoſe inſtances which every day occur, 


of the ſad reverſes to which individuals, 
fam: lies, ſtates are liable; the downfal 


and diſtreſs of an ancient and reputable 


| houſe, ſtruggling with penury, and forced 


into exile; but we ſoon diſcover, that 
the eternal eye is fixed on a nobler 
object, that the hand of Omnipotence is 


preparing the materials and laying the 
foundation of a more magnificent fa- 


bric; that infinite wiſdom is bringing 
low the royal houſe of Bethlehem, only 
to reſtore it wich N ſplendour. 


We have before us at once the cure 


of pride and of deſpair. Behold, O man 


of an hundred anceſtors, and of an hun- 


dred thouſand acres, behold Elimelech 


the ſon of Abraham poor and deſpiſed; 
the head of the tribe of Judah, a ſtran- 
ger in a ſtrange land, exiſting through 


ſufferance, ſupplied through foreign 


bounty; - and remember by what a brit- 


tle tenure, thy privileges and poſſeſſions 
are held. Conſider, child of adverſity, 


whom 


. « 


HISTORY or RUTH, 161 


whom no man knows, whom no one re- 


gards, conſider yonder neglected, re- 


duced, extinguiſhed family, and behold 


from the aſhes of the expiring phœnix, 


an immortal offspring ariſing, whoſe 


flight neither time nor [pace can limit, 
and feel thine own importance, and aim 


only at high things, and truſt in Omni- 


potence for the execution of its own 
eternal — 


In a country and among a people 


where names were not mere arbitrary 
ſounds, but conveyed a meaning. con- 
nected with character, with hiſtory, with 


: expettation, thoſe of Elimelech, © my 


God is king,” and of his wife Naomi, 
the pleaſant one,” from their peculiar 
import, muſt have a reference to cer- 
tain circumſtances in their hiſtory which 
are not recorded. The former might 


be diftated by the ſpirit of prophecy, 


and be ſignificant, without the intention 


of them Sh impoſed, or of him who 
bore it, of the future greatneſs to which 


the family, through the favour of Hea- 


Vor. VI, e ven, 


LECT. 
VII. 
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ven, ſhould ariſe, in the perſons of Da- 


— vid, of Solomon, and that long ſuc- 


ceſſion of princes which finally centered, 
and was abſorbed, in the perſon of 


Chriſt, David's ſon; yet David's Lord. 


The particulars of his own ſtory that 
have reached us, are too few and too 
general to admit of our diſcerning any 


reference or application of his name to 
his character, office or condition: but {| 
ve know enough of the character and 
hiſtory of Naomi to juſtify the ſuitable- 
neſs of the appellation to her perſon, 111 
: 2 and final attainments. 


in dhe Aer hien den and the 


ſucceſſes which attend certain families 


and individuals, we behold an apparent 


partiality of diſtribution that confounds 
and overwhelms us. Death enters into 
that houſe, paſſes from couch to couch, 
ſpares neither root nor branch ; the in- 
fatiate fiend never ſays it is enough. 


Whatever that poor man attempts, be 
the ſcheme ever ſo judiciouſly formed, 


ever ſo diligently proſecuted, uniformly 
fails; 


fails ; | the ate as "Res BRO __ 10 


ſtars in their courſes fight againſt him. — 


The very miſtakes of his neighbour turn 
out proſperouſly, his ſails are alwayͤs 
full, his children multiply, his wealth 

increaſes, his mountain ſtands ſtrong. 
Is God therefore unwiſe, capricious, 
partial or unjuſt ? No, but we are blind, 
contracted, preſumptuous. We can diſ- 
cern, can comprehend, only here and 
there a little fragment of his works, we 
are gone, before the event has explained 
itſelf; it requires the capacity, the eter- 
nity of God himſelf to take in the 
mighty whole of his plan. 1 
3 The 3 of Elimelech exhibits an 
affecting inſtance of the inequality we 
have been mentioning. The ſad ac- 
eount of famine, of baniſhment, of de- 
gradation, of dependence, is at length 
cloſed with death. Diſeaſe of body, co- 
operating with diſtreſs of mind, pro- 
bably the effect of it, ſhortens his days, 
and terminating his own worldly mi- 
ſery, dreadfully aggravates the woes of 

- 200-- the 
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the unhappy furvivors, | Wretched mo- 
ther, left to ſtruggle alone with poverty, 


folitude, danger, and neglect: far from 


friends, encompaſſed with enemies, load: 


ed with the charge of two fatherleſs | 


children, not more the objeQs of affec- 


tion, than the ſources of anxiety and 
care! While Elimelech lived, penury 
was hardly felt as a burden; in exile 


thou wert always at home; ſecluded 


from ſociety, the converſation of one 


ſtill diſpelled the gloom. Thy ſons af. 


forded only delight, becauſe that de. 


light was participated in, by him who 


had a common intereſt with you in 
them: but all is now changed, every 


load is accumulated ſeven-fold, every | 


comfort is embittered, every proſpett is 
clouded : The paſt preſents nothing but 


regret ;- the future dilnzoles nothing but 
deſpair, 


She ſeems to have given up at this 


period all thoughts of returning to her 


native country, and, making a virtue of 


dire neceſſity, to naturalize her 
= 
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family in the land of Moab, by allying 


her ſons, through marriage, to the inha- - 


bitants of the country. The ſenſe of the 
loſs ſhe has ſuſtained gradually yields 


LECT. 


VII. 


to the lenient hand of time, and to the 


ſweet hope of ſeeing the houſe of her 


beloved huſband built up, and his name 


revived in the perſons of his grand- 


children. Alas, what is the hope of 
man! the flatterer has been only decoy- 
ing her into a greater depth of wo; 


her two remaining props ſink, one after 
another, into the duſt; all that the eyes 


deſired is taken away with ſtroke upon 
ſtroke; and, to fill up the meaſure of a 


mother's wretchedneſs, both her ſons 
die childleſs, and hope expires with 


them. Now ſhe is a widow indeed, 
and exhauſted nature ſinks under the 


preſſure, 


It is the opinion of many interpreters 
chat the premature death of the young 
men was a judgement from heaven to 
puniſn their illegal intermarriage with 
; ſtrange and idolatrous women. It be- 


1 comes 
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comes not man to judge; and we know 


that God executeth only righteous 


judgement; and in wrath ſtill remem- 
bers — 


Thus in PER ſhort lines the ſacred 


| hiſtorian has delivered a tragic tale that 
comes home to the boſom of every 4 
that poſſeſſes a ſpark of ſenſibility. It 
1s a domeſtic ſtory ; it repreſents 3 ; 
which may, which do happen every day. 


It admoniſhes every one in how many 


points he is vulnerable, how defence- 


leſs he is againſt the thunderbolts of 


Heaven. It awfully diſplays the evil of 


fin, and the wrath of God againſt all 
ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of man. 
If ſuch be the temporal effects of his 
vengeance, how bitter muſt be the cup 
which his juſt diſpleaſure mingles for 


incorrigible offenders, in a ſtate of final 
retribution ! How pleaſing torefle that 
trials of this ſort do not 'always \flow 
from anger, that they are the whole- 
ſome ſeverity of a father, that they am 
at Om real _ that. ay inn 

the \ 


* 
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the iſſue really 75 yield the peaceable L EO r. 
4 fruits of righteouſneſs.” The dark. 
neſs of night at length yields to the glo- 
rious orb of day, the ſhadow of death 
is turned into the morning, and the de- 
ſolate is as ſhe who hath an huſband. 


I his makes way for the introduction 
of the heroine of this eventful hiſtory; 
and ve become intereſted in her from 
the very firſt moment. The Jewiſh wri- 
ters, to heighten our reſpett for Ruth, 
perhaps from a pitiful deſire to exalt 
their own anceſtry, make her the daugh- 
ter of a king of Moab, and as they are 
never timorous in making aſſertions, oer 
forming conjectures on ſuch occaſions, 
they tell you her father was Eglon whom 
Ehud flew. It is hardly probable that 
a prince of that country would have 
given his daughter in marriage to a 
needy adventurer who had baniſhed 
himſelf from his country through ne- 


ceſſity. But of little importance is it, 
whether ſhe were born a princeſs or no. 


Nature has adorned her with qualities 
1 Eh ſuch 
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Br. ſuch as are not always to be found 


VII. 


in the courts of kings; qualities which 


beſt adorn high birth, and which en- 
noble obſcurity and indigence; fide- 
lity and attachment; a ſoul capable of 
fond reſpect for departed worth, and 


living virtue: magnanimity to ſacrifice 


every thing the heart holds dear, to de- 
cency, friendſhip, and religion; magna- 


nimity to encounter, without repining, 
painful toil and humiliating dependence, 


in fulfilling the duties of gratitude, hu- 
manity, and piety. How eloquent is ſhe 


when ſhe ſpeaks, how great when ſhe 
ſays nothing, how tranſcendantly exalted 


in all ſhe thinks, ſpeaks and acts! With 
what divine art, ſhall I ſay, is ſhe intro- 
duced in the ſacred drama? After we 
have been melted into pity by the cala- 
mities of Naomi's family, and ſeen the 


widowed mourner ſinking under wave 


upon wave; and the profpe& of pro- 


geny, the laſt darling hope of an Ifrael- 


1tſh matron, rudely torn from her, lo 


an angel in the form of a damſel of 


Moab, a mourner and a widow like her- 


ſelf, 


* 
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ſelf, appears to comfort her, and makes L EO r. 
her to know by ſweet experience that⁊ꝛ 
he, that ſhe, has not loſt all, who has 
found a kind and faithful friend. What 
is the ſound of the trumpet, and a long 
train of mute and ſplendid harbingers, 
compared to the ſimple preparation of 
unaffected natufe ! Let us wait her ap- 
proach in ſilent expeAation; and muſe 
on what 1s — 


: 3 one generation of men 
goeth and another cometh; one planet 
ariſing as another ſets, every human ad- 
vantage balanced by its correſponding 
—Inconveniency, every loſs compenſated | 
bya comfort that grove out of it. 


3 the purpoſe of the Eternal 
mind maintaining its ground amidſt all 
the toſſings and tempeſts of this troubled 

ocean, triumphing over oppoſition, ſerv- 


ing and promoting itſelf by the wrath 
of man and the malice of hell, out of 


darkneſs riſing into luſtre, © out of weak- 
L neſs made ſtrong,” by the energy of 
ES | the 
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the great firſt cauſe, acquiring life, vi- 
gour and proſperity from the extinction 
of means, from the deſtruction and 

death of ſecondary cauſes. 


Attend to the great tins object of 


divine revelation, to which all refer, to 
which all are ſubſervient, in which all 
are abſorbed and loſt. I will make men- 


tion of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob; of 
Moſes and the prophets; of Boaz and 
Ruth. I will make mention of Ra- 
hab and Babylon to them that know 


< me; behold Philiſtia and Tyre with 


thiopia : This man was born there; 
c and of Zion it hall be ſaid, this man 


* was born in her: and the Higheſt 


« himſelf ſhall eſtabliſh her. The Lord 


« ſhall count, when he writeth up the 


© people, That this man was born 
there.“ May our names be written in 
the Lamb': s book of life, among the liv- 
"mos in "Ramen 7 . 


The TORE "REY of theſe perſonages 
and events, one after another, were re- 
mote 
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mote ſteps of the preparation of the 


goſpel of peace. And every perſon now 
born into the church of Chriſt, and every 


event now taking place in the admini- 


ſtration of human affairs, is a little ſpace 


in the great ſcale of eternal Providence, 


and a gradual preparation for the final 


conſummation of all things. Let © thy 


-08 kingdom come, O God! Let fatan's 
kingdom be deſtroyed; let the kingdom 


of grace be advanced; ourſelves and 
others brought into, and preſerved in it, 


and let the kingdom of glory be — 


ed! Amen! 


LECTURE 


1 


— boo 


8 8 N 
0 
1 
/ 
Fo l 9 8 5 . ps " 
UT P Ä—.———π—tf π W W 1 . 5 
. * 
: i 
. 2 2 : F , / | 4 
HISTORY or RUTH | 
| p 4 g ö | „ 5 * 8 N 
* . - - 0 * . ; : „ oy 2 a | 0 + 9 "IP * 
* " a... 1 * DE. 1 PE * # .Þ F * 9 W & # „ . ** 
4.4 : k > + 3 > 7 F 4 
» 2 "OF 
C4 


* 


0 * . 5 5 2 0 
1 * 1 7 * 1 . 2 1 * . : A bY 4 8 - - £4 & „ 
- . . <0 e : f 5 4 T e 2 , e 8 
: w _ * k — * * * h 4 © . _ 
4 5 NY 5 2 0 N 1 + * * wr + * a : ” a * : —e 
4 5 ea — 1 i * * 
2 ; 4 1 T3 - * 
4 5 N - 
# 1 T 


_ RuTH i. 14—18, 
Ax THEY LIFT UP THEIR VOICE, AND WEPT 
| AGAIN: AND ORPAH KISSED HER MOTHER= 
IN-LAW; BUT RUTH CLAVE UNTO HER, 
AND SHE SAIP, BEHOLD, THY SISTER-IN- 
| LAW IS GONE BACK UNTO HER PEOPLE, AND 
UNTO HER GODS: RETURN THQU AFTER THY 
. SISTER-IN-LAW, AND RUTH SAID, INTREAT 
ME NOT TO LEAVE THEE, OR ro RETURN 
FROM FOLLOWING AFTER THEE: FOR WHI- 
| THER THOU GOEST, I WILL GO; AND WHERE 
THOU LODGEST, 1 WILL LODGE : THY PEOPLE 
. SHALL BE Mr PEOPLE, AND THY, GOD MY 
GOD: WHERE THOU DIEST,. WILL I DIE, 
AND THERE WILL 1 BE BURIED: THE LORD 
| DO 80 TO ME, AND MORE ALSO, IF OUGHT 
BUT DEATH PART THEE AND ME. WHEN 
SHE SAW THAT SHE WAS STEDFASTLY 
MINDED TO GO WITH HER, THEN SHF LEFT 
_ BFEAKING UNTO HER, : 


LECT. 
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Ky 


HE calm, untumultuous, unglaring 
ſcenes of private life, afford leſs 
abundant matter for the pen of the 
hiſtorian, than intrigues of ſtate, ſenato- 


rial contention, or the tremendous ope- 
rations of the tented field, but they ſup- 
ply the moraliſt and the teacher of reli- 


gion with more pleaſing, more ample, 


and more generally intereſting topics of 


uſeful information, and ſalutary inſtruc- 


tion. What princes are, what ſtateſmen 


- meditate, what heroes atchieve is rather 


an object of curioſity than of utility, 
They never can become examples to 


the bulk of mankind. - It is when they 
have deſcended from their public emi- 
nence, when they have retired to their 


private and domeſtic ſtation, when the 
potentate 1s loſt in the man, that they 
become objects of attention, patterns 
for imitation, or beacons ſet up for ad- 
monition and caution. FOIL 


For the ſame reaſon, the meek, the : 
modeſt, the noiſeleſs exhibition and ex- 


erciſe 


nne os 


erciſe of female excellence, occupy a 
ſmaller ſpace in the annals of human 


nature, than the noiſy, buſtling, forenſic 
purſuits and employments of the other 


| ſex, But when feminine worth is gen- 


tly drawn out of the obſcurity which it 


loves, and advantageouſly placed in the 


light which it naturally ſhuns, O how 
amiable, how .irrefiſtible, how attractive 


it is! A wiſe and good woman ſhines, by 


not ſeeking to ſhine; is moſt eloquent 


when ſhe is ſilent, and obtains all her 


LECT. 


will, by yielding, wt We by ** : 


tence, by ſelkdenin. 


Scripture, as it excels in every thing, 
i it peculiarly excels in delineating 
and unfolding the female character, 

both in reſpect of the quantity exhi- 


bited, and of the delicacy, force and 


: effect of the deſign, We have already 


ſeen this exemplified, in a variety of in- 


ſtances.—in the dignified conjugal attach- 


_ conſcious, impatient ſuperiority of Sa- 


meat. ang reſpect, in the matron-Jike, 


rab—in the maternal partiality, eager- 
nels 
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neſs and addreſs of Rebekah—-in the j Jea- 


lous diſcontent and impatience of Ra- 
chel—in the winning condeſcenſion, 


and the melting commiſeration of Pha- 
raoh's dau ghter—in the patriotic ardor, 


the prophetic elevation, the magiſterial 


dignity of Deborah, the wife of Lapi- 
_ doth—in the unrelenting firmneſs, and 
the daring, enterprizing PO of Jael, 


the wite of Heber. 


F ai vice and worthleſſneſs are de- 


lineated on the ſacred page with equal 
kill, truth and juſtice, from the inſo- 
lence of Hagar, and the treachery of 


Delilah, down to the implacable venge- 
ance of Herodias, and the inſatiate cru- 


elty of her accurſed daughter. 


Three more female portraits are now 


preſented for our inſpection, and our 


improvement; all expreſſive of charac- 


ters eſſentially different, all poſſeſſing 
features of ſtriking reſemblance, all ex- 


hibiting qualities which create and keep 
alive an intereſt, all copies from nature, 


all 


all — by.d the 4 of Thin who L us TY 
knows what is in man. | — 


10 We | ha ales thi wretchedneſs, 
and ſympathized in the ſorrows of Na. 


omi, my pleaſant one, reduced from rank 


and fulneſs to obſcurity and indigence, 
bamiſhed from her country and friends, 


a a ſtranger in a ſtrange land, robbed of 
her huſband, bereaved of her children; 


having no protector ſave Heaven, no 
hope or refuge but in the peaceful 
grave. Behold the thrice widowed 


mourner bowing the head, and hiding 
the face in ſilent grief. She is dumb, 


the opens not her mouth, becauſe the 
Lord hath done it. The miſerable part- 


ners of her wo only increaſe and em- 


bitter it. Two young women, like 


| herſelf widows, childleſs, comfortleſs; 


tondly attached to her, and tenderly he. 


loved by her, becauſe fondly attached 


to the memory of their huſbands; but 
their mutual affection rendered a pu- 


m{hment, not a pleaſure, by the preſſure 
of poverty and the bitterneſs of neglett. 
Vor. VI. - At 
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LECT. 
VIII. 


At length ſhe is rouſed from the flupe- 


faction of grief by tidings from her 


Pd 


- 


country, from her dear native city, and 
a ray of hope diſpels the gloom of her 
ſoul. She © hears in the country of 
« Moab how that the Lord had viſited 
. A people in giving them _ | 


In the wiſdom and en of Pro- 
vidence, there 1s a healing balm pro- 


vided for every wound. The lenient 


hand of time ſoothes the troubled foul. 
to peace; the agitation of the mind at 
laſt wearies it out, and lulls it aſleep, 


and its weakneſs becomes its ſtrength. 


Though in miſery we cleave to the love 
of life, and having loſt our comforts one 
after another, we are ſtill enabled to 
look forward with fond expectation to a 


new ſource of joy. And when all 
temporal hope is extinguiſhed, and re- 


luctantly given up, the ſpirit aſſerts its 
own immortality, and reſts in hope be- 
yond the grave. Naomi is reduced to a 
_ melancholy, mortifying alternative; of 
ann a poor, deſerted: exile 1 in the 


land 


A 
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land of Moab, or of returning to Beth- 


lehem - Judah, ſtripped of all her wealth, 


alu her glory; to be an objeR, at beſt, 
ol pity, perhaps of contempt. On this 


however ſhe reſolves, flattering herſelf 
that change of place, and change of ob- 


jor ont alleviate her diſtreſs. 


The two young Moablteſſes, in uniting 


themſelves to men of Iſrael, had re- 


nounced their own kindred and coun- 


try, perhaps their native gods; and 
therefore liſten with } Joy to the propoſal 


of their mother-in-law, to return to Ca- 
naan. It is the more pleaſing to ob- 
ſerve this union of ſentiment and affec- 


tion, that the relation in queſtion is ſel- 
dom found favourable to cordiality and 


harmony. It furniſhes a preſumptive 


proof of the goodneſs of all the three, 


and they had indeed a moſt mournful 


bond of union among themſelves— 


common loſs, common miſery; and the 


heart ſeems to have felt and acknow- 
ledged the ties which alliance had form- 


ed and the hand of death had rivetted. 


N 2 Behold 


180 HISTORY or RUTH. 


Behold then the mother "EN ber 
daughters turning their back on the 


painfully. pleaſing ſcenes of joys and 


ſorrows paſt, unattended, unprotetted, 


unbefriended, diſregarded, as ſad a reti- 
nue as ever wandered from place to 
place. They are hardly in motion from 
their place, when Naomi, penetrated 
' with a lively ſenſe of gratitude for friend- 
ſhip ſo generous and diſintereſted, over- 


whelmed with the proſpect of the ſtill 


greater miſery in which theſe dutiful : 
young women. were: about to involve 
' themſelves, from their love to her, and 


unwilling to be outdone in kindneſs, 


earneſtly intreats them to return home 
again, urging upon them every conſider- 
ation that reaſon, that affection, that 


prudence could ſuggeſt, to induce them 


to ſeparate from a wretch ſo friendleſs 
and forlorn, ſo helplels, ſo hopeleſs as 
herſelf. To ſuffer alone is now all the 
conſolation ſhe either expects or ſeems 


to wiſh: the deſtitute condition of theſe 


ſiſters in affliction, is now her heavieſt 


burthen. Indeed the ſituation of theſe 


n three 


* 
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chree female pilgrims has in it, ſome- * E ECT. 
thing wonderfully pathetic and intereſt- _ 1 


ing. There they are upon the road, on 
foot, with all the weakneſs, ignorance, 
timidity, uncertainty and irreſolution of 
their ſex; not knowing which way to 
bend their courſe, expoſed to the craft, 
violence or inſult of every one they 
met; ſinking under the recollection of 
what they had endured, ſhrinking from 
the apprehenſion of what might yet be 
before them: attempting to comfort 
each other, and, in that, every one 
ſeeking ſome ſlender conſolation for 
herſelf. Think on the failure of bread, 
on the failure of money, on the ap- 
proaches of night, on the natural ter- 
tors and dangers of darkneſs, on the ſa- 
vageneſs of wild beaſts, and the more 
formidable ſavageneſs of wicked men. 
Think on the unkindneſs and indiffer- 
ence of an unfeeling world, and the 
darker frowns of angry. Heaven. We 
are diſpoſed to weep while we reflect on 
Jacob, a fugitive from his father's houle, 
compoſing his head to reſt upon a pillar 
Ng 2 
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of nes ids the canopy of the open 


ſky; at reflecting on Joſeph, torn from 


his father's embrace, fold into flavery, 
caſt into a dungeon; but I find here 
ſomething infinitely more deplorable. 


They were men, fluſhed with youthful 
_ ſpirits, with youthful hope: the vigour 


of their minds had not. been broken 


down by the iron hand of affliction, | 


their proſpects were enlivened with the 
promiſes and viſions of the Almighty; 
but theſe unhappy wanderers have drunk 


deep of the cup of adverſity; their ſo. 
ciety is worſe than ſolitude, deſpair 


| hangs over all their future proſpects. 


Stand ſtill and ſhed the tear of compaſ- 


ſion over them, ye daughters of afffu- 


ence, proſperity and eaſe, who ſtart at 
a ſhadow, who ſcream at the ſight of a 


| harmleſs mouſe, who tremble at the 


ruſtling of a leaf ſhaken by the wind; 


ye who never knew the heart of a 
ſtranger, the keen biting of the wind of 
heaven, the ſtern aſpect of hunger, the 


ſurly blow, or ſcornful look of pride 
and cruelty, Or rather, weep over them, 
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| ye whoſe wounds are Rilt bleeding, to LE er. 


VIII. 


whom veariſome days and nights have — 


been appointed, who by the experience 


of miſery, have learned to pity and to 


ſuccour the miſerable. May the God 
of merey, the friend of the orphan, the 


judge of the widow, the refuge of the 
diſtreſſed, have mercy upon them, and 
conduct them in ſafety to their dcfired : 


haven. 


k 


Which ſhall we : moſt allies; the ge- 


neroſity and difintereſtedneſs of the mo- 


ther, or the ſteadineſs, ſpirit and reſolu- 
tion of the daughters? How pleaſur- 
able is ſtrife of a certain kind, the ſtrife 
of good will, of magnanimity, of grati- 


tude, of piety, of ſelf-denial! The lan- 
guage, the ſentiments, are the language 


and ſentiments of nature, they flow from 
the heart, and reach the heart. And 
Naomi ſaid unto her two daughters- 
„ in-law, Go, return each to her mo- 
« ther's houſe: the Lord deal kindly 
* with you, as ye have dealt with the 
* dead, and with me. The Lord grant 


N 4 . i 5 * you , 
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e you that ye may find reſt, each of 


. you, in the houſe of her huſband. 
„Then ſhe kiſſed them. And they lift 


wy * their voice and wept, '* 


The cond: woman herſelf admits that 
enough. of reſpect has been paid to 


filial and conjugal tenderneſs; ſhe wiſhes 
and prays as a recompence for their 


kindneſs to the living, and devotedneſs 
to the memory of the dead, more laſt- 


ing and more auſpicious connections 


with huſbands of their own country. 


She propoſes not, recommends not the 
affected, conſtrained, involuntary re- 


tirement and ſequeſtration of prudiſh, | 


ſqueamiſh virtue; and they, on their 
part, aſſume no unnatural airs of im- 


mortal grief; they form no flimſey ſuſ- 


picious vows of undeviating, unalterable 


attachment; make no clamorous, un- 


meaning, deceptious proteſtation of love 
extinguiſhed, and never to be rekindled, 


the pitiful artifice of little minds to 


# Ver. 8, 9. 


flatter 
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flatter themſelves, and catch the admi- 
ration of others. How much more em- 
phatical the ſilent, unproteſting reply 
of Orpah and Ruth! © She kiſſed them; 
and they lift up their voice and _ 4 
What charming eloquence is heard, 


ſeen, is felt in thoſe tears! Have theſe * 
lovely damſels leſs regard for their de- 
parted lords, are they more eager to 


form new alliances, that they ſay no- 
thing? I cannot believe it. Noiſy grief 
is quickly over, ſoon ſpends itſelf. Sin- 
cerity ſeldom calls in the aid of excla- 


mation, vehemence and vows; but du- 
bious, ſtaggering fidelity is glad to ſup- 
port itſelf: with the parade of wo, and 


the pomp of declamation. 


Their perſevering, Ae un- 


proteſting friendſhip but endears them 
the more to their venerable parent, and 
inclines her the more powerfully to re- 
ſiſt their inclination, and prevent the 
ſacrifice which they were diſpoſed to 
make; and again ſhe has recourſe to 
more earneſt and tender expoſtulation, 
| reſolved 


386 


'T 
HISTORY or RUTH, 


reſolved to offer up a noble ſacrifice to 
maternal tenderneſs in her turn. And 
Naomi ſaid, Turn again, my daugh- 5 
* ters: why will ye go with me? are 


* there yet any more ſons in my womb, 
« that they may be your huſbands ? 
Turn again, my daughters, go your 
May; for I am too old to have an 
© huſband. If I ſhould ſay, I have hope, 


if I ſhould have a huſband alſo to- 


* night, and ſhould alſo bear ſons; would 


ye tarry for them till they were 


ce grown? would ye ſtay for them from | 


2 having huſbands? nay, my daughters: 


* for it grieveth me much for your 


0 ſakes, that the hand of the Lord is 


0 gone out againſt me.“ 


What ſueet touches of unſophiſti- 
cated nature preſs upon the heart, in 


peruſing this addreſs! beyond the pomp 


and power of art to reach. Who is not 


melted at hearing the undiſſembled 


wailings of a good and honeſt mind, 


Ver. 11 iz. 


mourn- 


» 
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- mourning for others not itſelf; calmly 


ſurrendering its own intereſt in the joys 
of life, but anxiouſly deſirous to procure 


and preſerve them for thoſe whom ſhe 
loved as her own ſoul; nobly reſigning 


that cordial of cordials, virtuous friend- 
| ſhip, when it could not be enjoyed but 
to the detriment of thoſe who felt and 


_ expreſſed it; compoſed to the proſpe& 


and ſuffering of ſolitary anguiſh, pro- 


_ vided her | amiable childrenwere. e.. 


ſtored to the rank, affluence and com- 


fort which they ſo well deſerved. How 
poor and contemptible are the conten- 


tions for precedency and pre-eminence, 


the emulation of fortune and dreſs, the 


rage of admiration and conqueſt, com- 


pared to this! How pleaſant is it to 


ſee an humble fortune dignified and 


ſupported by men and ns 


of mind! 


The touchſtone is now applied to the 
affection of the two ſiſters, and their 
characters and merits are finally diſ- 
cloſed. Orpah ſuffers herſelf to be per- 

ſuaded; 


' LECT. 
VIII. 


—— lution overcome; we behold her ſepa- 
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ſuaded; with regret we behold her reſo. 


rating from her mother-in-law, with the 
valedictory kiſs of peace, and returning 


to her country and her gods; and we 


5 


hear of her no more. But Ruth cleaves ; 
to her new choice, unmoved by the ex- 
ample of her ſiſter, or the intreaties of 


her mother, ſhe perſiſts in her purpoſe; 
the deſertion of Orpah only knits her 
heart the faſter to her adopted parent, 
and in words far ſweeter than the night- 
ingale s ſong, ſhe breathes out her unal- 
terable reſolution to live and to die 
with her. How could Naomi find in 
her heart to make another attempt to 
ſhake off ſo lovely a companion? How 
delighted muſt ſhe have been, in yield- 
ing the triumph of kindneſs to a pleader 
ſo irreſiſtible! © And Ruth ſaid, Intreat 


me not to leave thee, or to return 


from following after thee: for whi- 
ther thou goeſt, I will go; and where 
thou lodgeſt, I will lodge: thy people 


_ * ſhall be my people, and thy God my 


&© God: where thou dieſt, will I die, 
| "and 
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9 ca there will I be buried: the Lord KH 


« do ſo to me, and more allo, = . 
* but death part thee and me.” 


55 The 8 is every way outdone, 


overcome, and contends no longer. — 


55 to perſiſt farther had been cruelty, not 
friendſhip; and thus mutual ſympathy 
and deliberate choice have, under the 


direction of all- ruling Providence, form- 


ed an union dearer than the ties of in- 
tereſt, or even the bonds of nature 


know: and thus the ſame breath Which 
extinguiſhes the fainter ſpark, blows up 


the ſtronger into a purer, brighter flame; 


and thus the God who has all hearts and 


all events in his hand, ever rears a refuge 


for the miſerable, provides a remedy 


againſt deſpair, and extracts a precious 


eſſence from calamity, which operates its 


own cure. When ſhe ſaw that ſhe was 


« ſtedfaſtly minded to go with her, then 
* ſhe left ſpeaking unto her. . And 


thus Ruth ſtands without an equal, 


* Ver. 1 23. 7 + Ver. 18. 
e with- 


out a rival, And how has ſhe gained 
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the glorious ſuperiority over a ſiſter ? By 


a lofty tone and an overbearing ſpirit, 


by the poiſoned whiſper, and the dark 


infinuation ; by ſmoothneſs of forehead 


and malignity of heart? No, but by 


perſeverance in well-doing, and adhe- 
rence to rectitude; by modeſt firmneſs, 
and heart- affecting ſimplicity; by un- 
diſſembled affection and unaffected pi- 
ety.—O goodneſs, how pure, how fin- 
cere, how ſatisfactory are the honours 


which crown thy head, and dilate 5 10 
: heart! 


It is impoſſible to tire in contemplat- 


ing an object ſo tranſcendently excel- 


lent. In that fair form all the feminine 
virtues and graces love to refide. We 


| have pointed out ſome of them; let us 


meditate for a moment, on that which 
is the crown and glory of all the reſt, — 


Eftimable for her conjugal fidelity, and 
filial attachment; great in her volun- 
tary renunciation of the world, and pa- 


tient ſubmiſſion to poverty, hardſhip, 
and 


er; 


meronv or RUTH; 


and contempt how ſuperlatively great, 
how ſupremely eſtimable does ſhe ap- 
pear, arrayed in the robe of unfeigned 
piety, and triumphant faith in God! 


The world may perhaps condemn her 
for preferring the ſociety, country, and 


proſpetts of ſo poor a woman as Na- 
omi to the friendſhip of her own: kin- 
dred, the poſſeſſions of her native home, 
the allurements of preſent eaſe and com- 


fort. Had ſhe conferred with fleſh and 
blood, how very different had the de- 
cifion been! But the ſame divine prin- 


eiple which cauſed Moſes to * refuſe to 


* be called the ſon of Pharoah's daugh- 
and which taught him * to eſ- 


* teem the reproach of Chriſt greater 
* riches than the treaſures of Egypt, 


determined this amiable creature to 
withdraw from the companions of her 
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youth, the protection of her father's 


houſe, and the religious worſhip of her 
- anceſtors; and to follow a deſtitute for- 
lorn widow from country to; country, 


to caſt her ſubſiſtence upon the care of 


Providence, 


* 


LECT. 
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Providence, and to look for her reward 


Obſerve theſe diſtin cas of the 


religious principle by which * was 
W N 


' N as deliberate. the reſult of re- 


flection, compariſon and choice, not 


the prejudice of education, the deter- 
mination of ſelf-mtereſt; nor the mo- 


mentary effect of levity and caprice. 
Her prejudices, her partialities, her 


worldly intereſts were all clearly on the 


other ſide. The idolatrous rites of 


Moab vere faſcinating to a young 


mind, not yet beyond a taſte for plea- 
ſure; the aſpect of the religion of Ca- 


naan was rather ungainly and forbid- 


ding, and to adopt it implied the renun- 


ciation of all that the heart naturally 


huolds dear. When ſhe therefore thus 
F folemnly affirms, © your God ſhall be 


* my God,” it is in effect ſaying, I 
* have counted the coſt, I know whom - 
© I have 
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I have believed. I have opened my 


© mouth-unto the Lord, and 1 cannot 


go back. L have ſubſcribed with my 


„ hand to the God of Jacob. Bleſſed 
* be the day that I came into connec- 
© tion with an Lfraelitiſh family. It has 
indeed coſt me many tears, pierced 


C through my heart with many ſorrows, 


« it is baniſhing me from my dear na- 
tive clime, from the endearments of 


* parental affection, from eaſe, honour 


and abundance, driving me among 
* ſtrangers, expoling me to ſtruggle 


with uncertainty, anxiety, neceſſity, 


* neglect and ſcorn, but my reſolution 


* 1s fixed: none of theſe things move 
* me; every ſacrifice, every loſs, every 
5 Ape is infinitely more than coni- 
* penſated by having Iſrael's God for 
my God.” Which leads to obſerve a 


II. feature of Ruth's religious cha- 


rafter ; it was ſteady and perſevermg. It 


might at firſt have been mere reſpett 


for the opinions and practice of the 


huſband of her youth; the mere de- | 


.  xenc 
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cency that ſuited an adopted daughter 


of Iſrael; but this had long ceaſed to 


be a motive; had it amounted but to 
this, it had been buried in the grave of 
her departed lord; but what was at firſt 


complaiſance and decency grows up 


into enquiry, enquiry produces heſi- 


tation, and more ſerious enquiry, this. 


Improves into conviction, and convic- 
tion is followed by a determination not 


to be moved or ſhaken, and ſhe con- 


tinues ſtedfaſt to the end. Her conſtancy, 
it muſt be allowed, was put to ſevere 
trials. Orpah has gone back, Naomi 
carries her expoſtulation up to impor- 
tunity, I had almoſt ſaid, to downright 


violence; the difficulties and hardſhips 


ol the way were increafing not diminiſh- 


ing upon her. Had not © the heart been 
«* eſtabliſhed by grace,” fo many, ſuch 


accumulated diſcouragements, muſt have 
ſubdued the ardour of her ſpirit, and fent 
her back after her ſiſter ; but ſhe has 


put her hand to the plough, and muſt not 
look back. Obſerve, ſhe does not at- 
tempt to reaſon, does not oppoſe argu- 

| ment 


: 
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ment to argument, but! «being fully per- 
„ ſuaded in her own mind, adheres 


firmly to her point, and argues irreſiſt. 


ibly by not arguing at all, and prevails 
by entreaty. See that your cauſe be 
good, my fair friend, perſiſt in it, pro- 


= ſecute 1t — and be aſſured of the 


5 Oy” 


III Obſeres 4 as Ruth's Ws 
principle was deliberate, was ſteady and 
perſevering, ſo it was lively, efficacious, 
praftical. We hear nothing of the prattle 
of piety, nothing of the violence of a 
young and a female proſelyte, no queſ- 
tion of doubtful diſputation introduced, 
about places and modes of worſhip, 
about Jeruſalem and this mountain, 
nothing of the religion that floats merely 
in the head, and bubbles upon the 
tongue; no, her religion is ſeen, not 
heard, it works by love, it purifies 
the heart, it overcomes the world.“ 
It offers up a grand ſacrifice unto God, 
the body and ſpirit, affection and ſub- 
ſtance, youth, beauty, parentage, the 
9 pleaſures 
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& 


7. pleaſures and che pride of life. Let 


me ſee a ſingle inſtance of this ſort, and 
9 will believe the convert ee in ear- 


neſt, than by exhibiting all the wordy 


zeal ot a thouſand e een e 


Indeed i it is by action that this cruly 


excellent woman expreſſes all her in- 


ward feelings. Her affection to her 
huſband is not heard in loud lamenta- 
tion over his tomb, but in cleaving to 


all that remained of him, his mother, 
his people, his country and his God. 
Her affection to his mother is not ex- 
preſſed in the ſet phraſe of condolance 
and compliment; but in adhering to 


5 her when all had forſaken her, in la- 


bouring for her ſubſiſtence, in ſubmit- 


ting to her counſel ; and her reverence _ 
for his God is manifeſted not merely in 


adopting the language and obſerving 
the rites of Canaan, but in relinquiſh- 
ing ſor ever, and with abhorrence, the 
gods beyond the flood, and every thing 

connected with their abominable rites. 
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Every cireumſtance of the caſe and I. 


E CJ. 
VIII. 


character, under review, | adminiſters w—— 


plain and important inſtruction. And, 


being a caſe in ordinary life, Ruth ſtands 


forth a pattern and inſtruttor to young 
perſons, in particular, whoſe ſituation 


may reſemble her own. 


Young woman, you may have mar- 
ried into a ſtrange family.” You have, 
of courſe, adopted the kindred, the pur- 


ſuits, the friendſhips, and, to a certain 


degree, the religion of your huſband. | 
It is your duty, and you will find it 
your intereſt, to let him and his connec- 
tions know, from your general deport- 
ment, that you are ſatisfied with the 
choice which you have made. Learn 
to give up your own prejudices in fa- 
vour of country, of parentage, of cuſ- 
toms, of opinions. Unleſs where the 


ſacred rights of conſcience are cdn- 
cerned, deem no ſacrifice too great for 
the maintenance or reltoration of do- 


meſtic, peace. As far as Jieth in you, 
-** whither he goeth, go thou; and lodge 
| 0:3 - © ww; 
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* where he lodgeth; let his people be 


relinquiſhing it, on conviction, will be 
at once a token of conjugal affection, 


a mark of good underſtanding, and a 
reaſonable ſervice toward God. 


Have you had, in addy life, the cala- | 
mit y of becoming a widow? It is a 
diſtreſſing, a delicate ſituation. It calls 


for every maxim of prudence, every 


counſel of friendſhip, every caution of 


experience, every ſupport of piety. If 
you are a mourner indeed, you are at. 


ready guarded againſt affectation; you | 


will find rational and certain relief in 
attending to, and performing the duties 
of your ſtation. You will neither ſeek 
a haſty e cure of ſorrow by precipitately 
plunging 


thy people, and his God thy God.“ 
You will chereby preſerve and ſecure 
his affection; you will harmonize fa- 
mily intereſts and 1 intimacies, inſtead of ' 
diſturbing them: if yours be the better 
religion, this is the way to bring over to 
it the man of no religion, or of an erro- 
' neous one; and if it be the worſe, your 


i 


eo 


, W< 
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plunging into the world, nor attempt LECT: 
an unnatural prolongation of it by af- wy 
 fefted retirement and ſequeſtration. The. 
tongue will utter no raſh vows; the pang 

of ſeparation will dictate no inſnaring 
reſolutions; the will of Providence will 

be reſpected, obeyed, followed. Re- 
"ſpe for the dead is beſt ws by 


dutifulneſs to the living. 


| You have before you an uſeful ex- 
ample of firmneſs blended with female. 
ſoftneſs, of reſolution heightened and 
adorned by ſenſibility. Lately, like 
Ruth, you had one who thought and 
acted for you; one who joyfully en- 
dured the burden and heat of the day, 
that your body and mind might enjoy 
repoſe. But now neceſſity is laid upon 
you. Vou muſt awake and ariſe to 
think and act for yourſelf. And here, 
as in every caſe, Nature has annexed 
the recompence to the duty. The men- 
tal powers are enfeebled, and at length TE 
deſtroyed, by difuſe and ination. Ex- 
ertion invigorates the mind, and com- 


94 8 poſes 
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. poſes by directing it. The liſtleſfneſs 
of indolence undermines ' health; the 
activity of uſeful employment is the 


ſimpleſt and moſt infallible medicine for 


bodily complaints. And the moſt direct 


road to an honourable and happy ſecond 
connettion, probably, is, to guard care- 


fully againſt all vehement expreſſion of 


either inclination or averſion, on the 


ſubject. 


All theſe, however, are merely leſſons 


of prudence, adapted to the life that 


now is; and, however important in 
themſelves, unleſs aided and ſupported 
by a higher principle, will conſtitute, at 
moſt, the decent kinſwoman, or the re- 

ſpectable ſufferer. In Ruth we have this 


higher principle likewiſe beautifully ex- 


a emplified—rational, modeſt, unaffected 


piety. True religion fits well on perſons 


of either ſex, and in all ſituations; but 


its aſpect is peculiarly amiable in a 
female form, and in particular ſituations. 
Youth, beauty and ſorrow united, pre- 
ſent a molt intereſting object a daygh- 

| ter 
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ter weeping at a parent's tomb; a mo- 


LECT. 
ther mourning over * the babe chat 
66 milked her,” and cc. refuſing to be 


_ « comforted;” a widow embracing the 


urn which contains the aſhes of the 
huſband of her youth—m all their af- 
fliction we are afflicted, we cannot re- 


frain from mingling our tears with 


theirs. Let religion be infuſed into theſe 


lovely forms, and mark how the intereſt. 
riſes, how the frame is embelliſhed, how 
the deportment is ennobled! The eye of 
that dutiful child is turned upward, her 
heart is delivered from oppreſſion, her 
trembling lips pronounce, © When my 


 * father and my mother forfake me, 
then the Lord will take me up.” —* My 
© Father who art in Heaven! The 
mother withdraws. from the breathleſs 
clay, reconciled to the ſtroke which be- 
- reaved her, © goes her way, and eats 
* bread, and her countenance is no more 


ce ſad,” for her Maker has ſaid to her, | 


Why weepeſt thou? and why eateſt 


e thou not? and why is thy heart griev- 


* ed? Am got 1 better to thee than 


& den 


LECT: 
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« ten ſons?” The widowed mourner 


gives her mortal intereſt 805 and 
66 makes _ God, her all.“ : 


Young worm. whatever thy condi- 


tion may be; whether thou art in thy 
father's houſe, or married to an huſband; 


at home, or in a ſtrange land; in ſo- 
ciety, or ſolitude; followed or neglect- 


ed; be this thy monitor, this thy guide, 
this thy refuge The love of God, 


% ſhed abroad in thy heart; „the 


7 fear of God which is the beginning 


of wiſdom;“ © the peace of God 
" which” paſſeth all underſtanding.” 


However eaſy, gentle, flexible, com- ; 
plying, in other reſpects, where your 


religious principles, where the teſti- 
mony of a good conſcience, where your 
duty to your Creator are concerned, be 


firm and reſolute, © be ſtedfaſt and un- 


©* moveable, always abounding in the 


„ work of the Lord.” Thus ſhall youth | 


be guarded and beauty adorned; thus 
ſhall ſociety be ſweetened and ſolitude 


cheered; thus ſhall proſperity be ſanc- 
tified 


* 
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tified and adverſity ſoothed; thus ſhall L E C r. 
life, even to old age and decay, be ren- IT 
dered uſeful and reſpectable; and thus 


ſhall death and the grave be ſtripped. 
of all that 1 Is terrible 1 in them. 


Ee 
, 
4 
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RuTH 1. 19—22. 


80 THEY TWO WENT UNTIL THEY CAME TO 


BETH-LEHEM. AND IT CAME TO PASS WHEN 


THEY WERE COME TO BETH-LEHEM, THAT | 


ALL THE CITY WAS MOVED ABOUT THEM 
AND THEY SAID, IS THIS NAOMIL? AND- SHE 
SAID UNTO THEM, CALL ME NOT NAOMI, 
CALLME MARA: FOR THE ALMIGHTY HATH 

DEALT VERY BITTERLY WITH ME. IT WENT 


' © OUT FULL, AND THE LORD HATH BROUGHT 


ME HOME AGAIN EMPTY: WHY THEN CALL 
| FE ME NAOMI, SEEING THE LORD HATH 


' TESTIFIED AGAINST ME, AND THE AL» 
MIGHTY HATH AFFLICTED ME? 80 NAOMI 
RETURNED, AND RUTH THE MOABITESS” HER 


. DAUGHTER-IN-LAW WITH HER, WHICH RE- 

TURNED OUT OF THE COUNTRY OF MOAB. 
AND THEY CAME TO BETH-LEHEM IN THE 
BEGINNING OF BARLEY- HARVEST. 


OF 


LECT. 4 


f 1 * ed real evils: the reſt are 
imaginary and fantaſtical Want of 
health is real wo; but what proportion 
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\F the eine to aich human 
life is expoſed, a few only are to 


do the hours of pain and fickneſs bear 
to the years of eaſe and comfort and 


joy? Want of bread is real diſtreſs, 


- 


but it is very ſeldom the work of Na- 
ture, and therefore ought not, in juſtice, 


to be introduced into the liſt of the un- 
avoidable ills which fleſh is heir to. 


The loſs of friends is a fore evil, but even 


wounds from this ſharp-pointed weapon 


are cloſed at length, by the gentle hand 


of time, and the tender conſolations of 


religion. 


IWhiencs then the unceaſing, the uni- 


verſal murmurings of diſcontent, of de- 


fire, of impatience? Men fix their 
ſtandard of felicity too high; and all 
they have attained goes for nothing, 
becauſe one darling object is ſtill out of 
reach; or they groan and ſigh under the 

weight 


. 
* 
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wn of ſome petty diſaſter which 


ſcarce deſerves the name; while ten 
thouſand ſubſtantial bleſſings are daily 


LECT. 


falling on their heads unnoticed, unac- 


| knowledged, unenjoyed. Compare, O 


man, tliy poſſeſſions with thy privations, 


compare thy comforts with thy deſerts, 
compare thy condition with thy neigh- 


| bour's, conſider how far, how very far 


thy ſtate is on this ſide worſt, and learn 
to give God thanks. Repine not that 


<4 ſome wants are unſupplied, that ſome 


griefs are endured, that ſome deſigns 
have been fruſtrated, while ſo many un- 


merited good things are left, while hope 


remains, while there is recourſe to 
Heaven. Behold theſe two forlorn wan- 


derers, widowed, friendleſs, deſtitute, 


and ceaſe from thy complaints, and, 


ſtretch out thy Heng t to ſuccour the mi- 
lebe. 


. 


In the glorious rife EY affection, 
Ruth has nobly prevailed. Impelled by 
the fond recollection of endearments 
paſt, and now no more —prompted by 


filial 
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filial duty and tenderneſs to the mother 
of her choice, attracted, animated, up- 


held by the powers and proſpetts of 
religion, ſhe compoſedly yields up her 


worldly all, takes up her croſs, and bears 


it patiently along from Moab to Beth- 


lehem-Judah. The hiſtory is ſilent on 


the ſubject of their j journey. | Its! eaſy 


to conceive the anxieties, the terrors, 
the fatigues, the ſufferings | of female 


travellers, on a route of at leaſt a hun- 


dred and twenty miles acroſs the Ar- 


non, acroſs the Jordan, over mountains, 


through ſolitudes, without a protector, 


without a guide, without money. But 


that God who is the friend of the deſti- 


tute, and the refuge of the miſerable, that 
God who was preparing for them in— 
finitely more than they could aſk, wiſh 


or think, guides and guards them by the 
way, and brings them at length to their 
deſired reſting place. 


Theſe _ 35 ; the ; only female pil- 


grims whom the ſacred page has pre- 


ſented to our view, advancing by flow 
and 


4 


| road from Naze 
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ENT: Upw ras 
_ after ae period, we behold a 
ſtill more illuſtrious traveller; and in cir- 


cumſtances ſtill more delicate, on the 
reth of Galilee, to her 


we city, but not to take poſſeſſion of 


the inheritance of her fathers, not to re- 


pole in the lap of eaſe and indulgence, 


not to depoſit the anxieties of en 
ing child- birth in the boſom of a fond 


and ſympathizing parent; but to know 


: I of a ſtranger, to feel the bit- 


terneſs. of unkindneſs and neglect; ſo 


friendleſs that not a door would open 
to receive her, ſo poor that ſhe cannot 
purchaſe the accommodations of an inn, 


overtaken by Nature's inevitable hour, 


* ſhe brings forth her firſt· born ſon in. a 


* ſtable, and lays him in the manger, 


1 * becauſe there Was no room for 1 


* in the inn,” But through ſuch. hu- 


miliating circumſtances of meanneſs and 
poverty, what a diſplay of glory and 


magnificence was the arm of Jehovah 


preparing! What an important ſtation 


W do 


inful ages to Bethlehem of Ju- L fg r. 
of thirteen ' hundred 8 
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filial duty and tenderneſs to the mother 
of her choice, attracted, animated, up- 


held by the powers and proſpects of 


religion, ſhe compoſedly yields up her 


worldly all, takes up her croſs, and bears 


it patiently along from Moab to Beth- 
lehem-Judah. The hiſtory is ſilent on 


the ſubject of their; journey. It is eaſy 


to conceive the anxieties, the terrors, 


the fatigues, the ſufferings of female 


travellers, on a route of at leaſt a hun- 
dred and twenty miles acroſs the Ar- 
non, acroſs the Jordan, over mountains, 
through ſolitudes, without a proteQor, 


without a guide, without money. But 


that God who is the friend of the deſti- 


tute, and the refuge of the miſerable, that 


God who vas preparing for them in- 
finitely more than they could aſk, wiſh 


or chink, guides and guards them by the 
wav, and brings them at length to their 


deſired reſting place. 


Theſe are not the only female pil- 
grims whom the ſacred page has pre- 
ſented to our view, advancing by flow 

and 


and 1 flages to Bethlehem of Ju- L H r. 
dah. Upwards of thirteen hundred 
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years alter this period, we behold a 
{till more illuſtrious traveller, and in cir. 


cumſtances ſtill more delicate, on the 
road from Nazareth of Galilee, to her 
native city, but not to take poſſeſſion of 
the inheritance of her fathers, not to re- 


poſe in the lap of eaſe and indulgence, 


not to depoſit the anxieties of approach- 
ing child-birth in the boſom of a fond 


and ſympathizin g parent; but to know 


| the heart of a ſtranger, to feel the bit- 


terneſs of unkindneſs and neglect; ſo 


friendleſs that not a door would open 


to receive her, ſo poor that ſne cannot 


purchaſe the accommodations of an inn, 


overtaken by Nature's inevitable hour, 
* ſhe brings forth her firſt-born ſon in. a 
e ſtable, and lays him in the manger, 


0 becauſe there was no room for them 


in the inn.“ But through ſuch hu- 
; miliating circumſtances of meanneſs and 


— 


poverty, what a diſplay of glory and 


magnificence was the arm of Jehovah 


preparing! What an important ſtation 
Vol. VI. 5 do 
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do the ſimple annals of theſe poor wo- 
men hold in the hiſtory of mankind! 
What celebrity, in the eyes of all na- 


tions, have they conferred on Bethlehem, 
on their country! How a thouſand years 


| ſhrink into a point, before that God 


who * ſees the end from the beginning! * 


How the purpoſes of Heaven are ac- 
compliſhed to one iota, to one tittle! 
How places and times are determined 


of Him who ſaith, as one having au- 


thority, © My counſel ſhall Rand, and I 


65 will fulfil all wy pleaſure,” 


One of the advanta ges, and not the 


leaſt, of travelling abroad, is the joy 


which the thought of returning home 
inſpires; but this is a conſolation which 
Naomi's return is not permitted to enjoy. 


She brings back no treaſures to pur- 


_ chaſe attention, to command reſpect, to 


excite envy. She is accompanied with 
no huſband, no ſon, to maintain her 


cauſe, or cheer her ſolitude: ſhe brings 
back nothing but emptineſs, dereliction 


and tears. A great part of her ancient 


acquaint- 
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acquaintance and friends are gone, as - 


main hardly know her again, fo much are 
her looks impaired, and disfigured with 


| grief. A new generation has ariſen, to 


whom ſhe is an utter ſtranger, and who 


are utter firangers to her. But in a 


little city, a trifling event-makes a'great 
noiſe. The curioſity of the whole town 


is excited by the appearance of theſe 
two infignificant fugitives; and various 


we may ſuppoſe were the enquiries ſet 


on foot, the conjectures formed, the re- 


marks made, the cenſures paſſed, on 


their account. This is the never. failing 


Inconveniency of inconſiderable places. 


Where there is abundance of idleneſs, 


abundance of ill nature, every man is a 


ſpy upon his neighbour, every one is at 
leiſure to attend to the affairs of another, 
becauſe he is but half occupied by his 


own. We have here enough of en- 


quiry, enough of wonder, but not a 
fingle word of compaſſion, of kindneſs, 


of hoſpitality, and Naomi might have 


Hos without a roof to ſhelter her head, 


FL - 


L 5 CT, 
well as her own family. Thoſe who re- — 


a” 
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' LECT. or a morſel of bread to ſuſtain ſinking 

— hature, but for the induſtry. and attach- 
ment of her * Mut Ph 


__ 


EY unſeeling r chat can feaſt 
itſelf on the orphan's tears and the wi- 
dow's ſorrow! See, there they are, 
every one from his ovn buſineſs, or 
rather his own idleneſs, to ſtare and talk 
/ a wretched woman out of countenance; 
the whiſper goes round, the finger points, 
the ſcandal of ten years ſtanding is re- 
vived, and a new colouring is given to 
it. Affected pity and real indifference 
wound the heart which God himſelf 
has juſt bruiſed; whoſe huſband and 
children He has taken to himſelf. The 
wretched mourner ſeems to feel it, ſhe 
burſts into an agony of grief, and thus 
| vents the bitterneſs of her ſoul, © Call 
| me not Naomi, call me Mara: for the 
“ Almighty hath dealt very bitterly 
* with me. I went out full, and the 
„Lord hath brought me home again 
empty: why then call ye me Naomi, 
„ ſeeing the Lord hath teſtified againſt 


66 me, 


— 


| 


© wk 
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me, and the Almighty. hath afflicted LECT. | 
e me?”* What ſimple, but what forciblex 
language the heart ſpeaks! She dwells 


on the minute | circumſtances of her 
caſe, takes up her own name as a theme 


of wo, changes the fond appellation of 


parental affection, of parental hope, 
Naomi, on which Providence had pour- 


ed out the wormwood and gall of diſ. 
appointment, into one better adapted to 


her tragical hiſtory. The paſt preſents 


nothing but happineſs paſſed away as a 
ſhadow; rank, and opulence, and import - 
ance gone, gone, never to return. The 
future ſpreads a gloom unirradiated by a 
ſingle gleam of hope. She apprehends 
no change of things, but the Pag . 


. from evil to worſe. 


© bm a : | 5 * X 7 


| But yet * e 440 of alle- 


viation. It comes from God, ſhe ſees 


the hand of a Father in her affliction, 


ſhe kiſſes the rod, and commands the 
| ſoul to peace. To endure diſtreſs the 


. fruit 
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fruit of our own folly, to ſuffer from the 


— pride, cruelty and careleſſneſs of a man 


like ourſelves, is grievous, is unſupport- 
able, it drinks up our ſpirits. But the 
evil that comes immediately from God 
has its own antidote blended into its 
ſubſtance; we drink the poiſon and the 
medicine, from the ſame chalice,” and 
at the ſame inſtant; the one deſtroys the 
effect of the other; their joint operation 
is ſalutary, is life-giving, not deadly. 
Was that the voice of God which I 
| heard? Spake it not in thunder? Said 
it not, © Take now thy ſon, thine only 
* ſon, Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and 
- © offer him for a burnt-offering.” It is 
well; it was the voice of God, and that 
is enough. I will offer up the ſacrifice, 
I will ſurrender my deareſt delight, I 
cannot tell how the promiſe is to be ac- 
compliſhed, conſiſtently with my obedi- 
ence and ſubmiſſion, but the command 
and the promiſe proceed from the ſame 
lips; I leave all to him, | 


From 
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From all that we ſee, Naomi had LECT. 
flander motives, and poor encourages 
ment, to return to her on country: we 
cannot tell what determined her reſolu -- | 
tion; it might be a little fit of female 
impatience, occaſioned by ſome piece 
of Moabitiſn inſolence or unkindneſs; 
it might be the mere reſtleſineſs of a 
mind ill at eaſe, graſping at the ſhadow 
of felicity merely from change of place; 
it might be the ardent deſire of home, 
of the ſcenes of childiſh ſimplicity, in- 
nocence and joy, which in certain cir- 
cumſtances, all men feel, and by which 
the condutt of all is, to a certain degree, 
regulated. Whatever it were it came 
from above, it was over- ruled of infinite 
wiſdom, it was, unknown to itſelf, acting 
in ſubſerviency to a moſt important 
event: and it is thus, that little, unno- 
ticed, unknown powers, put the great 
machine in motion, produce effects that 
' aſtoniſh, and delight, and bleſs mankind. 


Ta The ſame all-ruling Providence 1s 
conſpicuous in determining the ſeaſon - 


LECT. 
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of Naomi's return. On this ing all 
the mighty conſequences of Ruth's ac- 
quaintance and connection with Boaz— 


the birth of kings, the tranſmiſſion of 


empire, the accompliſhment of ancient 
prophecy, the hopes of the human race. 
Had this apparently unconſequential 
journey been accelerated, been retarded, 
a month, a week, a ſingle day, the par- 


ties might never have met. Contingent 


to men, it was foreſeen, fixt, diſpoſed 


and matured by Him © who is wonder- 
«tubs in counſel, and excellent in Works | 
& ing. 


Every one obſerves and records the 


great incidents of his life. But would 


you, O man, have rational pleaſure, 
blended with uſeful inſtruction, attend 


to little things, trace matters of higheſt 


moment up to their ſource; and behold 


thy fate ſtand quivering on a needle's 


point; and a colour given to thy whole 


future life, thy eternal ſtate fixed, by a 
reed ſhaken with the wind, by an acci- 
dental concurrence which thou wert 

LR” neither 
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neither ſeeking nor avoiding; anne LET. 
joice to think that all things are unde 
the direction of 'unerring. wiſdom,” f 
all ſubduing 8 are eee to- 


1 es for good.“ 


Does this teach a leſſon of levity and 
| Mob deration? Dareſt thou to trifle 
with thy everlaſting concerns becauſe 
there is a God who ruleth and judgeth 
in the earth, who doth all things after 
the counſel of his own will? God for- 
bid. Preſumptuouſly to lead the de- 
crees of Providence, impiouſly to refiſt 
them, or timidly to draw back, are 
equally offenſive to a righteous, a 1 


| and wile God. 


We have bern the unhappy Naomi 
ſtripped of almoſt every earthly good; 
huſband, children, friends, means, coun- 

try, comfort; it is the dark midnight hour 
with her. No, there is one little lamp 
left burning, to diſſipate the gloom, to 
prevent deſpair the ſacred flame of 
virtuous friendſhip. No, the ſun of 
righ- 
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righteouſneſs is haſting to the brightnels 
of his ariſing. The name after all was 


propitious and prophetic; God brings 
it about in his own way, and it is © won- 


* drous in our * : 


The continuation of this tory. will 


ny. us on to the contemplation of 
ſcenes of rural ſimplicity, for the enjoy-. 


ment of which, grandeur might well 


relinquiſh its pride, and pomp, its va- 
nity and vexation of ſpirit, and rejoice 
in the exchange. Let us mean while 


pauſe and reflect on the hiſtory of Na. 
omi as adminiſtring uſeful inſtruction, 


iſt. As an admonition never to de- 
ſpair. God frequently brings his peo- 
ple to that mournſul ſpectacle, hope ex- 


piring, that he may have the undivided 
| honour of reviving it again, and may 
be acknowledged as the one pure and 
perennial fountain of light and life and 
joy. The condition of Jacob, of Jo- 
ſeph, of Naomi, all preach one and the 
ſame doctrine; all proclaim that the 


time 


"IP 
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| time of man's xtromiry is God 's op- LECT: | 


9 


Ach. Let us cal, 800 us e 80 


mean or contemptible which God em- 


ploys, or may be pleaſed to employ, in 


his ſervice. The notice of the King of 
Kings impreſſes dignity and importance, 


confers true nobility on the low- born 


child, the beggar, the outcaſt, the ſlave. 
On them all he has ſtamped his own 


image; and their preſent and every fu- 


ture condition is the work of his Provi- 
dence. It is not the will of your Fa. - 


«ther in Heaven that one of theſe little 
ones ſhould periſh:” and if deſtined 
to ſalvation, to what worldly diſtine- 


4 
* * F 
I * * 
* 0 
bl - 
3 


ton may they not aſpire, may they not | 


arrive ? Carefully mark the progreſs of 


children: ſtudy the bent of their diſpo- 


ſitions, of their talents: endeavour to 


put them in the train which Nature and 


Providence ſeem to have pointed out: 
attend to what conſtitutes their real 
conſequence in life, and leave the iſſue 


to Him who governs all events. 


gdly. 
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— the Univerſe contraſts and connects great 
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- gdly. Obſerve how the great Ruler of 


things with ſmall, that he may humble 


the pride of man, and expoſe: the no- 
 thingneſs of the glory of this world. 
That forlorn gleaner, and Boaz the 


wealthy; the exile from Moab, and the 


reſident poſſeſſor of the fertile plains of 
Bethlehem- Judah ſeem wonderfully re- 
mote from each other. Their condition 
is as oppoſite as human life can well 


preſent: but in the eye of Heaven they 


are already one. She is but a ſingle ſtep 


from being lady of the harveſt which ſhe 


gleans, © an help meet” for its Lord, 


and the ſovereign miſtreſs of thoſe ſer- 


vants at whoſe aſpect ſhe now trembles, 


the meaneſt of whom ſhe now looks up 
to as her ſuperior. Childleſs and a wi- 


dow, her family, her own children, are | 
but three ſteps. from a throne—the 


throne of Judah and Ifrael;—and in the 


purpoſe of the Eternal, © the fulneſs of 
<« time” is haſtening to exhibit to an aſto- 


niſhed world, in the perſon of this wo- 
man's ſeed, ** That Prince of peace, of 


60 the 
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6 the increaſe of whoſe' government and 


peace there ſhall be no end, upon che 


« throne of David, and upon his king- 


dom, to order it, and to eſtabliſh it 


« with judgement and with juſtice, from 
te henceforth even for ever. The zeal 


© of: the Lord of Hoſts will perform 


* this.” The period is approaching, 


men 5 brethren, when Bethlehem- Ju- 


dah ſhall diſplay greater wonders, con- 


traſts more confounding, than theſe. 
The time is at hand, when another for- 
lorn damſel of the ſame race, and her 
outcaſt babe ſhall appear in contraſt 
with all that is ſtupendous, ſtriking, for- 


midable, venerable in heaven and earth, 
ſhall riſe above all, give laws to all, 


_ eclipſe all. Behold that © babe lying in 


* a manger, in a ſtable, becauſe there 1 is 


* no room for Him in the inn, con- 
troling the counſels of Auguſtus, the 
mighty maſter of the world; behold 


Him drawing princes and wiſe men, from 


the Eaſt, with treaſures of gold, and 


frankincenſe and myrrh, to his feet. Be- 


hold 
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hold the face of heaven irradiated, en- 
riched with a new ſtar, to mark the way 


which led to his cradle: while a multi- 
tude of the heavenly hoſt announce in 


rapturous ſtrains the birth of the lowly 
infant. | Behold «< man of forrows an d 4 


* acquainted with grief,” “of no repu- 
e tation; © in the form of a ſervant;” 


“ numbered with tranſgreſſors;” obe- 
dient to death, even the death of the 
% croſs.” —Behold Him * highly *. 


« alted;” © leading captivity captive;” 


all the angels of God worſhipping 


e him;” inveſted with © a name that is 
% above every name;” © crowned with 


* glory and honour;” © coming in the | 


clouds of Heaven!” To Him let my 
knee bow, and my tongue confeſs. 
His name ſhall endure for ever: his 


“ name ſhall be continued as long as 


* the ſun; and men ſhall be bleſſed in 


„him: all nations ſhall call him bleſſed. 
< Bleſſed be the Lord God, the God of 


© Iſrael, who only doth wondrous things. 
© And bleſſed be his glorious name for 


4 n 5 -BYET; „ 
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© ever: and let the whole earth be filled 


* with his r. Amen, * amen.“ 


athly. In the epi of Ruth "i 


the church of God, and © the com- 


„ monwealth of Iſrael, ” we have ano- 


ther dawning ray of hope ariſing upon 
the Gentile nations. The tide is be- 


ginning imperceptibly to riſe and ſwell, 


which ſhall at length become an over- 


LEC . 


flowing ocean. © In that ſeed ſhall all 


* the nations of the earth be bleſſed.” 
That ſtranger ſhall be employed in 


bringing forward the mighty plan to 


maturity. Ethiopia ſhall ſtretch out 


« her hands to God.” They ſhall 


come from the eaſt and from the weſt, 
86 and ſhall fit down with Abraham, 


* Iſaac and Jacob, in the kingdom of 


* Heaven,'—Verily God is no reſpetter 
of perſons. 


* Pſalm Ixxii. 17—19. 1 
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RUTH ii. 1—g. 


AND NAOMI HAD A KINSMAN OF HER HUS- 

BAND'S, A MIGHTY MAN OF WEALTH, or 
THE FAMILY OF ELIMELECH; AND HIS 
NAME WAS BOAZ. AND RUTH THE MOABI- 
TESS SAID UNTO NAOMI, LET ME NOW GO 
TO THE FIELD, AND GLEAN EARS OF CORN 
AFTER HIM IN WHOSE SIGHT I SHALL FIND 
GRACE. AND SHE SAID UNTO HER, GO, MY 
DAUGHTER. AND SHE WENT, AND CAME, 
AND GLEANED IN THE FIELD AFTER TRE 

' REAPERS; AND HER HAT WAS TO LIGHT ON 
A PART OF THE FIELD BELONGING UNT@ 
BOAZ, WHO WAS OF THE ane OF ELI- 
MELECH. 


Prong cE has graciouſly an- 
2 nexed to honeſt induſtry, both re- 
ſpectability and happineſs. The pureſt 
and moſt delicious enjoyment that hu- 5 
Vol. II. 2 man N 
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man life admits of, perhaps, is, when a 
man fits down with thoſe whom he 


loves, to the temperate indulgence of 


that refreſhment and repoſe which he 


has juſt earned and ſweetened with his 


labour. The greateſt, and wileſt, and 
beſt of men, are ever preſented to us, 
as engaged 1 in virtuous employment and 
exertion; as deriving health, ſubſiſtence, 
reputation and comfort from the exer- 


ciſe, not the inactivity, of their bodil7 
and mental powers: And happily, the 


ſcenes in which every man is conver- 


ſant, ſeem to him the moſt intereſting „ 
all, his own ſtation the moſt eminent or 


uſeful, his own purſuits the molt impor- 


tant. Hence a certain degree of ſelf- 
complacency, of ſelf. ſatisfaction per- 


vades the whole; every one is acting in 
his own ſphere; while infinite wiſdom 


| binds all together by inviſible or un- 


noticed bands, and the various mem- 


bers, without knowledge or deſign, co- 
operate for the common benefit, and 


WY the great deſign of Heaven. 


Idleneſs 
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Idleneſs is not more diſhonourable, 
than it is inimical to real felicity. The 
ſluggard at once defeats the purpoſe of 
his Maker, and deſtroys his own peace: 
And what was denounced againſt man 
as a puniſhment, © In the ſweat of thy 

* face ſhalt thou eat bread,” like every 
other puniſhment that comes from 
above, 1s converted into a bleſſing, and, 
as in every other caſe, the great God is 
juſt and merciful at once; juſt, in im- 
poſing on the fallen creature the neceſ- 
ſity of labouring ; merciful, in render- 
5 ing the fruit of It lo Tweet. 


But can the Watz of a great, 
commercial, poliſhed city, find either 
amuſement or inſtruction in contem- 
| plating the rude and ſimple manners of 
ancient times; in liſtening to the hiſtory 
of the inglorious toils of the huſband- 
man; in tracing the operations of an 
art, the very terms of which they do 
not underſtand; in obſerving the mean 
employments of poverty and wretched- 
nels which they only pity or deſpiſe ? 
Q 2 Whether 
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Whether they can derive amuſement, 
or inſtruction, from ſuch things as theſe, 
or not, may not courtly pride be ad- 
moniſhed in behalf of the lowly, ruſtic 


ſons of want and induſtry, in the words 


of two ſweet linging bau of o our own 


country, 


Let not Ambition mock their uſeful toil, 

TT heir homely joys, and deſtiny obſcure : 

Nor Grandeur hear with a diſdainful nes, 
os The ſhort and imple annals of the poor.” 


As GRA s n. 


a” 


- «© Nor e who live 

10 luxury and eaſe, in pomp and pride, 

of Think theſe loſt themes unworthy of your ear. 
8 | 5 


Tnousox 8 es 


We have heard the artleſs tale of N a- | 


omi's wo, and Ruth's attachment. We 


have accompanied the deſerted, widow- 


ed mother and daughter-in-law from 


Moab to Bethlehem- Judah, the city of 
their departed huſbands : But alas, all 


the reception they meet with, is ſtupid 


wonder, filly curioſity, or inſulting pity. 


We hear of no kind contention to en- 


tertain 
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tertain the ſtranger and ſ ucc our the dif- 
treſt. The ſeaſon of reaping was come; 
but for them no golden harveſt waved 


LEQT. 


in the wind, for them no mower was 


preparing his ſickle ; their poverty -was 


but embittered by the ſight of plenty 


diffuſed around: and the miſery of Na- 


omi's fall is dreadfully aggravated, by 


the proſperity which Elimelech's neareſt 


relations were ERIN 


Of theſe the moſt diſtinguiſhed was 
\ Boaz, whom the ſacred hiſtorian intro- 

duces to our acquaintance as “ a migh- 
* ty man of wealth.” Riches, like every 


other gift of God, become a bleſſing or - 
a curſe juſt according to the uſe that is 


made of them. Riches are a ſolid good, 
when they are received with thankful- 
neſs, enjoyed with moderation, artd em- 
ployed in the ſervice of God and of 
mankind; but are perverted into a ſore 
evil when they engender pride, and 
harden the heart, as is too generally the 
caſe, when they purchaſe fuel for the 
luſts, or are fabricated into a golden 


23 image, 


' 
| 


of intelligence, of diſcretion,” of affa- 


ennobled by qualities which great poſ- 


ſeſſions cannot confer, and which do 
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a man of wealth, he had not deſerved 
a place in theſe ſacred memoirs ; but 
though a rich man, he was not ſlothful 


! 


image, to become the unworthy: object 
of adoration. Had Boaz been merely 


in buſineſs; he was a man of humanity, 


bility: a man that feared the Lord, that 
did juſtly, that loved mercy. He was 


not, with fugitive treaſures, fly away 
as an eagle towards heaven. 


Behold the myſtertous diſtribution of 


the gifts of Providence! The family of 
one © brother is waxen poor and fallen 


% into decay ;” that of the other is 
ſhining in ſplendour, affluence, and re- 
nown. Haſty and partial views of the 
Divine conduct, are always puzzling | 
and diſtreſsful; calm and comprehenſive 
inveſtigation, will ever lead to compo- 


ſure and acquieſcence, iy 


What 


—_— 
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What muſt theſe helpleſs women do I. E © r. 
for daily bread? They fit neglected 
and forlorn; but deſpondeney will only 
increaſe the calamity. Neceſſity ſug- 
geſts many expedients. While health, 
virtue and friendſhip remain, all is not 
loſt; and Heaven frequently permits 
the current of human felicity to ſpend 
itſelf to the very loweſt ebb, that its own 
hand may be acknowledged in the 
means which cauſed the flood to riſe 
and {well again. e 


Ihe propoſal of Ruth to her mother- 
in- law, diſcovers in every point of view, 
a noble and ingenuous ſpirit, and an 
excellent heart. She vill do nothing 
without the conſent and advice of the 
venerable matron who was become 
father and mother, country, friends 
and every thing to her. Begging is the 
laſt miſerable refuge of age or infirmity, 
of diſeaſe or ſloth; ſhe ſcorns to think 
of recurring to it, while ſhe has youth, 
health and ſtrength to labour, and while 
there was a re of lawful employment. 
"V5 24 An 


Fd 


x ; | 553 | 7 
292 _ HISTORY OF RUTH. 


An ordinary mind in her fituation would 


have vented itſelf in unavailing woman- 


Hh : lamentations ; perhaps in | unkind 


upbraidings of the ancient woman as 
the cauſe of all the diſtreſs which ſhe 


endured; would have been for diſpatch- 


ing Naomi up and down among her 


wealthy relations and towns-folks, to 
ſolicit protection and ſubſiſtence. No, 
it is more honourable in her eyes to 
earn food by her own labour; ſhe con- 


ceals the anguiſh which wrung her own 
heart, for fear of adding affliction to 


the afflicted. The ſeaſon of the year 


was favourable; and happily the law 
of that God, whom ſhe had deliberate- 


ly taken for her God, had made provi- 


ſion for perſons in her deſtitute condi- 


tion. 


The ſame bounty which poured the 


abundance of Autumn into the lap of 


the mighty, had reſerved a pittance for 


the ſupport of the famiſhed and friend- 


leſs. How the mercy of Jehovah burſts 
upon us in every en and in 


every 
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every event! In wiſdom he has permit- L E 505 * 
ted diſtinctions of rank and fortune to — 


take place; in compaſſion he has taken 
care to make proviſion for the wants of 
the neceſſitous. So that while induſtry 
and pity remain, no one is reduced to 


abſolute * 55 


It is with EE PM we recur to the 
words of the law, and trace that God 
who = careth for oxen,” much more ſo- 
licitous about the ſupport and conſola- 
tion of the miſerable part of the rational 
creation. And when ye reap the har- 
* veſt of your land, thou ſhalt not 
« wholly reap the corners of thy field, 
neither ſhalt thou gather the gleanings 
e of thy harveſt. And thou ſhalt not 
*« plean thy vineyard, neither ſhalt thou 
gather every grape of thy vineyard ; 

* thou ſhalt leave them for the poor 
and ſtranger: I am the Lord your 
God.“ And again, When ye reap 
6 the harveſt of your land, thou ſhalt 


* Leviticus xix. 9—10. 


not 


$4 -y 


l - . —— p wr. 
— * 
4 
— — 1 
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«© not make clean riddance of the cor- 


66 ners of thy field when thou reapeſt, 
neither ſhalt thou gather any glean- 
ing of thy harveſt; thou ſhalt leave 


them unto the poor and to the ſtran- 


„ger: I am the Lord your God.“ 
And again, in recapitulating the law in 
Deuteronomy, *©* When thou cutteſt 


« down thine harveſt in thy field, and 
© haſt forgot a ſheaf in the field, thou 


0 ſhalt not go again to fetch it : Ui ſhall 


« be for the ſtranger, for the fatherleſs, 
* and for the widow : that the Lord thy h 
„God may bleſs thee in the work of 


« chin Rande, Wikew thou bestell tine 


* olive- tree, thou ſhalt not go over the 


* boughs again: it ſhall be for the 
* ſtranger, for the fatherleſs, and for the 
© widow. When thou gathereſt the 


grapes of thy vineyard, thou ſhalt 
not glean it afterward : it ſhall be for 
the ſtranger, for the fatherleſs, and 
„ for the widow. And thou ſhalt re- 


member that thou waſt a bond-man 


* Leviticus xxiii. 22. 


3 
l 
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in the land of Egypt: therefore I 
„command thee to do this thing.“ 


In this law, ſeveral remarkable cir- 
cumſtances, tending to illuſtrate the 


law of nature in general, and the ſpirit 
of the Moſaic diſpenſation in particular, 


prels inexulatyes: upon our notice. 6 


9 iſt The GS ah and recollec- 


tion of their own and their fathers mi- 
ſery in Egypt are urged as the powerful 


LECT. 


motive to pity, to ſpare and to ſuccour, | 


A Syrian ready to periſh” on the road 


to Padanaram © was my father.” © A ge- 


« neration of ſlaves in Egypt were my 
© progenitors, let me therefore com- 


* miſerate, and receive, and cheriſh, 


* the forlorn traveller; let me treat 


* my own captive, bondman, depend- 


ant, with gentleneſs, and humanity.” 
Who gives charity? Not unfeeling 
wealth, nor giddy diſſipation ; but the 
man who has known want, who once 


* Deuteronomy xxiv. 19—22. 


ſtood 
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ſtood in need of a friend, who has been 
himſelf ſuccoured in the hour of cala- 
lamity. Who is it that relents and for- 
gives? Not cold-blooded, meritleſs, con- 
ſtitutional virtue; but reſtored, reco- 
vered frailty; goodneſs which aroſe the 
purer and the ſtronger from having 
fallen. Who is liberal and generous? 
Not the nobly born, the unvaryingly 
proſperous, but magnanimity nurſed on 
the breaſt of adverſity; the prince whom 
native worth, whom conſcious dignity, 
whom the experience of human wo 
have taught to deviſe liberal things, to 
do good, and to communicate. But is 
' hereditary greatneſs, unvarying opulence, 
unhumbled, unmortified ſucceſs, always 
cold, ſelfiſh, unfeeling ? God forbid. 
High birth, lineal honours, the accumu- 
| lating wealth of many generations, ſome- 
times put on their moſt beautiful gar- 
ments, borrow luſtre from condeſcenfion, 
ſympathy and beneficence. Is ſucceſs- 
ful adverſity, illuminated obſcurity, ag- 
grandized littleneſs, always merciful, 
condeſcending, generous, and humane? 


O no, 
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Ono: the poor wretch frequently for- L 1 5A 
gets himſelf; condemns the arts by — 


which he aol ſpurns the ladder 
on which he climbed to eminence 
and diſtinction, and tries to make his 
upſtart greatneſs bear a mimick reſem- 
blance to antique dignity, by aping the 
viler, not the nobler qualities of tradi- 
en! ene | 
10 hy Obſerve, the law in- 
culcates pity to the poor and wretched 
by the moſt glorious of all examples. 
* I am the Lord, who had compaſſion 
45 upon you in your miſery, who de- 
* livered you from the furnace, who 
drove out the nations from before 
* you, who planted you in the land, 
* who fill thy garner, and make thy 


_ © wine-prels to overflow; and who only © 


* aſk, in return, a mite or two, for the 
© ſons and daughters of afflition, theſe 
* few ears which thy haſte has let fall 
* to the ground, that ſheaf- which has 


* accidentally dropped from thy car; 


* that little corner of thy field which 
* the 
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« ſtarving creature, by nature thy equal, 


20 che ſickle has ſpared, and which that 


« by providence thy inferior, is waiting 
« to pick up and devour. He is an 
* object of tenderneſs and affection to 


* me, ſee therefore that thou neglect 
him not, that thou defraud him not, 


that thou diſtreſs him not.” 


3dly. The law DOTS 3 that 
there may be an over anxiety and ſoli- 


citude about things in their own nature 


lawful and innocent; which it there- 


fore aims at repreſſing: it ſuppoſes that 
there may be an eagerneſs of accumu- 


lation which defeats itſelf, a ſcattering 


abroad that produces increaſe, a with- 


holding of more than is meet, and it 


tendeth only to poverty; that dif- 


fuſing, not hoarding up abundance, is 


the __ uſe of 1 1t, 


th. be he hade Genies 


ject in view, the improvement of the 


affluent, and the relief of the poor. It 
thus became a mutual benefit, the one 


Was 
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vas bleſſed in giving, the other in re- L ES T. 
ceiving. The greater bleſſedneſs how: 
ever on the ſide of the giver, as the 
bleſſedneſs of the Creator is ſuperior to 
that of the creature. It is as much an 
ordination of Providence, that “ the | 
poor ſhould: never ceaſe! out of the 
land, as that © the earth ſhould 
« yield her increaſe,” and the ſpheres 
perform their ſtated revolutions: And 
while they do exiſt, the great Lord and 
Preſerver of all things, is concerned to 
make ſuitable proviſion for them. The 
rich are his ſtewards, and their ſtore- 
keepers : He that gleans his own held 
to the laſt ear, is a thief and a robber as 
much as he who plunders his neigh- 
bour's granary ; he robs God, he plun- 
ders the needy and the deſtitute, he does 
what he can to ſubvert the Divine go- 
vernment, he would make the law of 
charity and mercy of none effect, he 
bars his own plea for pardon at a throne 
of grace, he mars the poſſeſſion of all 
he has, he cankers his own enjoyment, 


oe 
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and affixes his ſeal to his on con- 


demnation. * "A 


5thly. The law eye deferibes 
the objects which it meant to relieve, 


* the ſtranger, the fatherleſs, and the 


% widow.” Unhappy Ruth! her title to 
the wretched offal from the hand of 
the reaper was but too well eſtabliſhed. 


She united in her own perſon all theſe 
characters of wo. Her melancholy 
claim to pity and ſupport was fearfully 


multiplied, and a three-fold burden 


| preſſes her down to the ground: never- 
theleſs ſhe intreats as a boon what ſhe. 


might have demanded, and taken, as ind 
right. 


Her truſt in, and ſubmiſſion to the 


direction of Providence ſweetly accord 


with her filial affection and tenderneſs, 
and her noble independancy of ſpirit; 
ſhe is determined to labour, ſhe diſdains 
not to employ the neceſſary means for 
ſupplying herſelf and aged parent with 
food, but ſhe leaves the direction of 

her 
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her footſteps to High Heaven; ſhe is LECT: 


in the way of her duty, and depoſits all 


anxiety about the iſſue in the boſom "I 


her Heavenly Father. What a happy 
mixture of fortitude and reſignation ! | 
It cannot but proſper. 


Having Sil the conſent of her 
mother, who perhaps might have a pre- 
ſentiment of what vas approaching, 
behold her up with the dawn, penſive, 
timorous and ſlow, advancing to the 
fields; the country all before her, where 
to chooſe her place of toil, and Provi- 
dence her guide; with the downcaſt 
look of ingenuous modeſty ; the timi- 
dity which ſour misfortune inſpires ; 
the firm ſtep of conſcious rectitude, and 
the fluſhed cheek of kindling hope.—By. 
| ſome nameleſs, unaccountable circum- 
ſtance, heaven-diretted,. ſhe unknow- 
ingly bends her courſe to the field and 
reapers of Boaz. She has done her 
part, has made the ſacrifices which 
conſcience and affection demanded, has 
ſubmitted cheerfully to the hardſhips 

Vox. VI. R Which 
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which neceſſity impoſed, has put her- 
ſelf in the way of relief which her fitu- 
ation pointed out. God is good, and 
takes all the reſt upon himſelf. He, 


who ordered her flight to Canaan at 


the time of barley-harveſt, when na- 
ture, and Providence, and the law con- 


_ curred to find her ſubſiſtence, orders 
her path to that field, where every 


thing, without the knowledge of the 


parties concerned, was prepared and 


arranged for the high ſcenes now ready 
to be acted, 


. The order of human procedure ge · 


nerally is from blaze to ſmoke, from 
noiſe . and buſtle to nothing, from mighty =_ 


preparation to feebleneſs of execution. 


The divine conduct, on the cgntrary, 


is a glorious riſe from obſeuxity into 
light, from “ ſmall beginnings to a lat» 
* ter end greatly increaſed; from © the 
* mouth of babes and ſucklings He or- 
+ daineth ſtrength,” and by a concur- 

rence of circumſtances which no human 


lagacity could foreſee, and no human 


power 
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power could either bring together or 
keep aſunder, raiſes a neglected gleaner 
in the field into the lady of the domain, 
and a fugitive of Moab into a mother 


in Iſrael; a mother of kings, whoſe 
name ſhall never expire but with the 


diffolution of nature. 


At this perddd of the ſtory, let us 
nou and meditate 9 15 


* 
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Con the power which — and 


controuls all the affairs of men, who 


has all hearts, all events in his hand, 


who *© poureth contempt upon ines, 
* and bringeth to nought the wiſdom of 


« the prudent; who ©raiſeth up the poor 


out of the duſt, and hfteth up the 
* needy out of the dunghill, that he 
may ſet him with princes, even with 
* the princes of his people; he maketh 
the barren woman to keep houſe, and 
* to be a joyful mother of children.” 
Is there a God who © doth according to 


* his will in the armies of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth?“ 
WS then 
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then let me never © be high-minded, 
but fear” always before him, for I 
am never out of his reach, never con- 
cealed from his eye, never ſheltered 
from his Juſtice. Is there a God who 
judgeth in the earth, in whom the fa- 
therleſs findeth mercy, to whom the 
miſerable never look, never cry in vain? 
then let me never fink into deſpair. I 
am not too humble for his notice, my 
diſeaſe is not beyond his ſkill to cure, 
my wants are not too numerous for his 
ſupplies, nor my tranſgreſſions beyond 
the multitude of his tender mercies. 
Doth not He deck the lily, and feed the 

raven? a ſparrow riſeth not on the wing, 
falleth not to the ground, without my 
Heavenly Father. Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped,” and * his hand is not 
"be ſhortened, nor his ear heavy, nor his 
a bowels of compaſſion reſtrained. 3 


Modine again, On what ground, you 
have encouragement to aſk, and to ex- 
pect, the divine protection and favour. 
Have you given up all for God? Have 

you 


1 
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you good hope through grace that you LECT. 
are reconciled to God through the blood — 


of his Son? Have you a good con- 
ſcience toward God that you are in 
the proper uſe of appointed means? 
Can you look up with confidence and 
ſay? © Lord, thou knoweſt all things, 
* thou knoweſt I have not folded my 
e hands to ſſeep, have not ſat down in 
„ ſullen diſcontent, have not charged 
% thee fooliſhly, have not fled to un- 
« juſtifiable methods of relief. I have 
© not impiouſly ſtriven with my Maker, 
© nor preſumptuouſly expected a mi- 
© racle to be wrought in my behalf. 
J have in much weakneſs, but in trem- 
« bling hope, endeavoured to do my 
6 duty ; ;p and I now, Lord, caſt all my 
care, caſt my burden upon thee.” 
Look into the hiſtory of divine inter- 
poſitions. Were they in compliment to 
the peeviſh and capricious, | were they 
extorted by the loud lamentations or 
the ſecret murmurings of inſolence 
and ingratitude? were they the pillows 
ſmoothed by the hand of weak indul- 


* 5 gence 
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gence for the drowſy head of floth and 
- indifference to repoſe on? No, but they 
| vere the ſeaſonable cordial of parental 
affection to a fainting child; the reward 
which wiſdom and goodneſs beſtow on 
diligence and perſeverance ; the indiſ- 
ſoluble union which God has eſtabliſhed 
between human exertion and divine 
co- operation; they were the recom- | 
pence of labour and vigilance, the an- 
ſwer of prayer. | I” 


Meditate yet again, On the true dig - 
nity of human nature, on the true glory 
of man and of woman alfo ;—honeſt, 
uſeful employment. It is not idle, lux- 
urious enjoyment, it is not to do no- 
thing, to be eternally waited upon, and 
miniſtred unto, to grow torpid by in- 
action, to ſlumber away life in a lethar- 
gic dream, and to loſe the powers of 
the ſoul! and body by diſuſe; but to 
preſerve and promote health by mode- 
rate exerciſe, to earn cheerfulneſs and 
ſelf-approbation, by the ſweet conſci- 
ouſneſs that you are not living wholly . 

0 in 


= 
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in vain, and to riſe into importance by 
being ſomewhat uſeful to your fellow- 
creatures. In the eye of ſober, unbiaſſed 
reaſon, whether of the two is the more 
pleaſing, the more reſpettable ſight; 


LE CT. 


and which 1s, in her own mind, the hap-- 
pier of the two, Ruth laden with the 


ears of corn which ſhe has toiled to ga- 


ther, haſtening home to the hut of ob- 


ſcurity, to adminiſter food and comfort 
to old age and ſorrow; or a modern 


belle, ſuing forth under a load of uneaſy 
finery, to imaginary triumphs, and cer- 


tain diſappointment? Who ſleeps ſound- | 


_ eſt at night, and who awakes and ariſes 


in the beſt health and ſpirits next day? 


1 expect not an anſwer, The thing 


ſpeaks for itſelf; and I have purpoſely 


forborne to ſtate the caſe ſo ſtrongly as 
I might have done. The virtuous dam- 


ſel has, in part, received her reward, but 
a greater and better 1s preparing for her. 


The mother and daughter have been 
arranging their little matters with diſ- 
cretyon; and the great God has been 
preparing his agents, putting his armies 

yo in 
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r* in motion; all is made ready, is made to 

—— meet, is made to work together, is 
made to proſper, by Him who ſees the 
perfect man in the embryo, the end 
from the beginning, the effect in its 
primary cauſe, the eternal chain in every 
ſeries, and i in all its extent. 


R 
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is Toy or RUTH. 


1 1 6 f % kh i 


_ RuTH ü. 4. 


AND BEHOLD, BOAZ CAME FROM BETH-LEHEM, 
AND SAID UNTO THE REAPERS, THE LORD BE 


WITH YOU: AND THEY ANSWERED HIM, THE 
| LORD BLESS THEE. 


Pu: wort oy {imple ſentence which 


I have read; might be made the 
ſubject of a volume. I intend to make 


it at leaſt the ſubject of a Lecture, and 


intreat your patient attention to a few 


of the obvious, but neither unintereſt- 


ing nor unimportant views which it ex- 


hibits, of life and manners, of morals 


and religion. 


Men of different characters, from va- 


nous motives, and for various purpoſes, 
mi ight 
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might be ſuppoſed to afſume the plain, 
unadorned hiſtory of the barley-harveſt 


of Boaz, as an uſeful and inſtructive 


topic of addreſs, and, according to the 
| ſpirit by which they were actuated, and 


the end which they had in view, might 5 
reaſon upon it in this manner. 


I. The prudent, careful man, would 


build upon it a ſyſtem of attention, di- 


ligence and - cconomy. *© Behold 2 
would he ſay, © behold Boaz, the weal- 


thy and the wiſe, in his field, among 


t his ſervants, ſeeing every thing with 
* his own eyes, giving his orders in per- 
© ſon, taking care that every one be in 
* his own place, and performing his 
* particular duty. The air and exer- 
© ciſe connected with the operations of 
© huſbandry, are conducive to health, 


to comfort; they promote his intereſt; 


* they enliven his ſpirits; moderate la- 


* bour makes reſt welcome. See, his 


5 preſence is a. check upon idleneſs, 


“upon careleſsneſs, upon diſeord; it 


* calls forth induſtry, it creates honeſt 
emulation; 
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emulation; it reconciles the peaſant L he: T. 
6 to his toil, to ſee the maſter partici wo, 


« pating in it. He has brought himſelf 
e down to the level of the poor labourer, 


ho ſeems to have riſen in proportion. 
« See, nothing eſcapes his notice, not 
„even a wretched gleaner behind the 
* reapers ; he muſt be informed of every 


* thing; to the minuteſt circumſtance 


the will judge for himſelf. 


* Young man, ſet out in life, anld 


conduct your progreſs, on ſuch a prin- 


* ciple, on ſuch a model as this. It is 
© the certain road to affluence, to re- 


* ſpeQability ; you are thereby at once 


4 ſerving yourſelf, your dependants, 


* and your country. Whatever be thy 


* ſtation, whatever thy employment, 


* let thy heart be in it ; let thy time and 


* thy attention be devoted to it. © Be 
* thou diligent to know the ſtate of thy 
et flocks, and look well to thy herds.” 


* Be not flothful in bufineſs. Let every 
* thing be done in its ſeaſon; let every 


6 thing be done nn and in order.” 
66 Th e 


\ 
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« The hand of the diligent maketh EY E 
« Seeſt thou a man diligent in his Bu- 


* fineſs ? He ſhall and before 12 he 
* ſhall not ſtand before mean men.” 


To theſe might be added innumera- 
© ble admonitions and arguments, drawn 
from Scripture, from reafon, from 
* hiſtory, from experience, all tending 


to demonſtrate the wiſdom, the utility, 


-- * the neceſſity of doing, what thy hand 


*« to prove the folly, the danger, the 


* miſery of ſloth and inattention. But 


* example is beyond all precept. Sur- 


* vey yonder field; from Ruth up to 


* Boaz; all are buſy, all are pleaſed 


„and cheerful, all are happy. Be in- 
© ſtrutted, my ſon, by the proſpect; 


and learn that God, and nature, and 


© reaſon have inſeparably connected 


00 induſtry and felicity ; have made bo- 


8 dily health, and inward peace, proſ- 


pony and importance to flow from 
* virtuous, temperate exertion, as the 


& ſtream from 1 its ſource,” 


II. The 
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II. The moraliſt would take up the LE CT. 
XI. 
ſubject in a point of view ſomewhat way 
different. Obſerve,” would he ſay, 
the reciprocal duties ariſing out of 
the mutual relations of human life. 
« We have them here beautifully exem- 
* plified in the relation of maſter and 
« ſervant. Beſides the more obvious 
obligations of juſtice, on the one, in 
e faithfully performing the ſtipulated 
labour; on the other, in pundctually 
* beſtowing the promiſed wages of the 
* hireling, behold the tacit obligations 
* of mutual affection and benevolence. 
Obligations founded not indeed upon 
* a written law, but interwoven with 
the conſtitution and frame of our na- 
r tg, and which the man who feels 
* not, acknowledges not, the man who 
* negletts or violates, let his adherence 
to the letter of the law be ever ſo cloſe. 
and exact, is a traitor to God and 
* ſociety. Nay he is a traitor to himſelf, 
by cutting off one of the pureſt ſources 
* of his own enjoyment, and at the 
LE ö * ſame 
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* ſame time depriving mankind of one 
* of their juſteſt claims. WE 


«& Boaz and his reapers meet, with 


* mutual cordiality. They give and 


receive the ſalutation of peace. He 
* accoſts them as a father would his 


« children, not as a taſkmaſter would 


the miſerable drudges ſubjected to 


his authority. They addreſs him with 


* the kindly and humble familiarity of 
* ſons, not the diſtant timidity of ſlaves 
* trembling for fear of the rod. They 
* exatt the price of their ſervice as a 


debt; but they receive the gentle lan- 


00 guage and ſmiles of their employer as 


a favour. He expects them to be ho- 


© neſt and diligent, for conſcience ſake; 
but contentment with their condition, 


| 6% and good-will tO him, he thankfully 


e receives, as an unconditioned, extra- 


9 ordinary effort to promote his in- 


ce tereſt. 


te Suppoſe, for a moment, the temper 
6 and character of both changed; and 
ce the 
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s the force of the example will be more L we T. 
e clearly underſtood, and more power- 3 
Ce fully felt. | Without ſuppoſing any 


46 one precept of morality, Or dictate of 


© religion infringed, what a different af 
* peſt would the field of Boaz wear! 


« Lo, where comes the ſurly, ſtately, 
4 ſelf-important lord of the manor, 


(c ſurveying, in the pride of his heart, 


his increaſing ſtore, looking down on 
the humble, hardy ſons of toil, as 
mere beaſts of burden deſigned to mi- 
* niſter to his conveniency. He vouch- 
ſafes them never a word, except per- 


© haps to complain, to threaten, or to 
* upbraid ; and then, in ſullen ſilence 


and ſtate, retires again. The inſulted 


* labourers on the other hand, regard 
e him with terror or diſguſt, The ſo- 


„ cial compact is diſſolved between 


them. No eye welcomed his approach 


* with a ſmile, no whiſper of gratulation 
* conveyed his name from ear to ear, 


* no tongue pronounced * God bleſs 
* hem.” The half. ſmothered execration 
" purſued | 


© 7 
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« purſued his vithdraving ſteps, and he 
- well deſerved it. 

0 What thinkeft tho, my young 
© friend, of the picture ? Learn from it, 


that to doing juſtly, there muſt be 
„added loving mercy, and walking 


« humbly. Learn, that the duties and 
6e felicities of human life conſiſt in num- 


berleſs, nameleſs, undefinable little of- 


« fices, which every one may learn with- 
* out a teacher, and which every one 


* may, if he will, perform. All have 


* it not in their power to ſupply the 


* poor, to heal the ſick, to ſuccour the 


_ © diſtreſſed. Opportunity does not every 


day offer, nor ability permit to con- 


« fer material, eſſential benefits; but it 
* is in the power of all to expreſs ſym- 


_ © pathy, to breathe a kind wiſh. Op- 


* portunities every hour, every moment 


— 


© preſent themſelves, and ability never 


„fails of looking pleaſantly, of ſpeak- 


" ing gently and affectionately. And 


» he is a wretch indeed who knows that 


* the ugbending, of an eyebrow, the ut- 
* terance 
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r terance of a ſyllable or two, the al- LEOT. 
tc teration of half a tone of his voice, — 


« the ſimple extenſion of his hand, 
*« would in a moment relieve a heart 
% overwhelmed with ſorrow, wrung with 
* anguiſh, and yet cruelly withhold ſo 
* ſlender, fo eaſy, ſo cheap a conſo- 
" lation. rr 


00 Young man, if it be thy mieforung 
* to have to ſtruggle with a harſh, un- 
* oainly,' unbending diſpoſition, the 
* ſooner you ſet out in queſt of victory 
the better. Remember that thy own. 
= comfort is involved, beyond the power 
* of ſeparation, with that of thy fellow- 
* creatures. Take care that the manner 
of ſhewing mercy, or of conferring 
* obligation mar not the matter of the 
* benefit. The man who refuſes gra- 
* ciouſly, impreſſes on the heart a more 
* favourable idea of . himſelf, than he 
_ © who grants with harſhneſs, inſolence 
© or pride. True goodneſs conſiders, 
together with what is written on tables 
* of ſtone, what is engraven on the 


Vol. VI. 2S-,:. 
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living tables of the heart, and from 
| © the heart, communicates itſelf to the 
* forehead, the eyes, the lips, the hand; 
* mpreſſing on the whole * law. * 
I kindneſs.” - 


III. The philoſopher will caſt his eyes 

along the group ſcattered over the 
plains adjoining to Bethlehem. Judah, 
and will reflect in a different manner; 
perhaps thus. What an endleſs va- 
* riety do J obſerve in the ways and 
0 Works of the great Creakop aud Ruler 

c variety, Ja e latin and. 4 
„ pendence ! The head, the hands, the 
feet; the parts which are more no- 
* ble, and thoſe which are more diſho- 
* nourable, forming one regular, har- 
e monious body, where there is nothing 
redundant, nothing deficient. Every 
„thing has its uſe, every thing has its 
* end. Shade imperceptibly ſoftens into 
* ſhade; light imperceptibly brightens 
* into hight. The tranſitions” are fo 
* ſweet and gradual, that the eye is 
* never 
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er never offended, nor overwhelmed. It 


LECT; 


XI. 


66 18 the ſame thing 1 In the body ſocial — ; 


© and; politic. Every one ſtands in need 


* of another. The prinee and the pea- 
« ſant meet in, a certain point. How 
many things have they in common! 
«© How, many, things tO intereſt and * 
« traft las et rc 


„Look hs to tine geld. The per- 
. « ſons. are few; and the e 


* order, the ſubordination which Provi- 


| *< dence has eſtabliſned through the 
| © whole extent of the vaſt univerſe. 
„There walks the dignified, reſpectable 


* proprietor of the land, who can trace 
* his. title to poſſeſſion through. many 


6 generations; exulting in hereditary 


wealth and honqurs, without arro- 


* gance, vanity, Or inſenſibility. Boaz, 


* a prince in his tribe, but a plain man, 


© who knows that he-derives his ſub - 


% ence from the boſom of the earth, 


* who diſdains not to mingle with his 
* menial ſervants, to fit down to a. par- 


S's. © _* nan. 
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« tieipation of their homely fare, to dip 
„ his morſel in the ſame vinegar, and 


e to lie down to ſleep all . in the 


3 We floor. 


1 „ There the ern who is ſet over 


the reapers ſtirs from ridge to ridge, 


from company to company, the bond 


„ of union between the maſter and the 
© Jabourers. Behold him as the truſted 


humble friend of Boaz, repaying con- 


e fidence with fidelity; praiſing the in- 
« duſtrious ,encouragingthefaint, chiding 
the careleſs, ſtimulating the ſlow. As 
© the -ſympathizing friend of his leſs 
*« favoured fellow-ſervants, recollecting 
© how lately he emerged from the ſame 
r obſcurity and ſubjection, excuſing the 


„ frailty of nature, covering the faults 


of thoughtleſſneſs, adminiſtring re- 


proof and chaſtiſement with lenity 


„and moderation, beſtowing commen- 
© dation with cheerfulneſs and cordia- 
« lity. 


AS 
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6 As we deſcend, a new ſtation, anew LE c r. 
character riſes into view, the glory 


« and the ſtrength of every land under 


« heaven, the poor, the honeſt, the 
* manly, the virtuous, the uſeful, the 


« important part of the community: 


« Not they who handle the harp and the 
* organ, but they who put their hands 


to the plow and the ſickle. There 
* they toil, there they ſweat, there they 


* ſing ; there they beguile the fatigues of 


* the day in innocent mirth, and untu- 


© tored, artleſs, guileleſs, unmalignant 
% converſation ; and purchaſe and ſweet- 


« en the repoſe of the night, with ulop- 
* preſſive induſtry, with friendly com: 


© munication, and pious, unaſpiring ſub- 
“ miſſion to the pains, the privations, 
the neceſſities of their lowly eſtate. 


© Thele conſtitute the numerous, the 


e great and good claſs of our fellow- 
6 creatures; who ſhine in the eye of 


* reaſon, of patriotiſm, of philoſophy, 


of religion. They ſtand not forth the 
Fe benen figures in the piece, but 
83 * their 


XI. 
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LECT. « their. number, their equality, their 


By </ 


— W ” | 


e want of characteriſtic diſtinction, con- 
fer upon them the greater value. 


«* ſubordinate rank, which awakens all 


es that is human in us. They have health 


« and ſtrength and will to labour; their 


reward is ſure; they ſupport the heat 
and toil of the day, with the ſweet 
* aſſurance that the thickening ſhades, | 


* that the twelfth hour will bring with 
them, the payment of their hire, the 
% means of ſubſiſtence, of domeſtic joy, 


« of regulated gratification. But look 


into the back ground of the piece, 


© and obſerve that female, that ſtranger, 


* that orphan, and her/a widow; to 


_ © work unable, to beg aſhamed, She 


* has ſeen better days. Time was, the 


* wind of heaven was not permitted to 


* iet her face too roughly; ſhe was 
* waited upon, and miniſtred unto; 


now ſhe is become the ſcorn of clowns ; 


* or lower ſtill, their pity. Where is 
* the lowneſs of condition, from whence 
e 4 jg 
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« it is not poſſible ſtill to fall! Be what L ECT: 
thou wilt, O man, there are ſome — — 
" looking uß to thee with envy and de- N 
s fire: be what thou wilt, there is ſtill 5 
* eaulſt to fay, © ou; 1 thank aa Tam 
"0 not as other men.” 


* But obſerve, my young friend,” 

continues our philoſophical monitor, 

all theſe gradations, and infinitely 

_ © more than can be pointed out, are 

links in the great chain of human ex- 
_ iſtence ; tear one afunder, and the 
* concuſſion is felt through the whole. 

* The gleaner, the reaper, the overſeer, 
the maſter of the houſhold are ſo 
many ſucceſlive ſteps in the ſame ſcale; 
the moſt diſtant not very remote; the 
* nearer hardly diſtinguiſhable ; all are 
reduced to the ſame level before Him, 

* who ſays to Gabriel go, and he goeth, 
1 and to the ſparrow hovering on the 
wing, fall to the ground, and inſtantly 
* he drops.—And again, young man 
void of underſtanding, obſerve, and 
F obſerve i it well, and lay it up in thine 
84 dent, 
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© heart, how near the extremes of hu- 
* man condition are to one another! 
the gleaner after the reapers, is but a 
* ſtep or two from the poſſeſſion of the 
* whole. Wait but a few days, and ſhe 
* who is liable to be inſulted, at beſt 
* pitied, ſhall be, in her turn, careſſed, 
« flattered, ſubmitted to: and learn, 
from the whole, the folly of being in- 
« ſolent, ſelf-conceited, or unkind, un- 
* ſocial or uncomplying, when the ſun 
* of proſperity ſhineth upon thy taber- - 
* nacle; or of being diſcontented, de- 
© jected, careleſs or mean, when the 
© common ills of humanity overtake 
„ thee. That poor inflated creature, 
© who like another Nebuchadnezzar 
* talks in loud ſwelling words of vanity, 
„of the great Babylon which he has 
built, I once knew a cringing minion, 
ready to lick the duſt fram the feet of 
the man whom he now ſtruts by as if 
t he were a ſtranger. That poor boy 
* whom he diſdains to ſet with the dogs 
of his flock, is evidently riſing into 
* conſequence, which is one day .to 
6 ecliple 
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« eclipſe all the tawdry honours. of L TGT. 
« upſtart gentility, and ſelf-afſſumed wo 


importance. My ſon, | derive thy 
00 greatneſs from thyſelf, from wiſdom, 
from virtue. Take care to adorn thy 
t ſtation, thy poſſeſſions, by native good- 
te neſs. Pitiable indeed is thy condition, 
« if rank, or affluence, or even talents, 
e ſerve only to render thy fun 0 
Kt ney more : conſpicuous.” 


IV. Once more, let me ſoppole a man 
of genuine piety contemplating the in- 
tereſting ſcene before us, and entering 
with wonder and delight into the plans 
of the Eternal mind. His meditations 
will flow in ſtill a different channel, he 
will view the ſame object through ſtill a 
different medium. Behold,” will he 
ay, * how ſweet is the ſmell of a field 
* which Jehovah hath bleſſed ! happy 
, Boaz, rich in lands and in corn, rich 
* in man- ſervants and maid-ſervants, 
* rich in the dutiful and affectionate at- 
* tachment of thy people, rich in thine 
gyn integrity and compoſure of ſpirit: 


but 
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« but richer far m the favour and ap- 
e probatiofi of the Almighty: the bleſ- 


ing of the Lord it maketh rich, and it 
* addeth no ſorrow therewith. Happy 


family, thus dwelling together in unity; 


here love is the governing principle, 


* where the fear of God ſweetly ex- 


e preſſes itſelf in unfeigned benevolence 


© to man! How can that houſe but 


e proſper, where religion has eſtabliſhed 


her throne? Look at that happy plain 


© over which the bountiful hand of na- 


« ture has ſpread her rich exuberance. 
« The Lord maketh that wealth. Behold 


the patriarchal maſter: the meaneſt 


„fla ve, he treats like a child: hearken, 


e the voice of peace and benediftion 


« dwells on his lips, diſtills like the dew. 


« Behold the way to be loved and re- 
“ ſpetted by inferiors. Be to them an 


d enfample of piety, of purity, of cha- 


*-rity; bind them to you with cords of 
love; {ſweet and faithful, cheerful and 
« efficient is the ſervice of affection. 
* Theſe men will yield obedience not 


for wrath * but for conſcience ſake ; 


6 their 
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« their heart is in their work; try wit * 


4 no overſeer; they will neither be neg- wow 
« ligent nor diſhoneſt; they know that 
the eye of God is continually upon 
« them; they know that the intereſt of 
6 the TT. 18 their own. ; 


„How W religion adapts its in- 
ee fluence to every relation and condition 

of life! How it guards the heart alike 
from fooliſh pride and impious diſcon- 

* tent, at what bounty has beſtowed, or 
* wiſdom denied! How it humanizes, 
- dignifies, exalts the ſoul! How it en- 
forces, extends and refines the maxims 
of worldly prudence! How it illuf- 
© trates, binds, and enlivens the precepts 
* of morality! How it amplifies,” ex- 
% pands, regulates, brightens the views 
of philoſophy; referring every thing 
to God, deriving all from him, carry- 
* ing all back to him again! O man, 
* till thou haſt founded thy domeſtic 
* economy in religion, thou haſt not 
begun to keep houſe. Let thy poſ- 
#6 ſeſſions be ever ſo fair, ever ſo exten- 
| * five, 
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* 


« ſive, they want their principal charm; 


« their higheſt excellence, till the blef- 


t ſing of Heaven be alked and ob. 


be * tained, 


% 


« Mark yet again, how a god mans 
« foolſteßs are all ordered of the Lord. 


In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
ne ſhall direct thy paths. Boaz came 
*« forth with no farther view than to ſee 
the progreſs of his harveſt, to ſalute 


his ſervants, and to cheer their labour 


© by his preſence and approving ſmiles; 


* but lo, Providence has been preparing 
„for him a more enlarged view, has 
* enriched his field with a nobler por- 


tion than he had any apprehenſion of. 
© Thy ways, my king and my God, thy 


* ways are in the fea, and thy path in 
* the deep waters, and thy judgements 


- * 'aFe unſearchable. The great God 1s 
r working unſeen, unnoticed. He is 
25 preparing his inſtruments at a diſtance, 

arranging his agents in the dark. Un- 


* ſeen to, unknown by one another, 


9 without concert or deſign, they come 


* forth 


3 
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15 forth at the moment, they perform LE ECT. 
ce the part aſſigned them; they ſpeak — ů 


and act in perfect uniſon, they accom- 


e pliſh the purpoſe of the Eternal.— 
_ © Boaz and Ruth, behold: them toge- 


„ther in the field, remote as penury 
* and fulneſs, as obſcurity and celebrity, 


as dependance and being depended 


upon. Nevertheleſs they meet, and 


Heaven from above crowns the hal- 


0 lowed union with her olive. 


2 But 3 che pious ſpirit annex 

a caution to his exhortation on this ſub- 
ject. Beware of ** !aking the name of | 
* the Lord thy God in vain: for the 


Lord will not hold fim guiltleſs who 
taleth his name in vain. Holy and 
* reverend is his name. Even in bleſſing 


„it is to be uſed ſolemnly, piouſly, 
k ſparingly: Who then ſhall dare to 


„ employ it wantonly, needleſsly, pro- 


* fanely, impiouſly, 1 

„Who ſhall preſume to abuſe it, 

« ſwearing falſely by it, or in 3 

* cating a curſe under that dreadful 
 * ſanftion 


\ 


# 
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L vec CT 4 fariftion upon the head ol his brother? 
— Avert, merciful Heaven, avert from 


© my ile heavy-laden country, the 

_ © heavy, the bitter curſe which this fin 
 « deſerves! O let not profane wearing, 
© let not wilful HON perJury, 1 
its ruin!“ 


— Thus have I endeavoured, by aſ- 
ſuming ſeveral ſuppoſed characters, to 
give life and energy to the ſimple, rural 
ſcene under conſideration: It furniſhes 
_ copious matter of inſtruttion to every 
teacher, and to every claſs of mankind: 
The careful, prudent man of the world; 
the moraliſt; the calm obſerver; the 
| pious inſtructor, are all here p provided 
with uſeful topics of addreſs to their 
ſeveral pupils, according to their ſeveral 
views. The maſter and the ſervant, the 
hireling and his employer, the rich and 
the poor, here meet together, and are 
together informed, by more than a code 
of laws, by plain but ſtriking example, 
of their mutual relation and dependance, 
and of the duties which ariſe out of 
them, 
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them, and of the comforts Which flow. L. * 
from them. Happineſs is here repre 
ſented. as built, on the ſure foundation 
| of kind affeftions, of uſeful, induſtry, of 
reciprocal, good offices, and of the fear 
of the Lord. Where all theſe unite, 
that houſe muſt ſtand, that family muſt  *-_ 
proſper. In proportion. as all or any. 
of them are wanting, a partial or total 
ruin muſt enſue. Let the apoſtolic in. 
junctions ſerve practically to enforce. 
the ſubjet. * Servants, be obedient io 
7 them that are your maſters according 
0 to the fleſh, with fear and tremhling, in 
ſingleneſs of your heart, as upto Chriſt ; 
* not with eyerſervice, as men-pleaſers,. 
© but as the. ſervants of Chriſt, doing 
the: will of God from. the heart; with 
4 good will doing ſervice, as to the 
* Lord, and not to men: Knowing, that 
 * whatſoever good thing any man doeth, 
* the. ſame ſhall he receive of the Lord, 
* whether he be bond or free. And ye, 
* maſters, do the ſame things unto them, 
* forbearing threatening: knowing that 
your maſter alſo is in heaven; neither 
ce 18 


* 


ee nisrony of arg. 
is there reſpett of perſons with him.“ 
Charge them that are rich in this 


world that they be not high-minded, 


ce nor truſt in uncertain riches, but in the 


2 living God, who giveth us richly all 


« things to enjoy; that they do good, 
« that they be rich in good works, ready 
« to diſtribute, willing to communicate; 


« laying up in ſtore for themſelves a 
good foundation againſt the time to 
come, that they may lay hold on eter- 
« nal life. os * Hearken, my beloved 


« brethren, hath not God choſen the 
poor of this world, rich in faith, and 


e heirs of the kingdom which he hath 


© promiſed to them that love him?“ 


* You yourſelves know that theſe hands 


have miniſtered unto my neceſſities, 
« and to them that were with me. I 
„have ſhewed you all things, how 
* that ſo labouring ye ought to ſupport 


40 the weak, and to remember the words 


— 


4 * Epheſians vi. 2 | 
tr Tim. vi. 17—19. 
7 James li. 5. | 

= * of 
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© of the Lord Jeſus, how he ſaid, It is L ECT. 
7 more bleſſed to give than to receive. = 
Let him that ſtole ſteal no more: 7m 
but rather let him labour, working 
* with his hands the thing which is 
good, that he may have to Oe to him 

© that needeth. = 


"Cain. 266-36; 
+ Epheſians iv. 28. 
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THEN SAID BOAZ UNTO HIS SERVANT THAT 
| WAS SET OVER THE REAPERS, WHOSE DAM- | 
SEL IS THIS? AND THE SERVANT THAT WAS . 

' SET OVER THE REAPERS ANSWERED AND 
SAID, IT IS THE MOABITISH DAMSEL THAT 
CAME BACK WITH NAOMI OUT OF THE 
COUNTRY OF MOAB: AND SHE SAID, I PRAY 
YOU, LET ME GLEAN, AND GATHER AFTER | 
THE REAPERS AMONGST THE SHEAVES; $0 
SHE CAME, AND HATH CONTINUED EVEN 
FROM THE MORNING UNTIL NOW, THAT SHE 
TARRIED A LITTLE IN THE HOUSE, THEN 
SAID BOAZ UNTO RUTH, HEAREST THOU NOT, 

MY DAUGHTER? GO NOT TO GLEAN IN AN Oo 

' THER FIELD, NEITHER GO FROM HENCE, 
BUT ABIDE HERE FAST BY MY MAIDENS. «= 
LET THINE EYES BE ON THE FIELD THAT 
THEY DO REAP, AND GO THOU AFTER THEM : 
HAVE I NOT CHARGED THE YOUNG MEN 


THAT THEY SHALL NOT TOUCH THEE? AND 
T 2 WHEN 


a 
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LECT. Wu EN THOU ART ATHIRST, Go UNTO THE 
wp — VESSELS, AND DRINK OF THAT WHICH THE 
YOUNG MEN HAVE DRAWN. THEN SHE FELL 
ON HER FACE, AND BOWED HERSELF TO THE 
GROUND, AND SAID UNTO HIM, WHY HAVE I 
FOUND GRACE IN THINE EYES, THAT THOU 
SHOULDEST TAKE KNOWLEDGE OF ME, SEE- 


ING I AM A STRANGER ? AND BOAZ ANSWERED 
AND SAID UNTO HER, JT HATH FULLY BEEN 
SHEWED ME ALL THAT THOU HAST DONE 
UNTO THY MOTHER-IN-LAW SINCE THE 
' ; > DEATH or THINE HUSBAND: AND HOW THOU 
| HAST LEFT THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER, 
AND THE LAND OF THY NATIVITY, AND ART 
| COME UNTO A PEOPLE WHICH THOU KNEWEST 
NOT HERETOFORE, THE LORD RECOMPENSE 
THY WORK, AND A FULL REWARD BE GIVEN 
THEE OF THE LORD GOD dr ISRAEL, UNDER 
' WHOSE WINGS THOU ART COME TO TRUST. 
THEN SHE SAID, LET ME FIND FAVOUR IN 
' THY SIGHT, MY LORD; FOR THAT THOU 
HAST COMFORTED ME, AND FOR THAT THOU 
HAST SPOKEN FRIENDLY UNTO THINE HAND- 
MAID, THOUGH 1 BE NOT LIKE UNTO ONE 
of THY HANDMAIDENS, AND BOAZ SAID 


= .. ᷑—— inn rt or > RD Oo ORG TAC ̃⅛ͤu! ene. er EIA A apes 2 


UNTO HER, AT MEALTIME COME THOU HI- 

THER, AND EAT OF THE BREAD, AND DIP 

THY MORSEL IN THE VINEGAR, AND SHE 
$AT 
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| sAr BESIDE THE REAPERS: AND BE REACH- LEC T.. 


ED HER PARCHED CORN, AND SHE DID EAT, 
AND WAS SUFFICED, AND LEFT. AND WHEN 
SHE WAS RISEN UP TO GLEAN, BOAZ con- 


 MANDED HIS YOUNG MEN, SAYING, LET HER 
 GLEAN EVEN AMONG THE SHRAVES,. AND 


REPROACH HER NOT. AND LET FALL ALSO 


- SOME OF THE HANDFULS OF PURPOSE FOR 
HER, AND LEAVE THEM THAT SHE MAY 


GLEAN THEM, AND REBUKE HER NOT. 80 


' SHE GLEANED IN THE FIELD UNTIL EVEN, + 
AND BEAT OUT THAT SHE HAD GLEANED: 
AND IT WAS ABOUT AN EPHAH OF BARLEY. 


HE life of mY Büagdwen 1 is full 


of labour and anxiety, but it is 
alſo ſweetened and relieved by many 


_ peculiar delights. He muſt riſe early, 


and often retire late to reſt; he 1 is ex- 


poſed now to the ſcorching heat of the 
meridian ſun, and now to the unwhole- 


ſome damps of the night. He has to 
watch every aſpect of the ſky, and to 


XII. 


guard againſt the ſtrife of contending 
elements: and. after all his vigilance 


and foreſight, he has frequently the mor- 


tification to ſee the exertions, and the 
hopes of a whole year, deſtroyed in an 
hour, But on the other hand, the very 

EY. variety 


— 
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LEO r. yariety which his profeſſion admits of, 

— deceives the toils of it; his life is con- 

ſtantly a life of hope; his health and 

ey proſperity flow from the ſame ſource; 
1 ſpends not his ſtrength for nought 

| and in vain; the bountiful parent Earth. 

reſtores the precious ſeed caſt into it 

with large increaſe, thirty, fixty, an hun- 

dred fold. He has the pleaſure of ob- 

ſerving the hourly progreſs of vegeta- 

tion; of ſeeing his ſupplies coming im- 

 medaately from the hand of Providence. 

Piety and profit are promoted by the 

ſame employments and purſuits, and 

the ſublimeſt truths of religion preſs 

upon him in the plaineſt and moſt com- 

| mon appearances of nature. Add to 

| all this, the labours of the huſbandman 
| are of all others the moſt eſſential, the 
moſt important to ſociety. Other arts 

5 may miniſter to wealth, to pleaſure, to 
conveniency and comfort, but on this 
depends the very ſubſiſtence of human 
life; and to the plough and the fickle, 

the ingenious manufacturer, the pam- 
pered citizen, and the haughty peer 
muſt, 
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muſt, of neceſſity, look for the main in- L ECT, I 
n of their oy ſupport. 


It was, then, in that happy ſtate of 
evil ſociety, the ſcene is laid which is 
to be the ſubject of this evening's medi- 
tation. It was that joyful ſeaſon of the 
year when the ardour of ſummer was 
giving place to the milder glory of 
autumn; when induſtry was gathering 
in the produce of hope, when the com- 
mon occupations of the ſun-burnt plain 
had levelled the diſtinctions of maſter 
and ſervant; when all was emulation, 
cheerfulneſs and joy, that, Boaz iſſued 
forth betimes to ſuperintend his harveſt, 
and Ruth to glean after the reapers. 
Her ſex, her demeanour, her employ- 
ment, which beſpoke her poverty, at- 
tract his notice, and excite his com- 
paſſion. There are perſons, there are 
countenances, there is a deportment, 
which ſtrike vt firſt ſight, and create an 
intereſt which it is impoſſible to account 
for. The great hand of nature has in 
many, perhaps in moſt, inſtances, en- 
4 graven 
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graven on the external appearance, no 
doubtful or equivocal ſigns of the inter- 


nal ſpirit and character. Ruth pre- 


ſented to the eye of Boaz an unde- 
ſcribable ſomewhat which ſpoke her 
immediately to be above the level of 


. thoſe common drudges, whoſe minds 
their ſervile condition has degraded; 


her native greatneſs ſhone. through the 


veil that covered it, and naturally led 


to an enquiry into her ſituation and 
connections. The attention which her 


figure and occupation at firſt rouſed, 


her hiſtory powerfully fixes and confirms. 
The mournful ſtory of Naomi, and of 


the Moabitiſh damſel her daughter- in- 


law, all Bethlehem- Judah had heard, 


but not one had ſtepped forth to ac- 
knowledge and relieve them. Boaz him- 
ſelf is faulty here. Had he been inform- 
ed, as he muſt, of the return of his neareſt 


relations, and of their wretched flight, 
he ought to have ſought them out, and, 


unſolicited, to have miniſtred to their 


comfort. He is in this reſpect an in- 
ſtance of what! 1s frequently to be met 


with 
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in the world; of chat calm, unim- 
paſſioned goodneſs which is abundantly 
diſpoſed to ſuccour diſtreſs, when it falls 
in the way, but is not ſufficiently zealous, 


and vigorous, and active, to go abroad in 
queſt of objects to relieve. But let us not 


pretend to look down on moderate and 
ordinary beneficence, till the pure and 


ſublime come more into uſe. The 


former neglect of Boaz, and his future 


zeal, ſhall but the more redound: to the 
glory of God. : 


- —The 3 3 ſimple MY awakens 


a thouſand tender emotions in the bo- 


ſom of the good man. He feels the ſad 
reverſes to which families, and ſtates, 
and all ſublunary things are expoſed. He 
ſees one branch of his own kindred de- 
moliſhed, extinguiſhed. A woman, a 
young woman, a widow, a ſtranger ina 


ſtrange land, but one ſtep above begging 


her bread; with a ſtill more wretch- 
ed mother to ſuſtain by the meagre 


fruits of her feeble induſtry. He ſees 


women of condition, his equals, fallen 


far 
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« far below the eſtate of the meaneſt of 
his ſervants and hand-maids, Self. re- 


proach: perhaps mingled with compaſ- 


ſion, and inſtantly produced a reſolu- 
tion to compenſate paſt careleſſneſs and 
unkindneſs, by all that future ſympathy 
and friendſhip could beſtow. The dia- 
logue that enſues is a beautiful exhibi- 


tion of the honeſt ſimplicity of nature. 
The characters are ſupported with a 


happineſs of expreſſion, and diſplayed 
with a ſtrength and exactneſs of colour- 
ing, worthy of him who knows What 1 is 


in man. 


© ths which Hand ee moſt admire; 


his prudent attention to his own af. 
fairs, his winning condeſcenſion to his 
inferiors, or his pious acknowledgement 
of God in every thing? In his conduct 
to the forlorn ſtranger, we ſee a heart 


overflowing with benevolence, attend- 


ing to minute circumſtances, - out- run- 


ning the expectations, the very wiſhes of 
the perſon whom he means to oblige. 
Obſerve his delicacy, he recommends the 

ſolitary 


45 Pp 
© 
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ſolitary helpleſs female to the ſociety l. 
and protection of thoſe of her own ſex, 
and by his authority guards her from 

the incivility and inſults of the other. 
Ne aims at ſoothing her ſoul to peace; 

he would have her believe herſelf at 
home. The law obliged him to permit 

her to glean, but he makes a free-will 

offering of much more; the liquor 1 in 

the veſſels, the food provided for the 

reapers, all is tendered to her with hearty 

good will. Ordinary minds feel aſhamed 

at the ſight of poor relations, deny them, TN 
turn away from them, hide their faces 

from their own fleſh, True magnani- 5 

mity thinks meanly of nothing but vice, 1 
eſteems worth, though clothed in rags, 

conſiders the revolutions which affect 

every thing under the ſun, deſpiſes not 

the wretch of to-day, knowing that he 

may be obliged to change places with 

him to-morrow. Such an one was the 

wealthy owner of yonder happy field. 

The ſpirit of the maſter is diffuſed, it is 

felt over the whole extended domain. 

No jarring ſtring mars their rural har- 
5 5 e 
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mony, no contention reigns; + but the 
ſtrife, the bleſſed ſtrife, of mes alfec- 


l tion and * 


The ds of Ruth ak upon : 
us with ſingular grace and beauty: it 


unfolds itſelf with equal energy and 


propriety. She diſcovers from firſt 'to 


laſt, a ſoul ſuſceptible of tender and 


perſevering attachment; ready to yield 


the ſacrifice of eaſe, of rank, of eſtima- 
tion, of every thing, for the ſake of 
enjoying the teſtimony of a good con- 


ſcience, and the ſociety that ſhe loved. 


She diſcovers a ſpirit at once ſweetly 


timid and baſhful, and nobly reſolute 


and undaunted. She inſpires love by : 


her gentleneſs, meekneſs and compla- 
cency; ſhe commands reſpe&t by her 
firmneſs, magnanimity and patience. In 
addreſſing her mother in law, ſhe is all 
amiable warmth and earneſtneſs; in re- 


plying to the friendly tenders of Boaz, 


ſhe is all amiable reſerve and modeſty. 


In ſpeaking to Naomi her heart flows to 


her lips, her words * her ſpeech is 
| 4 copious 
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copious and redundant : In anſwering a L 10 Sr. 


man, and a ſtranger, her words are few, 
ſhe ſpeaks by looks and geſtures, and 
is then 2 17 eloquent when 9 ſays 
: 9 eee 


PE behold the effect wick ce _ 5 
ſimplicity, and humbleneſs of mind; and 
diſtreſs have made upon a generous and 
ſenſible heart. The artleſs ſimplicity of 
the Moabitiſh damſel have made a deeper 
impreſſion than all that cunning and de- 
lign could have invented to allure affec- 
tion, and impoſe on the underſtanding. 5 
Happily the progreſs of virtuous love 
advances without the conſciouſneſs of 
the parties concerned; it is at firſt a 
mere intercourſe of civility, an attention 
to trifles, an interchange of kind words 
and pleaſant looks. It grows unper- 
ceived, it gathers ſtrength by neglett, 
it has arrived at maturity before It was 
known to exiſt, it gave no warning of 
its approach, and. thereby became irre- 
ſiſtible. And has the great Author of 
Nature vouchſafed in his word to deli- 
neate 


LECT. 
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neate, in more than one inſtance, the 
nature, progreſs, and effects of this im- 


portant and neceſſary paſſion, and ſhall 
we turn away from it with affected de- 


licacy, or take it up and purſue it With 
indecent mirth? No, if we adopt and 
imitate the candid, guileleſs ſimplicity, 
and the modeſt reſerve of (cripture, we 
cannot greatly err. 


In the caſe of ths and Ruth, it was 


enchantingly grateful to the former, as 


highly honourable to the latter, that 
the deciſion of the underſtanding. con- 


| firmed the judgement of the eyes. He 


had known, admired and approved the 
conduct, before he had ſeen and ad- 
mired the beauty of the perſon, and the 
gracefulneſs of the behaviour. The 


charms of wiſdom, virtue and piety, 


ſuperadded to perſonal accompliſhments, 


what a happy combination; what a 


foundation of felicity! The latter indeed, 


will and muſt fade, but their effect is 


Immortal; the company in which they 


flouriſhed and drann forth fruit, be- 
' ſtows 
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ſtows on them a permanency not their 


LECT. | 


NH 


own. How wretched is that female all 


whoſe conſequence is fled with her 
bloom; who depended on rank or for- 
tune to command reſpect; who has loſt 
the admiration and applauſe of others, 
before ſhe has begun to acquire the dig- 


: nity of ſelf. approbation, the only ge- 


nuine ſource c Pn; eſteem. 5 


The hiſtory bedr us ftrikingly dif- 


plays the tranſition from pity to love on 


the one hand; from gratitude to love on 


the other. Compaſſion | in Boaz, ſenſe 
of obligation in Ruth, excite the ſame 


mutual affection in both. It becomes 
his pride and joy to raiſe her to that 
diſtinction and affluence which ſhe ſa 


| well merited; it is her pride and joy to 
repay the tenderneſs of her benefactor 


by every kind office of compliance and 
affection. She had hitherto pleaſed 
herſelf with the conſciouſneſs of having 
done her duty, ſhe had not hunted after 
Praiſe, ſhe had diſcovered no anxiety, 


taken no pains to . abroad her 


own 
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own MO EY but honour will a vir- 
tue, as the ſhadow does the ſubſtance, 


and the flight of the one but accelerates 
the purſuit of the other. And how 


grateful muſt it have been even to the 


modeſt ear of Ruth herſelf, to hear her 


conduct approved, and her qualities ce- 


lebrated, by the wiſe and good man who 


had taken her under his protection, | 


and admitted her to his friendſhip. The 


praiſe which goodneſs confers on good- 
neſs, the praiſe which a man's own 
heart and conſcience allow to be merit- 


w praiſe beſtowed by one we love and 


eſteem is a feaſt indeed; it does equal 


honour, it communicates equal delight 


to the giver and the receiver; it is an 


anticipation of the glorious rewards of 
the faithful, from Him whoſe favour is 
| better than life. But ſave me, merciful 


Heaven, from the commendation which 


my own mind rejects. Save me from the 


approbation, the ill- informed approba- 
tion of ignorant erring man, while I 
have juſt cauſe to tremble under the ap- 

prehen- 


The cordial of cordials adminiſtred 
by the hand of Boaz to this truly excel- - 
lent woman, was his reconimendation 
of her to the care, bleſſing and protec- 
tion of the Almighty. It was much to 
be permitted to pick up a ſcanty liveli- 
hood among ſtrangers; it was much to 
meet with notice and encouragement 
from a mighty man of wealth in a fo- 
reign land; it was highly ſoothing to a 
ſpirit broken by calamity to be approved 
and careſſed by a great and a good man; 
but all this was nothing compared to 
the ſmiles of approving Heaven, in 
fweet accord with the ſerenity and 
compoſure of a quiet and approving 
conſcience, How cordially could ſhe 
pronounce amen” to his affectionate 
and pious prayer, The Lord recom- 
penſe thy work, and a full reward be 
6 given thee of the Lord God of Iſrael, 
„„ K under 
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XII. 


— © « troft;® . ain f 


1 8 
LEES 4 


The ik contains a piece of ſweet 


imagery, of which, interpreters. have 
I given different ideas. Under whoſe 
wings thou art come to truſt.” The 
expreſſion, according to ſome, implies 
an approbation of her reſolution in re- 
nouncing the religion of her country 
and fathers, in forſaking the idol wor- 
ſhip wherein ſhe had been educated, 
and in deliberately joining herſelf to the 
Iſraelites and worſhip of the living and 
true God. The words, it is alleged, 
have an alluſion to the Schekinah, the 


viſible glory, the ſymbol of the Divine 


preſence which reſided between, or un- 


der, the wings of the Cherubim which 


were extended over the mercy ſeat. 
This is, as it were, the point in which all 
the parts of the diſpenſation concenter- 
: ed, and therefore is employed to denote 


in brief, all that related to the know- 


: . Ver. . 


ledge, | 
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ledge, belief and ſervice of nan 
in epos tion to n 


r * 
þ A 2 > x * o 
{ * 7 * #4 ” > a "+4 "> ; 
* U 


8 conſider. it as a a tender 
and. fignificant image, borrowed: from 


nature, and frequently employed in other 
paſſages of ſcripture, the image of the 
tender callow. brood of the feathered 
race fleeing, in the moment of danger, 
for protection, under the ſhelter of the 
parental wing. In either caſe, it marks 


the providential care, and the ſacred ſe- 


f curity extended to all who ſeek refuge . 


in the Divine wiſdom. and mercy. No 


plague ſhall come nigh the place where 


they dwell, no evil ſhall befal them. It 


unfolds the ſpirit of a truly good man, 


diſpoſed to do every thing that huma- 


nity dictates, and ability permits, for the 


relief of the ſons and daughters of af. 


fliction; but deeply impreſſed with the 


belief that without the bleſſing and fa- 
vour of Heaven the interpoſition of 


man is vain and unprofitable. He re- 


fers not to the Divine bounty as an ex- 
emption from deeds of charity and 
| 9 2 mercy, 
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LECT. mercy, but to render his benevolence 


XII. 


effectual, and to crown, promote and 


proſper his kind intentions; to fill up 
the meaſure of his liberal deſign, which, 


after all, was narrowed and contralted 


wy Nlendemeſs of ability. 


The et G the whale upon Ruth 
is the ſame which a ſenſe of unmerited 


friendſhip from man, and the ex pecta- 


tion of bleſſings from on high, will 


ever produce on a good and honeſt 


heart. As ſhe riſes in fituation, as 


the riſes in hope, ſhe finks in humi- 
lity. Then ſhe faid, Let me find 


« favour in thy ſight, my lord; for that 


_ * thou haſt comforted me, and for that 


thou haſt ſpoken friendly unto thine 
„ handmaid, though I be not like unto 


* one of chy handmaidens. * 


This draws from the benevolent lord 
of the harveſt reiterated aſſurances of 


regard and ſympathy, He again runs 


over ; the whole ſtore of the field, leſt 


* Ver. 13. 
Ke - 


/ 
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* ſhould have omitted any particular I. 
in his former enumeration; again inti:- 


mates a cheerful and unaffected wel- 
come to what ſhe could deſire, or he 
had to beſtow. In this, if I miſtake 


not, may be ſeen the farther progreſs of 


affection. Ruth gains upon his heart 


by every word ſhe utters, by every 
geſture and attitude; and pleaſes moſt, 
from having formed, from purſuing no 
deſign to pleaſe. The greater her difh- 


dence and ſelf-denial, the greater is his 


_ earneſineſs to bring her forward, and 
to ſupport her. She was by the former 


order permitted t to go at pleaſure and 
ſerve herſelf with whatever was in the 


field for the general uſe; now, ſhe is 


invited to join the company where Boaz 
himſelf ꝓreſided, ſhe is fed from his 


own hand, and her portion is not a 
ſcanty one, ſhe did eat and was ſuf. 
* ficed and left.“ It was thus that 


Joſeph expreſſed the partiality of his 
affection for Benjamin his own brother, 
his meſs was five times ſo much as any 
of theirs; and thus in artleſs guiſe, the 


of growing 


. 
ECT. 


XI 


1 5 CT. 
—— Moabiteſs declared itſelf; and thus, not 
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growing paſſion of Boaz for the fair ; 


in high flown rhapſodies of unmeaning 
jargon, but in little attentions, in petty 


offices of kindneſs, the genuine effuſions 


of unſophiſticated nature, the generous 


paſſion of love, always will declare its 
exiſtence and quality. Happy, thrice | 


happy banquet, far beyond all the lux- 


ury and pride of unwieldy, uneaſy, un- 


bleſſed magnificence. There they fit, 
under the open canopy of heaven, on 


maſter, the ſervants, the ſtranger, 1 
one group. Their fare is homely, 85 


labour has made it pleaſant to ſit down, 


| and hunger on W the food a * 


But 1 a ſuperior reliſh did the 


morſel of Boaz himſelf poſſeſs ! Think 


what a banquet, to ſee his numerous 
family around him, all contented and 
happy ; to give bread to ſo many, and 
to receive the ample return of it in their 


honeſt attachment, and in the fruits of 


their induſtry. What a luxury, to feed 
A hungry, to raiſe” a 9 (inking ſtranger! 
© © 0 
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to render gentle ſervices to a deſerving L ECT * 
object, which humanity inſpired, the — 


underſtanding confirmed, the heart di- 
| refted, and Heaven approved! What a 
deſert, to reflect that all theſe comforts 
flowed from a heavenly Father's benefi- 
cence, that thus he was twice bleſſed, 5 


bleſſed 1 in rern n in giving. 


The lei of Ruth was ir from 
vain ſo pure and perfect. She felt the 
depreſſion of dependence and obliga- | 
tion; obligation which ſhe had no 
proſpect of ever being able to repay. 
She felt for the anxiety, diſtreſs and 
want of a venerable aged woman, for 
whom nothing was provided; who was 
fitting ſolitary at home brooding over 
paſt calamities, and tormenting herſelf 
with apprehenſions about futurity. She 
can hardly ſwallow her own morſel for 
grief to think that one more helpleſs, 
more feeble, more friendleſs than her- 
ſelf, wanted the common neceſſaries of 
life: that Naomi was perhaps faſting 
till ſhe returned, and, worſe than faſting, 
:U 4 tor⸗ 
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i RET, tormented. with ſolicitude about her 


ſafety. The ſweeteſt part of the repaſt 


co Ruth was the portion ſhe had re- 


7 ſerved from her own neceſſities for the 
ſuſtentation of her anc ent, affectionate, 
Wenn Parent. 


Their frugal 4 meal being end- 
ed, they riſe up, not to play, but to 
work again, and continue their labour = 
until the evening, A frefh charge 1s 
given to the reapers on no account to 
diſturb, or inſult the lovely gleaner, and 
the young men are directed to find no 
fault with her, gather where ſhe would, 
even among the ſheaves before they 
| were bound up; and to drop here and 
there a handful, as if by accident, to 
render her toil more pleaſant and ealy, 
without hurting her honeſt pride, This 
injunction could proceed only from a 
delicate and ingenuous mind. To have 
made her directly a preſent of the ears 
of corn, had been an indignity offered 
to her poyerty; to ſcatter them with- 
out any apparent deſign, was effectually 
; to 
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to facilitate her labour, and dinniniſh LECT. : 


her fatigue, without rendering the bur 
den of obligation too grieyous to be 
borne. The manner of conferring a 
benefit, it cannot be too often repeated, 
infinitely outweighs the matter. The 
comfort of human life, is a combina- 
tion of little, minute attentions, Which 
taken ſeparately, are nothing, but con- 
_ nected with the eircumſtances of time, 
place and manner, as coming from the 
heart, as tokens of good - will, poſſeſs a 
value and inſpire a pleaſure beyond te 
* r TEE 


Think of the heart-felt catisfaQtion of E I 

I the amiable labourer, when at the going -  - 

down of the ſun, on ſeparating the ſtraw 

and chaff from the good grain, and 

meaſuring the produce of her patience 
and induſtry ſhe found it amount to. fo 
conſiderable a quantity! Would you 

make a poor man happy, do not en- 
courage him to beg. Idleneſs and hap- 
pineſs are incompatible. No, render 
his tall a little eafier to him, teach him 
: to 
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to dra his muh and comfort 85 


from, and to build his 3 e 
| MOI? * 0 9 


Si now Ruth's comfort was going 
to begin; it was hitherto mixed and 


imperfet—it now flows pure and un- 


reſtrained. She has it in her power to 


relieve indigence, to remove anxiety, to 


diſpel ſorrow, to make the widowed 


heart ſing for joy. See with what exul- 


tation ſhe produces her ſtore, re-mea- 


ſures her corn, details the adventures of 
the day, and receives, in communicating 


joy. This, O virtuous friendſhip, is thy 


preſent 5 great reward! Such, if | pri de 
and perverſeneſs prevented not, the fe- 


licity which Providence has graciouſly 


placed within every one's reach! Let 


me have ſome friendly ear, in the calm- 
neſs of the evening's retreat, to liſten to 
my tale; ſome ſympathetic heart, to par- 


ticipate in my ſorrows and my joys, 


and I care not what hardſhips I endure, 

what mortifications I meet with, through 

the live-long day. Friendſhip doubles 
. the 
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che deli ohts, divides, and thereby dimi- L 15 bal 
niſhes, the cares and miſeries of this W N 
Try life. PETTY STE e "LANE" 


Think of che ack gelte of 

the ancient matron, as ſhe ſurveyed the 

fruits of her beloved daughter's dutiful 

_ exertions, and heard the artleſs ſtory of 
a harveſt day's employment and recrea- 

tion. Yes, ſhe is the happier of the 
two. The joys of age are calm, un- 
tumultuous, untempeſtuous; thoſe of 
youth have always a mixture of ardour 
and impetuoſity, that allays their purity, 
and haſtens on their diſſolution. We 
fincerely bid them good night, and 

leave them to the ſweet repoſe of conſci- 

- ous integrity, of acquieſcence in the will 
and thankfulneſs for the bounty of gra- 
cious Heaven, and of budding, bloſſom. 
ing hope of greater bleſſings yet to come, 


—At what a ſmall expence, may a 
great man acquire reſpett, eſteem, love? 
—How mfinitely nature excels art!—In 
how ſimple and eaſy a method does Pro- 

vidence 


; Tn 
300 HISTORY. or RUTH. 


58 r. vidence bring: about the greateſt events! 
—— © Godlineſs is” every way * great gain:” 
it has © the promiſe of the life that now 


06 is, and of that which is to come,” 
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AND HER MOTHER-IN-LAW SAID' UNTO HER, 


WHERE HAST THOU GLEANED TO-DAY? AND" 


WHERE WROUGHTEST THOU? BLESSED BE 


nE THAT DID TAKE KNOWLEDGE OF THEE. 


SIO 
A 
v2 


- 


AND SHE SHEWED HER MOTHER-IN-LAW_ 


WITH WHOM SHE HAD WROUGHT, AND SAID, 


| THE MAN'S NAME WITH WHOM I WROUGHT 


' TO-DAY IS B0A ZZ. AND NAOMI' SAID UNTO 
HER DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, BLESSED BE HE 


' OF THE LORD, WHO HATH NOT LEFT OFF 


HIS KINDNESS TO THE LIVING AND TO THE 
DEAD. AND NAOMI SAID UNTO HER, THE 
MAN IS NEAR OF KIN UNTO us, ONE OF OUR 
NEXT KINSMEN. AND RUTH THE MOABI- 


TæxSss SAID, HE SAID UNTO ME ALSO, THOU 
SHALT KEEP FAST BY MY YOUNG MEN, UN- 


TIL THEY HAVE ENDED ALL MY HARVEST. 
AND NAOMI SAID UNTO RUTH HER DAUGH= 


TER-IN-LAW, IT IS GOOD, MY DAUGHTER, 
THAT THOU GO OUT WITH HIS MAIDENS, 
THAT 
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THAT THEY. MEET THEE vor IN ANY ornrt 
FIELD. so SHE KEPT FAST BY THE MAIDENS 
| OF BOA TO GLEAN UNTO THE END OF BAR- 
LEY-HARVEST, AND OF WHEAT-HARVEST ; 
AND DWELT, WITH HER MOTHER-IN-LAW, 
THEN NAOMI HER MOTHER-IN-LAW SAID 
UNTO HER, MY DAUGHTER, SHALL I NOT 
SEEK REST FOR THEE, THAT IT MAY BE 
WELL WITH THEE? F. 


-OTHING is more abſurd thai to 
judge of ancient and foreign cuſ- 
toms, by the faſhion of our own country 
and of the preſent day. Language, 


manners, and dreſs are inceſſantly chang- 

ing their form. Were our anceſtors of 
the laſt century to ariſe from the dead, 
and to appear in the habit of their own 


times, their great grand-children and 


they would be utter ſtrangers to one 


another. Their ſpeech would be mu- 
tually unintelligible, their modes of be- 


haviour uncouth, their apparel ridicu- 


lous. How much more, after the lapſe 


of many centuries has intervened, and 


the ſcene ſhifted to a diſtant land, peo- 


pled by men of a different complection, 
governed by different laws, and com- 
| municating 


+ municating thought by: means of a dif- wy c CT. i 


ferent a „ e ee 1101 e 
es wo. oth. regs) : 

"Os: PH ths great . pleaſur ures pro 

Fram! the Rudy of ancient hiſtory, is to 
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˖ 
- 


trace theſe differences, to contemplate p 


the endleſs variety of the human mind, 


ever changing, ſtill the ſame; to com- 


pare age with age, nation with nation, 


| in order to excite admiration of the 


great, Creator s wiſdom and goodneſs, 


7 and to aſpire ayer towards our Ane, | 


? | . 4 5 
* 
N 15 


83 examining hs eh Saeed 
in the context, let it be remembered, 


that they are the cuſtoms of men Who 


lived upwards of three thouſand years 
ago, who inhabited a different quarter of 


the globe, whoſe ideas, employments 


and purſuits had no manner of reſem- 


blance to ours, and who would be 


equally aſtoniſhed, ſhocked and offend- 


ed, were modern and European manners 


made to paſs in review before them. 
And let it be farther remembered, that 
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LECT, 
XIII. 
— 


ln 


isro kr or nrx. 


ve ſpeak of cuſtoms and manners only, 
and not of morals ; of ciren 


Which from their own nature and the 
current of human affairs are liable to 


ns progreſs, the. providence of 


God carried-on its purpoſe reſpeRing 
the poſterity of Abraham in 


and the royal line of the houfe of Da- 


alteration, not of things in ' themſelves 
2 en wag mme. 


we FORE hes: 17 e aide wit 


general, 


vid in particular, and reſpecting a much 
higher object, to which this was a mere 


tion of God in the fleſh,” for the re- 
demption of a loſt world. We havt 


miniſtrin 8 ſervant, an harbinger and 


preparation, namely, the manifeſta- 


ſeen the commencement of the tempo- 
ral rewards of virtue, and the dawning 


of everlaſting joy. We are now to at- 


tend the progreſs of divine beneficence, 
of providential interpoſition, to crown - 


the endeavours, and promote the 1 5 
pineſs of che faithful. 


Ruth 


— 


are the communications of filial Mktheh- | 


ment and proſperity to the ear of mi 
ternal tenderneſs, It is not eaſy to bon. 


|  evive; ee e than was en- 
theſe amiable 


exe 8 Artleſs, 


2 Ruth e to ock no 


wa 0 
of —— and eneourage 
Boaz, and to the pleaſure of ſuppori 


erſelf'and aged parent by her own . 


ertions. But Naomi, more exp 


and intelligent, begins 10 build on tbe 


hiſtory - : of what Providence. had ds . 
for tham-that day, a projettof recom. 
her piety 1 affection fo well-rtrked, 
even no leſs than that of uniting Het = 
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we ſpeak of cuſtoms and manners only, 
and not of morals; of circumſtances 


which from their own nature and the 


current of human affairs ate liable to 


alteration, not of things 1 in chemſelves 
— and immutable. = 


We have hed by whit; * and 
.onural: progteſs, the providence of 
God carried on its purpoſe reſpecting 
the poſterity of Abraham in general, 
and the royal line of the houſe of Da- 


vid in particular, and reſpecting a much 


demption of a loſt world. We havt 
ſeen the commencement of the tempo- 


higher object, to which this was a mere 
miniſtring ſervant, an harbinger and 


Preparation, namely, the manifeſta- 
tion of God in the fleſh,” for the re- 


ral rewards of virtue, and the dawning 


of everlaſting joy. We are now to at- 
tend the progreſs of divine beneficence, 


of providential interpoſition, to crown | 
the endeavours, and promote the hap- 
pPineſs of the kaithful. 


Ruth 


| ntsrba v or AUTH. 3% 

- Raith has returned to her-mother-in- LEC: r. 
e laden with the fruits of honeſt in- — 
duſtry, and provided with a ſupply ſor 

preſent neceſſity; cheered and comſort- 
ed by the benevolence of a reſpectable 
ſtranger, and exulting in the praſpeR of 
future employment and ſucceſs. SM ,t 
are the communications of filial attach- 
ment and proſperity to the ear of ma- 
ternal tenderneſs. It is not eaſy to con- 
ceive happineſs more pure than was en- 
joyed that evening by theſe amiable 
and excellent women. Artleſs, unde- 
ſigning Ruth ſeems to lock no farther 
dhan to the remainder of the harveſt, 
the contmuation of her labour, and 

of protection and eneouragement from 
th and to the pleaſure of ſupporting 
| herſelf and aged parent by her own ex- 
ertions. But Naomi, more experienced 
and intelligent, begins to build on the 
hiſtory - of what Providence had done 
for them that day, a projeR of recom- 
pence to her beloved daughter, Which 
her piety and affection fo well merited, 


even no leſs than that of uniting her to 
or. „%% Rs 
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L 7 CT, Boar i in marriage. Was ſhe to be blained 
XIII. 
— in this? By no means. It is criminal 


to outrun Providence, it is madneſs to 
think of conſtraining or bending it to 
our partial, ſelfiſh views. But it is wiſ- 
dom, it is duty to exerciſe ſagacity, to 
obſerve the ways of the Almighty, and 
to follow where he leads. The advice 
| ſhe gives in purſuance of this deſign, 
and Ruth's ready compliance, have, ac- 
| cording to our ideas, a very extraordi- 
nary and queſtionable appearance, and 
ſeem rather calculated to defeat than to 
forward the · end which they had in 
view; but modern refinement and li- 
centiouſneſs are little competent to judge 
of ruſtic ſimplicity and ancient purity. 
The proceeding was authorized by 
cuſtom, was free from every taint of 
immorality, and had not in the eyes of 
the world even the ſemblance of inde- 
cency. The parties were all virtuous, | 
-they feared the Lord, they conformed 
to the laws and uſages of their country, 
and Heaven ſmiled on their honeſt, un- 
ſullied intentions, 3 
Had 
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Had 1 the happineſs, with a mind - 


E QT. 
X111. 


as pure, to addrefs ears as chaſte, ima 


ginations as undefiled, I ſhould without 
heſitation or fear enter on the detail of 
the tranſaction as it ſtands on the re- 


cord. But regard muſt be had to che 
prejudices of the times, to the propriety 
and decency which cuſtom has eſtabliſh- 


ed, remarking. at the ſame time, that 


guilt is the parent of ſhame, and that 
an over-refined delicacy is too often the 
proof of a Pg heart. 


The marriage of 1 to Ruth i is the 


only inſtance we have of the applica- 
tion of a-civil and political ſtatute of 
long ſtanding : which runs in theſe terms, 


The land ſhall not be ſold for ever: 


for the land is mine; for ye are ſtran- 


gers and ſojourners with me. And in 


all the land of your poſſeſſion ye ſhall 
« grant a redemption for the land. If 
thy brother be waxen poor, and hath 
* ſold away ſome of his poſſeſſion, andif 
any of his kin come to redeem it, then 
9 ſhall he redeem that which his brother 


X —— * fold, 


) 
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«fold, And if the man have none to 
* redeem it, and himſelf be able to re- 


deem it; then let him count the 
years of the ſale thereof, and reſtore 
* the overplus unto the man to whom 


he ſold it; that he may retutn unto 
“ his poſſeſſion. | But if he be not able 
« to reſtore it to him, then that which 


ig ſold ſhall remain in the hand of 


* him that hath bought it until the 


«year of jubile: and in the jubile it 
„ ſhall go out, and he ſhall return unto 
* his poſſeſſion.“ “ And it ſtands in 
connection with another law circumſtan- 
tially narrated. If brethren dwell to- 
_ * gether, and one of them die and have 

no child, the wife of the dead ſhall 


© not marry without unto a ſtranger: 
« her huſband's brother ſhall go in unto 
re her, and take her to him to wife, and 

perform the duty of an huſband's 
t brother unto her. And it ſhall be, 


* that the firſt-born which ſhe beareth 
„ ſhall ſucceed in the name of his bro- 


'* Leviticus xxv. 23-28. 
te ther 
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ec ther which ! is dead,” that his name be EECT, 
* not put out of Iſrael. And if the —— 


man like not to take his brother's 
« wife, then let his brothers wife go up 
* to the gate unto the elders, and ſay, 
My huſband's brother refuſeth to raiſe 
up unto his brother a name in Iſrael, 
he will not perform the duty of my 
* huſband's brother. Then the elders 


of his city ſhall call him, and ſpeak 


© unto him: and if he fland to it, and 
« ſay, I like not to take her; then 
* ſhall his brother's wife come unto him 
in the preſence of the elders, and 
« looſe his ſhoe from off his foot, and 
„ ſpit in his face, and ſhall anſwer and : 
* ſay, So ſhall it be done unto that 
man that will not build up his bro- 


© ther's houſe. And his name ſhall be 


e called in Iſrael, The houſe of him that 
© hath his ſhoe looſed.”* The whole 
ſpirit of the Moſaic diſpenſation con- 
ſiders the great Jehovah as the tempo- 
ral ſovereign 'of Iſrael, the land as his, 


* Deuterongmy xxv. 5—10. 
=: the 
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the ſupremacy his. Every Ifraelite re- 


— ceived his inheritance: under the ex- 


preſs ſtipulation that it ſhould not be 
alienated from him and from his fa- 
mily for ever. That if, preſſed by necel- 
fity, he ſhould ſell the while of any part 


of it, he himſelf or his neareſt of kin- 
dred might at àny future period redeem 


it; that at the worſt, in the year of Ju- 


dile, it ſhould revert unpurchaſed to the 


ancient proprietor or his repreſentative; EE 
and thereby ſucceſſion and property be 
preſerved diſtin till the purpoſes A. 


Heav en ſhould be N 


10 give the law farther and more 5 
certain effect, it was enatted, That if 
the elder branch of the family and the 


heir of the inheritance, ſhould die child- 


leſs, his next elder brother or neareſt 
male relation ſhould marry the widow; 


and that the iſſue of ſuch marriage ſhould 
be. deemed to belong to the deceaſed, 
| ſhould aſſume his name, and ſucceed to 
his inheritance. Here then was the fa- 


mily of Elimelech ready to be extin- 
* 
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dead without poſterity. Naomi was 
paſt child-bearing, the lands were ready 
to paſs into the hands of ſtrangers, for 
want of an heir, the hope of ſucceſſion 
exiſting alone in the perſon of Ruth 
the Moabiteſs, the widow of Mahlon. 
The meaſure therefore recommended 
by Naomi, and adopted by Ruth, was 
neither leſs nor more than a legal call 
on Boaz, as the ſuppoſed neareſt kinſ- 
man of that branch of the family, to 
fulfil the duty of that relation: Naomi 
not knowing, or having forgotten that 
there was a kinſman ſtill nearer than 
him. Boaz apprized of this, and re- 
| ſpeting the laws of God and his coun- 
try, preferably to his own paſſions and 
predilection, refers the whole cauſe to a 
fair, open, Judicial deciſion, 


The conduct of | "AM 1 is 
exemplary and worthy of commenda- 
tion: it beſpeaks at once a wiſe and a 
good man. We have expatiated at 
conſiderable length on his character as 
| * 4 a man 


| guiſhed: he and his two ſons were all FRE: GT, 
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LECT. a man of piety, regularity and hum. 
— nity; we have beſtewed on him the Juft 


tribute of admiration and reſpect, as a 
man of ſenſibility, as fufceptible of 
pity for the miſerable, of kindneſs to the 
ſtranger, of love for a deſerving object. 
His character acquires much additional 
refpeRtability from this laſt confideration, 
connetted with the delicacy of his fitua- 
ion as a man and a citizen, His partia- 
lity to Ruth was clear and decided. In 
the confidence of virtue ſhe had: put 
herſelf entirely in his power; and what 
ufe did he make of this advantage? 
Never was father more tender of the 
reputation and chaſtity of his daughter, 
Every ſelfiſn eonfideration is funk in 
ſenſe of propriety, in reſpect to the di- 
vine authority, in ſolicitude about the 
honour and intereft of the woman whom 
he loved. His partiality to Ruth was 
decided, but the right of redemption 
Vas in another, and he nobly diſdains 
to avail himſelf of wealth, of power, of 
prior poſſeſſion, to the prejudice of that 
right. What is the victory of the war- 


- * 
„. 8 

* 

. 
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f like hero compared to chis'triuraph hs a LE 115. T. 4 
man over himſelf! What are trophies | — 


ſtamed with blood, oppoſed to the filent 
| applauſe of a good conſcience, and the 
approbation of Almighty God! I ſee 
him bringing the cauſe to the determina- 
tion of the Judges, with the firmneſs of 
an honeſt man, with'the anxiety of one 
in love, and with the refignation of one 
- who feared the Lord, and committed all 
to theconduR of infinite wiſdom. Charao- 
ters ſhine by contraſt. The nearer kinſ- 
man's verſatility, diſingenuouſneſs, and 
inſenſibility to ſhame, ſerve as a foil to the 
firmneſs, candour, and delicacy of Boaz. 
When the former hears of a good bargain, 
when he conſiders the advantage of his 
birth as the means of ſtepping into a 
vacant inheritance upon eaſy terms, he 
is all acquieſcence and eagerneſs, but 
the moment he hears of the condition 
under which he is to purchaſe, of the 
aſſumption of the widow, of the relief 
of the miſerable, of tranſmitting the 
name of Elimelech, not his own, to 
. together with his lands, he 
inſtantly 
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of having © his ſhoe pulled off,” A 
being publickly ſpit upon, of ding 


er cools, ſubmits to the infamy 


7 his houſe branded with a note of diſ 


grace, and leaves the field open to a 
much better man than himſelf, _ 


11 1 18 uk cues to conceive 1 to 


Jeſeribe the ſolicitude of the parties, 
while the cauſe was yet in dependance. 
What a blow to the heart of Boaz, when : 
he, on whom the law beſtowed the pre- 
ference, declared his aſſent to the pro- 


5 poſal; what diſappointment to the hopes 


of Naomi, who had evidently ſet her 
mind on this match; what a damp 


thrown on the wiſhes and expectations | 
of Ruth, on whoſe ſuſceptible heart the 
[goodneſs and generoſity of Boaz muſt 


have made a deep impreſſion! What 
relief to all, to hear him ſolemnly re- 
tract his aſſent, reſign his right, and ſub- 


mit to the penalty. Thoſe are the ge- 


nuine delights of human life at. which 
we arrive through danger and difficulty, 
which are the immediate gift of Heaven, 


- which 
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which we have not einployed imp. oper LECT. 
arts to aequire, and which we can 
therefore enjoy without ſhame or re- 
morſe, The felicity which we are in 
too great haſte to graſp, which we pur- 
=. independent of God and religion, 
which by crooked paths we arrive at, 
proves at beſt a cloud in the embrace, 
often a ſerpent full, of deadly poiſon in 
the boſom. The very delays which Pro- 
vidence interpoſes, the ſacrifices which 
a ſenſe of duty offers up, the mortifica- 
tions to which conſcience ſubmits, en- 
hance the value, and heighten the reliſh 
of: our lawful comforts. _ 


& Let us FDA this obſervation to the 
three leading perſonages in this inte- 
reſting tale. Naomi fits down, and 
thus meditates with herſelf. © With 
* what fair proſpects did I begin the 
* world; the wife of a prince, a mother 
*in Iſrael, among the firſt in rank, in 
_ * wealth, in expectation. But how early 
* were my proſpe&s clouded! Driven 
by famine from the land of promiſe, 
, 5 reduced 


LE er. 
X XIII. 
— — 
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4 reduced to ſeek ſhelter and ſubſiſtence 
among firangers, but ſupported and 


_ *« xefreſhed by the company and ten- 
* derneſs of the huſband of my tender 


r years, and the preſence and improve- 
e ment of my children: finding a new 


: 0 home in the land of Moab, my fa, 


* mily reſpected in a foreign country, 


_ © reputably allied, comfortably ſettled. 


But the cup of proſperity again daſhed 


45 from my hand , huſband and ſons, 


« the defere of my eyes, taken away with 


«64 ſtroke 7 Canaan and Moab rendered 


 < equally a place of exile, robbed of 


that which rendered all places a home, 


Kall fttuations a pleaſure; deſerted of 


„all but Heaven, and a good young 


back for the relief of my anguiſh ta 


my native ſoil and city, and mortiſied 
at finding myſelf there more a ſtranger 
than among aliens; providentially 


K ratſed into notice and conſequence 


again, my affectionate daughter no- 
* bly allied, the name of Elimelech 
: * about 
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« about to be tevived, and his houſe L 75 - 
« built. up! What a ſtrangely checquer- — 


sed life! Naomi and Mara in perpetual 
_ « ſucceſſion! But every thing is ordered 
„ wiſely and well of Him who ſees all 
_ « things at one view; the latter end is bet- 
e ter than the beginning; behold good 
id ariſing out of evil; the deſigns of the 
« Moſt High haſtening to their accom- 
* pliſhment. All is of the Lord of 
“ Hoſts, who is wonderful en counſel, - 
0 * excellent « en working,” 


The tefleRiohs of the Moabiteſs may 
be ſuppoſed to run in this channel. 
„What a bleſſing for me that I ever 
* became united to an Iſraelitiſſi family, 
„ whatever pings it may other ways 
% have coſt me! But for this I ſhould 
© have been, like my fathers, a Wor- 
e ſhipper of ſtocks and ſtones, the work 
of mens hands; a ſtranger to rational 
© piety, to inward peace! Happy loſs, 
Which procured for me this unſpeak- 
* ably great gain: propitious poverty, 
* which ſent, which drove me out, in 
« queſt 


- — — . . 
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ng 
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« queſt of treaſures ineſtimable; bleſſed 


ce exile, which conducted me to a habi- 
tation under the wings of the Al. 
* mighty! What real gain is true god- 
lineſs! It has more than the promiſe, 
„it has the enjoyment of the life that 
* now is. Myſterious Providence, that 


* directed my doubtful, trembling ſteps 


to glean in that field, that has in a 
* few ſhort weeks made ſuch a change 


in my condition, that has raiſed me 


on from the loweſt, meaneſt, moſt forlorn 


of dependants, to the higheſt ſtate of 


*« affluence, eaſe and reſpectability; and 


* tranſplanted me from the vaſt howling 
* defarts of idolatry and ignorance, to 


„the fair and fertile regions of know- 
* ledge, of purity, of hope and joy! 


„To comfort and maintain a mother 


© ike Naomi, to find ſuch a friend and 


* huſband as Boaz! It is life from the 


„dead. It is of that God who has 


tau ght me to know, and to chooſe him 


a my God, and who will never fail 
© nor forſake them who put their un 


'66 in him.“ 


Boaz 
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Sos too finds his ſituation greatly 


improved, rejoices and gives God 
thanks. My wealth was great, my 
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* garners full, my man ſervants and 


. * maidens numerous, dutiful and affec- 
* tionate, but I had no one to ſhare my 


* proſperity with me, I was ſolitary in 
e the midſt of a multitude: like Adam 
in paradiſe, incapable of enjoyment, 

« becauſe deſtitute ot a companion, an 
help meet for me; but God hath 
© provided for me a virtuous woman, 

* whoſe price is above rubies, My 
© houſe has now received its brighteſt 


* ornament, my family its firmeſt ſup- 
port, my eſtate its moſt prudent and 


„ faithful diſpenſer. I have done my 5 


duty. I have reſpected the majeſty 


of the law. I have followed where 


Providence led the way, and I have 
my reward, in the peace of my own 


* mind, in the poſſeſſion of a wiſe and 


* good woman, in the bleſſing of that 
„God who has done all things for me, 


*and who does all things wiſely and 


bo wall P 
Behold 
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Behold a match formed immediately 
by the hand of Providence, through the 


happy concurrence of little incidental 


eircumſtances; ; a match built, not on 


the brittle foundation of ſordid intereſt, 


; but on the ſolid baſis of mutual ee. 


tion, of generoſity, of wiſdom, of reli- 


gion; a match pregnant with what con- 


ſequences to Bethlehem- Judah, to all 


Iſrael, to the human race! 
N 0 | . 


From this advantage of ground, how 
pleaſant it is to trace the ſweetly mean- 


dering courſe of the river of prophecy 
and promiſe united, toward the vaſt, 


the immeaſurable ocean of accompliſh- 


ment. Now the tribe of Judah is riſing 


into conſequence, now the royal fceptre 
is ready to be put into his hand, never 


to depart thence *© till Shiloh come, of 


the increaſe of whoſe government and 


* peace there ſhall be no end: to whom 


* the gathering of the people ſhall be.” 


Now the ſtar of Jacob begins to appear. 
Now the © tender plant” begins to rear 
its head, and the“ root out of the dry 

« ground” 
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ce ground to ſpring up; it buds: and LET. - 
« bloſſoms as the roſe, and its ſmell 18 — 
as the ſmell of Lebanon.” 1 ett cl 5 
But hi eye can diſcover what cre- 
ated ſpirit take in the whole extent of _ 
God's purpole and grace given in 
« Chriſt Jeſus before the world began, 
and terminating in the final and ever; 
laſting. redemption | of a loſt world, 
through. faith in his blood? The vel] 
of eternity is drawn over it; Eye hath 
* not ſeen, nor ear heard, -nokler have 
c entered into the heart of man, the 
* things which God hath, prepared for 
them that love him.”* „ Beloved, 
* now are we the ſons of God, and it 
% doth not yet appear what we ſhall be: 
* but we know that, when he ſhall ap- 
* pear, we ſhall be like him; for we 
* ſhall ſee him as he is. T 


The Mie of Ruth, wi bs brought : 
to a patiod next Lord's day. 


*x "Corinthians | . 
tx John iii. 2. 


Yeu VL: -Y You: e 
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You ſee, - men and brethen © the ob- 


—— Jet which is cloſely kept in view, 


through every æra of time, under all dif. 
penſations, and by whatever inſtru- 
ments. The work of God cannot ſtand 
ſtill, his purpoſe cannot be defeated. 
One generation of men goeth and ano- 


ther cometh, but every ſucceeding ge- 


neration contributes to the furtherance 


of his deſign; and, whether knowingly 


or ignorantly, voluntarily or welas, 
all fulfil Wa pleaſure. 


N one are forſiken of Providence, but 
ſuch as are falſe to themſelves, and till 
we have done what is incumbent upon 
us, we have neither warrant not en- 


couragement to look up and wiſh, to 


expect and pray. 


Nothing is 3 but what 


is ſinful: Poverty that is not the effect 


of idleneſs, prodigality or vice, has no- 
thing ſhameful in it; the gleaner behind 


the reapers may be as truly dignified as 
the lord of the harveſt. Let lordly 
wealth 


hy. 
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wealth ceaſe from pride, a1 virtuous LE et, 


XIII. 


obſeurity and indigence * Gn” x 


en deſſ pair. 


Waſte not time, ſpirits and thought 


in airy ſpeculation | about imaginary 
ſituations, but try to make the moſt of 


that in which infinite wiſdom has ſeen 
meet to place thee, 

Diſdain to envy any one, at leaſt un- 
til thou haſt thoroughly examined into 


the eſtate of him whom thou art dif. 


. to > envy. 


He is deſtitute of che bappieſt piepe⸗ 
ration for the reliſh and enjoyment of 


proſperity, who has not arrived at it 


through the path of adverſity. To re- 


ceive with thankfulneſs, to enjoy with 
moderation, to reſign with cheerfulneſs, 
to endure with patience, 1s the higheſt 
pitch of human virtue. | 


Men are often ulfilling a plan of 
Providence, without intending, or even 
n being 


ed are donner partakers, all being kings 


\ 


324 HISTORY OF RUTH. 


being conſcious of it. They are ie 
a double part at the ſame inſtant; the 


one private and perſonal, local and 
tranſitory, the other public, comprehen- 


ſive and permanent: they may be build- 


ing up at once a private family, and 
the church of God, carrying on and 
maintaining the ſucceſſion to an inhe- 
ritance, to a throne, and miniſtring to the 
extenſion and progreſs of a kingdom 


which ſhall never be moved or ſhaken, 


In the kingdom of nature, there is 
high and low, mountain and valley, 
ſameneſs with diverſity: In the kingdom 
of Providence, there is difference of rank 
and ſtation, of talent and accompliſh- 


ment, of fortune and ſucceſs, but a mutual 
and neceſſary connection and depend- 
ance. In the kingdom of grace, there 


is diverſity of gifts and offices, but the 
ſame ſpirit; and ſo in the kingdom of 


glory, different degrees of luſtre, as 


ſtars differ one from another, but one 
univerſal glory of which all the redeem- 


and 
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and priefts unto God. Throughout the LEC' Y 


QT. 


whole there is a gradation which at — 


once pleaſes and confounds, that de- 
preſſes and exalts, that inſpires content- 


ment and teaches to aſpire, that now 
attracts to the pure fountain of un- 


ereated light, and now repels the bold 


enquirer to his native darkneſs and diſ- 
tance Web 


Js it pleaſant to ſurvey from the ex- 
ceeding high mountain, where the 
Chriſtian tabernacle is pitched, the 
courſe of that river whoſe ſtreams make 


glad the city of our God? What will it 


be, from the ſummit of yonder eternal 


hills, to contemplate the whole extent of 


Emanuel's land, c watered with the pure 
P 


„river of water of life; to mingle with 
the nations of them that are ſaved, as 
they expatiate through the bliſsful 
groves, planted with the tree of life: 
to converſe with the- diſtinguiſhed per- 
ſonages who ſhine on this hallowed page, 
and ſhall then ſhine in immortal luſtre ; 
to reap with Boaz a richer harveſt than 

Y 3 ever 


, 
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150 T. ever waved © on the plains of Bethlehem - 


XIII. 


m Judah; to aſſiſt Naomi in raiſing her 
_ triumphant ſong of praiſe; and to re- 
Joice with Ruth, and with one another, 
in our joint reception into God's ever- 


laſting kingdom, in our common ad- 
miſſion into © the general aſſembly and 


* church of the firſt-born,” Glorious 
things are ſpoken of thee, O city of our 
God. We have heard of them with 


the hearing of the ear, may our eyes be 


bleſſed with the ſight of them. May 


» the Lamb who is in the midſt of the 
* throne, lead us to living fountains of 


te waters; and God wipe away all tears 


from our eyes. —“ Amen. Even ſo, 
come, Lord Jeſus,” 


LECTURE 
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LECTURE In. 
Rr iv. 19—17. 


SO BOAZ Took RUTH, AND SHE WAS HIS WIFE: 
AND WHEN HE WENT IN UNTO HER, THE 
LORD GAVE HER CONCEPTION, AND SHE 
BARE A SON. AND THE WOMEN SAID UNTO 
NAOMI, BLESSED BE THE LORD, WHICH HATH, 
NOT LEFT THEE THIS DAY WITHOUT A 
. KINSMAN, THAT HIS NAME MAY BE FAMOUS 
IN ISRAEL. AND HE SHALL BE UNTO THEE | 
A RESTORER OF THY LIFE, AND A NOURISH- 
ER OF THINE OLD AGE. FOR THY DAUGH- 
TER-IN-LAW, WHICH LOVETH THEE, WHICH 
IS BETTER TO THEE THAN SEVEN SONS, 
HATH BORN HIM. AND NAOMI TOOK THE 
CHILD, AND LAID IT IN HER BOSOM, AND 
BECAME NURSE UNTO ir. AND THE WO- 
MEN HER NEIGHBOURS GAVE IT A NAME, 
SAYING, THERE IS A SON BORN TO NAOMI, 
AND THEY CALLED HIS NAME OBED. HE IS 

THE FATHER OF JESSE, THE FATHER OF 


DAVID. | 33 | 
0 "8 4 THERE 


| 2 328 ne OF RUTH, 


LECT, F 


XIV. 


HERE is an u 0 Props e 
between the general plan of the 


. Divine Providence, and the ſeparate and 


detached parts of it. The life of almoſt 


every good man exhibits virtue for a 


ſeaſon ſtruggling with difficulty, over - 
whelmed with diſtreſs, but emerging, 
riſing, triumphing at length. Through 
much tribulation the Chriſtian muſt enter 


into the kingdom, of God, and on his 


Way be often in heavineſs through ma- 
nifold temptations. It is the wiſe ordi- 


nance of infinite goodneſs. * Oppoſition 


rouſes, calls forth the latent powers of 
the ſoul; ſucceſs is heightened by the 
danger to which we were expoſed, by 


the trouble which it coſt us, by the 


pains we took; afitecedent labour ſweet- 


ens reſt. Hence, the paſſages of our 


own lives which we moſt fondly recol- 
lect and relate, and thoſe in the lives of 


others which moſt deeply engage and 


intereſt us, are the ſcenes of depreſſion, 
mortification and pain through which 


wel have paſſed, The perils of a battle, 
the 


5 the hotfouts of a en 10 dreadful L Ee: * 
: the moment, become the ſource of 3 


laſting j joy, when the tempeſt has ceaſed 
to roar, and the confuſed noiſe of the 
: warrior i is huſhed into lence, | 5 


oy Fidtion, in order to pleaſe; is, accord- 
ingly, forced to borrow the garb of 
truth. The hero's ſufferings, the lover's 
ſolicitude and uncertainty, the parent's 
angufſh, the patriot's conflict, are the 
ſubject of che drama. When the ſhip 
has reached her defired haven, when 
the cloud diſperſes, when the conteſt is 
decided,” the curtain muſt drop. Pe- 
riods of proſperity cannot be the theme 
of hiſtory. 


The vaſt FRY fy ſtem, in like man- 
ner, exhibits © the whole creation groan- 
* ing and travailing in pain together:“ 

intereſt - claſhing with intereſt, ſpirit 
riſing up againſt ſpirit, one purpoſe de- 
feating another, univerſal nature appa- 
rently on the verge of confuſion; Chaos 
ind ancient Night threatening to reſume 
5 their 
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LES 7. their empire: But without. knowledge, 
XIV. 
= deſign or co-operation, nay, in defiance 


of concert and co-operation, the whole 
is making a regular, ſteady progreſs; 
the muddy ſtream is working itſelf pure; | 
the diſcordant maſs is bound as in 
chains of adamant, the wrath of man 
is praiſing God; every. ſucceeding era 
and event 1s explaining and confirming 
that which preceded it; all is tending 
towards one grand conſummation which 
ſhall collect, adjuſt, unite and crown 
the ſcattered parts, and demonſtrate, to 
the conviction of every intelligent be. 


ing, that all was, is, and ſhall be very 
good. 


Finite capacity can contemplate and 
comprehend but a few fragments at 
moſt: and Scripture has furmiſhed us 
with a moſt delicious one, in the little 
hiſtory, of which I have now read 
the concluſion. The ftory of Ruth 
has been conſidered, by every reader of 
taſte, as a perfect model in that ſpecies 
of compoſition. It will ſtand the teſt of 

the 
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| the moſt, rigid criticiſm, or rather, is 


caleulated to give inſtruction and Wy” 
to criticiſm. With your patience I will 


RPE a brief analyſis of it. 


ft The hielt! is great aſd; important 
beyond all that heathen antiquity pre- 


ſents: the foundation and eſtabliſhment 


of the regal dignity in the houſe of Da- 
vid, the type and anceſtor of the Meſ. 


ſiah. An event in which not one age, 


one nation, one intereſt is concerned, 
but the whole extent of time, the whole 


human race, the temporal, the ſpiritual, 


the everlaſting intereſts of mankind. 


What. is the demolition of Troy,. or 


the ſettlement of Aneas in Latium, 
compared to this? Paradiſe Loft itſelf 


muſt give place to this glorious open 


ing of Farad 2 Regained. 


mad, The ftary is perfect and com- 


plete in itſelf, or, as the critic would 


ſay, has a beginning, a middle, and an 
end. Elimelech is driven by famine 
into baniſhment, dies in the land of 


Moab, 
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LECT. Moab, and leaves his family in diſtreſs. 


XIV. 


—— Here the action commences. N: aomi and 


Ruth, united by propinquity, by affec- 
tion and by diſtreſs, are induced to re- 
turn to Bethlehem- Judah, in hope of 


effecting a redemption of the eſtate 
which had belonged to the family, but 


under the preſſure of neceſſity had been 


alienated. Their reception, deportment, 
and progrels form the great body of 
the piece. The marriage of Boaz and 


Ruth, and the birth of We is the con- 
cluſion of it. 


3d. The conduct of the plot is ſimple, 
natural and eaſy. No extraneous matter, 
perſonage, or event is introduced, from 
firſt to laſt; the incidents follow, and 
ariſe out of one another, without force, 


without effort. No extraordinary agency 
appears, becauſe none is requiſite; the 
ordinary powers of nature, and the 
ordinary courſe of things, are adequate 
to the effect intended to be produced. 
There is no violent er ſudden tranſi- 
tion, but a calm, rational, progreſſive 


change 


change from deep ſorrow to moderated | 


affliction, to compoſed reſignation, to 
budding hope, to dawning proſperity, 
to ſolicitous proſecution, to cual ſuc- 
ces, to final and full attainment. 


The diſcovery af Ruth, of "Oh charac- 


ter, of her virtues, of her relation to Boaz, 
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is in the ſame happy ſtile of natural im- + 
plicity and eaſe. On her part we ſee no 
. eagerneſs to bring herſelf for- 5 


ward, no clamorous publication of her 
diſtreſſes or pretenſions, no affected diſ- 
guiſe or concealment to attract obſerva- 


tion or provoke enquiry: On his, there 


is no vehemence of exclamation, no 


haſtineſs of reſolution; but in both, the 


calmneſs of good minds, the ſatis faction 
which conſcious virtue enjoys, in the 


unexpected diſcovery of mutual attrac- 
tions and kindred worth. The ſitua- 


tions are intereſting, affecting, governed 


by the laws of nature and probability, 


and conſonant to every day's experi- 


ence. 


4th. The 


LECT: 
XIV. 
— 


334 nisroxv or zurn. 


4th. The /entiments are 5u8t; arifing 
out of the ſituations, adapted to the 
characters, guarded equally from apathy 


and violence. The pathetic expoſtula. 


tion of Ruth with her mother-in-law, 
when ſhe propoſed a ſeparation, is, in 


particular, a maſter-piece of native elo- 
quence: At hearing it, the heart is 
melted into tenderneſs, the tear of ſym- 
pathy ruſhes to the eye, nature feels 


3 acknowledges the triumph of vir- 


The ſentiment of impaſſioned ſor- 


row „ glows with equal vehemence on 
the lips of Naomi, and excite in the 
boſom of ſenſibility, pity mingled witn 


reſpect. In Boaz we praiſe and admire 
unoſtentatious generoſity, dignified con- 
deſcenſion, honeſt, undiſguiſed affection, 


a ſenſe of impartial, innere, unde- 
viating juſtice. | 


5th. The Sour are nicely diſcri- 


minated, boldly deſigned, and uniformly 


ſupported. The grief of Naomi is ver- 
boſe, impetuous and penetrating; that 


of Ruth calm, ſilent, melting, modeſt. 


The 
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The plans of the mother are fagacious, 
comprebent ve; the reſult of reflection, 


of experience; they indicate ſkill, ability, 


reſolution, perſeverance. Thoſe of the 


daughter are artleſs, innocent; the ſug- 


_ geſtion of the moment, the effuſion of 
the heart; indicate candour, ſincerity, 
conſcious, unbluſhing, unſuſpecting rec- 
titude. | 5 


u Dear the rige ebw l 


nation, propriety, prudence and juſtice 


is happily deſigned, and forcibly exe- 


cuted: it is a painting from nature, 


and therefore cannot fail to pleaſe. His 


openneſs and fair dealing alſo, as was 


obſerved in a former Lecture, are finely 
contraſted with the ſelfiſhneſs, inſince- 


rity and unſteadineſs of the nearer kinſ- 
man. EE 


The character of the ſervant 4 


| was over the reapers, though we have 


but a ſlight ſketch of it, diſcovers the 
hand of a maſter, the hand of truth 


and nature, We ſee in it, the beauti- - 


ful 
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ful and intereſting portrait of unabaſhed, 
, unaſſuming inferiority, of authority un- 
disfigured by inſolence or ſeverity, the 


happy medium between power and de- 
pendence, the link in the ſcale of ſo- 


ciety which connects the wealthy lord 
with the honeſt labourer, the friend and 
companion of both, * 5h 


The reſt of OO are claſſed 


in groups, but diſcover a charaReriſtic 
and decided diſtinftion. We have the 
inquiſitiveneſs, curioſity, hard-hearted- 
neſs and indifference of an idle pro- 
vincial town; the good-nature, hoſpi- 


tality, candour and cheerfulneſs of the 


: . 


The compliments of congratulation 
preſented to Boaz, on his marriage, and 


thoſe addreſſed to Naomi on the birth 
of her grandſon, clearly evince the dif- 
ferent train of thought and feeling which 
dictated them, and mark beyond the poſ- 
ſibility of miſtake the. ſex and ſenti- 


ment of the addreſſors. In a word, the 
ideas 
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ideas exprefled by the ſeveral characters 


in this ſacred drama, are ſo peculiarly » 
their own, that no reader of ordinary 


diſcernment needs to be told, who it 1s 
that ſpeaks: the ſentiments cannot poſ- 
ſibly be transferred from one to another. 


th. The manners are delineated with 


the ſame felicity of pencil. We have a 
faithful repreſentation of thoſe that are 


permanent and founded in nature: and 
of thoſe which are local and temporary. 
When I obſerve .theſe Bethlehemites 
flocking round the old woman and her 
outlandiſh daughter, plying 'them and 
one another with queſtions, circulating 


the leer and the whiſper, I could ſup- 
poſe myſelf in one of the goſliping 
_ villages which ſurround this metropolis, 
whoſe inhabitants feed on rumour, ex- 


ereiſe no principle but curioſity, em- 
ploy no member but the tongue, or the 


feet, in hunting after materials for that 


employment. In the innocent feſtivity, 


the uncomplaining toil, the contented 
implicity, the unaffeted benevolence, 


TOLL VL. © Z the 


* 
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. the unprofeſſing piety of that feld of 
reapers, I have mingled a thouſand and 
a thouſand times. It was the delight of 
childhood, it is the unpainful, the un- 
depreſſing retroſpect of 1 ; 


We have a repicfontition equally 


| „ fit and juſt of cuſtoms and man- 


ners which are local and temporary; 
ſome of which excite our aſtoniſhment, 


ſome ſhock our delicacy, and ſome pro- 
voke our mirth. Such are the modes 
of courtſhip here deſcribed, the transfer 

of property, the forms of judicial proce- 
dure, the terms of familiar addreſs and 
friendly communication; and the like. 


Theſe, having no intrinſic moral ex- 
cellence or turpitude, are the object of 
neither praiſe nor cenſure. To trace 


their origin, oz explain their nature 
and deſign may be an innocent amuſe- 


ment, but it were unjuſt to explode 


as ridiculous. The antiquarian will re- 
vere them for their age, the philoſo- 
pher will inveſtigate them as opening a 


new 


| * 
. * 
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fle path to the knowledge of the L E c T. 


human heart, the philanthropiſt will © 
deal with them gently, becauſe they 
are the harmleſs peculiarities of his fel- 
low-creaturss, and piety will reſpect 
them as preſenting another view of the 
endleſs variety diſcoverable in all the 
ways and works of the 1 . 


11 the permabent manners of man- 
kind we fee the eternal ſameneſs of 
the human mind, which no change of 
climate, times, government, education 
can alter; a ſameneſs as diſcernible and 
as fixed as the number of eyes, arms 
and fingers peculiar to the ſpecies. In 
' thoſe which are local and tranſient, we 
behold the infinite and endlels variety 
of the human powers, which no ſtabi- 
lity and uniformity of law, inſtruction, 


25 diſcipline, intereſt, example can arreſt 


and fix; a variety as diſcernible, as un- 
ſteady, as unaccountable, as the differ- 
ent ſhades of completion, the confor- 
mation of feature, the meaſurements 
of ſtature, the fluctuations of thought. 

11110 


LzcT. 
XIV. 
N 
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Every ching ſatisfies, every thing con 
founds, 


Once more, the language of this 


charming little epic hiſtory, Is plain 
and perſpicuous, elegant yet unadorn- 


ed, nervous yet chaſte, ſimple yet not 
mean or vulgar. It conſiſts of narra- 


tion and dialogue, the former poſſeſſing 
the moſt exquiſite degree of grace and 

eaſe, the latter of vivacity and force, 
There is no obſcurity of idea, no re- 
dundancy of expreſſion, no appearance 

of labour, no artful poliſh, no tinſel of 


words, no. diſguſting tediquſneſs, mo 


affected conciſeneſs. Like the general 


code of Scripture, it is capable of nei- 
ther increaſe nor diminution, without 


ſuſtaining ; an Jurys 


But the leaſt merit of the piece is its 
5 as a compoſition. It forms 
a qoſt material member of the great 


building of God, an important link in 


the chain of Providence, an intereſting 
and inſtructive chapter i in the hiſtory of 
redemp- 
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redemption. The union of Boaz and 


Ruth can never loſe its influence, never 
ſpend its force. When nature expires, 
and all theſe things are diſſolved, the 
offspring of that pair * ſhall ſhine as 
* the brightneſs of the firmament, and 
_ * as the ſtars for ever and ever.” F rom 
that root behold a branch has ariſen, 


to which © the nations of them that are 
« ſaved” continually reſort, under whoſe- | 


ſhadow they repoſe, whoſe fruit is the 
ſource and ſupport of a divine life, 


| whoſe © leaves are for the healing of 


« the tions.” Let the Jew read this ſa- · 


cred page, and glory in his anceſtry; 


let the ſcholar read it, and improve his 
taſte, and extend his knowledge; let the 
ruſtic read it, and prize his humble pur- 
ſuits and innocent delights; let the ſons 


of poverty and the daughters of afflic- 


tion read it, and ceaſe from deſpair, let 
them learn to “ truſt in the Lord, and 
* to do good;” let the Chriſtian read it, 
and © hold faſt the beginning of 1 


confidence, and © rejoice in hope „ 


00 * the glory of God. oy 


2 3 The 


LECT. 


XIV. 
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The laſt obyious remark on the hiſ- 


— tory, ſorry I am to ſay it, is not highly 


honourable to human nature. While 


Naomi was poor, and friendleſs, and 
forlorn, ſhe met with little ſympathy, 
with little countenance; ſhe was per- 


mitted to depend for 3 on the 
miſerable, unproductive induſtry of a 


woman weak and wretched as herſelf; 


but no ſooner is ſhe connected with 
«* a mighty man of wealth, become a 
mother to Boaz, than the whole city 
is ſeeking to her; her own ſex, in parti- 


cular, we ſee entering into all her feel- 
ings, flattering all her natural propenſi- 


ties, accommodating themſelves to her 


little wiſhes and deſires, and trying to 


compenſate their former coldneſs and 


neglect by every art of attention, offici- 


ouſneſs and zeal. Baſe ſpirit! baſe 
world! Behold kindneſs preſſed upon a 


man, juſt in proportion as he bas no 


need of it; behold him oppreſſed with 
new friends, becauſe he has already got 


too many, careſſed by thoſe who lately 


knew him not, praiſed and flattered to 


= 
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his face, by the very tongues which ma- LECT, 


ligned and cenſured him in his abſence. 
But that man is left to continue poor, be- 
cauſe he is poor. He finds no ſupport be- 
cauſe he wants it, he ſtands unbefriended 


becauſe he has no friend. Shame on the 5 


fawning ſycophants that only flutter 

about in fair weather, that only frequent 
che manſions of the rich and great, that 

turn with the tide, that can deſpiſe ragged 


poverty, and offer incenſe to ermined 
villainy. N 


Let us turn with contempt from the 
fight, and take a laſt parting look of 
one of the worthieſt, beſt, happieſt of 
human being Naomi nurſing and 
cheniſhing her little grandſon. in her 
boſom. If there be bliſs on earth, ſhe 
nov enjoyed it. Her honeſt ſcheme had 
ſucceeded, the name of her beloved huſ- 
band was revived, and his houſe begun 
to be built up; her amiable and beloved 


daughter was nobly rewarded for her 


tenderneſs and attachment; the inhe- 
ritance of Elimelech is redeemed, and 
OED i L 4 1 reverted 
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bh ECT. reverted to its proper clade the wiſ- 
dom and goodneſs of Providence are 


fully juſtified; and a proſpett of felicity 
and honour 1s opened which knew no 

bounds. The miſeries of a whole life 
are done away in one hour, converted 
into bleſſings, bleſſings heightened and 
improved by the memory of paſt woes; 
the name of Mara is for ever obliterated, 
and the original, the ſuitable, the pro- 
phetic name of Naomi reſtored and 
confirmed. The ſenſibilities of a Grand- 

mother are peculiarly pure and delicate 
reſpecting infant offspring. All good 
vomen are fond of children, to whom- 
ſoever they belong, how much more of 
their own, whom they bare with ſorrow, 
and have brought up with ſolicitude: 
but © that I ſhould live to ſee my child's 
child, my being multiplied; dropping 
* into the grave, yet reviving in that 
infant. I fee] myſelf immortal; this 
„ babe will live to put his hand upon 
my eyes, and then I ſhall not feel the 
„ oppreſſion of death; if he ſurvive I 
cannot all die.”—* Lord now letteſt 
| 5 thou 
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thou thy ſervant depart in peace, for 
mine "on * eat * apa e 


XIV. 


The wirt of God has Arad a a over 


the feelings of the mother herſelf, and the 
expreſſion of them, and left it to imagi- 


nation to figure the felicity of Ruth, the 


widow of Mahlon, the daughter of Na- 


omi, the wife of Boaz, the mother of 


Obed, in ſurveying the changes of her 


life, in comparing what ſhe was, with 
what ſhe is. 


—And thus have we finiſhed what was 


intended, in diſcourſing on the book of 
Ruth. We have conſidered it, as a 
beautiful, becauſe natural repreſentation 
of human life; as a curious and intereſt- 
ing detail of important facts; and as an 


eſſential, conſtituent part of the plan of 


redemption. It happily connects the 
| hiſtory of the Iſraelitiſh judges with that 
of their kings, and 1s obviouſly blended 


with both; and while it demonſtrates 
the care of Providence, in fulfilling the 
promiſes made to Abraham, the friend of 


God, 


846 HISTORY OF RYH, 


L 107. God, in prolonging his race, in anti- 
—-— plying his ſeed, in making kings to ariſe 


out of him, it unfolds the more enlarged 
and*omprehenſive purpoſe of the Eter- 
nal mind; it points directly forward to 
that * ſeed in whom all the families of 
« the earth ſhall be bleſſed; it ſhews 


: the ſubſerviency of all that preceded, to . 
the evangelical diſpenſation; it breathes 
good will to men. The reception of 


Ruth, a Gentile, within the pale of the 
church of the living God; her advance- 
ment to honour, her participation of the 
privileges of a mother in Iſrael, are a 


happy prefiguration of the admiſſion of 


the whole Gentile world within the bond 
of God's covenant. We ſee the work 
of God ſtill going forward and prol- 


pering; the work of mercy enlarging, 


extending its ſphere; all bending for- 


ward to that grand conſummation, when 


Re 


_* H{rael too ſhall be ſaved,” and the an- ; 


cient people of God brought into a 
communication of the bleſſings of the 
goſpel, together with © the ſulneſs of 
« the Gentile nations;” when there ſhall 

| | be 


9 
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be one ſhepherd and one ſheep-fold; „ LECT. 
when Jew and Gentile {hall ariſe together x 


from the dead, becauſe = Christ — 
“give them life. | | 


The birth of Obed, the ſuber of * Jeſſe 


the father of David, brings the hiſtory 


of the world down to the year 2697 
from the creation, and before Chriſt 


1307, and condutts us to the eve of the 


55 eſtabliſnment of kingly power in Iſrael. 


How many generations af. men have 
paſſed in review before us, in the courſe 


of theſe few years evening exerciſes, from 
Adam down to'Boaz! What changes 
has the audience undergone, ſince firſt it 


collected in tHs view! What deep and 


affecting changes will a few more ſea- 
ſons produce! The turning of the page 


will preſent a new preacher, new hear- 


ers, a different plan, a different arrange- 
ment, different intereſts, different feel- 
ings. The ſeparation of this night may 
be final and permanent. We bend to- 


gcther, gracious God, with wonder and 


1 5 grati- 


XIV. 


** 
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L EC: T. gratitude before thy throne. "Spared 
— together ſo many years longer, cum 


e berers of the ground” that we are; 
our bodies preſerved in health, our 
minds in tranquility: bleſſed with friend- 
ſhip, bleſt with ſufficiency, bleſt with the 
means of improvement, bleſt with hope! 
Ah, we are unworthy of the leaſt of thy 
favours, and we have been diſtinguiſhed : 
by the choiceſt and beſt! Make us to 
feel thy goodneſs and our own unwor- 
_ thineſs; help us to live more to thy glo- 
ry. As our intereſt in the world dimi- 
niſhes, as years increaſe, as grey hairs 
multiply, as friends depart, as comforts 
fail, as eternity advances, let our faith 
ſtrengthen, let our ſpirits riſe to thee, let 
our proſpects brighten, let our ardor 
after immortality kindle. The nearer 
we approach to thee, let our reſem- 
blance to thee become more apparent; 
let the ſpirit of heaven, the ſpirit of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, be imparted to us, that, 
living and dying, we may edify the 
wall be a bleſſing to all connected with 
us, and ſt] enjoy inward peace. And 
as 
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as we ſeparate from time to time, may LECT, ; 

XIV. 
it be in the ſweet expettation of meeting 
together in the regions of everlaſting 
purity, love and joy. © The grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with your 


a ST Amen," 
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HISTORY OF HANNAH, 


THE MOTHER or SAMUEL, | 


L E c * v R E XV. 
1 1 SauvzLi. —_ 


NOW THERE WAS A CERTAIN MAN OF KA- 
| MATHAIM-ZOPHIM, OF MOUNT EPHRAIM, 
AND HIS NAME WAS ELKANAH, THE 
SON OF TEROHAM, THE » SON OF ELIHU, 
THE SON o'r TOHU, THE SON OP zurn, 
AN EPHRATHITE. AND HE HAD TWO WIVES ;. 
THE NAME OF THE ONE, WAS HANNAH, 
AND THE, NAME OF THE OTHER PENIN- | 
| NAH: AND PENINNAH HAD CHILDREN, BUT 
HANNAH HAD NO, CHILDREN. AND THIS MAN 
WENT UP OUT OF HIS CITY YEARLY, TOWOR- 
sir AND TO SACRIFICE UNTO THE LORD OF 
HOSTS IN SHILOH, AND THE TWO SONS OF 
ELI, HOPHNI AND PHINEHAS, THE PRIESTS OF 
THE LORD, WERE THERE. AND WHEN THE 
TIME WAS THAT ELKANAH OFFERED, HE 
GAVE TO PENINNAH' HIS WIFE, AND TO ALL | 
HER SONS AND HER DAUGHTERS, PORTIONS. 
BUT UNTO HANNAH HE GAVE A WORTHY POR- 
TION; FOR HE LOVED HANNAH; BUT THE 
LORD HAD SHUT UP HER WOMB, AND HER 


ADVERSARY ALSO PROVOKED HER SORT, FOR 
TO MAKE HER FRET, BECAUSE THE LORD HAD 
SHUT UP HER WOMB. AND AS HE DID $0 
YEAR BY YEAR, WHEN SHE WENT UP TO THE | 
HOUSE OF THE LORD; SO SHE PROVOKED | 
HER; THERETORE SRE WET, -AND DID NOT 


EAT. THEN SAID ELKANAH HER HUSBAND 
TO HER, HANNAH, WHY WEEPEST THOU? AND 


. WHY EATEST THOU NOT? AND WHY Is THY 
HEART GRIEVED? AM NOT I BETTER TO 


THEE THAN TEN SONS? 


- 9 cauſes ever have produced, 
and ever will produce ſimilar effects. 
You may ſhift the ſcene from one age 
and country to another, but like beings, 
the ſame ſpirit, the ſame paſſions and 
purſuits ariſe continually to view. The 
difference between period and period, 
nation and nation, city and city, man 
and man, conſiſts merely i in a few arbi- 


trary cuſtoms, various forms of ſpeech 
and modes of behaviour; but the great 


principles of human nature, the great 


moving ſprings of human actions are 


univerſal and in variable. What then is 
ſo abſurd as to tax others with abſurdi- 


ty, only becauſe their language, manners 
or 


\ 4 
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* 


or prejudices do not, exactly coincide L1 E 5 7. 


with ee e 


6 * 0 * 


ps the 8 of c our rnature. 158 the 


rules of the divine government are ſimi- 


lar and uniform. The views, paſſions 
and intereſts of. men are the hinges on 
which the mighty engine revolves. 


Every little individual moves and acts 
in his own. proper ſphere, like the ſtars | 


1 E » j 
4 
waxy . 


in the firmament of heaven, but all 


move and act together under the influ- 


ence of one great commanding power, 


which animates and directs the whole. 


Every one poſſeſſes, and feels, and exer- 
ciſes its ſeparate intelligence, and all 
are, at the ſame time, checked, impelled, 
ſuſtained by one ſupreme intelligence 
which is above all, around all and in 


all. 


The juſteſt and moſt accurate, the 
moſt uſeful and inſtructive repreſenta- 


tions of human life and conduct are to 
be found in this divine record. The 


actors in this ſacred and intereſting 


Vol VL As: drama, 


ib ökx or HANNAH. 


TA 


1 et T. RG are Berſonhges of the Very high- 
— eſt diſtinction, patriarchs ad Prophet, 


legiſlators and kings; but we are never 
permitted, for a lingle moment, to for. 
get, that they are alſo men. M their 
| Bot and features we behold Gur on 
image reflefted. Tn the emotions by 
which they were a itated, in the e objects 4 
which they pale. we recog onize Our 
own averſions and defires, our un Pur- 
ſuits and attainments, our on mortifi 


| cations and ſuccels. 


We x are now entering on the hiſtory 
of « one of the greatel! ; among the'p pro- 
: phets, and that hiſtory delineated by 
his own pencil. He begins it with a 
deſcription of his father's family, pre 2 
vious to his own birth, and a faithful 
repreſentation of the different charac- 
ters of which 1 it was compoſed. And 
this will furniſh ample matter for the | 
preſent Lecture. 


Elkakah, the father of Samuel, froth 


the genealogical deduction here pre- 
ſented, 
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ſented, was a Levite of the family of 


the Kohathites,, and is denominated a 


man of Ramathaim-Zophim, of Mont 
Ephraim, from his being born or re- 
Kiln at that city. 4 


Men of Eminence, as bus aha been 


obſerved, confer celebrity on cities and f 
countries; but poor is that merit which 
is derived from no other ſource but a 


man's parentage, or the place of his 


birth. The Levitical tribe was ſcat- 
tered over the whole country, and dur- 
ing the diſorderly times which ſucceed- 
ed the death of Joſhua, their reſidence 


and their ſervices ſeem to have been re. 


gulated by no certain and fixed ſtandard. 


His anceſtors for many generations are 
mere names in the hiſtoric page; ſhadows 
without a ſubſtance; and he himſelf 


borrows the fame and luſtre in which 


he is tranſmitted to us, from the repu- 


tation, ability and diſtinction of his 
nobler ſon; whoſe children, in their 


turn, ſink into nn. and thence into 


oblivion. 5 13-1 
AA A The 


LECT. 
XV 


n 
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The firſt article in Elkanah's domeſtic 


ceconomy preſented to our conſidera- 


tion, is an imputation upon his wiſdom, 
if not upon his piety. He had two 
* wives.” Polygamy, or a plurality of 


wives, was a practice at that time, in- 


deed connived at, but no where, and at 
no period, ſanctioned by a law: a prac- 


tice not indeed condemned by ſtatutes 


and puniſhments, but ſufficiently con- 


demned by effects and conſequences. 
It is of very little importance to en- 
quire whether it be forbidden, if it can 


be proved unreaſonable, unwiſe, inex- 


pedient. And for ſuch proof we have 


but to recur to the domeſtic hiſtory of 
Abraham, of Jacob, of Elkanah, and of 


every family in which it prevailed. 
Hannah was probably the prior wife, 
and it is preſumable that the diſap- 

pointment of not having children by 


her ſuggeſted the hazardous experiment 
of a double marriage; and the iſſue 
demonſtrated that every deviation from 


the path of rectitude leads dietuy to its 
own chaſtiſement. 


The 
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The mortification of Hannah, already 
too much too bear, is grievouſly em- 
bittered by the aſſumption of a rival in 
the affection of her huſband, and becomes 
intolerable by the fruitfulneſs of that 
rival. And thus, by one ill-adviſed 
ſtep, all the parties are rendered un- 
happy, and that without any high de- 
gree of criminality on any fide. Elka- 
nah peace is inceſſantly diſturbed by 
the mutual jealouſy, and bitterneſs, and 
ſtrife of thoſe conjoined, who ſeparately 
might have contributed to ſoothe and 
ſoften the cares of life. The pleaſure 
of having children is marred and im- 
paired-to Peninnah, by the ill-diſguiſed 
partiality of the father of her children, 
to another. The miſery of barrenneſs 
is dreadfully aggravated to Hannah, 
by the cruel mocking and taunts of her 
mercileſs adverſary. And what became 
of the children all the while? Were 
they likely to be well and viſely edu- 

cated, amidſt all theſe domeſtic jarrings? 
Hated and oppoſed by more than a 
ſtep-mother's rancour, ſpoiled by the 
| A a3 over 


LECT, 
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L EC T. over-indul gence of maternal tenderneſs, 


ſtriving to compenſate that rancour and 
hatred; ſecretly careſſed, openly ne- 
glected by an embarraſſed father, who 
was now afraid to expreſs, and now to 
conceal the honeſt emotions of nature. 
It is not vice only that deſtroys human 
comfort. And if mere imprudence in- 
volves a man in fo many difficulties 
and diſtreſſes, how dreadful muſt it he 
to bear continually in one's boſom ' the 
ROT coal of an ill 3 


Happily for Elkanah and his houſe, 
family diſcord did not extinguiſh fa- 
mily religion; he went up regularly 
with all his houſhold to worſhip the 
Lord at Shiloh, at the great yearly feſ- 
tivals. The law commanded the at- 
tendance of the males only, on ſuch oc- 
caſions; but whether it were that a 
higher ſenſe of piety induced him to 
appear before Jehovah rejoicing with 
all that were his; or whether he hoped 
to allay the ferment of fierce and angry 
ſpirits, in the foubepmpaling exerciſes 


of 
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of devotion, both h lis wives attended Le E 3: 8 
him to the ſervice of the ſanctuary, and 
ſat down. together with him at the fe- 


crifice of peace-offering, It was wiſe 
and well intended, The fire of malig. 


nity. fades and dies in preſence of the 


pure flame of 1 love divine, as material 
fire is abſorbed and extinguiſhed when 
expoſed to the rays of the glorious orb 


of day. It was well intended , had he 


not reaſon to hope that Hannah would 2 
torget her miſery, and Peninnah her 


pride in the preſence of God; that the 


payer of religion, and the proſpetts of 


immortality | might haply unite. thoſe 


whom paſſion and intereſt had d ſeyered. 
But if ſugh were his intention, he ſug- 


ceeded not. And that he ſucceeded 


not, 1s to be imputed, in part, to his 


own weaknels. The beloved wite muſt 
be diſtinguiſhed by a © worthy portign,” 


and to render it more inſulting, ate 
public feſtival, and before enyigus, 
watchful eyes, thoſe of Peninnah, and 
her ſons and dapglters. Thus through 
ſome mixture of fally in ourſelves, 

„„ through 
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'L nc r. bg the craftineſs and malignity of 
— another, or through ſome untowardneſs 


of arrangement, over which we had no 

| power, and neither could foreſee nor 
: prevent, the beſt deſigns miſcarry, me- 
dicine is converted into poiſon, and re- 
ligion is made a miniſter of wrath and 
unrighteouſneſs. 35355 
Who does not here recollect a cer- 
tain © coat of many colours,” which coſt 
ſo dear to him who gave, and to him 
who wore it? Who is not warned to 
guard againſt, or at leaſt to conceal par- 
tial affections, where claims are equal? 
Who does not feel the importance of 
bringing to the altar of God, a ſpirit ele. 
vated above all temporal conſiderations! 


Not only was the good-natured in- 
\ tention of Elkanah fruſtrated, but the 
-wgorſhip of God was profaned; and 
wretched indeed muſt be the ſtate of 
that family, where religion not only 
fails to conciliate, but tends to alienate, 
irritate and inflame. Elkanah loved 
| Hannah, 
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Hannah, but the Lord had ſtat, up r LE 97. 


c her womb.“— The abſence of one de- 
| fired bleſſing renders the poſſeſſion of a 


thouſand others taſteleſs and inſi Ipid. 
The moderating hand of eternal Pro- 
vidence rectifies the diſorders, and coun- 
terafts the violence, of human paſſion; 


preſerves the balance from a prepon- 
derancy too great, or too laſting, on 


either ſide; and conducts all to the 
happieſt's iſſue at di Ve E 


* 
* x * - 
* ; * 


But an eri which comes \ Lats. 


why from heaven is by that very con- 


ſideration rendered both tolerable and 


ſalutary. The Lord can do nothing 
but what is right; in wrath he remem- 


bers love; ; * he afflicts not willingly 


* nor grieves the children of men, 


* not for his pleaſure, but their profit.“ 


But alas, there was mingled in Hannah's 
cup, an ingredient which converted the 
whole into wormwood and gall ; © her 
© adverſary alſo provoked her ſore for 
© to: make her fret, becauſe the Lord 
* had ſhut up her womb.” What re- 


[liſh 


id 
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LEO. liſh had now the double portion, Fn 


XV. 


the token of a fond huſband's unabated 


kindneſs? The inſulting words and 


looks of her. pitileſs © adyerfary” are 


as vinegar. upon nitre: How dreadful 


to have a calamity. which was inceſ- 


ſantly, though ſecretly preying upon her 
vitals, inceſſantly thrown in her teeth; 


home rendered a burthen ; the place of 
ſacrifice, a habitation of diſcord; fire 
| ſnatched with unhallowed hands from 
the altar of Jehovah to kindle the 
gloomy fire of hell! There needs no 
tormenting fiend to aſcend from the 
bottomleſs pit, armed with ſcorpions, 
to plague and torture wretched mor- 
tals, ſee, they are armed like furies 


one againſt another, they exult in one 


- another's pain; relentleſs, remorſeleſs, 
they * ſay not it is enough. — 


Dreadful to think, this angry, venge- 
ful ſpirit continued to agitate and tor- 


ment theſe unhappy women for many 
years together ; and what is hell, but 
a ſlate of unabating, growing animoſity 

and 
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«© of the Lord, ſo ſhe. provoked her,” 
In female boſoms can ſuch malignity 
dwell? Ah, what ſo bad as the good 
corrupted, perverted! Behold a rancour 
vhich no time could enfeeble, no ſenſe 
of ſhame reſtrain, and which the ſa- 
credneſs of the ſanctuary ſerved only 
| to embitter and inflame ! Can it be 
| poſlible, merciful Father, can it be poſ- 
ſible, that ſuch a fell ſpirit ſhould ever 


| have accompanied any of us to thy 


houſe of prayer? Can © the ſame tongue 
«utter bleſſing and curſing;” dare 
we ſay © we love God, whom we have 
not ſeen, while we hate” or deſpiſe © a 
* brother” a ſiſter © whom we have 
* ſeen?” © Search me, O God, and | 
know my heart: try me, and know 

eemy thoughts: and ſee if there be 
* any wicked way in me, and lead me 
in the way everlaſting.”* 


and hatred? “ As he went up year by L nem. 
« year, when ſhe went up to the houſe wu 


\ 
[ 


364 HiSt6ry or HANNAH. 
LECT. It is greatly to the honour of Hannah 
— chat all this cruel and inſulting treat- 
ment, drew from her no indecent re- 
turn. Though grieved in ſpirit, pro- 
voked, fretted beyond all enduring, we 
hear of no furious appeal to the par- 
tial tenderneſs of her huſband, no rail. 
ing for railing, no raſh malediction, no 
3 furious threatening of revenge. It 1s not 
f eaſy to govern the ſpirit; it is not always 
poſſible to command the temper under 
offence and inſult, but the tongue is 
in every one's power, improper words 
admit of no defence, and rage is but 
a poor apology for abuſe and blaſphe- 
my. But ſhe pines away in ſilent ſorrow. 
She wept, and did not eat.” Theſe 
ſeaſons of rejoicing before the Lord, 
theſe times of refreſhing to every other 
daughter of Iſrael, were to her days of 
heavineſs and wo. What ſignifies a 
large portion to one who has no appe- 
tite? What is the proſperity of her 
people, to one, who, like a dried branch, 
is cut off from all intereſt in poſterity, 
who ſees the name and honours of her 


beloved 
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beloved huſband paſſing away to the L vg * 
children of another, the children of one 
who hated her? Alas, the ſpirit of de- 
votion itſelf is checked and repreſſed by 
the inceſſant, unrelenting ſtings of envy 


and jealouſy; life 1 Is. become a burden 
r i hd, 


The deep affliction with which ſhe 
was overwhelmed could not eſcape the 
attentive eyes of Elkanah. Though 
her tongue ſaid nothing, her eyes, her 
tears, her dejection, her abſtinence, her * 
ſighs betrayed abundantly the anguiſh 
of her ſoul. Then ſaid Elkanah 
« her huſband to her, Hannah why 
155 3 thou, and why eateſt thou 
* not, and why is thy heart grieved ? 
am not I better to thee than ten ſons ?” 

T's: what diſtreſs has the good man 
reduced himſelf? Now he ſeverely feels 
the effect of his own imprudence, and 
laments his having tried the dangerous 
experiment, which robbed him of all 
domeſtic quiet, diſturbed the feſtivity 
of the ſolemn rendezvous at Shiloh, and 
threatened 


| 5 | 15 | 
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threatened to produce one day ſome 
magical event in his Py 


Syupehy. BY It alto not wholly dif. 


pel our miſeries, pours at Jeaft a tem- 
porary balm into the wound, and 


* ſoothes pain for a while.” Hannah 


becomes compofed, and the feaſt is 


concluded. There is Rill one refuge 


left for the miſerable, one remedy a- 


gainſt deſpair, one friend able and rea- 
dy to help in every time of trouble; 


and our eyes with complacency follow 
the mourner, not into her ſecret retire. 
ment, to ſpend her ſorrow/in unavail- 


ing tears, or to curſe the day in which 


ſhe was born; not into the round of 


giddy diſſipation, to drown reflection 


and anxiety, in the poiſoned chalice 
of intemperate mirth and jollity; but 
to the place of prayer, but to the door 
'of merey, but to the dawn of hope. 


We ſhall preſently find; that what 


related to the externals of God's wor- 
ſhip was at that time but badly conduct- 


ed 


— 
S 
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ed in Tfrael, the *© ſons of Eli were ſons L EC r. 
« gf Belial they © knew not the Lord.” —— 


But be the miniſter who he will, the 
word arid ſervice of God cannot he 
rendered of none effect. Not only the 
ſpirit of piety, but a ſenſe of common 
decency was now loſt in the Levitical 
prieſthood: when it pleaſed God to 
make this very afflicted woman, the 

means in his hand, to reſtore the dig - 
nity, purity and importance of the ſu- 
cred function, to revive the decayed 
intereſts of religion, and to bring for- 
ward the great events which are ſo 
intimately connected with the things 
which NONE to our at, e 


When we lock into human life, 
whether as exhibited on the hallowed 

page of (inſpiration, 'or by our o.] 
obſervation and experience, we ſhall 
find, That moſt of the ills which 
 *fleſh is heir to” may eaſily Be traced up 
to ſome imprudence, heedleſſneſs or 
tranſgreſſion of the man himſelf, who, 
before he was aware, found hinſelf 


involved 
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L 1 9 T. involved in difficulties, and, diſtreſſes 
. the native effects of his own miſcon- 
duct, but which he foreſaw not, ap- 
, prehended not, and which he never 
could intend. I know how poor a 
conſolation it is, to tell a man you 
have no body but yourſelf to blame,” 
and to upbraid him with the . warn- 
ing which you gave him, and he would 
not take; but it is not, for that, uſe- 
leſs for one to diſcover the ſource, 
cauſe and progreſs of his calamity. The 
caſe muſt be bad indeed, or his eyes 
muſt have been opened very late, or his 
heart hardened though the. deceitful- 
4 neſs of ſin,“ if he cannot turn to ſome 
good account the reflections of maturer 
judgement, the admonitions and chaſ- 
tiſement of experience, the pain and 
remorſe of an 4 conſcience, or the miſ- 
takes and wanderings of a good one. 


E uhere are ſteps in conduct which 
are irretrievable, and therefore ought 
not to be tampered with. The exceſ- 
ſive uſe of the moſt wholeſome food, 
will 
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| LECT; 
XV. 


will at length overwhelits the ftrongeſt 
conſtitution; the occaſional application 
of what is doubtful or unwholeſome 


may undermine or waſte it, but poiſon 


is.certain death; and the ſagacity of a 


| brute, the underſtanding of a child, is 


ſufficient to diſtinguiſh between poiſon 


and food, perhaps not between Poiſon 


and medbcine. 


— 


vil and moral purpoſes, may not the 


wiſe and proper ule of religious ſervices 


be applied? The man who has per- 
formed with underſtanding and feeling 


the devotions of the. cloſet, will iſſue 


from it in a higher ſtate of preparation 


for every duty of life. Filled with ve-⸗ 


neration for his heavenly Father, who 
ſeeth, and with whom he has been 


converſing © in ſecret,” he breathes 


good-will to man. The emotions of 


every unkind, ungentle, unjuſt affection 
are ſtifled, extinguiſhed, forgotten. The 
principles of | benevolence and benig- 
nity have acquired new life and ener- 
Vor. VI. -D'Þ gy. 


} 
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XV. 


— 


gy. He is diſpoſed to meet the ills of 
life with more firmneſs and fortitude, 


and to enjoy its bleſſings with a more 
exquiſite reliſh, Hannah having pour. 


ed out her ſoul: to God, © went 


© her way, and did eat, and her coun- 


© tenance was no more ſad.” The de- 


votion of the morning will prove the 


| beſt aſſiſtant toward conducting the bu- 
ſineſs of the coming day; and that of 


the evening, the happieſt review and 
improvement of the paſt. From him 


who habitually begins and ends every 
thing with God, you may reaſonably 
expect, the fruits of a good and ho- 


neſt heart, © ſpeech alway with grace, 
* ſeaſoned with falt,” and order in con- 


duct, more than from other men: more 
works of mercy,” more fair-dealing, 
more ſteadineſs in friendſhip : and leſs 
of the rancour of oppoſition, leſs of 


the ſelf-ſufficiency of pride, leſs of the 
malignity of envy; for the love of 


God abſorbs all theſe baleful, Een 


fires. 


The 
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The devotions of the family," in like man- L 585 I. 
ner, produce the happieſt effects within wy 


that ſphere. How ſoothing, how cement- 
ing, how conciliating they are! Does 
common calamity preſs ? It is alleviated, - 
it is ſanctified, it is done away, when the 
care is caſt upon God,” when the 
burthen is transferred to a Father in 
heaven, who-ſtands engaged to remove 
it, or to render it a bleſſing. Is do- 
meſtic proſperity abounding, increaſ- 
ing? What an additional luſtre, value, 
ſweetneſs does it derive from union, 
from piety, from a common ſenſe of 
obligation and dependence? Have of. 
fences come? Has peace been diſturbed? 
Are the bonds which united huſband 
and wife, parent and child, brother and 
brother, maſter and ſervant, unhappily 
broken P The moment that the healing 
adden Our Father ho art in hea- 
ven,“ reaches the ear, every ſoul is 
peace, the ſpirit of love pervades the 
whole, and the voice of diſcord is heard 
no more. When pardon 1s implored 
trom Him whom all have offended, the 
0:3 Roy 


- 
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ES: 2 ſtony heart relents, melts, forgives, for 
— he needs to be e d 


The webe of publich wir hip like- 
wiſe, where 1t has not degenerated into 
mere form, is the ſtrongeſt cement of 
ſociety. It ſerves to conſolidate men 
of various ranks and conditions, with 
their ſeveral talents and abilities, into 
one compact, efficient, well-organized 
body, ready to act with one heart and 
one ſoul, in the cauſe of God and 
their country. Little ſhades of differ- 
ence, in men truly good, will unite in- 
ſtead of disjoining. Our great nation- 
al Aſſemblies are obliged, by law, to 
open their ſittings for publick buſineſs, 
by acts of publick devotion. The rea- 
ſon and intention of the law, and of 
the practice founded upon it, are 
abundantly obvious. If che effect does 
not follow to the extent that might be 
wiſhed—it muſt be concluded, that the 
| devotional part of the ſitting is neglect- 
ed; that formality has extingutſhed the 
flame; or that difference of religious 
| ſenti- 
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8 or what: is: {till worſe; in⸗ 


difference to all religion, mar and weak- 


en, and diſtract the whole. The pre- 
valency of a vorldly ſpirit muſt at 


| length. prove tatal to ; piety, and when 
piety is gone, public ſpirit is on the 


decline, and will not long ſurvive. 


LECT: 


But we. heave i in the 8 e 


review, a melancholy inſtance of what 
frequently happens to this day, and 


under a happier diſpenſation of reli- 


gion—ſcaſons and places of devotion 


perverted into the inſtruments of kind- 


ling and exerciſing the ungracious, the 


unſocial, the unkind affections. How 
often is the ſanftuary of God profaned, 


by being made the ſcene of diſplaying 


the rivalſhip of beauty, dreſs, equipage, 
rank and affluence ? The humbling ſer- 
vices of the meek and lowly! Jefus, are 


unnaturally forced into the miniſters 


of pride and vain-glory. The tranqui- 
lity of the day of ſacred reſt, and its 
gentle, peaceful employments, give a 


birth, which they deteſt and diſclaim, 


3 to 
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LECT: to the whiſper of envy,” and the noiſe 
— of ſlander. The feaſt of love is dif. 


turbed, the ſacrifice of peace is defi- 
led by the impure claws of harpies; and 
<© the houſe of prayer, is turned into a 
den of thieves.” * Surely, my belo- 
«© ved brethren, theſe things ought not 
«ſo to be.“ 


—Happily for us, the influence ef 
the Goſpel, and the laws of our coun- 
try, and the ſpirit of the times, pre- 
vent the practice which threw Elkanah's 
family into ſuch a flame; and which, 
wherever it has prevailed, has been 
productive of confuſion and every evil 
work. May a purer religion, and wiſer 
inſtitutions, and a more enlightened 
ſpirit produce a more perfect morality, 
promote domeſtic - happineſs, ' and ex- 
tend and ſecure national proſperity. 


We now proceed farther to unfold, 
from the Sacred Hiſtory, the character 

and conduct of Hannah; earneſtly 
praying, That with © all” the reſt of 
e " Scrip- 
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« Scripture,” which “ is given by in- . IG T 
« ſpiration of God,” it may prove pro :;hßh; 


« fitable for doctrine, and for reproof, 
* and for correction, and for inſtruction 
in righteouſneſs. . 


1 8 1 
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W 
1/Sauver i ei „ 
80 HANNAH ROSE ur AFTER THEY HAD EATEN 
IN SHILOH, AND AFTER THEY HAD DRANK. 
| NOW ELI THE PRIEST SAT, UPON A SEAT BY 
A POST OF THE TEMPLE or THE LORD. AND 
SHE WAS IN BITTERNESS or SOUL, AND 
' PRAYED UNTO THE LORD, AND WEPT SORE, 
AND SHE VOWED A VOW, AND SAID, O LORD 
or HOSTS, Ir THOU WILT! INDEED LOOK on ; ; 
THE AFFLICTION OF THINE HANDMAID, aas 
REMEMBER, ME, AND NOT FORGET, THINE | 
| HANDMAID, BUT WILT GIVE UNTO THINE. 
| HANDMAID A MAN-CHILD,' „„ = 
' Give HIM UNTO THE LORD ALL THE/DAYS' 
or HIS LITE, AND THERE SHALL NO, ASO 
cou UPON HIS HEAD, Ann IT CAME TO 
| PASS AS SHE CONTINUED PRAYING BEFORE 
'THE LORD, THAT ELI MARKED HER MOUTH. 
NOW HANNAH, SHE SPAKE IR HEN HEART, 
ONLY HER LIPS MOVED; BUT HER VOICE WAS _ 
WOT HEARD ; THEREFORE ELI THOUGHT SHE 
HAD | 
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HAD BEEN DRUNKEN. AND ELI SAID UNTO 
HER, HOW LONG WILT THOU BE DRUNKEN ? 
PUT AWAY THY WINE FROM THEE. AND 
| HANNAH ANSWERED AND SAID, NO, MY 
LORD, 1 AM A WOMAN OF A SORROWFUL 
SPIRIT: I HAVE DRANK” NEITHER WINE NOR © 
STRONG DRINK, BUT HAVE POURED OUT MY 
SOUL BEFORE THE LORD. COUNT NOT THINE 
HANDMAID rox A DAUGHTER OF BELIAL : 
FOR OUT OF THE ABUNDANCE Or MY COM- 
PLAINT AND GRIEF HAVE I SPOKEN HITHER- 
TO. THEN ELI ANSWERED AND SAID, GOIN 
PEACE: AND THE GOD OF ISRAEL GRANT 
' THEE THY PETITION THAT THOU HAST ASK- 
ED OF HIM. AND SHE SAID, LET THINE 
 HANDMAID FIND GRACE IN THY SIGHT. $0 
THE WOMAN WENT HER WAY, AND DID EAT, 
| AND HER COUNTENANCE WAS NO MORE SAD, 


ww 


T. ſupport and the conſolations 

adminiſtred by religion, are adapt- 
ed to the nature and neceſſities of man. 
The exerciſes which it preſcribes ariſe 
out of the circumſtances and events of 
human life; and the being and per- 
fections of God preſent themſelves to 
us according as we paſs from one con- 
dition to another. There are comforts 
which no one but God could have be- 


- ſtowed; 
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ſtowed: there is wretchedneſs which 

God only can relieve. Hence the ſoul 
riſes directly to the Giver of all good in 
tranſports of gratitude, and cleaves to 
Him when every other refuge fails. 

Hence, all that is known by the name 
of prayer, is at once the voice of nature, 


the reſult of reaſon, and a dictate of re- 
lion. 6g 


What is the confeſſion of the penitent, 
but the trembling hope of a guilty crea- | 
ture toward the God of mercy, fleeing 55 
from the judgement of unrelenting, un- 
forgiving man; from the perſecution of 
an awakened, an accuſing conſcience, to 
a proclamation of peace and pardon 
from heaven? What is the reſi gnation 
of the patient, but a devout acknow- 
ledgement of unerring wiſdom, which 
does all things well, and afflicts in lov- 
ing kindneſs? What is the cry of diſ- 
treſs, but an appeal to omnipotence for 
that aſſiſtance which the powers of nature 
cannot beſtow? What is adoration, but 
the faculties of an intelligent being loſt 


in 
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LECT. in the contemplation of infinite perfec- 
— tion? Even the raſh and impious ap- 


peals to heaven, which are uttered by the 
thoughtleſs and profane, demonſtrate, 


that piety and prayer are founded in the 
very conſtitution of our nature. Why 


does that blaſphemer take the name of 


the Lord God in vain? why ſwears he 
by the great and terrible name of Jeho- 


vah; why is his imprecation ſanftioned 
by that tremendous ſignature; why are 
the emotions of anger, of pain, of ſur- 


prize, of joy, enforced by the names and 


attributes of deity? The wretch who 


thus tramples on his law, inſults his au- 
thority, defies his power, is in theſe very 


acts of horrour paying an involuntary 


homage. to the God of truth and juſtice, 


and obliquely confeſſes that divine per- 


fection which he has che boldneſs to vio- 
late. 


We turn 5 the a practice 


with holy indignation, to contemplate 
the deſponding mourner fleeing for reſt 


and relief 1 in the boſom of a Father and 


a God; 


I 105 others. i 


* 


We have ſeen the bpb of family 


in Iſrael occaſioned by the fooliſhneſs of 


man; we are now to conſider that diſor- 


der reRified, and turned into a ſource of 
domeſtic joy and public felicity through 


the wiſdom and goodneſs of God. The 
ſolemnity of the yearly ſacrifice, and the 


cheerfulneſs of the feaſt, had been con- 
tinually embittered and deſtroyed to Han- 
nah by reflection on her ſtate of reproach 
among the daughters of Iſrael, and the 
mercileſs inſults of her rival and ad verſa- 
ry. The kind attentions, and affectionate 
remonſtrances of a beloved huſband, 
ſoothe for a moment, but cannot re- 
move, the. anguiſh that preyed upon her 
heart. She looks with impatience through 


the tediouſneſs of the entertainment, to 
the hour of retirement; and, as ſoon as 
_ decency permits, ſhe exchanges the houſe 
of mirth for the houſe of prayer. 
66 If 
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a God; and to learn leſſons of piety, and l 


ECT. 
XVI. 
derive nouriſhment to hope, from the 


XVI. 
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LECT. 


« If any one is affted let him pray.” 


— And who is not ready to give teſtimony 


to the ſalutary influence of this hallow- 
ed employment? The ſuppliant thus 
diſburthens the mind of a load, before 
intolerable; the effuſion of tears cools 


and refreſhes the. heart. Prayer does 


not always bring down the grace that is 
ſolicited, but verily it has produced its 
effect, when the ſpirits is moulded into 
the will of the Moſt High. Prayer pre- 


vails not to obtain that particular bleſ- 


ſing, but behold it is crowned with an- 
other and a greater benefit. The ex- 
pected good comes not exactly at the 


time and in the way it was intreated, 
but it is conveyed at the moſt proper 
ſeaſon, and in the fitteſt way; and how 
much is the enjoyment heightened and 


ſweetened by the delay! Thus, whe- 
ther the wreſtler © as a prince has power 
with God, and prevails,” or by a touch 
is made ſenſible of his weakneſs and in- 
= feriority, God is glorified, and the divine 
life is promeed 1 in him. 


The 
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The memoirs of this good woman's 2 8 T; 


N . 


life comprehend but a very ſhort period, 
a few years at moſt, - Herein conſiſts 
one. of the excellencies of the ſacred 
writings. Other biographers drag you 


with them i into dry, unintereſting details 


of events which had much better been 
forgotten. You are wearied out with 


the laborious diſplay of childiſh prattle, 


the pretended prognoſtic of future emi- 


nence, or the doting, imperfect, diſtort- 
ed recollections of a wretched old man 


who has outlived himſelf. There are in 


truth very few particulars in any man's 


life worthy of being recorded; and of 


thoſe who really have lived, a very ſhort 
memoir indeed will ſerve all the valua- 


ble en of hiſtory. 


g Every ching of importance for us to 
know reſpecting Hannah is what related 


to the birth of her ſon Samuel; and to 


that accordingly the ſcripture account 


of her 1s confined, She 1s the fourth, as 
far as we recolle&, on the face of the 
| ſacred hiſtory, repreſented in nearly ſimi- 


"lar... 
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lar circumſtances, and ſhe is not the leaſt 
reſpectable of the four Sarah laugh. 


ed,“ ſtaggering at the promiſe of Gd 
| through unbelief. Rebekah ſeems to 
have borne her trial with liſtleſſneſs and 


indifference; and Rachael, irritated with 


|  her's, loſes all ſenſe of ſhame and decen- 


her character. She roſe not up till 
* after they had eaten in Shiloh, and 


ey, and exclaims, give me children, 
« elſe I die.” Hannah feels her calami- 
ty as a woman, deplores it as a woman, 
and ſeeks deliverance from it as one who 
believed in the power and grace of 
. N 


Obſerve the more delicate ſhades in 


after they had drunk.” She had pa- 


tience and ſelf-government fufficient to 
carry her without any apparent diſquie- 
tude, through the formalities of a pub- 
lic aſſembly, which muſt have been very 
painful, irkſome, and diſguſting to her. 


She would rather conftrain herſelf, than 


make others uncaly; and pine-1n ſecret, 


rather than permit her private griefs to 
ſpread 
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ſpread en over the innocent commu- 
nications ot ſociety. Tell me, if you will, 


that the remark is frivolous, and the doc- 


trine unedifying. . T ſhall neither feel 


mortified nor complain, provided you 
permit me to think that nothing is fri- 


volous that tends to unfold the excel - 
lence and importance of the female cha- 


racter, and nothing unedifying which 7 
ſerves to improve the better. part of our g 


ſpegies in the knowledge of the means 


whereby both their reſpectabilit) and 
importance may be effectually promoted. 


I repeat it therefore confidently, that 
Hannah is here repreſented as exempli- | 
fying a hard leſſon, but one of high im- 


portance to all her ſex. Who does not 
know, my female friends, that your con- 


dition and place in ſociety neceſſarily 


ſubject you to many cruel privations, 
many mortifying conſtraints ? What 
heart but ſympathizes with you, obliged, 


as you are, to bear and to forbear, 


min patience. and. filence, and to practiſe 


painful duty, without ſo much as the 
poor reward of notice and approbation. i 


Fol VI. me But 
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lar circumſtances, and ſhe is not the leaſt 


reſpectable of the four.“ Sarah laugh. 


* ed,” ſtaggering at the promiſe of God 


through unbelief. Rebekah ſeems to 


have borne her trial with liſtleſſneſs and 


indifference ; and Rachael, irritated with 
her's, loſes all ſenſe of ſhame and decen- 


cy, and exclaims, © give me children, 


« elſe I die.” Hannah feels her calami- 
ty as a woman, deplores it as a woman, 
and ſeeks deliverance from it as one who 


believed in the power and grace of 


God. 


Obſerve the more delicate ſhades in 


5 her character. She roſe not up till 
after they had eaten in Shiloh, and 


after they had drunk.” She had pa- 
tience and ſelf-government fufficient to 
carry her without any apparent diſquie- 


tude, through the formalities of a pub- 
lic aſſembly, which muſt have been very 
painful, irkſome, and diſguſting to her. 


She would rather conſtrain herſelf, than 


make others uneaſy; and pine in ſecret, 
rather than permit her private griefs to 


| ſpread 
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ſpread a gloom overthe i innocent commu- 
nications of ſociety. Tell me, if you will, 


that the remark is frivolous, and the doc- 
trine unedifying. I ſhall neither feel 


mortified nor complain, provided you 


permit me to think that nothing is fri- 
volous that tends to unfold the excel- 


lence and i importance of the female cha- 


rafter, and nothing unedifying which 


ſerves to improve the better part of our 


ſpegies in the knowledge of the means | 


| whereby both their reſpectability and 
importance may be effectually promoted. 


I repeat it therefore confidently, that 


Hannah is here repreſented as exempli- 
fying a hard leſſon, but one of high im- 
portance to all her ſex. Who does not 
know, my female friends, that your con- 
dition and place in ſociety neceſſarily 
ſubject you to many cruel privations, 


many mortifying conſtraints? What 
heart but ſympathizes with you, obliged, 


as you are, to bear and to forbear, 


in patience and filence, and to practiſe 


painful duty, without ſo much as the 


poor reward of notice and approbation. 
Vor. VI. £ 7 But 


0 


LECT: 
ey {6 
—— little think of it, the admiration and 
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But truſt me, you have often, when y you 


eſteem of the more attentive and judici- 


_ ous; you have the ſweet conſolation of 


reflecting that you are endeavouring 0 


act well; you can look up in humble 
hope to that God who ſeeth in ſecret; 
who obſerves and records What the 
world overlooks or forgets... 


Ho vitiable, 6 on 1 0 other hand, are 
thoſe unhappy females, who dream of 


deriving conſequence from vexing and 


diſturbing all around them, by perpe- 
tually bringing forward their perſonal 


vexations, as if the world had nothing 


to mind but them, and their real or ima- 


einary grievances. 


But this, as was s ſaid, is only a ſhade 


in the character; the great, ſtriking fea- 


ture, is a fervid, importunate, aſpiring 
ſpirit of devotion. . Sighs and tears are 
the language of nature ſinking under its 
own wo, of "Va heart that knows its own 


4 bitter nels ;” PAYS is the language of 


faith 
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faith in, and hope toward God, the LECT: 


XVI. 


exertion of a ſoul ſtruggling to get free,. 


caſting its burden upon the Lord, and 


acquiring ſtrength from exerciſe. There 
is a beautiful and affecting copiouſneſs 
in hef expreſſion. She addreſſes God as 
the Lord of univerſal nature, who © doth 


* according to his will, in the armies of 
„ heaven, and among the inhabitants 
e of the earth; as © the Lord of Hoſts,” 
who has all creatures, all events in his 
hand and at his diſpoſal. The repeti- 


tion of the word © handmaid” is em- 


phatical, and powerfully expreſſes her 


humility, ſubmiſſion, and ſenſe of de- 


pendence, and it is humility that lends 


energy to every other principle of the 


divine life. From the abundance of 
the heart the mouth ſpeaketh,” and 
accordingly we find her diverſifying her 


petition into all the various modes of 


addreſs, If thou wilt indeed look on 


* my affliction, and remember me, and 


not forget me.” Is this the vain re- 


petition of the hypoctite, who thinks 


he mall * be heard for his much ſpeak- 


Ces ce ing? 


LECT. 
XVI. 
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But truſt me, you have ofien, Shaman you 


—— lttle think of it, the admiration and 


eſteem of the more attentive and judici- 
ous; you have the ſweet conſolation of 


reflecting that you are endeavouring to 
act well; you can look up in humble 
hope to that God who ſeeth in ſecret; 


who obſerves and records what the 


world overlooks or forgets. 


| How pitiable, on the other hand, are 
thoſe unhappy females, who dream of 


deriving conſequence from vexing and 


diſturbing all around them, by perpe- 


tually bringing forward their perſonal 


vexations, as if the world had nothing 
to mind but them, and their real or ima- | 
61nary eee 


But this, as was b. is only a made 
in the character; the great, ſtriking fea- 
ture, is a fervid, importunate, aſpiring 
ſpirit. of devotion. Sighs and tears are 
the language of nature ſinking under its 
own wo, of a © heart that knows its own 


« bitterneſs ; 80 is the language of 


faith 
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faith in; and hope toward God, the L 19 
ectertion of a ſoul firuggling to get free, 
caſting its burden upon the Lord, and 
acquiring ſtrength from exerciſe. There 
zs a beautiful and affecting copiouſneſs ; 
in hef expreſſion. She addreſſes God as 
the Lord of univerſal nature, who * doth 
according to his will, in the armies of 
„heaven, and among the inhabitants 
of the earth; as © the Lord of Hoſts, 
who has all creatures, all events in his 
hand and at his diſpoſal. The repeti- 
tion of the word © handmaid” is em- 
phatical, and powerfully expreſſes her 
. humility, ſubmiſſion, and ſenſe of de- 
pendence, and it is humility that lends 
energy to every other principle of the 
divine life. From the abundance of 
the heart the mouth ſpeaketh,” and 
accordingly we find her diverſifying her 
petition into all the various modes of 
has If thou wilt indeed look on 
e my affliction, and remember me, and 
not forget me.” Is this the vain re.. 7 
petition ' of the hypoctite, who thinks 
he mall * be heard for his much ſpeak- 


Ce 2 * ing?” 


LECT. 
XVI. 
— 
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6 ing?” Ono, it is the honeſt effuſion 
of a heart filled with its object, perſiſt- 
ing in the purſuit, and riſing gradually 


into confidence of ſucceſs. It is a 
happy anticipation of the Saviour's 


doctrine, © that men ought to pray al- 


« ways, and not to faint:“ a happy ex- 


ample of clearneſs and preciſion in the 


ſubject matter of prayer, of confidence 


in, and reliance on the Hearer of prayer, 


of holy reſolution to make a ſuitable 


return to prayer heard, accepted, and 


anſwered. 


But what was here che expreſſion of a 
devout, a praying ſpirit? The noiſe of 


the Phariſee, the pomp of words, the 


correctneſs that courts the applauſe of 


men? No, but the ardour of a graci- 


ous ſpirit which neglects forms, which 


never thinks of appearance, or the opi- 
nion of others, which, occupied with 
God, overlooks man. What need of 


. words, to Him who reads the ſecret re- 
ceſſes of the heart, who hears the half. 


bremhen ſigh of the priſoner in his 
dungeon, 8 


nisrokv OF HANNAH. = 389 


dungeon, who colletts the falling tears L EC r. 
XVI. 
of the mourner, and has already granted — 
the pious requeſt before it is formed in 
the anxious breaſt? Strong inward 1 
emotion will of neceſſity imprint itſelf - "= 
on the external appearance. The voice 
may be ſuppreſſed, but the features will 
ſpeak; what buſhel will confine 'the 
lightning of. the eye? the lips will move 
involuntarily; the hands will raiſe them- 
' ſelves to heaven without an admonition 
from vanity, and the boſom will ſwell 
to make room for the expanding heart, 
though no eye is preſent to ſee it, and 
ON whether there be or no. 


bs How equivocal are the ſigns of W 

paſſions, and how liable to miſtake is the 
moſt diſcerning human eye? What was 

in the ſight of God an indication of faith 
believing againſt hope, of a fervent 
piety which totally abſorbed the ſenſes, 


1." ef heavenly mind which rapt 550 


very body up to the throne of God, is, 
in the ſight of Eli, the diſorder fs a 
diſtempered in, the effect of excels, 

+. ET: "the 


8 
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the loweſt, the moſt deplorable, the moſt 


 —-— diſguſting exhibition of degraded hu- 


manity.- Alas, the good man, as we ſhall 
preſently find, had © a beam in his own 
* eye; and thereby was led to difcern 
* amote” in that of another, where there 
was none. In reflecting on the raſh 


judgements of men, the choice of Da- 


vid, when in a great ſtrait, preſſes itſelf 


upon us with redoubled force, © Let 
66 me fall now. into the hand of the Lor d, | 
for his mercies are great; and let me 


* not fall into the hand of man.” — If 


«© God juſtiieth, who is he that con- 


« demneth?” But ah! what ſignifies the 
applauſe of the world to him who is 
condemned of his own conſcience, and 


who trembles every hour at thought 
of the e n of God. 


I like the defence of Hannah en 
as well as her prayer; it argues conſei- 


ous innocence and integrity. Not a 


ſingle particle of gall enters into her 
reply, not even a particle of honeſt heat 
and indignation, at an in putation ſo 

| HE * 


rs Tov 65 fx At, 


oll A fettale chatges with a Breach 
of decency fo groſs as "exceſs of wille, 
and not Break out into a flame! Ah, 
her calmneſe and temper refute füße. 
ently the infamous aſperſio! jon, infinitely 
ber than a torrent of intemperate 
abuſe would have done. How calm, 


——— * 9 . 


| SS. 


how beautiful, how lovely, how fs. 


nified is innòcence! It ſeeks the light, it 
ſhrinks not from the « eye of 1 5 


e 


: Y We time, to 0 0 the Radeln en- 


quiry, and to remove the haſty ſuſpicion | 


of true goodneſs; it is always ready to 
render a reaſon, always ready to pre- 


vent its good from being evil ſpoken's of. | 


ms act of Eli 18 ed in 
4% Pb of view. Obſerving, as he 


thou ght, che temple. of. the Lord 7 pro- 


fened, an the Km character 05 2 


Hondufld, he honeftly: ſpeal s out bis 


lulpiclont and cenſure to the party con- 


Cerne ; iriſtead of whiſpering 1 them 1 in 
the e car of a third perſon; and thereby 


+4 


e Ceca - affords 


— 7 ——— — 
_ 
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affords an opportunity of explanation, 


— and of coming to a right underſtanding: 


and, once ſatisfied of his having been 


miſtaken, he retracts his haſty Judge- 


ment, and exchanges reprehenſion 1 into 
bleſſing, and ſupplicates Heaven in fa- 


vour of her whom he had raſhly con- 
demned. 


4 4 


— 7 


1 wha. a happy ſerenity is +" EY 


mind of Hannah now reſtored! She == 


has poured. out her ſoul before the 
Lord, and vindicated her 1 innocence to 


man. The tranquility and joy of her 
ſpirit ſhine in the whole of her outward | 


deportment; her countenance brightens ; 
up, ſhe partakes in the feſtivity of the 


ſeaſon, and © is no more ſad.” What 
a ff: Rim figure does the ſame man 


preſent to the eyes of the world, inflamed 
with rage, torn with envy, ſtung with 
remorſe, diſtracted with anxiety, de- 


graded with debauchery; ; or with a vi- 


ge beaming benevolence, eyes ani- 
mated with love, a form firm and ere} 
from conſcious 1 integrity. 


Would 


/ 
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Would you wiſh to appear to advan- EB 
tage before others, take care to cleanſe 
88 inſide of the cup. Purify pelt | 
* from all filthineſs of the ſpirit.” | Let 
order and peace reign} within; no artifi- ; 
cial dawbing applied to the outſide, 
no ſplendour or elegance of apparel, 
no ſtudied arrangement. of the nn 


: will do'1 it half ſo POR. 1 


Looks a appearance are perhaps 
of inferior conſequence to one ſex, but 
they are of much to the other. With 
ſome, ap earance is all in all, In that 

view, it is not eaſy to imagine the effect 

vhich the inward temper and character 
produce. Beauty becomes perfeft ugli- 
neſs, and inſpires nothing but difguſt, 
from the moment that the face begins 
to wear the traces of pride, contempt, 
envy, fury or inſolence. On the other 
hand, be aſſured, that a very homely 
external may be improved into perfect 
lovelineſs, by affability, gentleneſs, bene- 
volence, compaſſion, and, above all, by 
a ſpirit of genuine piety, the parent of 
every 
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L = T. every grace.” I there be ülitt being 
Ry that really"deferves the fame“ f a dane 

a term, for the moſt part, moſt Vilely 
proſtituted, it is a ſenfible woman de- 
ſcending from the temple, or iffuing 
from her cloſet, to enter with compoſed- 


neſs, ſweetneſs and ſatis faction on the 


employments of her humble, but im. 
| portant ſtation in human life. Hi: 


It was through the diſorder of à di- 
vided family, it was 'tHrough! the wo 


of an affficted womän, dt Was amidf 
che corruption of à gegenerate church 
and a disjointed ſtate, that God was 

pleaſed to taiſe up prophet; a prieft, 7 
judge in Iſrael to ſtem the torrefit, to 


reſtore the loſt dignity of religion, to 


fave a finking nation. When events 
How in an even channel, wher! the pow- 


ers of nature produce their effect in an 


uniform tenour, a blind chance an ir- 
reſiſtible fate, or an unintefkigent ar. 
rangement receives the homdge, "which 


is due only to ſovereign Wifdom, and 
all comprehenſive beneficence. For 


this 


- 0 . 


| ws Fd * 
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this reaſon, God ſometimes permits the 

great machine as it were to ſtand till, 

that men may obſerve by what hand it 

is ftopt, and by what hand it is n in 
motion again. 8 | 


5 Thane, Jacob, Samſon, Samuel, four of 
the moſt eminent among the types of the 
great Reſtorer of fallen man, were intro- 
duced into the world, through the agonies 


of deſponding nature, through the exer- 


ciſe of undaunted faith, and the unwea- 


_ ried importunity of prayer and ſuppli- 


LECT 
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cation. They were the ſucceſſive lights 
of the world, each in his day; and hav- 


ing every one fulfilled his day, were 
ſucceſſively extinguiſhed.— The great 


light of the world has ariſen, tlie ſtars 


diſappear, the ſhadows are fled away.— 
Patriarchs and prophets - bring their 


glory, and lay it at his feet, a voice from 
heaven proclaims * this is my beloved 
Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed, hear 8 


* 3 
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Let not the apparently declining 
ſtate of any intereſt preach deſpair; 


for every evil has its remedy, except 
deſpair. That cauſe muſt periſh, which 
all agree to give up as loſt; a dying 
cauſe may revive and flouriſh by the 


wiſdom and honeſt exertions of one man. 


Impaired health often iſſues in death, 
embarraſſed circumſtances in bank. 


ruptcy, an irregular life in irretrievable 


perdition; becauſe the patient, the 


of God and truth? Behold, in a polte- 


debtor, the ſinner gave himſelf up too 
haſtily, and was loſt through fear of be- 
ing loft. While there is © balm in Gi- 


* lead, and a phyſician there,” no wound, 


however grievous, is incurable. While 
there is friendſhip, while there is com- 
pallion on earth, honeſt diſtreſs will find 
[ympathy and relief. While the throne 
of grace is acceſſible, there is hope for 


6 the chief of ſinners.“ 


And if no eint of man be deſperate, 
who ſhall dare to deſpair of the cauſe 


rior 


1 
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rior Period of this ſacred hiſtory, the, IE C7 T. 
utter extirpation of the poſterity of — 


Abraham determined, and the plans of 
Providence threatened, of courſe, with 
defeat and diſappointment. Behold the 
bloody warrant ſigned, and * ſealed with 
the ring” of Ahaſuerus, and thereby 
: rendered irreverſible. Behold the venge- 
ful Haman, like the exterminating angel, 
with his ſword drawn in his hand, ready 
to fall upon his prey. What can ſave a 
devoted people from deſtruftion? One 
obſcure Jew; one not admitted to the 
king's councils, but who ſat unregarded 
in the king's gate. He feels as a citizen 
and a man, he laments the impending 
doom of his country as a citizen and a 
man; but he likewiſe acts, and exerts 
_ himſelf like a citizen and a man, and 
leaves the iſſue to Him, in whoſe hand 
are the hearts of kings—and it proſper- 
ed. The remonſtrance of Mordecai 
with the queen, at this awful criſis, is a 
maſter-piece of intrepidity, piety and 


* Efther iii. 8—15. 


good 
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good ſenſe, and furniſhes an uſeful ex. 
ample for the 2 of both publick 


and private life. Then Mordecai 


« commanded to Ae Eſther, Think 


* not with thyſelf that thou ſhalt eſcape 
e in the king's houſe, more than all the 
Jews. For if thou altogether holdeſt 
* thy peace at this time, then ſhall there 
enlargement and deliverance ariſe to 


a the Jews from another place; but thou 
and thy father's houſe ſhall be deſtroy- 


* ed: and who knoweth whether thou 
art come to the kingdom for ſuch a 


„time as this? x — The Roman Conſul, 


whoſe raſhneſs loſt the battle of Cannæ, 


and endangered the exiſtence of the 


ſtate, received the thanks of the Senate, 


© becauſe he had not deſpaired of the 
1 commonwealth.” — The gallant Prince 
of Orange, afterwards William III. of 
England, when urged to ſubmit to the 


victorious arms of France, which were 


ravaging the United Provinces, and when 


the ruin of the Republick ſeemed in- 


* Efther'iv. 13, 14. 
| evitable, 


HISTORY or HANNAH, 55 399 


evitable, nobly replied, - There is one I- f or. 
« way to ſecure me from the fight of my ae 


country's deſtruction: I will die in 
the laſt ditch.” His reſolution pre- 
vailed, and his country was ſaved from 
the yoke of the invader. And if con- 
fidence in a ſkilful, brave and fortunate | 
commander, can carry a handful to vic- 
tory through myriads of foes, what has 
the Chriſtian to fear, let difficulties and 
dangers be ever ſo many, ever ſo great, 
while conſcious he is engaged in a 
good cauſe, and that he is following 
"© xhe Captain of Salvation?” 


We proceed to view the character 
and behaviour of Hannah in the hour 
of ſucceſs and proſperity, bleſſed with 
the anſwer of prayer, and exulting in 
the enjoyment of the pureſt delights, and 
in performing the moſt important duties 
of life and religion. May our medita- 
tion on theſe things be ſweet and pro- 
fitable! Amen. 
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rut MOTHER or SAMUEL. EY [OM 
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ans THEY AROSE UP IN THE MORNING EARLY, 
AND WORSHIPPED BEFORE THE LORD, AND © 
' RETURNED, AND CAME TO THEIR HOUSE TO 
RAMAH : AND ELKANAH KNEW HANNAH HIS 
WIFE, AND THE LORD REMEMBERED HER, 
WHEREFORE-IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE 
TIME WAS COME ABOUT, AFTER HANNAH 
HAD CONCEIVED, THAT SHE BARE A SON, 
' AND CALLED HIS NAME SAMUEL, SAYING, 
BECAUSE I HAVE ASKED HIM OF THE LORD. 
AND THE MAN ELKANAH, AND ALL HIS 
HOUSE, WENT UP TO OFFER UNTO THE LORD 
THE YEARLY SACRIFICE, AND HIS VOW, 
BUT HANNAH WENT NOT UP: FOR SHE SAID 
UNTO HER HUSBAND, 1 WILL NOT GO UP UN- 
TIL THE CHILD BE WEANED, AND THEN I 
WILL BRING HIM, THAT HE MAY APPEAR BE- 
FORE THE LORD, AND THERE ABIDE FOR 
EVER. AND ELKANAH HER HUSBAND SAID 
UNTO HER, DQ WHAT SEEMETH THEE GOOD ; 
Vor. VI. D d - - TARRY- 
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TARRY UNTIL THOU HAVE WEANED HIM; 
ONLY THE LORD ESTABLISH HIS WORD. $0 
THE WOMAN ABODE AND GAVE HER SON 
SUCK UNTIL SHE WEANED HIM. | 


P H E MY of a child. is an event 


of much i importance to thoſe who 


are immediately concerned in it, and of 


much importance to the world. It is 
natural for a man to wiſh that his family 


ſhould be built up, and his name tranſ- 
mitted. Every child is an acceſſion to 
national ſtrength, is one more added to 


the number of rational, immortal beings, 
is a new diſplay of the great Creator 


power, wiſdom and goodneſs. . There 
lie dormant the precious ſeeds of facul- 
ties which are one day to aſtoniſh, in- 


ſtruct and bleſs mankind. Theſe infants, 


a few years hence, are to be the pillars 
of the ſtate, the bulwarks of their coun- 
try, the glory of the church of Chriſt. 
That young one ſhall by and by burſt 
through the obſcurity of his birth, and 


the meanneſs of his condition; ſhall 


become eminently uſeful, and purchaſe 
a name which ages to come ſhall pro- 
55 
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nounce with reſpett and eſteem. | But LECT. 


what-is it to be known and diſtinguiſhed 
among men? The period approaches, 
when. God, himſelf ſhall } in the face of 
the univerſe acknowledge the. leaſt: of 
theſe as. his ſons, and l them on hea- 
wah Snopes. 55 


It is natal for a man to with 1 
family built up, and for a good woman 

to wiſh the name and virtues of the 
| huſband of her youth preſerved and 
propagated, even though ſhe has not 
the fond deſire, the flattering hope, of 
being a. mother i in Iſrael. But the de- 
terminations of Providence do not al- 
ways accord with the innocent pro- 
enſities of the human heart, much leſs 

with the inſatiate demands of pride, ava- 
rice and ambition. Even the wiſe, the 
amiable and the virtuous are viſited 
with this ſore evil, the want of children. 

It is ſometimes the calamity of thoſe 
who have no other calamity. It de- 
monſtrates the imperfection of human 
bliſs; it ſpreads a field for the exerciſe | 
IE D da of 


eee | 


LE CT, of Leſi 
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niſhes Both k fiötftbe Afld u fubject for 
prayer: fer wean carry, with Löfifidentee, 
to the throne of grace, many 4 Petition 
which we thould be afraid or Ahamed 
of preferiing to a fan like ouffelvẽs 
Happy is the man, happy the Woman, 
who can depoſit this and every other care 
in the Boſom ofa Father in Heaven. She 
may fit doWn With Hannah, and * wat” 
and drink, * and be no fore fad,” 


the hiſtory of the birth and infancy of 
one of thöfe illuſtrious children whoſe 
fame is univerſally known, and ſhall be 
had in everlaſting remembrance, namely, 
of Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, 
the judge of Ifrael, the ſetter up and 
the terrour of kings ; the glory of his 
| own age and country; and the morning 
ſtar of a brighter day. The gift of 

this precious child was long withheld, 
that it might be more devoutly acknow- 
ledged, and more highly prized. Men 
overlook the ordinary appearances of na- 
wie | e ture, 


We are this cveting preſented with 
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dure, however ſtypendous and Biking. LEG IT. 


tention, and conſtrain them tg oblerye | 
the finger of God, the. fery comet js 
wage to glare through tae tky, and the 
| _ ſhakes to the centre. 


| The blefluig was ſweetened 19 Han- 
nah by every circumſtance that can 

affect the fand maternal ith A child 
to one wha had long been affliſted with 

barrenneſs, and cruelly inſulted an that 
account; a man-child, the anſwer of 
Prayer ; the power of performing for 
her darling infant the ſweeteſt, and one 
of the molt important, maternal duties; 
and che cordial concurrence of the fa- 
ther in all her prudent, affeQionate and 
pious purpoſes ; preſent enjoyment, and 
bloſſoming proſpetts ! If there be pure 
and perfect bliſs on earth, it is the 
portion ol ſuch a "Ye in ſuch a 
fituation. 


* The Lord remembered her.” Was 
| Ke ever unmindful or unkind? No, he 
8 Ddg delayed, 


Ia order therefore to roule them ie ab- = 
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1 delayed. and He granted itt love. Mow 


* 
t ©. 


ee, O man, O wo- 
2 man, to kfiow nd to believe this! What 
can reconcile thee to the hardſhips of 
thy lot, but the perſuaſion that the good 
thou deſireſt is denied in wiſdom, and 


the load that oppreſſes thee laid on by 


the hand of a Father? Truſt in the Lord, 
and be of good cheer; the time to 
favour thee will come; © the Lord will 
* provide, 2 the Lord will remember 
55 thee.” 


She bare a 95. and called his name 

0 Samuel. ”.Gracious is the correſpond- 
ence between a devout ſpirit and approv- 
ing, aſſenting Heaven. Behold the prayer 
of faith aſcending as on eagle's wings, and 
reſting on the footſtool of yonder radiant 
throne; behold the good and perfect 
gift coming down in return from the 
Father of lights. Thus the vapours ex- 
haled from the briny deep, fall back in co- 
pious ſhowers to refreſh and fertilize the 
earth. What a holy contention is here 
| preſented to us! The pious ſoul ſtriving 
with 
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5 with God in ſupplication, in praiſe, 1n | = 


obedience, in faithfulneſs ;} the God of Wer 


mercy ſtriving with the meek and hum- 
ble one in ſhewing kindneſs, in heaping 
favour upon favour. Samuel, * aſked 
and given of God,” ſhall bear to the 
laſt hour of his life the memorial of his 
mother's fervent importunity at the 
throne of grace, and of God's hearing 
her in the time of need. It ſhall ſerve 
for ever to remind himſelf that he was 
a gift obtained of God by prayer, and 
devoted to God in gratitude. Every 
tongue that pronounces, every ear that 
hears the ſound, ſhall be admoniſhed of 
the union which devotion forms and 
maintains between earth and Heaven. | 
The mother names, the father aſſents, 
God approves, and time confirms the 
nomination. | 


We find Elkanah and all of his fa- 
mily, who were fit for the journey, again 
on the road to Shiloh, to celebrate the 
great yearly feſtival, after the birth of 
his ſon. The bounties of Providence 


„„ bind 


* 
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bind more powerfully the duties of the 


— law upon the heart as well as upon the 


conſcienee, and thereby render religion 


not only a reaſonable, but a pleaſant 


ſervice. The pleaſure of waiting upon 


God, in the ordinances of his appoint- 


ment, was greatly heightened to this 


good man, by the company of thoſe 
whom nature had endeared to him. 
The length and inconvenience of the 
road were relieved, and ſweetened, and 


ſhortened, by friendly converſation, and 


mutual offices. of attention and kind- 
| neſs, The bitterneſs of ſtrife is heard 


no more. The ſacrifice is offered up 
' ith greater ardour, when one flame of 


affection meets another in preſenting it; 


and the feaſt of peace acquires a higher 
reliſh from its being eaten in the ſpirit, 
and in the bonds of love. Social wor- 
ſhip, as has been obſerved, has a moſt 
bleſſed effect in producing, ſupporting. 
and improving ſocial affections. The 


tie of duty is ſtrengthened between huſ- 


band and wife; the bond of nature be- 
| tween parent and child, between brother 


and 


| HISTORY OF HANNAH, 4% 


and brother, is fortified and ennobled by 
going together to the houſe of God. 
and returning in company from thenee. 
The eye of a ſtranger is caught and 


pleaſed with the fight of a decent family 


on their road to-the temple. Your pray- 
ers ariſe with increaſed ardour from ſee- 


ing your children around you, in the 


houſe of prayer; your hearts glow with 


a holier gratitude when you hear their 
voices join in the praiſes which you 


ſing, Offence has been given, behold 


it loſt, and forgotten for ever, becauſe 
the parties have bowed their knees to- 


e before God, and pronounced to- 


LECT. 
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gether the petition of reconciliation an 


peace. Heavenly Father, forgive our 


* treſpaſſes as we forgive them who 


* treſpaſs againſt us.” Common, mer- 


cies have been received; ſee how they 


increaſe and multiply, fee with what ad- 
ditional ſatisfaction they are felt and en- 
joyed, while the notes of thankſgiving 
aſcend from hearts and lips in uniſon. 


Common diſtreſs preſſes; lo, the bur- 


chen 1 18 already made light, the mourneis 


have 
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| have been together before the Father 


— of mercies, the refuge of the miſerable; 


they have poured out their hearts before 
God, and are lightened; they have caft 


” all their care upon him, and are at reſt 


Chriſtians, you have no painful and 


expenſive Journey to undertake, in or- 
der to preſent yourſelves before the 
Lord. Your Shiloh is at home. Of 


you no coſtly ſacrifice is demanded; 


* offer unto the Lord thankſgiving, and 
© pay your vows unto the Moſt High; 
© and call upon him in the day of 
* trouble.” Chriſtian parent, Providence 
has made thee prieſt to that little church 

and congregation; bear them, as Aaron 

did the twelve tribes of Iſrael, engraven 
like jewels dpon thy heart, to the moſt 


holy place; t to the altar of incenſe. 


« But . went not up; for he 


* ſaid unto her huſband, not until the 


child be weaned,” | Every duty of life 
and of religion has 1 its proper place and 


ſeaſon. God hath, ſaid, and the great 
Teacher 
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Teacher ſent from God, hath by both L. 


precept and practice eſtabliſhed the 


word, I will have mercy and not ſa- 
« crifice.” The religion which makes 


light of relative duty, which teaches 


careleſſneſs or negle in our lawful 
worldly concerns, and withdraws men 


from their place and ſtation in ſociety, 
is miſtaken and erroneous; it is not the 


religion of the Bible; it has neither au- 
thority nor example to ſupport i 

That man is doing God ſervice, nx 
labours in his vocation, that he may 


have wherewith to do juſtly, and to 


ſhew mercy; not he who is ſlothful in 
buſineſs, but eager in argument, and 
who gives himſelf to ſpeculating, when 


he ought to be working with his hands. 


That woman 1s performing a religious 


ſervice, who is looking well to her 


houſhold; giving ſuck to one child and 


inſtruction to another, practiſing induſ- 
try and economy; not ſhe who is for 
ever rambling after favourite dogmas or 
favourite teachers; aiming at ſhining in 


the church, when ſhe ought to. be ſhin- 


4 
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ing in her moſt honourable ſphere, her 
on houſe; and engaging-warmly in 


| matters of doubtful diſputation, while 
the food and clothing of her family are 


neglected. Who can call in queſtion 


the piety of Hannah? And ſurely her 


abſenting herſelf from the feaſt at Shi- 


loh, on ſo juſt an occaſion, will not be 


deemed an APERTURE of 1 it. 


But though the hiſtory has 1 . 


to make theſe remarks, perhaps, in our 
day, they might have been ſpared. Have 
J not been combating a miſtake into 


ue 8 the men nor the women 
the preſent age are greatly diſpoſed to 


Fall? Ought I not rather to caution my 
hearers againſt the prevalence of a 
worldly ſpirit, to the extinction not 
only of the ſoul, but to the neglect of 
the very form of religion? What, warn 


this generation againſt © the danger of 


being religious over-much?” What, 


warn them of the importance of attend- 
ing to, and purſuing their temporal in- 
an What, caution them againſt fre- 

quenting | 


nisrelr OF HANNAH, 41g T 
_ hnefiting the temple on working days, LECT. 
when they will not be diverted from the 
purſuit of buſineſs or pleaſure on the 
Lord's day? I Was in the wrong: and 1 
change the object of my exhortation, 
T6 yon, O mefi, I call, who, abſorbed 
in frivolous, tranſitory occupations, for- 
get that one ching is needful;” to you, 
| who, Walle wing in the bounties of an 
_ indulgent Providence, regard not the 
hand from which all your comforts 
flow; to you, who, riſing into a little 
wealth, a little hope, a little conſe- 
quence, have loſt the recollection of 
your having once been needy, and ob- 
ſcure and unimportant; and, what is in- 
Hnitely worſe, have loſt the recollection 
and the practice of that humility, and 
decency, and piety, which poverty and 
obſcurity, and dependance tau * and 


N 


To you, O women, I call, who, with- 
out a ſhadow of reaſon; who, in the face 
of decency and propriety, who, in defi- 

ance of both feeling and conſcience; 
who, 


OT hs 
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- who, intruſted with the education of 
children, female children, feel not the 
importance of the charge, or are not 
aware of the influence of example; can 
diſpenſe with the very externals of god- 
lineſs, can become the patterns of ſah- 
bath neglect or violation; can trifle 
with any thing that affetts the morals 

or religion of the riſing generation. To 
you call, and ſay, you are treaſuring 
up for yourſelves remorſe ;. and for theſe. 
young ones, whom you dearly love, 
ſhame, and ſorrow, and diſtreſs. What 
is the lot of a female, without the conſo- 
lations of religion; and how is a young 
woman to learn religion if not from her 
own mother? Let me remind you of 
what you once thought, felt and re- 
ſolved. You carried that child with un- 
eaſineſs and anxiety in your womb ; you 
formed a thouſand fond wiſhes, you put 
up a thouſand prayers, you came under 
a thouſand engagements. You employed 
not perhaps the very words of Hannah, 
but undoubtedly you entered entirely 
into her views, and the fruit of the 


womb 
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__ was to be 60 Holineſs to the Tixank P? 
—Well, God has been gracious to thee, 
and remembered thee. Thou haſt:ſur- 


vived the danger, and been delivered 


from the pangs of child-birth. - You 
have enjoyed the ſatisfaction of training 


the beloved of your ſoul through the 


| dangers, difficulties and ſolieitude of | 


infancy and childhood. God has graci- 
ouſly done his part, and you have fo 


far performed yours. But did your en- 
gagements ceaſe, when the infant was 
' weaned? Did you rear that tender 
plant with ſo much anxiety, tenderneſs 


and care, only. to poiſon and corrupt it, 


after i it had begun to take root, and bud, 


and bloſſom? Know you not, that the 


inconſideration and folly of a day may 


deſtroy the pains and labour of many 


years; and that the eyes of children are 
much quicker and more retentive than 
their ears? 9 


| 1 that daughter who 1s betimes 


formed to habits of diſcretion, of purity, 


of regularity, of piety by the tender 


guardian 
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guardian and guide of her early days! 
Happy that mother whoſe attention is 


bent on infuſing betirhes; in her female 


offspring at jeaſt, the prineiples of wil. 
dom, virtue, and true godlifieſs; who is 
honoured to exethplify what ſhe teaches, 
and is bleſſed with a docile, affeAibnate, 


and improving ep! 


The manner in which Elkanah and 


Hannah live and converſe together, is 
exemplary and inſtructive. They have 
one common intereſt; they have one 
darling object of affection, they expreſs 


one and the ſame will, in terms of mu- 
tual kindneſs and endearment. She 
*« ſaid unto her huſband, I will not go 


(e up until the child be weaned, and 


* then I will bring him, that he may ap- 
e pear before the Lord, and there abide 
ce for ever. And Elkanah her huſband 
ce ſaid unto her, Do what ſeemeth thee 


0 good, tarry until thou have weaned 


* him, only the Lord eſtabliſh his word. 


IG the woman abode, and gave her 


* ſon ſuck until {he had weaned him.” 
There 
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There was in all this a commanding LECT. 


principle of religion, of zeal for the 
will and glory of God, which regulated 
the ſpirit, and inſpired the tongue 
without which, I am afraid there is 
but a ſlender ſecurity for domeſtic feli- 
city in the exerciſe of even good nature 
and good manners, much leſs in a mere 
ſenſe of decency, or regard to the opi- 


| nion of the world: Theſe may overawe 


at particular ſeaſons and in particular 
ſituations ; but the fear and love of God 
are permanent andunvarying principles; 
they enforce and aſſiſt relative duty till 
it grows into a habit, and habit renders 


| even difficult things eaſy and _ 


able. 


Samuel, who is his « own biographer, 
has moſt judiciouſly drawn a veil over 
his infancy. Childiſh prognoſtics of 


future eminence are generally ridiculous 


XVII. _ 
— enmmned 


and contemptible; they can impoſe only 


on the partiality of parental affection, 


or the credulity of ſuperſtition. The | 


cynic ſnarls diſdain at the relation of 


Vol. VI Ee theſe 
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LECT. theſe premature prodigies of dawning 

XVII. 
w—— widom, and the ſage ſmiles indulgence 
and compaſſion on the fond belief. Let | 


parents, by all means, amuſe, delight 
_ themſelves and each other with the ſallies 
of infant, opening genius, but let them 
keep the delight to themſelves. It is 
one of the Joys in which ME firanger 
60 W not.“ 


In the next techn we ſhall be led 
forward to conſider the preſentment of 
Samuel before the Lord in Shiloh; the 
ſacrifice which. accompanied that ſolemn 
ceremony; the farther diſcovery of the 
amiable and excellent ſpirit by which 
the mother was actuated; and the infant 
prophet's entrance on his important 
office. 


| —Behold once more, Chriſtians, the 
ſpirit of prophecy. ſtill pointing to one 
and the ſame great object. The per- 
ſons and circumſtances of the prophets 
were various; but amidſt that variety 
e one 3 feature of character, 
3 office 
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: office or condition announced 60 Him LECT. 
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that was to come, more clearly, ON Gnu 


more obſcurely reflected his image, and 
* prepared the way of the Lord. The 


tongues of the prophets are many; but 
they all ſpeak the ſame language, they 
all pronounce one name. The periods 


of their exiſtence and predictions were 


videly remote; but all meet in one cen- 
tral point of light, in one auſpicious i in- 
ſtant, the fulneſs of time, in one illuſ- 
trious Perſonage, * to whom all give wit- 
* neſs,” in one commanding © purpoſe 
and grace the ſalvation of the world. 


“God, who at ſundry times, and in di- 


vers manners ſpake in time paſt unto 


* the fathers, by the prophets, hath in 
© theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his 


© Son, whom he hath appointed heir of 


* all things, by whom alſo he made the 
worlds; who being the brightnels of 


his glory, and the expreſs image of 


* his perſon, and upholding all things 


* by the word of his power, when he 
© had by himſelf purged our fins, fat 
* down on the right hand of the Majeſty 
Ee — TOO 


LECT. 
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on high. „ Behold all ereated glory 
thus abſorbed in one glorious, divine 


perſon, who is above all, and through 


« all, and in all.” —* Wherefore God 


* alſo hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above 
every name; that at the name of Jeſus 


every knee ſhould bow, of things in 


© heaven and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every tongue 


« ſhould confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, 
* to the glory of God the Father. T 


* Hebrews i. 1—3. 
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run MOTHER OF SAMUEL, | 


AND WHEN ann HAD WIANED HIM; SHE TOOK 


6 HIM UP WITH HER, WITH THREE BULLOCKS, 


| AND ONE EPHAH OF FLOUR, AND A BOTTLE 


or WINE, AND BROUGHT HIM ux ro THE 
HOUSE. OF THE LORD IN SHILOH. AND THE 
ch WAS YOUNG. AND THEY SLEW A 


'BULLOCK, AND BROUGHT THE CHILD'TO ETI. 
' AND, SHE SAID, o MY LORD, AS THY SOUL 


LIVETH, MY LORD, I AM THE WOMAN THAT 
STOOD BY THEE HERE, "PRAYING UNTO THE 


'LORD., FOR THIS CHILD I PRAYED; AND 
"THE LORD HATH GIVEN ME MY PETITION 


WHICH I ASKED OF HM. ' THEREFORE ALSO 
I HAVE LENT HIM ro THE LORD AS LONG AS 


HE LIVETH; HE SHALL BE LENT TO THE 


| LORD. AND HE WORSHIPPED THE LORD 


Eeg *LORD, 
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ORD, what is man, that thou art 
e mindful of him, and the Son of 


Man that thou viſiteſt him?” Every 


ſerious reflection on the nature, and per- 


fections, and works of God, ſuggeſts this 


rapturous meditation of the holy Pſalm- 


iſt. Every view of Deity 1 is at once hu- 
miliating and encouraging to the ſoul. 
We ſeem to ſhrink into nothing, while 


we contemplate the regions of unbound- 


ed ſpace; while the eye wanders from 


orb to orb; and the mind loſes itſelf 


in calculating their number, diſtances, 


magnitude, luſtre and harmony; while 
imagination wings its daring flight to 
the world of ſpirits, and ſurveys myriads 

of angels adoring before the throne of 


85 the Moſt High; and “the ſpirits of juſt 


* men made perfect“ rejoicing © with joy 


55 * unſpeakable and full of glory.” But 


man riſes into greatneſs and importance, 


when we reflect that © God created him 


in his own image; that Eternal Provi- 
dence exerciſes an unremittin g ſolici- 
tude 


perience. 
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ide aboutſhim; and that for his redemp- | 


tion che won of God — and died. 


LE 0 T, 25 
XVIII. 


The nile colicerns of individuals 7 : 


* of private families, acquire value 
and dignity when we conſider them as 


ſtamped with the ſeal of Omnipotence, 


as the operation of infinite wiſdom, as 


links in the great ehain of divine admi- 
nitration, and as extending their influ- 
ence to eternity. But deſtroy this con- 


neQion, and we perceive only a ſtrange 


and unaccountable ſcene of vanity, dolly 
and len. 


The Holy/Scriptures which exhibit 
the juſteſt repreſentation, and enable us 


to form the juſteſt eſtimate, of human 


life, keep this continual interpoſition 


and commanding influence of divine 


Providence conſtantly in view. We 
meet with domeſtic feelings and occur- 
rences exactly ſimilar to our own, and 


we find a proof that the Bible 1s the word 


of God, in our own nen. daily ex- 


Eeq The 
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The tranſaRions which led to the 


— ſcene repreſented' in the paſſage now 


read, have been too recently ſubmitted 
to your notice to need repetition. In 


the ſpirit and deportment of Elkanah 
and Hannah to each other, we have an 
uſeful example of conjugal complacency 


and affection. In the character of Han. 
nah ve behold the feelings of the wo- 
man ſweetly blended with the piety of 


the faint; and the child of ſorrow ſeek- 


ing, and finding, refuge in the power and 


mercy of God. We are now to con- 
template one of the moſt pleaſing ob- 


jets that human life preſents—A good 
and honeſt heart in poſſeſſion of its 
wiſh, and making the proper uſe of the 
expected bleſſing; the ſpirit of prayer 
changed mto the ſpirit of praile, and 


vows formed in the hour of diſtreſs faith- 
fully performed. 9 8 


Let our firſt meditations turn on the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of that great Be- 
ing, who has eſtabliſhed human felicity 


on ſuch a ſolid foundation; or rather 
| has 
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LECT. 
has drawn it from ſo many combined XVI. 


ſources. How manifold and how tender, 
in particular, are the ties which unite a 


mother and her ſon? She carried him 


in her womb with ſolicitude and uneaſi- 


neſs, and brought him into the world at 


the hazard of her life. She ſuſtained 


his infant days with the blood of her 


own veins, and ſtumber was a ſtranger 


to her eyes, that he might ſleep in tran- 
quility. The firſt object which he diſ- 


tingutſhed was the ſmiling face of his 


guardian angel, the firſt ſound that 


ſtruck his opening ear was the murmur 


of maternal affection: the firſt idea he 


formed was that of ſeeking refuge from 


want, and pain, and danger in the fond 


boſom of a parent. The very anguiſh 
and trouble which ſhe endured on his ac- 


count, but endear him the more to her; a 
ſenſe of early, aſſured protection grows 


© with his growth, and ſtrengthens with 
his ſtrength,” and forms a bond of 
mutual attachment, which on one fide is 


hardly to be diſſolved, and on the other, 


is one of the moſt powerful ſecurities 


againſt 


II. 
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2-5 againſt the inroads of vice, and is the 


w—— laſt convullive graſp of expiring virtue. 


Nature has laid upon you, mothers, 


the heavieſt and moſt important part of 


education. The good or the evil is 
already done, before the child 1s taken 


out of your hands. Happily the weak: 
neſs of your conſtitution is ſtrengthened 


and upheld for the arduous taſk, by the 


force of affection, and your very labour 


thereby is rendered your delight. And, 


O how glorious is your reward! you 


deſire, you can deſire none higher, than 
to ſee your ſon, the ſon of your womb, 


the ſon of your vows, remembering and 


practiſing the early leſſons which, hig 
mother taught him. 


How happy was Eli in having for a 
pupil, a child ſuckled, and weaned, and 
inſtructed in early life, by a Hannah! 


How great the goodneſs of the com- 


paſſionate and merciful Father of all, 


who by means ſo ſimple, ſo pleaſant, ſo 


powerful, ſo effectual, makes conſtant 
proviſion 
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proviſion for the comfort, the protec- 7 
tion and * 3 of man! Fo 


babe us s Prorced to e for a 


mink; on the amiable and inſtructive 
pattern here ſet before us, of a faithful 
and obedient heart. Diſtreſs naturally 


dictates wiſhes, and prayers, and vows; 


it makes us ſenſible of ſubjection and de- 
pendance; but when the bleſſing is ob- 
tained, the load removed, and the hour 
of performance come, men are as forget- 
ful and as niggardly as once they were 
attentive and liberal. Ten lepers were 


cleanſed, but © where are the nine?” 
Has one only returned to give thanks? 


Ingratitude i is one of thoſe crimes which 


no man is either bold or depraved 


enough to defend, but with which all 


men are juſtly chargeable. How few 


earthly benefactors but have reaſon to 
complain of an ungracious return? 


How few parents but have that bitter- 
_ nels of bitterneſs, filial ingratitude, min- 
gled in their cup? How verily guilty 1s 


a whole * world lying in wickedneſs,” 


before 
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before God, in this reſpe&t? There 1 
really no merit in gratitude, but what 
arriſes from 1ts rarity ; and that rarity 


7 ſtamps it one of the higheſt of moral 


virtues. Would it be doing injuſtice 


| to the other ſex, to ſay, that gratitude 


. 


is a quality more frequently to be found 
in the female character? I have no he- 


ſitation in affirming, that it is one of the 
moſt powerful attractions in any cha- 


racter, and that all other attractions 


whatever are good tor nothing without 


We obſerved formerly in the con- 
duct of Hannah a happy mixture of 


piety and prudence. While the ſtate of 


her child confined her to Mount 


Ephraim, it would have been the re- 


verſe of a religious ſervice to repair to 


the feaſt at Shiloh; when he could with 


ſafety be removed to the place of God's 


preſence, to keep him back had been 


unfaithfulneſs and impiety. Prudence 
without piety will quickly degenerate 
into ſelfiſhneſs and the love of this 

world; 


4 will harden the Heart, and lull 
the conſcience aſleep. Piety without 
prudence will inſpire pride and into- 
lerance; will lead to idleneſs and irre- 
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gularity 3 in conduct; and, out of an af. 


n fected zeal for the firſt table of the law, 


will eraſe the characters of the ſecond, 


or through negligence and diſuſe, ſuffer 


them to be disfigured by filth, or cor- 


rupted and impaired by ruſt, ſo as to 
become at length wholly illegible. 


Where piety and prudence are "found 


united, the love of God and man will 
perfectly confiſt ; both tables of the law 
will be equally clear and diſtin, and 


their combined influence will inſtru 


the perſon by whom it is felt and un- 
derſtood, to * uſe the world ſo as not 


66 to abuſe it. 


At length che time of preſenting her. 
ſelf before the Lord, and of performing 
her vow arrives. The precious child 
muſt be no longer her's, but God's. 


And did he indeed ceaſe to be the pa- 


Fea, by being dedicated to the Moſt 


High? 


1 
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1 High? Surely : no, he became theirs by [ 


a firmer and more ſacred tie, they have 
an intereſt in him unknown, unfelt 
before. Their treaſure has acquired i in- 

finite value from the place in which it 
is depoſited; and attendance at God's 
altar has conferred nobility on the little 

Levite, which all the poſſeſſions on 

Mount Ephraim could not countervail 
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Hannah 3 herſelf before. the 
Lord at a former ſolemnity with bitter 
crying and tears; ſhe © went forth then 

* weeping, bearing precious ſeed, ſhe 
© cometh again rejoicing, bringing her 
« ſheaves with her; for they that ſow 
in tears ſhall reap in joy.” She _  - 
ſents herſelf before the Lord, but nei- 
ther with a contracted heart nor an 
empty hand. The law demanded for 
God the firſt-born of every creature. 
The whole tribe of which Samuel was 

a ſon, was accepted in place of the firſt- 
born of all Iſrael, and the firſt-born of 
her family might be redeemed by the 
ſubſtitution of a victim, Thus clearly 
was 
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was: the ſpirit- of the goſpel inculcated 
by the inſtitutions of the law, and the = 
doctrine of the atonement through the 
blood of the: © lamb flain from the 
foundation of the world, was taught 
unto them as it 1s taught unto us. 
Throughout we ſee the innocent ſuffer- 
ing for the guilty; from the ſacrifice of 
Abel down to the ſacrifice on Mount 
Calvary, of © the juſt fuffering for the 
* unjuſt, that he * . us unto 
G00" + „„ 
With what mixed emotions muſt an 
Iſraelitiſh parent, of any ſenſibility, have 
preſented this ſacrifice? Behold the 
darling child, the firſt-born led to the 
altar, but not to bleed and die: no, 
that innocent lamb, that bullock in the 
prime of life, is to bleed and die in his 
ſtead; and, mournful to reflect, though 
religion does not now demand ſuch ſa- 
crifices, neceſſity and the appetites of 
men conſtantly require them, and we 
behold the whole brute © creation groan- 
ing and travelling in pain together,” 
= | to 
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the pleaſure, or with their fleſh to ſatisfy 
the need of a creature much more cri- 
minal than themſelves; and, as if that 
were too little, ſubjected to the cruelty 
and caprice of rational beings, become 


him of what he had probably forgotten, 
but was of too much moment to her- 
ſelf ever to be permitted to fall into 
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to perform the drudgery, miniſter to 


greater brutes than themſelves, 


With the confidence of true goodneſs 


Hannah now addreſſes Eli, and reminds 


oblivion. Eli had only ſeen her lips 


move, but heard not the words ſhe 
pronounced; and the violent emotion 
in which ſhe was, had conveyed very 


foul ſuſpicions to his mind. Theſe, with 


the dignity and calmneſs of conſcious 
Innocence, ſhe repelled; and aſſured 
him in general terms that what he had 
 unkindly miſtaken for the effect of wine, 
was the agitation of an afflited ſpirit, 

pouring out its anguiſh before God; 

but the ſubject of her prayer ſhe ſtill 
kept within her own breaſt. There was. 

| th ene; 


of 
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then no witneſs of her vow * God LECT. 


| XVII. 


and her own conſcience; and that was ” 


enough; it was recorded in heaven; 
and- an honeſt mind will find itſelf N 


equally bound by a reſolution formed 
in ſecret, as by an oath adminiſtred in 
the face of an aſſembled world. With 


| what holy exultation does ſhe now de- 


clare her engagement, exhibit the ſa- 


cred pledge of it, and proceed to the 
public and ſolemn diſcharge of it! © She 
brought the child to Eli, and ſaid, 


«0 my lord, as thy ſoul liveth, my 
* lord, I am the woman that ſtood by 


| © thee here, praying unto the Lord. 
For this child I prayed; and the Lord 


& hath given me my petition which I 
* aſked of him. HO ſweetly affect- 


ing are the effuſions of nature, when 


aided and animated by devotion! How 
religion ennobles and dignifies every 


character, how it places every other 


quality in its faireſt and moſt favourable 


point of view! How well it is adapted 


V Ver. 25—27. 


Vol. VI. - Ff to 
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to every ſeaſon and ſituation of life! 


lt was this which fortified Hannah againſt 


the bitter inſults and reproaches of her 


. mercileſs adverſary, and preſerved her 
from rendering railing for railing. I 
Vas this which taught her ſelf-govern- 
ment, ſo that ſhe diſturbed not the ſo- 


lemnity of the feaſt with womaniſh com- 


plaints, but covered a ſorrowful heart 
with a ſerene countenance. It was this 


which carri&d her to the houſe of the 


Lord, for light, comfort and relief. It 


was this which carried her with reputa- 
tion and advantage through the fir 
dutics of a mother; and exhibited, in 
one, the affectionate, wife, the tender 


parent, the devout worſhipper. This 


filled her heart and inſpired her tongue, 
in preſenting her offering, in addreſſing 


the high prieſt, in raiſing her ſong of 


praiſe. And this will communicate 
luſtre, value and importance on every 
female character, whether knovn to the 


world, or overlooked by it; in the ſe- 


crecy of the family, or in the celebrity : 
of the temple. There is a God who 


« ſeeth 
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Fſeeth in ſecret, and vil reward 
Fc — 


Eli repeats a cordial Amen to her 
pious purpoſe, accepts the precious truſt 


LE C . 
XVIII. 


— 


committed unto him, and bends his 


knees in joyful acknowledgement of 


that God who had been multiplying his 


mercy to this family, and building up 


the houſe of Iſrael, And it is not long 


before he finds that this young Naza- 
rene, was provided of God, and inſtruct- 


ed of his mother, to rectify the diſorders 


of his own houſe, and to ſupply the 
place of a degenerate race of prieſts, 
ripe for deſtruction and doomed to it, 
and ready to bring down a father's 
Y. grey 855 with ſorrow to * grave.” 


Hansen Ag of praiſe, which fol. 


lows at length in the opening of the 


next chapter, merits, on many accounts, a 
ſeparate and particular conſideration. It 


poſſeſſes all the majeſty, grace and beauty 


of ancient oriental poetry. It is one of 


the happieſt effuſions of an excellent 
F ES: * 


| 


LECT. 
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female heart labouring under a grateful 


— ſenſe of the higheſt obligations. It pre- 


ſents and impreſſes ſome of the juſteſt 


and moſt intereſting views of Divine 


Providence, and, what is above all, it 
_ diſcloſes one of the cleareſt and moſt 
diſtinct proſpetts of the coming, perſon 


and character of Mefia/, the Prophet 


of prophets, King of kings, Lord of 
lords. Yes, Chriſtians, for this pro- 
pheteſs was reſerved the honour of firſt 
f pronouncing in ſacred ſong, that © name 


“ which is as ointment poured forth, 7 
which angels mention with wonder and 
reverence, and which the whole com- 
pany of the redeemed ſhall. one day 


proclaim with © joy unſpeakable and 


full of glory;* Mzss1am the anointed 
of the Lord—whom the world ſo long 
expected, who in the fulneſs of time 
appeared, whom unbelieving Jews re- 


fuſed to acknowledge; whom they de- 


ſpiſed, rejected, crucified, and put to 
death; whom © God has exalted a 


prince and. Saviour to give repent- 
«© ance and the remiſſion of ſins;“ to 


whoſe 
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whoſe ſecond coming the courſe of na- 
ture, the evolutions of Providence, the 
hopes and. fears of every heart of man, 
the earneſt expectation of the creature, 
and the hand-writing of God in Serip- 
ture, all; all dirottly 3 


LECT; 
XVIII. 


8 


The next Lecture will be an attempft 


to illuſtrate, and practically to improve, 
Hannah's ſong of praiſe. May we bring 
to it a portion of that ſpirit which in- 
ſpired the lips of her who ſung, and di- 


refted the pen of him who wrote. Let 


me conclude the preſent, with calling 
on every one preſent, to recolle&t per- 


ſonal obligations, and to walk ſuitably 
to them. Call to remembrance vows 


formed on a bed of languiſhing, in the 
hour of difficulty, in the inftant of dan- 


1 at the table of the Lord: and thank 


ully pay them: as knowing that “it is 


© better not ts vow, than to vow and 


& not to Pay.” 


Deſire more earneſtly the beſt gifts; 


rival, heavenly, eternal bleſſings. By 
1 | all 
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all means, in your vows, ſtipulate for 


your, portion of preſent and temporal 


good things, ſaying with Jacob, If 
God will be with me, and will keep 
* me in this way that I go, and will 
* give me bread to eat, and raiment to 
0 put on; ſo that I come again to my 
<« father's houſe in peace: then ſhall the 


„Lord be my God;”*—and with Han- 


nah, pouring out the bitterneſs of an op- 
preſſed heart before God, and begging 
relief of the Father of mercies, ſaying, 
« O Lord of Hoſts, if thou wilt indeed 


look on the affliction of thine hand- 


ce maid, and remember me, and not for- 
get thine handmaid.” —But forget not 
withal, to ſtipulate, with Solomon, for 


*an underſtanding heart,” to prize and 


to improve mercies already beſtowed; 


and with Jabez, calling on the God of 


Iſrael, ſaying, © Oh that thou wouldeſt 


e bleſs me indeed,—and that thine hand 
might be with me, and that thou 
“ wouldeſt keep me from evil that it 


* may not grieve me. — 


* Geneſis xxviii. 20, 21. 


Hannah 


„ — ul 
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Hannah promiſed to devote to the 
Lord the child which ſhould be given 
her; and ye have ſolemnly engaged to 
yield yourſelves unto God; and * ye 


are not your Own, for ye are bought 


* with a price.” © I beſeech you there- 
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye preſent your bodies a living 


« ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 


LY 


LECT, 
XVIII. 
— —-— 


« which is your reaſonable ſervice. And 


be not conformed to this world: but 


be ye transformed by the renewing of 


your mind, that ye may prove what 


« js that good and acceptable and ow 
> fett will of God. "Y 


Romans xii. I, 2, 


Ff, LECTURE. 


i 
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* 


THE MOTHER OF SAMUEL. 


* 


t „ U ER 3 


1 SAMUEL ii. 1—10. 


AND HANNA PRAYED, AND SAID, MY HEART 


REJOICETH IN THE LORD: MINE HORN 18 


EXALTED IN THE LORD, MY MOUTH Is Ex- 
LARGED OVER MINE ENEMIES: BECAUSE I 


REJOICE IN THY SALVATION. THERE is 
NONE HOLY AS THE LORD: FOR THERE IS 
NONE BESIDE THEE: NEITHER IS THERE 


ANY ROCK LIKE OUR GOD. TALK NO MORE 


SO EXCEEDING PROUDLY; LET NOT ARRO- 
GANCY COME OUT OF YOUR MOUTH: FOR 


THE LORD 1s A GOD or KNOWLEDGE, AND 
BY HIM ACTIONS ARE WEIGHED. THE BOWS 


OF THE MIGHTY MEN ARE BROKEN, AND 
THEY THAT STUMBLED ARE GIRDED WITH 
STRENGTH. THEY THAT WERE FULL HAVE 
HIRED OUT THEMSELVES FOR BREAD; AND 
THEY THAT WERE HUNGRY CEASED; S0 


THAT THE BARREN HATH BORN SEVEN; 


AND SHE THAT HATH MANY CHILDREN 18 


WAXED 


/ 
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LECT. + wAXED FEEBLE. THE LORD'KILLETH, AND 
8 „ MAKETH ALIVE: HE BRINGETH DOWN TO 
THE GRAVE, AND BRINGETH UP. THE LORD 
MAKETH POOR, AND MAKETH RICH: HE 
' BRINGETH LOW, AND LIFTETH UP. HE 
RAISETH UP THE POOR OUT OF THE DUST, 
AND LIFTETH UP THE BEGGAR FROM THE 
DUNGHILL, TO SET THEM AMONG PRINCES, 
AND TO MAKE THEM INHERIT THE THRONE 
' OF GLORY : FOR THE PILLARS OF THE EARTH 
ARE THE LORD'S, AND HE HATH SET THE 
WORLD UPON THEM. HE WILL KEEP THE 
FEET OF HIS SAINTS, AND THE WICKED 
SHALL BE SILENT IN DARKNESS: FOR BY 
STRENGTH SHALL NO MAN PREVAIL. THE 
' ADVERSARIESOF THE LORD SHALL BE BROKEN 
TO PIECES: OUT OF HEAVEN SHALL HE THUN- 
DER UPON THEM: THE LORD SHALL JUDGE | 
THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; AND HE SHALL 
GIVE STRENGH UNTO HIS KING, AND EXALT 
THE HORN OF HIS ANOINTED. 


JX man, the n. of creation, 
are diſcernible various kinds of 
life, diſtin& from each other, yet moſt 
wonderfully blended and united, ſo as 
40 form one great and aſtoniſhing whole. 
— The animal, the intellectual, the moral 
life: to which we add, in man as he 
came from the hands of his Creator, 


and 
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and in man * renewed” by grace in LECT. . 


XIX. 


* the ſpirit of his mind,” the ſpiritual —— 


and divine life, the dawning light, the 


earneſt and pledge, the celeſtial OTE 


of everlaſting life. 


The firſt af theſe we enjoy in common 
with the beaſts that periſh. Like theirs, 
our bodies grow and decline. Like 
them we are led by ſenſe and appetite, 


and are ſuſceptible of pleaſure and pain. 


And, like them, we aroſe out of the earth, 
are ſupported by it, and feel ourſelves 
| returning tc to it again. 


N * 


The ſecond, or intellectual life, raiſes 
man far above every other animal. He 


poſſeſſes the power of thought, that pro- 
ductive faculty of the Almighty; that 
image of God in our nature. He con- 
templates, compares, reflects, reaſons, 
plans, performs. By means of this he 
exerciſes dominion over all other crea- 
tures. Inferior to many, in ſome re- 
ſpects, by this he renders himſelf ſupe- 
rior to-all; and reduces all their powers 
fo 2 tO 


* 
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| LECT. to the Ws age and obedience of him- 
| XIX. | 


The moral life places man in ſociety; 
connects him with intelligent beings 
like himſelf; opens a capacious field of 
duty and of enjoyment; ſtamps him an 
object of approbation or blame, of re- 
ward or puniſhment. 


The divine life unites man to the 
Author and Supporter of his exiſtence, 
the ſource of all his comforts; the foun- 
dation of all his hopes; the witneſs and 
the judge of all his actions; the avenger 
of all unrighteouſneſs, © the rewarder 
of them who diligently ſeek him.” 


To Adam, as an animal, God ſaid, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and reple- 
W * nifh the earth: Behold I have given 
8 « you every herb bearing ſeed, which 
* 1s upon the face of all the earth; and 

* every tree in the which is the fruit of 

«a tree; yielding ſeed; to you it ſhall 

be for meat. 


1 
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In Adem the intellectual life dif- 
covered itſelf, when the Lord God 
brought unto him every beaſt of the 


* field and every fowl of the air, to ſee 
« what he would call them; and what- 


* ſoever Adam called every living crea- 
© ture, that was the name thereof.” 


—God having . 1mplanted a principle 
of moral life in man, ſaid, It is not 


good that the man ſhould be alone; 1 
will make him an help-meet for him;” 


he took the man, and put him into 
* the garden of Eden, to dreſs it and to 
© keep it; and commanded the man, ſay- 


ing, of every tree of the garden, thou 
* mayeſt freely eat: But of the tree of 


the knowledge of good and evil, thou 
« ſhalt not eat of it. For in the day 


© that thou eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt 


1 ſurely die.“ 


In Adem the ſpiritual and divine life 
he perſected, when © God created 
e man in his own image.” It was ex- 


tinguiſhed and loſt when by tranſ- 
greſſion 


LECT, 
XIX. 


on _ J 
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greſſion he fell; it was revived by the 
promiſe of the Meſſiah and ſalvation 


through his blood; and it will be com- 
pletely recovered when the image of 


God is reſtored r the * of 


| . | 


All theſe Mirae kinds of life ive 


their ſeveral and correſponding exprel- 
ſions; and according as. any one Pre- 


vails; ſuch is the character of the man. 


When the habitual cry is, What ſhall 
eat, what ſhall I drink, and where- 


% withal ſhall I be clothed?” it is eaſy 


to determine What life is predominant: 


it is eaſy to diſcern when the brute runs 


away with the man. Solomon may be 


given as an inſtance of the prevalence 
of intellectual life. He looked through 


nature, and “ ſpake of trees, from the 


“ cedar- tree that is in Lebanon, even 


* unto the hyſſop that ſpringeth out of 


* the wall; he ſpake alſo of beaſts, 
and of fowls, and of creeping things, 
and of fiſhes.” His wiſdom excelled 


« the wiſdom of all the children of the 
| 66 eaſt : 
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« eaſt country, and all the wiſdom of . 5 EF 
Egypt.“ — The Pſalmiſt has preſented wy— 


us with an exquiſite repreſentation of 
the moral life of man, (would to God 
it were more frequently realized, ) in the 
fifteenth Pſalm, He that walketh up- 
„ rightly, and worketh righteouſneſs, 
and ſpeaketh the truth in his heart. 
« He that backbiteth not with his tongue, 
* nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor 
* taketh up a reproach againſt his neigh- 
„ bour; in whole eyes a vile perſon is 
4 contemned: but he honoureth them 
6 that fear the Lord: he that ſweareth 
to his own hurt, and changeth not. 
He that putteth not out his money to 
* uſury, nor taketh reward againſt the 
0 innocent. He that doeth theſe things 
* ſhall never be moved.”* Where ſhall 
we look for an example of the higheſt 
life of man, 'the life of God in the ſoul? 
Nature ſtands filent, the whole world 
lies dead; it preſents every kind of life 
but this. Where is the model to which 


Ver. 2—5. 


4 


448 HISTORY OP HANNAH. 


LECT. to refer? Where is the idea of this 
= moſt exalted excellence of our nature? 


It is to be found. I came not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that 
« ſent me.” I ſeek not mine own glory, 
ee hut the glory of him who ſent me.” 
Read and ponder the ſeventeenth chap- 
ter of John's goſpel, and diſcover the au- 
thor, the example, the giver of this di- 


vine life; and aſpire after a participation 
of "OO 8 


We have ſome of theſe holy aſpira- 
tions in the paſſage now read. We 
behold a ſpirit alive unto God; ſinking 
the creature in the Creator; diſcerning 
God in every object, and in every event 
that ariſes; referring all things to Him 
* who doth according to his will in the 
<« armies of heaven, and among the in- 
* habitants of the earth.” Let us blend 
our ſpirits, with that of pious Hannah, 
and may God grant us to know and feel 

the happineſs of having fellowſhip with 
the Father, and with his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


% Hannah 
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Hannah prayed.” ” In allliction ſhe LE £7 7. 


| prayed; and in proſperity ſhe prayed. 
Tears and {miles are not more the ex- 
preſſion of their correſponding emotions, 
than ſupplication and thankſgiving ure 


of that life which dictates them, in a 


ſuitableneſs to the various aſpetts of Di- 
vine Providence. Sorrow is no longer 
ſorrow when it. is poured out into the 
boſom of ſympathy and tenderneſs. 
Every joy is multiplied an hundred fold 
by every communication of it to the ear 
and the heart of friendſhip. Hannah 
prays, © and her countenance is no more 
« ſad.” She reſtores her earneſtly ex- 
pected ſon to God; and is infinitely en- 
riched by the reſtitution. Whether the 
child cry for relief, or expreſs its grati- 


tude by careſſes and looks of ſatisfaction, 
it is equally grateful and ſoothing to the 


fond parental heart. And will the great 
God, in very deed vouchſafe to make 
himſelf known to us by the name of 
the hearer of prayer? Is he exalted to 
ſhew mercy? Can he be pleaſed with the 


effuſions of a thankful heart? Thought- 


. FT leſs, 


* 
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LEC by leſs, / inconſiderate- creatures: that we 
— are; blind to our higheſt intereſt, dead 


to our pureſt joy! We ſee nothing of 


God in that diſtreſs, in that deliverance. 


We attended to the creature only, and 


therefore found no comfort. We en- 
dured without hope, and we enjoyed 
without reliſh. Happy foul, that can 
command itſelf to peace, and ſay, I 
have poured out my anguiſh before the 
Lord, I have caſt all my care upon him, 


my burden is no longer mine but his. 
„Return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for 


* the Lord hath dealt bountifully Wit 


„ thee. He hath delivered my foul 0 


3 from death, mine eyes from tears, and E: 


"oF feet from falling.” 


In the firſt tranſports of her joy, Han- 


nah forgets every thing but the. glortous 
object of it. The inſults of Peninnah, 
her delight in Samuel, ſtand for a while 
ſuſpended; they are loſt and forgotten 


in the contemplation of Him, who had 


delivered her from the one, and beſtow- 


ed the other upon her. But God, as he 


15 


is in Kiniſelf, cannot any be a an cub of L Bi c Ta 
contemplation to montals. It is only by — 
what he doth, that he can be known, 
and loved, and enjoyed by us. The 
ſoul ſprings up to God, is inſtantiy res 
pelled and overwhelmed: by Behr f in 
— acceſſible und full of glory, and ſeeks 
relief and Employment in ſurveying the 
ways: and works of God. "I ; 


«My heart rejoined + in 1 Lord.” p, 
But who is this king of glory?” The 
ſpirit ſhrinks with reverence from the 
enquiry; and the heart ſweetly ſlides 
into the obſervation and acknowledge- 
ment of what an incomprehenſible E 5 
hovah hath done. © Mine horn is — 1 
«ed in the Lord.” © The horn, in e 
Scripture. e is the emblem of 5 
ſtrength and empire. She was till nor 
undiſtinguiſned, unprized, unimportant 
in Ifrael; a wife, without the honour N 
of being a mother. But now ſhe has | 
riſen into luſtre, and place, and pre- 
bern Her Samuel is to her a 
© crown: of glory and a diadem for 
Gg 2 beauty!“ 


pra | 8 
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LECT. « beauty!” She had power with God 


XIX 


— and prevailed; ſhe aſked, and God 


granted her requeſt. This is naturally 


blended in her mind, with the deriſion 
and cruel mocking which ſhe had en- 
dured. For the very devotions of fallen 
creatures muſt ſavour of the 


he calamities 
to which they are expoſed, and the im- 


perfection in which they are involved. 

Both nature and piety accordingly con- 
cur in dictating the expreſſion of thank- 
fulneſs which follows, © My mouth 18 


* enlarged over mine enemies:” Here 


the woman ſpeaks; but the ſaint in- 
ſtantly ſubjoins, © * becauſe 1 rejoice in 


oy Oy ſalvation.” 


Wü the life of Gol is completely. 


formed in the ſoul, every particle of 
human corruption ſhall be purged away. 
There ſhall be no feeling, nor recollec- 


tion, of unkindneſs or enmity. And in 


| proportion as evil affections are rooted 


out, and kind affections are implanted, 
cheriſhed, and promoted, ſo is the image 


| of God — renewed and pre- 


ſerved. 


» \ | 1 
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ſerved. The love of God perfected LECT. 
ſhall obliterate and efface every trace 3 
of reſentment _— man. 


After; a ſhort vibration on this ſtring, 

the heart of the worſhipper ſeems to 

recur with increaſed complacency and 

delight to a worthier ſubject of medi- 

tation, and loſes itſelf in infinite perfec- 

tion. There is none holy as the Lord; 

« for there is none beſide thee; neither , 

is there any rock like our God.” 

When ve attempt to meditate udn 
God, thought fails. When we attempt A 

to addreſs ourſelves to him, language ” 
fails. In vain do we look round fora 

ſimilitude that may enable us to forma | 

clearer perception of his nature. It is 5 4 

his glory to be ſingle and alone; to defy 9 

and prevent every idea of reſemblance : ; 

or compariſon. - When the whole world 

of nature 1s explored, when all the pow- 

ers of nature are exhauſted, the foul falls 

back upon itſelf, ſhrinks into nothing 

from the daring attempt, and exclaims, 

There is none beſide thee,” © there is 

WES none 


1 T. * none holy as the Lord.” v Who can 


* 
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£ find out. * . unto n 


0 * tion!” 7 


Hannah awakes from this holy rap- 
ture, to contemplate this incomprehen- 


| fible Jehovah, as exerciſing an intelli- 


gent, uncontrolable, irreſiſtible autho- 


_ rity over all the ways of men; as the 


wiſe and righteous Governor of the 


world, whom none can ſucceſsfully op- 


poſe, from whoſe notice none can poſli- 


bly conceal himſelf. * Talk no more 


© ſo exceeding. proudly: let not arro- 
*. gancy come out of your mouth: for 
e the Lord is a God of knowledge, and 


by him actions are weighed. The bows 
* of the mighty men are broken, and 


ff they that ſtumbled are girded with 


Fc ftrength.”* | Behold the cure of pride. 


There is a God on high, from whom 
deſcended every advantage which one 
poſſeſſes above another, who carefully 


notes the uſe that is made of his benefits, 


L Ver, 3, 4¹ ft 
L and 
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Z and will demand an account of. them; 


who -* ſeeth the proud afar off, but has 


5 reſpect unto. the lowly.” By him 


14 8 3 8.0 130 4 
* t : 
1 FO os 
- - 4 4 4 
] n 1 


« aftions are weighed;” they are Judged, 5 


not according to their apparent circum- 
ſtances, nor the maxims of the world, 


nor the rank of the parties concerned, 


but according to truth, according to the 


real merit or demerit of the action, ac- 


cording to the thoughts and intent of 


the heart. Thus is the mouth of arro- 


gancy effectually ſnut, and the whole 
world laid low in the duſt before a 


holy and righteous God. The bows 


* of the mighty men are 3 and 


* they. that ſtumbled are girt with 
« ſtrength.” Even in this world, © the 


“Lord maketh himſelf known by the 
« judgements which he executes; ; and 


cauſeth men to change conditions, and 


turneth the world upſide down. The 
affairs of men, like the frame of nature, 


are in a ſtate of perpetual revolution, 5; 
and the hiſtory of mankind is fimply an 


account of the riſe and depreſſion 
wretched mortals by means not of their. 


8 


POPPY 
XIX. 
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own contrivance, by events which they 


— could not foreſee, and over which they 


Others, as unaccountably riſe into dif- 


had no power. The victor of to day is 
to-morrow a, captive, and he who now 
leth *<* among the pots, ſhall come forth 


*as the wings of a dove covered with 
„ ſilver, and her feathers with: roars. 


\ gold. . 


The greater part of Hannah's ſoukg of 


praiſe is employed in making a more 
enlarged diſplay of the wiſdom and juſ- 
tice of the Divine Providence in the go- 
vernment of the world. © They that 


« were full have hired Themes out 


&« for bread. Some are born to eaſe 


and affluence, and through indolence, 


inattention or prodigality, reduce them- 
ſe,ves to want. Some acquire wealth 
by frugality and induſtry, But however 
gotten, it is but an uncertain poſſeſſion, - 


and we daily ſee multitudes, not through 


any apparent fault of their own, ©* wax- 


*<ing poor and falling into decay.” 


tinction and opulence. There is an un- 


ſeen 
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5 ſeen hand which gives and takes" away. 
In proſperity there is no ground of HS. W 
lence and triumph; in ageing tp no rea- 
: hoe to Sr, p6 | 
- Uber own peculiar Felicity ahi pre- 
| ferns itſelf to view, and the incenſe of 
_ praiſe aſcends to heaven. The barren 
* hath born ſeven, and ſhe that hath 
© many children is waxed feeble.“ There 
is a Jewiſh legend which faith, that for 
every child that Hannah bore, one of 
Peninnah's died. It. is a mere conjec- 
ture; Hannah's triumphant ſong is rather 
a proof of the contrary. She diſcovers 
a ſpirit too excellent, in other reſpects, 
to permit us to ſuppoſe her capable of 
rejoicing in the devaſtation which the 
hand of God had wrought, much leſs 
in the deſtruction of her own huſband's 
family. That heart muſt be loſt to 
every feeling of humanity, loſt to de- 
cency, loſt to the fear of God, who can 
make the calamity of another, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch a calamity, a ground of ſelf. | 
gratulation, and Fockhplacency, or a ſub- 


ject 


LECT. 


XIX. 


458 | nisronv or HANNAH. 
je& of thankſgiving to a boly and mer- 


—— Cul God, as if he could become a party 


to our petty jealouſies and contentions, 


No, a ſpirit ſo regulated as hers, ſo pa- 
tient under mortification, ſo long nur- 


tured in the ſchool of affliction, ſo ob-. 
ſervant of, and ſubmiſſive to the will of 


Providence, could not taſte the morta- 
lity of even Peninnah's children as a 


ſource of joy. Her expreſſions amount 
to no more than a devout and humble 
acknowledgement of unerring wildom, 
of unimpeachable juſtice, in conducting 
all the affairs of this world: in building 
up families, and in bringing them low; 
in exerciſing an abſolute right of ſove- 
reignty, which will not be compelled to 
give account of its matters to any one. 


The gift of children is not always with- 
held in anger, nor. beſtowed in kind- 


neſs, as the character and hiſtory of Eli's 
family will W evince. 


She proceeds to purſue the ſame idea 


of a divine ſuperintendence in every 


thing, through a variety of particulars 


ſirkingly 
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Arikingly contraſted one with another, I TIN 
all aiming at the ſame end: all caleu- CERES 
lated to enforce the ſame practical leſſon. 
The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: 
he bringeth down to the grave, and 8 
4 bringeth up, The Lord maketh 
e and maketh rich: he bringeth tw: 
s and lifteth up. He raiſeth up the 
* poor out of the duſt, and hfteth up +» 
the beggar from the dunghill, to ſet 
them among princes,” and to make 
them inherit the throne of glory; 
« for the pillars of the earth are the 
Lord's, and he hath ſet the world upon 
„ them. He will keep the feet of his 
e ſaints, and the wicked ſhall be filent 
in darkneſs: for by e hall u. my : 
man nn nd 


10 thi e of her forg, Hun; 
. ak! raps into futurity, no doubt by the 
ſpirit of prophecy, contemplatts the final 
conſummation of the great myſtery of 
dee as ne in a n 


F Ver. 11 


ment 
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ment of univerſal order; in the ſup. 


preſſion and puniſhment of vice; and 
in the- unchangeable and permanent 


glory of a Redeemer's kingdom. The 


ſame hand which balances the ſpheres, 
which conducts all the affairs of men, 


which preſerves harmony and prevents 
confuſion, in both the natural and moral 


worlds, ſhall at length, by another Al- 
mighty. fat, © make all things new.” 


Then © the adverſaries of the Lord 


* ſhall be broken to pieces: out of hea- 


«yen ſhall he thunder upon them.”— 


But who may abide the day of his 
* coming? and who ſhall ſtand when 


t he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's 
fire; and he ſhall fit as a refiner and 


66 © purifier of ſilver,” Chaſtiſement ſhall, 


therefore, be preceded by righteous 


_ judgement, that every mouth may be 
ſtopped before God. The Lox ſhall 
judge the ends of the earth.” Now 
theſe words of the prophetic mother of 
Samuel, taken in connection with the 
clearer and fuller diſplay of a judgement 
te: ROME, in the writings of the New 

Teſtament, 


1 * : N wo BY : 5 1 
| . t ; 


a SES --* 
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Teſtament, clearly point out that glori- 
ous and divine perſon, in whoſe hallow- 
ed name the ſong terminates—God's 


U L 4 
—— 
. , 5 f , 8 5 . 


Anointed. A woman was honoured firſt 


to announce the Saviour of the world, 

under that deſcription; and a ſucceſſion 
of prophets henceforward hold it up to 
the eyes of ſucceeding generations, as 
* all their ſalvation, and all their deſire.“ 


Samuel, David, Ifaiah, Daniel, Habak- 


kuk, each in his day proclaims the ap- 


proach of this King of Glory, of whom 
all who were anointed with material oil, 
whether as prieſts, or prophets, or kings, 
were but a ſhadow; and in whoſe ſupe- 
rior luſtre they diſappear, as the light of 
the ſtars is abſorbed in the ſplendour of 
the ſun. The propheteſs celebrates Jz- 
Hovan who * ſhall judge the ends of 


* the earth, as that King” to whom 


all authority is committed, to whom all 
e ſtrength is given, as that © anointed 
One, Meſſiah the prince, whoſe © horn” 
| ſhould be finally © exalted,” and before 
the brightneſs of whoſe coming, all diſ- 


order, h. and miſery ſhall flee 


away; 


= : - 
* 23 
EE 


— 
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1 E £ * away; who ſhall firſt judge the ends 
w—— * of the earth,” and then ROE for ever” 


and ever. 
| And IO is the voice oP this is holy 
woman, near twelve hundred years be- 
fore Mefliah's day, in perfect uniſon | 
with the tongue of Chriſt himſelf, and 
of the apoſtles of the Lord, after his 
aſcenſion into heaven, and the deſcent 
of the Holy Spirit. © The Father judg- 
eth no man; but hath committed all 
6 « judgement unto the Son: that all men 
* ſhould honour the Son, even as they 
* honour the Father. He that honour- 
* eth not the Son, honoureth not the 
Father which hath ſent him. God 
% now commandeth all men every where 
* to repent: becauſe he hath appointed 
"a day in the which he will judge the 
© world in righteouſneſs by that man 
whom he hath ordained; whereof he 
« hath given aſſurance unto all men, in 
As that he hath ratſed - him from the 


John v. 22, 23. 


e dead.“ 
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9 dead. ms The kingdoms. of this L LAS | 
«world are become the kingdoms of — 
4 our Lord, and of his Chriſt; and he 

« ſhall reign for ever and ever. 1 And 

ſuch, in every age, is the native ex- 

preſnon of a ſoul alive to God, the na- 
tural aſpiration of the Fpiritual and 1 - 

vine life. 1 „„ 


7 
* 
1 


l 5 Art thou, O man, through grace a 
yy partaker of it? You ſhall know it by 
its fruits.“ As it increaſes, corruption | 
dies. If Chriſt be in you, the body is 

dead becaufe of fin, but the Spirit is 
life becauſe of righteouſneſs. ro 
be deſtitute of this life, in whatever 

ſtate of perfection the intellectual life 
may be, is to be under the power of 
everlaſting death, a death of treſpaſſes 
and ſins. But if its very firſt breathings 
are felt, however feebly, it is a new 
creation begun, it is © Chriſt in you, the 

** hope of glory.” Attempts will be 

made to extinguiſh it, but in vain. Like 


* AQs xvii. 30, 31. Oy t Rev. xi, 15. 


AF 
2 


Romans viii. 10. 
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its Author it is immortal. It may be 
5 it may be ſuſpended, It may, 
at ſeaſons, lie dormant, but it cannot 


expire. It doth not always make itſelf 


ſenſible to the eyes and ears of the 
world; for the believer's © life is hed 


„ ith Chriſt in God.“ But 27 hen 


«Chriſt, who is our life, ſhall appear, 
4 then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in 


* glory.“ Beloved, now are we the 


* ſons of God, and 1t doth not yet ap- 
* pear what we ſhall be: but we know 
that, when he ſhall appear, we ſhall 


* he like him; for) we ſhall ſee him as. 
ce he 1 18. ＋ ö * * 


» "of 


o W. 4 k John ij. 2, 
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1 SAM VEL ii. Fay i 


21 Pg * 


vor SAMUEL MINISTRED BEFORE "THE 10RD, 
BEING A CHILD, GIRDED WITH A LINEN _ 


EPHOD. MOREOVER - HIS MOTHER MADE 


HIM A LITTLE COAT, .AND BROUGHT IT ro 
HIN FROM YEAR TO YEAR, WHEN SHE CAME | 
UP WITH HER HUSBAND TO OFFER THE YEAR- 


LY SACRIFICE. AND ELI BLESSED. ELKANAH 


AND HIS WIFE, AND SAID, THE LORD GIVE 


THEE SEED OF THIS WOMAN, FOR THE LOAN 


WHICH IS LENT TO THE LORD, 


| AND THEY 
WENT UNTO THEIR OWN HOME. 


LORD VISITED HANNAH, SO THAT SHE CON- 


CEIVED, AND BARE. THREE SONS AND. TWQ 
' DAUGHTERS. 


AND THE CHILD - SAMUEL 
GREW BEFORE THE LORD. . 3 


Ti chaviicr of moſt” men is Y "TY 


ed and fixed, before it is appre- 


 hended, that ts have, or can have, 


Vor. VI. H h 


any 


AND THE 
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** 
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1 


466 — nI8TORY OF HANNAH. 
LS c T. any character at all. Many vainly and 
Ton fatally imagine, that the few firſt years 
of life may be diſpoſed of as you pleaſe: 
that a little negle& may eaſily be re- 
paired, that a little irregularity may 
eaſily be rectified. This is ſaying in . 
other words, © never regard the morn- 
© ing; ſleep it, trifle it, riot it away; 
ce alittle cloſer application at noon will 
recover the loſs.” © The ſpring re- 
turns, the flowers appear upon the 
* earth, the time of the linging of birds 
* is come. No matter; it is ſoon enough 
to think of the labours of ſpring. 
Sing with the birds, ſkip with the 
„ fawn, the diligence of a more ad- 
_ * vanced, more propitious ſeaſon will 
* n every thing round; and the 
„year ſhall be crowned with the horn 
of plenty.” A ſingle ray of reaſon is 
ſufficient to detect and expoſe ſuch ab- 
ſurdity; yet human conduct exhibits it, 
in almoſt univerſal prevalence. Infancy 
and childhood are vilely caſt away; 
the morning is loſt; the ſeed time neg- 


lefted—And what is the conſequence? 
ED Allife 
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A life full of confifion arid an old age L BOT. 
full of regret; a day of unneceſſary” 9 


toil, and a night of vexation; a hurried 


— 


ſummer, a meagre autumn, a comfort 


leſs winter. 


12 is the ks of Probi r that 


the heavieſt and moſt important part of 


education ſhould de volve upon the mo- 
ther. It begins before the child is born; 


her paſſions and habits affect the fruit 
of her womb. From her boſom the in- 

fant draws the precious juice of health 
and virtue, or the baleful poiſon of vice 


and diſeaſe. The fleeting period he 


paſſes under the ſhadow of her wing, is is 
a ſeaſon ſacred to wiſdom and piety. If 


the mother lead not her ſon to the hal- 


lowed ſpring, | if ſhe fail to diſcloſe 


to his eager eye and panting heart the 


| lovelineſs of goodneſs, the excellency 


of religion; if ſhe permit the luxuriant 
ſoil to be overrun with briars and thorns, 
in vain will ſhe ſtrive to redeem the loſt 
opportunity, by reſtraints and puniſh- 
ments, 'by precepts and maſters, by 

H h 2 ſchools 


* Den * ee * 5 "Py 
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L F A T. ſchools and colleges, in a more advanced 
—— ſtage of life. The good or the miſchief 
is done by the time he comes out of 


her hands. e LS | 


That Providence which has impoſed 
this employment on the feebler ſex as a 
_ taſk, has moſt graciouſly contrived to 
render it one of the higheſt and moſt 
exquiſite of female comforts; as, in 
truth, all the impoſitions, nay, the very 
chaſtiſements of Heaven are really bleſ 
ſings. Let the woman who has given 
ſuck, tell if ſhe can, © how tender it is 
« to love the babe that milks her.” Aſk | 
that mother if there be any joy like the 
Joy of hearing her child repeat the 
| leſſons which ſhe taught him. Aſk her, 
I il ſhe recollects or regards her pain and 
anguiſh; her anxious days and ſleepleſs 
nights. Aſk her, if all is not forgotten 
and loſt in the progreſs which expand- | 
5 ing faculties have made, and in the 
richer harveſt which they promiſe. Aſk, 
ET | if ſhe has not already received more 
$ tdhan her reward. If the repreſentation 


e 
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: ie caſe be juſt, let i it procure for du- LY Ct. 
tiful mothers the reſpect and gratitude <= 
Which they merit; let it reconcile their 


minds to what is painful and laborious 
in their lot; let it raiſe them to their 
due rank and importance in ſociety; and 
let it ſtimulate them to perſeverance in 
well-doing, in the full aſſurance that 
ward ſhall in no ways loſe their reward. 


6 Arbe Pang af holy TOY on the 
conſideration of which we are now en- | 
tering, is a very affecting repreſentation 
of the effects and conſequences ofa good : 
and a bad education, exemplified in the 
conduct of Hannah, the mother of Sa- 
muel, and of Eli, the father of Hophni 
and Phinehas. —Scripture, inſteadof mul- 
tiplying precept upon precept, leads us 
at once into human life, and exhibits the 
law written in the event. It inſtructs us 
how to bring up children, by delineating 
the dreadful conſequences of exceſſive 
lenity and indulgence on the one hand, 
and the happy fruits of early piety, re- 
gularity and ſelf-government on the 


HM. other 
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L zer. other. This theme, being by far the 
X 
— more pleaſing of the two, and coming in 


more regularly in the order of hiſtory, 
| ſhall obtain the preference, in the courſe 
of our inquiry. Though, indeed, at. 
tention to the one muſt, of neceſſity, 
bring forward the other; and the 
good fortify and recommend ſelf by 

contraſt with the evil, 


5 The rn of Samuel began in 
the pious reſolution of his mother be- 
fore he was conceived in the womb. 
If thou wilt give unto thing handmaid = 
* a man-child, then I will give him unto 
* the Lord all the days of his life.” 
Every parent receives every child under 
a tacit engagement to the ſame purpoſe; 
and the command of God, from the 
moment of the birth, is, Rear that child 
for me.” I have watched over him 
while he lay in darkneſs, © mine eyes 
« ſaw his ſubſtance yet being unperfett; 
in my book all his members were 
* written, which in continuance were 
3 faſhioned, when as yet there was none 


© of 


f them. I added the immortal prin- 


7 ciple to the finiſhed limbs; I ſtamped 
e my image upon him. There my 
6 hand has ſcattered: the ſeeds of wil 
« dom and happineſs; to thy foſtering 


* care I commit that tender plant. 


« Cared for, it will abundantly reward 
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* 


* thy toil; neglected, it will grow into 


«* a ſharp tharn to tear thy fleſh, Every 


2 day, every hour is producing a change 


in it; grow it will and muſt, What 


[1 it grows into, depends on. r 


Of thy hand will I e it.“ 


As Samuel was to 3 ag a Nazarite to 


God from the womb, the law preſeribed 


to the mother certain ceremonial ob- 
ſervances reſpecting her own conduct, 


and the treatment of her own perſon, 


which correſponded to that high deſti- 


nation. Abſtinence, in particular, from 


certain kinds of meat and drink, which 
might eventually affect the bodily or 


mental conſtitution of the unborn in- 
fant, With theſe preſcriptions we have 


no room to doubt Hannah punctually 


H h 4 complied. 
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tt 27 T. comp leg And here we fix the ſecond 55 
—— Auge, or if you will, erect the ſecohd 


pillar of education. The commands of 
God are none of them arbitrary and ca- 
pricious, but founded in reaſon and the 
nature of things. Whatever ſtrongly 
affects the mother during the months of 
. pregnancy, beyond all doubt affects her 
offspring, whether it be violent liquors, 
or violent paſſions. It belongs to ano- 
ther profeſſion than mine to account for 
this, and to determine how far the ſym- : 
pathy goes. But the general belief of 
it would moſt. certainly have a very 

happy effect in procuring attention to 
female health, regularity and tranquil- 
lity in that delicate and intereſting ſitua- 
tion. The comfort of both parent and 
child, to the end of life; what do I ſay? 
through the whole of their exiſtence 
may be concerned 1 in it. . 


As ſoon as Samuel was born, we find 
Hannah devoting undivided attention 
to the firſt and ſweeteſt of maternal 
offices. The woman tarried at home, 

| 5 | and 
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und gave her ſon ſuck until ſhe wean- I k cT. 


v ed him. Nature and inclination « con- 


XX. 


cur in preſſing this duty upon every 


mother. The inſtances Of real inability 


are too few to merit conſideration. 
The performance of it, carries its own 


recompence in its boſom; the ne- 


glekt, is, firſt and laſt, its own puniſh- 


ment. Without conſidering at preſent 


its on ch with the health and com- 
fort of both parties, let us attend for a 
moment to its influence on morals, and 
as conſtituting a branch of educa- 


tion. Is not parental and filial affection 
the firſt bond of ſociety, and the foun- 


dation of all virtue? It is this which 
arms a delicate female with patience 


which no pain nor labour can exhauſt, 
with fortitude which no calamity 88 


ſubdue, with courage which no difficulty 


or danger can intimidate. It is this 


which firſt inſpires the infant purpoſe 


to excel, which blows the ſacred ſpark 
of gratitude into a flame, which firſt 


awakens and animates the latent ſeeds 


of immortality in the human ſoul. The 


1 118 7 ö 
lirſt perception be child, is * Meet 3 


LECT. 
XX. 
* 


be ſo well qualified to communicate 
theſe earlieſt and beſt lefſons, as a mo- 


is cold, indifferent or averſe to you, 
when you ſet the example of coldneſs, 


ſenſe of obligation and dependance: he 


feels himſelf far advanced in a com- 


merce of reciprocal affection the mo- 


ment he becomes conſcious of his ex- 
iſtence; and finds himſelf engaged in 


habits of goodneſs, long before he un- 


derſlands the meaning of words. And 


is it fit that theſe kind affections ſhould 
be transferred to a ſtranger? Who can 


ther? Can you complain that your child 


indifference and averſion, and preferred 


a little eaſe or pleaſure to his health 
and comfort, and what is infinitely more, 


to his early, infant morals? Can you 


hope from a hireling, who muſt have 


renounced nature too, as well as your- 


| ſelf, what God, and nature, and decency, 


and regard to your own real well-being 
have preſſed upon you in vain? It was 
ſo much a primary duty in the eyes of 


Hannah, that her attendance on the du- 
ties 


al 4 A SN 8 


i 
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ties of the ſanctuary at Shiloh gave place LE 


CT. 
XX. 


to it; ſhe revered the ordinance of that 1 


God, who ſays, I will have mercy and 
not ſacrifice;” and religious ſervice is 


interrupted for a ſeaſon, to be reſumed. 


with greater ardour and effect, when 
the duties of life were . dil. 
charged. 


1 $ 


At what age the child was weaned, 


the hiſtory relates not. He remained 
under the tuition of his mother till he 
vas of a proper age to be preſented to 


the Lord, in the place which he had 


choſen to put his name there, and to 
be put under the inſtruction of Eli, and 


prepared for the ſervice of the taber- 


nacle. And we ſhall preſently find that 
he was infinitely more indebted to the 
ſolicitous attentions of a pious mother 


for his progreſs in divine knowledge, 
than he afterwards was to the ſuperin- 


tendance of the high prieſt of Iſrael, 
who knew ſo ill to rule his own houſe, 


and to whom, of a pupil, he became a 


teacher, 


I am 


they will. think and enquire. Their 
queſtions will point out the mode of in- 


＋ 
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I am well aware of the difficulty of 


ranks a plan of religious inſtruction 
for children. —Scripture ſuggeſts the 
happieſt, the moſt obvious, and the moſt 


effectual. It ought to come from the 
children themſelves. They are deſirous 
of information. If left to themſelves, 


ſtruction. Do not be over anxious to 


take the lead, but carefully follow them. 
Their ideas will be directed by what 
they obſerve and feel; and ſtrong facts 


and appearances of nature will make a 


deep and laſting impreſſion upon them. 


He who knows what is in man, has ac- 


cordingly given us, in a particular ex- 


ample, a general rule of proceeding in 


this great article: And it ſhall be when 


thy ſon aſketh thee 1 in time to come, 


„ ſaying, What is this? That thou ſhalt 
* ſay unto him, by ſtrength of hand the 


Lord brought us out of Egypt, from 


G: the h houſe of bondage. And it came to 
” * paſs when Pharoah would hardly let 


* us go, that the Lord ſlew all the firſt- 


66 born 


. · RN 
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_ « bom in the land of: Egypt.“ 1 Was LECT, 8 
| probably thus, that Hannah. inſtructed. | XX. = 


her darling fon; ſtored his memory with; 
intereſting events, and topc ched his heart 
by affecting. repreſentations of che merey 
and judgement of God, exemplified in 
the hiſtory of his on ſore-fathers. 
Milk is che proper food of babes, ſtrong 
meat belongeth to them who are of full 
„ agei;A dry precept is but half under- 
| ſtood, and is ſpeedily forgotten, but ' 
tale of diſtreſs, the triumph of goodneſs 
over malevolence and; oppoſition ; the 
merited ſhame and puniſhment of wick- 
edneſs, is eaſily underſtood, is long 
retained, and its impreſſion is not to be 
cllaced. 

We advance to the funk ſtage af wiſe 
and good education, of which we have 
the pattern before us. The ſame prin- 
ciple which induced Hannah to keep 
her ſon at home for a ſeaſon, and to 
abide with him, conſtrained her to ſend 
him from home, to give up her inte- 
reſt in him, when the ſervice of God, 


and. 
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LECT. and the greater good of the child * 
— manded the ſacrifice. It is juſt the 
_ reverſe of what high life, at leaſt 
with us, daily preſents. You ſhall ſee 
a mother who hardly enquired after her 
child at the time of life when her ten- 
derneſs was moſt neceſſary to him, all 
at once aſſuming the parent, exerciling 
an affected tenderneſs which he no 
longer needs, reducing him to child- 
 , hood after he is becoming a man, and 
3 endeavouring to compenſate by an af- 
ter-growth of affection, the unkindneſs 
and negle& which blighted the early 
bloſſoms of the ſpring. She can ſuf- 
fer him no longer out of her ſight. 
The diſcipline 'which her own wicked- 
neſs has rendered neceſſary to his im- 
provement, is reprobated as cruelty, 
and the poor youth is frequently ruined 
by having at one time no mother at 
all: at another, one too much. I ho- 
nour the firmneſs of Hannah, as much 
as I love her motherly ſoftneſs and at- 
tachment. To poſſeſs with gratitude, 
to cheriſh a worthy object with tender- 
| nels, 


_— _ 
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li ad, to reſign it with ſteadineſz and L 5 ＋. 
magnanimity, is equally an object of 


admiration and eſteem. Obſerve. the 
mixt emotions which animate and cor- 


ret her countenance as ſhe conducts 
her well beloved ſon to the altar. The 


ſaint ſpeaks in that eye, ſparkling with 


delight, as ſhe devotes what ſhe holds 
moſt dear in the world to Him, from 


whom ſhe had by holy importunity 


obtained him; the tear ruſhes to it, and 
all the mother ſtands confeſſed as ſhe 
retires. Piety has prevailed, and pre- 
ſented the offering : nature feels, but 


ſubmits. 


It ĩs eafier to conceive than to deſcribe 
what was the ſtate of her mind as ſhe 


returned from Shiloh to Ramah : the 


anxiety and regret at leaving her Samuel 
behind; the ſatisfaction and delight of 


reflecting in what hands ſhe had left 
him, and to what care ſhe had commit- 
ted him. But we hear of no wild pro- 


Jet formed. of removing the whole 
family to reſide at Shiloh, in order to 


_ indulge 
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indulge a ford mother's partial affection, 


with the continual preſence of her little 


minion. No, the ſame ſpirit of pru- 


dence, the ſame domeſtic regards, the 


ſame ſenſe of duty which once engaged 


her to prefer attention to Samuel, to 
attendance on the ſacred feſtival, now 


engage her to prefer the unoſtentatious 


employments of a wife, and the miſ- 


treſs of a family at Ramah, to the 


ſacredneſs of the tabernacle, and the 


care of an only ſon, a firſt- born. But 


the heart of a mother finds, and flies 
to, the innocent refuge which nature 


pointed out. She employs her mind 


and her hands during the intervals of 
the feaſt, about her abſent ſon; © his 


mother made him a little coat, and 


brought it to him from year to year, 


* when ſhe came up with her huſband 
* to offer the yearly ſacrifice.” O how 
pure, how cheap, how ſatisfying are 
the pleaſures of virtue! No words can 


expreſs the inward, the incommunicable 


Joy of that mother, as her fingers wove 
the threads of that little coat, as her 


eyes 
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| * 


; eyes: faw it grow into ſhape * colour a 
ſtature of | 


and: ſhade, as the 1 
the wearer: rendered the increaſe. of her 
labour neceſſary. vou muſt be convert- 


ed and become alittle child, a dutiful, 
affectionate, and pious child, like Sa- 
muel; to conceive "he delight of ſeeing 
his parents return, of putting on his 


new garment, of exhibiting his mother's 


preſent; Theſe notbings are the bond 
of affection among virtuous Adin and 
| the ſource of their 1 Abe 


5 * 2 ry 
144 'F We y TE 


This, we. FCS as '2 more 3 


e tage of education, | as far as it depends 


1 


upon the mother. To part with the 


child firmly and unreluttantly when the 
proper hour of ſeparation comes; to 
preſerve the commerce of aſſection by 


works and meſſages of kindneſs; and 


to ſubject every feeling and purſuit to 
the known and declared will of God. 


Let no one, O woman, uſurp thy pro- 
vince, ſtep between thee and thy child, 


ſteal his affections from thee. What, 


ſuffer him to have a ltep-mother while 
Vol. VI. 13333 thou 


j 
1 
fl | 
| 
l 
1 
| 
[ 
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chou art yet living! Forbid i 1 nature, 
forbid it decency; forbid. it religion. 


But the hour of ſeparation is arri ved, 


you have done your duty, he muſt now 
pals into other hands, as a mother you 
retained him, as a mother refign him. 


Vou have not laboured in vain: you 
have not ſpent your ftrength for nought 


and in vain. Be of good cheer, you 


Have trained him up in the way in which 


he ſhould go, and when old he will not 
depart from it. Vour heart ſhall rejoice 
in him many days hence. He ſhall be 


to thee a erown of glory when thou art 


Wade into che grave. 


The diſorderly tate of Eli $ Cunilly] the 
conſequence of a careleſs, and neglected - 
education, will, through the Divine per- 


| miſſion, be the ſubject of the next Lec- 


ture. 


it 1 bd wh a fall i 


a very few words, Firſt, to the parents 
of the other ſex. You ſee what a heavy 


burden God and nature have laid upon 


the 


is ron O „HanRAH. 


alleviate. it. To no purpoſe will the 
igther watch and toil, unleſs you co- 
e d She has part of her reward 


in her very employment: her recom- 
pence will be complete if ſhe obtain 
your approbation, and retain your af- 


fe ction. Has offence ariſen, does cala- 


mity preſs, is the ſpirit ruffled, is her 


perſon changed? reflect, ſhe is the mo- 
ther of thy child; perhaps ſhe loſt her 
looks, her health, it may be her ſpirits 


and temper, in doing the duty of a 
mother. She ought to be races 


eſlimable in our ww" at leaſt. 


| Let me next ſpeak for a moment to 


ingenuous youth. Youn g man, ſuper- 
added to all the other motives to virtue, 


i you feel not the force of this, you are 
loſt indeed. There is a worthy woman 


in the world, who loves you as her 
own foul, who gave you your firſt nou- 
riſhment and inſtruction, who brought 
you into life at the riſk of her own, to 


I. whom. 


488 
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,LF CT, whom "— that affe ds you can be 
a nätter of indifference. Slie is jealous 


over you with a holy jealouſy. If you 
tread in the ways of wiſdom; hew her 

heart will be ſatisfied within her! If you 

decline from the right path, if you be- 
come ©; a ſon of Belial,” you will rend 
her with ſeverer pangs than: thoſe which 
ſne endured in bringing thee into the 
world. ': And can yourheart permit you 
to plunge a dagger into the heart of 
your own mother? Who does not ſhud- 

derqat the thought of a parricide ſo 
dete lbb. ſo monſtrous ? For a mother's 
fake, frenounee that covenant with 
death: retrace thy wandering ſteps, 
reſume the reins of ſelf-government, | 
and urn to . reſt and; Joy- 

* Sills woman, let thive eyes be ſtill 
1 the nurſe, the guide, the comfort- 
er, the refuge of thy early years. Alle- 
viate, by partaking of, the burdens and 

labours of her ſtation; diſſipate her ſo- 
licitude; ſoothe her pains; give her 
cauſe to bleſs the day ſhe bare thee. 

- Truſt 
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Truſt in her as thy moſt prudent coun- 
ſellor, as thy moſt aſſured friend, as thy 
moſt intelligent inſtructor. Do her 
good, and not evil, all the days of thy 
life. Riſe into uſefulneſs, into import- 


LECT. 


ance, into reſpeQability, by marking 
her footſteps, imbibing her ſpirit, fol- 
lowing her example. A daughter un- 


kind, undutiful, ungrateful to a mother, 


is of all monſters the moſt odious and 
diſguſting. Vouthful excellence is ne- 
ver more amiable and attractive, than 
when it ſeeks retreat and retirement 
under the maternal wing, and, ſhrinking 
from the public eye, ſeeks its reward in a 


mother's ſmile of approbation. 


„ 
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vo. THE sons or EL WERE SONS OF BELIALS 
THEY KNEW NOT THE £oRD. AND THE 
' PRIESTS CUSTOM WITH THE PEOPLE was, 
THAT WHEN ANY MAN OFEERED SACRIFICE, 
THE PRIESTS SERVANT CAME, WHILE THE 
FLESH WAS IN SEETHING, WITH A FLESH. 
HOOK OF THREE TEETH IN HIS HAND: AND | 
HE STRUCK ir INTO THE PAN, OR KET- 
LE, OR CALDRON, OR POT: ATL THAT THE 
' FLESH-HOOK BROUGHT UP, THE PRIEST TOOK 
| FOR HIMSELF: SO THEY DID IN SHILOH, UN- 
TO ALL THE ISRAELITES THAT CAME THI- 
THER. ALSO BEFORE THEY BURNED THE FAT, | 
THE PRIESTS SERVANT CAME, AND SAID TO 
THE MAN” THAT SACRIFICED, GIVE FLESH 
TO ROAST rox THE PRIEST: FOR HE WILL 
NOT HAVE SODDEN FLESH 'OF THEE, BUT RAW, 
AND AF ANY MAN SAID UNTO HIM, LET THEM 


Nor 


Lrer. 
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or FAIL To BURN THE FAT PRESENTLY! 
AND THEN TAKE AS MUCH AS THY SOUL DE- 
| SIRETH, THEN HE WOULD ANSWER RIM, NAY, 
| BUT THOU HALT GIVE IT ME NOW : AND ir 
NoT, 1 WILL TAKE IT BY FORCE, WHERE- 
FORE THE sIN or THE YOUNG MEN WAS VE- 
RY GREAT BEFORE THE LORD, FOR MEN An- 
HORRED THE OFFERING OF THE LORD. NOW 
ELI WAS VERY OLD, AND HEARD ALL THAT 
HIS SONS DID UNTO ALL ISRAEL. AND HE 
SAID UNTO THEM, WHY DO i YE. SUCH 
THINGS? FOR I HEAR oF. YOUR EVIL DEAL-= 
INGS, BY ALL THIS PEOPLE. | NAY, MY SONS: 
FOR IT IS No GooD REPORT THAT 1 HEAR ; iN 


VE MAKE | THE LoRD's PEOPLE o TRANS- 
GRESS, 


> 


Prarzcrion cvnlilte 4 in vihe hap- 


py medium between the too little, 


and too much. It i 18 eminently conſpi- 


cuous in eyery thing that comes im- 


mediately from God. He is the 
* rock, his work is perfect, and all his 
e ways are judgement. 7; Contemplate 


the ſtupendous whole, or examine the 
minuteſt part, and you find no re- 


duudaney, no defect. All is good, 
yea 


%. 
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yea very 06d“ „But fiat 7 18 ever in che 


2 : Now, under the power of an 


In make is human 1 gnorance and 
Riley more apparent, than in the im. 
portant article of education. It is con- 
duced, at one time, with a ſeve- 
rity that intimidates and overwhelms; 
at another, with a lenity that flatters, 
encourages, and foſters vice. One is 
driven into an evil courſe by deſpair, 
another drawn into it, and fortified in 

it, by exceſſive indulgence. It is in 
truth, no eaſy taſk to manage this mat- 
ter aright. The modes of treatment are 


a variqus as the character and difpo- 
ſitions 


H 
* * 1 
4 "of 
4 * 
** 
Fg » 
—_—_ f 4 
* , 
py 


LAS * 


| indolence' which ſhrinks from every ap- 
pearance of difficulty or danger, and 
now hurried on by a zeal which over- 
leaps all the bounds of wiſdom and dif. 
cretion. Now, he cannot be prevailed 
on to begin, and now nothing can per- 
ſuade him to ſtop. He makes his very 
good to be evil ſpoken of, by impru- 
dence and excels in che n manner r of 1 : 
e & wy 7 | 
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LE 3 ſitions of the young ones, who are the 
— ſubjefts of it. The application of a ge- 
neral rule is impraRticable and abſurd. 
The diſcipline which would oppreſs one 
child, is hardly ſufficient to reſtrain ano- 
ther within any bounds of decency. It 
18 happy when the child is inured 
to habits of reſtraint and ſubmiſſion 
from the cradle. If the mother has 
diſcharged her duty tolerably, the bu- 
ſineſs of the father and maſter is half 
executed. Laſt Lord's day we had the 
ſatisfaction of obſerving the effects of 
an early good education, in the exam- 
ple of Hannah, the mother of Samuel. 
We ſaw in her conduct, a happy mix- 
ture of tenderneſs and reſolution; of 
attention to 'domeſtic employments, 
and regard to the offices of religion; 
of moderated anxiety about the ſafety 
and comfort of her ſon's perſon, and 
prudent concern about the culture of 
his mind. We are, this evening, to 
meditate on a ſubject much leſs pleaſ- 
ing, but not leſs inſtructive: the rui- 
nouf. clots of education neglected; 


DN : youth 
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youth licentioub and unreſtrained; ühk⸗ 


ing gradually into univerſal depravity, 
and iſſuinng in accumulated wretched» 


neſs and untimely death. A father 
weak and indulgent; ſom profligate 
and aban doned; a God holy, ri e 


Obdſerve. in the entrunee, | the vroviſch 


which infinite wiſdom has been making 


to ſupply the breach which was ready 
to be made in the prieſthöod. The 


meaſure of the iniquity of Elis ſons 


was nearly full, their deſtruction was 
haſtening on; Samuel is already born, 


inſtructed in, prepared for, the ſervice 


of the tabernacle; and the care of a pi- 


ous mother has been employed, in he 
hand of Providence, to counteract the 


criminal negligence and careleſſneſs of 
, too _ Tr. 


The retfoſontinicn gen us of the 


degeneracy and diſſoluteneſs of the Le- 


vitical family; equals, if not exceeds, all 
: a hiſtory relates of the irregularity, 
and 
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EECT: and: impurity of idol worſhip: The law 
— had made a decent, and even an 


ample proviſion, for them who miniſ. 
tred at the altar, but had carefully 
guarded againſt whatever tended to 
countenance luxury or exceſs. But be- 
hold every thing confounded. The di- 
rectors of religious worſhip, are become 
the patterns of impiety. There is no 
reverence of God; no regard to man. 
Before the fat of the ſacrifice ſmokes 
upon the altar of Jehovah; the choiceſt 
pieces of the victim are ſerved up on 


the abominable table of a luxurious 


prieſt, The pious worſhipper has his 

offering marred, his ſpirit diſcompoſed, 

the feſtival of his family peace diſturb- 

ed and defrauded, and indecencies, 
100 ſhocking to be mentioned, cloſe the 
ſcene of riot and 1 intemperance. i: 


All this is eafily to be traced up to 
early habits-of indulgence; Men could 
not have become thus wicked all at once. 
Had the authority of the father, had the 
| ſanflity of the Tvgh prieſt, had the ſeve- 


rity 


4 
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rity of the judge interpoſed; toi check 1 50 * 
and: puniſh the firſt deviation from pro- — 


pfiety, it it had never come to this. We 
may judge of the gentleneſs with which 
{lighter offences were reproved, when 


the moſt {atrocious tranſgreſſions meet 


£ ſons, ĩt is no good report that I hear.” 
This is rather an invitation to com- 


magiſtrate to expoſe and ſuppreſs it. 

Jo point, out the aggravations of Elis 
offence, i is neither malicious nor uſeleſs; 
it is written, among the. other things in 
this book, for our inſtruction, and by 
the. bleſſing of God it may prove ſaluta- 
Ty, as a beacon pointing out the rock 

on Which others have made ſhip- : 
Weck 


* 
1 Dee 


Is 8 ſt his, perſonal virtue no cen- 
ſure is inſinuated. He ſeems to have 


been one of thoſe quiet, eaſy, good-na- 


tured 'men, who love not to have their 
tranquillity diſturbed, and are loth to 
diſturb that of others; who without be- 


ing 
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ing vicious themſelves, by a paſſive 
tameneſs, become the undeſigned abet- 


tors of the ſins of other men. The 


corruption of the times muſt indeed 


have been very great, when it was 


ſuppoſed poſſible for the miſtreſs of a 


family, during the ſolemnity of a ſa- 


cred feſtival, to be diſguiſed with wine, 
in the face of the: ſun, in the court of 
God's houſe. But the bare poſſibility 


of ſuch a caſe, grievouſſy enhances his 


_ guilt, He had not done his duty as the 
public guardian of morals and religion, 


or, Hannah had not been ſuſpected of 
intemperance, and the ſuſpicion reflects 


che higheſt diſhonour on both his under- 


ſanding, and his heart; his bittereſt 
enemy could not have deviſed a ſe- 


verer cenſure upon his conduct, than 


that under the prieſthood of Eli, ſuch 


5 enormities were committed, and conniv- 


ed at. 


Men in power are chargeable not 
only with the evil which they do, but 
allo. with the evil which they might 

have 
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have prevented, but did not. Power is en 
delegated to them, for this very end. 


that they”. may be * a terror to evil-do- 
* ers,” as well as * a praiſe to ſuch as 


0 welle“ The ſame careleſſneſs runs 
trough the whole of his domeſtic end. 


public adminiſtration; a diſorderly fa- 
mily, a pollated church, a diſtratted, 


ſtaggering ſlate; no government, or what, 
was worſe than none. The beſt things 


are the moſt liable to abuſe : and we ſhall 


give this faulty, unhappy father all the 
credit we can. His errors had their 


origin perhaps in goodneſs. His natu- 


ral diſpoſi tion was mild and gentle; his 


_ parental affection was great; he was un- 
willing to render any one unhappy; he 


thought of prevailing by love. He be. 


gan with overlooking trifling faults; 
he flattered himſelf that the reaſon and 
reflection of riper years would correct 
and cure the wildneſs and irregularity 
of boyiſh days; © ſurely the young men 
© will by and by ſee their folly and grow 
* wiſer.” Who would not rather at- 


tempt to rule by love? But what is the 


proper 
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expreſſion of nr 


*. What ſaith the wiſeſt of mankind ? He 


Irhat ſpareth the rod, Aatetſi the child: 
What ſaith the great Father and Sari 
our.of all men? As many as I love, 1 
rebuke and chaſten. There is no ſuch 
F as happineſs but in habits of or- 
der, decency and ſubjection. The man, 
or the child, who knows no law but 
that of appetite or caprice, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be miſerable. It is cruelty; not 
kindneſs to give a man up to himſelf: 
and to dream of changing habits of in- 
dolence, diſſipation, and criminal indul- 
gence by remonſtrance and reaſon, is 
expecting chat reaſon ſhould ſurvive 
itſelf, or that it ſhould: effect, when en- 
feebled, diſordered, and corrupted, what 
it could not do when clear, and ſound, 
and vigorous, But, © the; grace of God 
* is almighty, and his mercies are very 
great. Nay, but who art thou O man, 
who dareſt to expect, or to aſk a mira- 
cle of grace, with the conſciouſneſs of 
| having neglected the means, which 
ae N might, through the 
Divine 
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Divine bleſſing, have proved effeQual L 
without a miraculous interpoſition? The 
one talent is juſtly taken away from him 
who hid it in the earth, and it is given 
to increaſe the ſtore of the diligent and 
faithful ſervant, who, by wiſdom and in- 
8 had e his five talents into 
ten. men ITE Ay {0 

The | 1 mind, put under early 
culture, may be made to produce any 
thing. It poſſeſſes a happy pliancy, 
which may be moulded into any form. 
But the ſame plant, which, young and 
tender, you could with a touch bend into 
what ſhape you pleaſed; when grown 
into a tree, reſiſts every effort of your 
ftrength. Cut it down you may, break it 
you may, cleave it aſunder you may, but 
bend it you cannot. And alas, how great 
a portion of human life is ſpent in uſeleſs, 
unavailing regret for opportunities loſt, 

ſeaſons miſpent, miſchief done, miſery 
incurred! Yet men will not profit even 
by experience, that plaineſt, moſt faith- 


ful, and moſt powerful of all inſtructors. 2 | 


ä Who 
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Who can view, without pitying him, 
that wretched old man, deploring the guilt 
which he himſelf had occaſioned, which 
he wants refolutjon to puniſh, and wil. 
dom to cure; which is proceeding from 
evil to worſe, filling the paſt with re- 
morſe, and overſpreading the future with 
deſpair? Ah, how heavily he ſuffers in 
his age, becauſe theſe profligate ſons 
bore not the wholeſome yoke of diſci- 
pline and reſtraint in their youth! Who 
can conceive the anguiſh of Jacob's 
ſoul, as he was ſinking into the grave 
under the loſs of a gracious ſon by the 
ſtroke of Providence? But what is it, 
compared to the more dreadful anguiſh 
of Eli, looking forward in horrour to 
the utter extinction of all his family, 
with the inſupportable reflection, that 
all, all was chargeable upon himſelf? 


The character and behaviour of the 
unhappy young men is a melancholy 
and affecting repreſentation of the pro- 
greſs of moral corruption. It begins in 
their making light of the ordinances of 

religion, 
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religion, which they were bound, by their L 


ECT. 
XXI. 


office, to venerate themſelves, and to re- = 


commend, by their example, to others. 
And you may be aſſured there is ſome- 


thing eſſentially wrong about that man 
who expreſſes real, or affected, contempt 


for the worſhip of God. It is a groſs 
violation of the laws of decency and good 
breeding. For what title can you have 
to inſult that ſober-minded perſon, who 


has given you no provocation, by de- 


riding or profaning what he holds ſa- 


cred? It is a direct defiance to the Jaws 


_ of your country, which have adopted the 


inſtitutions, of religion, to aſſiſt, at leaſt, in 
carrying on and ſupporting good govern- 


ment, ſo eſſential to publick happineſs. 
He that deſpiſes, therefore, the ordinances 


of God, is a friend to anarchy, is making 


a wicked attempt to diſſolve the bands 


of ſociety, and deſerves to be treated as 


a publick enemy. It is an argument of 


a light and ſilly mind, aiming to ſupply 
the want of conſequence, by affected 


boldneſs, impiety and ſingularity; and 


Ack s which, 
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which, like every other ſpecies of affec- 


tation, N miſſes 1 its aim. 


in the example before « 90 find ir. 


reverence toward God ſpeedily degene- 


rating into violence and injuſtice to men. 
And indeed what hold has ſociety of 
that man who has ſhaken off the firſt and 
ſtrongeſt obligations of his nature, who 


has profeſſedly degraded himſelf, and 


is become leſs than a man, in making 
the ſilly attempt to be thought ſome- 
thing more. He who begins with de- 
frauding God of his due, vill not long 


be ſcrupulous about invading the rights 


of his fellow-creature. The ſame ſpirit 


which defers the ſacrifice till an unruly 


appetite be firſt gratified, will, by and by, 
proceed to * take by force” the portion 

of another; and will loſe all ſenſe of the 
| juſt claims and real wants of mankind, 


n pride and ſelfiſhneſs. 


The third ſtage of this humiliating 


progreſs, diſcovers to us men wholly 


brutified, plunged: into the loweſt, groſſeſt 


ſenſuality; 
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ſenſuality; linking deeper and deeper L 


„ 
-XX1, 1 


in the mire, till nothing remains but the — 


image of the moſt  odious and abo- 
minable of animals. —Young man, look 
at the picture, conſider it well. If you 
are ſo happy as to have preſerv ed your 

virtue, if you have any ſavour of piety, 
you muſt regard i it with a mixture of in- 
dignation and pity; if you are not loſt to 
the feelings of humanity, it will fill you 


with loathing and diſgult. —The ſequel 


will teach us many important leſſons. For 
my own part, ever ſinceI became a father, 


I have never been able to read this hiſtory 
without trembling ; and my anxiety, has 


not been diminiſhed by reflecting, that 
the children whom God has given me, 


neither in their bodies, nor their minds, 


nor their diſpoſitions, are among the 
loweſt of their ſpecies. I have an awful 


| conviction that if any of them ſhould 


unhappily turn out ill, a great part of 
the blame will be imputable to myſelf. 


I am frequently tempted to rejoice that 


none of my grown children have made 


choice of my own profeſſion, the moſt 
PLS dan- 


— — —— — — > Eo —ͤ¹ — — 
— < 
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L 2 8. T. darigerous, the moſt reſponſible of all; 
— and I am much more alarmed at the ap- 
prehenſion, that when they are become 


men and women, they may accuſe me 


of over-indulgence, than I am now, of 
being thought harſh and unkind by chil: 


dren. 


As he greateſt and moſt reſpectable 


part of my audience are parents, I muſt 


of neceſſity apply the great and im- 


portant ſubject of my diſcourſe particu- 
larly to them. And, as I always flatter 


myſelf with the greater hope of ſucceſs 


with female parents, I take the liberty of 


addreſſing myſelf firſt to mothers. Pro- 
vidence, my friends, as I have frequent- 
ly repeated, has laid the earlieſt, the 


heavieſt, and the moſt important part of 


education, upon you; but it has alſo al- 
leviated and ſweetened the taſk by many 


peculiar affections and endearments.— 
| Let me ſuppoſe you have done your 
duty, and carefully reared up infancy 
and childhood. The charge muſt then 


ſui into other hands, But ſurely both 
your 
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your heart and conſcience tell you that LBCT. | 
you have not yet done with them. Fe. 


male children in particular are an anxi- 
ous and a laſting burthen upon the mo- 
ther. They love you, they look up to 
you, they imitate you. You mult be 
therefore what you wiſh them to be- 
come. Will a daughter learn to be in- 
duſtrious from an idle, indolent mother? 
Will ſhe learn to be ſober-minded, bj 
ſeeing you habitually carried away by 
the pride of life? Will ſhe catch the 
ſpirit of piety from one whoſe very ſab- 
baths are devoted to diſſipation and 
pleaſure? I will not inſult you by ſup- 
poling that a poſitively bad example 
has been ſet, or that your darling charge 
may have groſsly deviated from the 
paths of virtue; but let me ſuppoſe, for a 
moment, a caſe that may, and does, hap- 
pen every day; that your daughter has 
grown up with a vain, light, worldl7 
mind; has acquired a taſte for dreſs and 
amuſement; has become a perfect miſ- 
treſs of the uſual accompliſhments of the 
day and place in which we hve; has 
Kk 4 become 
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| LECT. become an object of attention and admi- 
XXI. 

—— ration. Let me ſuppoſe her attacked 
with diſeaſe, and that diſeaſe, perhaps, 
the effect of levity and diſſipation. See, 

the roſes are fading upon her cheek, 
her © beauty 1s waſting like a moth; * 
all her vivacity is reduced to the ſudden 
glow of the hectic, which is gone, before 
it is well come; ſhe feels the witneſs of 
death at her heart, ſhe looks up to you 
with clouded, wiſtful eyes, and ſays, 
Ah, my mother, you was too indulgent 
© to me. You aſſiſted the tongue of the 
4 flatterer, and taught me to forget my 
ſelf. I was made to believe myſelf 
an angel, and now feel that I am a 
* worm. Seeking to ſhine in the eyes 
© of man, I have neglected the means 
of finding favour in the ſight of God, 
I now wiſh I had frequented the houſe 
* of prayer more; I wiſh I had not fre- 
* quented the company of the giddy, 
© the thoughtleſs, and the profane. I 
do not accuſe my dear mother, of de- 
* ſignedly miſleading me; but, would to 
God ſhe had better underſtood her 


* OWN 
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* own duty and my teal intereſt, Life LECT; 
© had been more reſpectable, and.death < _ . 


© leſs frightful than I find it to be. 0 
my God, have mercy, YE mercy : 
upon me. — | 


5 It had 3 eaſy to have added to the 
ſtrength of this addreſs; but even from 
this the maternal heart recoils, and de- 
precates with horrour, an hour ſo dread- 
ful. Well, bleſſed be God, it is yet a 
great way off; and what is more, it is in 
vyour power to prevent it; I do not mean 
the ſtroke of death; but the arrow of 
death dipt in the poiſon of remorſe. God 
grant that none here may ever feel it. 


I) he criminality of Eli conſiſted, my 
brethren, in the negleR of his duty; and 
you have ſeen how fatal that neglett was 
to himſelf and to his family. Dare 1 
ſuppoſe there is a father here, who has 
been more than paſſive in the corruption 
of his own child; who has been the pro- 
moter and the pattern of wickedneſs; 
who has with his own hand ſcattered 
the 
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LECT. the ſeeds of death in that precious ſoil; 
XXI. 
— and trained up an immortal being to 


deſtruction ? Pauſe, and conſider. Are 
vou prepared to meet the ſtings of an 
awakened conſcience, accuſing thee of 
murder, of ſoul- murder, the murder of 
thy own ſon, whom thou lovedſt? Are 
you ' fortified againſt the cutting re- 
| proaches of that child, laying his eternal 
ruin to your charge? Have you pre- 

pared your defence againſt that awful 
day when a righteous God ſhall demand 
an account of the ſacred truſt com- 
mitted to thee? If to contemplate his 
puniſhment at a diſtance be wo unut- 
terable, what were it, to be at once the 
cauſe and the partaker of it? The ter- 
rified imagination flees from this hell of 
hells, and ſeeks refuge in prayer to a 


merciful God, that he would graciouſly 
fave you from it. 


Let young ones be perſuaded to be pa- 
tient of reſtraint, of correction, and of re- 
proof. You are not grieved willingly, 
you are not afflicted unneceſſarily, you 

are 


HISTORY OF HANNAH. 507 


are not chaſtiſed out of caprice. My L ECT: 
& ſon, hear the inſtruction of thy father, — 

* and forſake not the law of thy mother: 

* for they ſhall be an ornament of 

e grace unto thy head, and chains about 

* thy neck. My ſon, if ſinners entice 

* thee, conſent thou not. A wiſe 

e ſon maketh a glad father; but a fool- 

c 1th ſon is the heavineſs of his mother T 1 

Venerate the name, the day, the houſe, 

the worſhip of God. Remember that 

want of decency is want of ſenſe: that 

the immoderate indulgence of appetite nn 

is inimical to all true enjoyment ; that. nn 

| what is renounced, from reſpect to rea- | 

ſon and conſcience, is enjoyed: that pre- 

ſent comfort, and future happineſs, are 

built on habits of order, ſelf-govern- 

ment, juſtice, benevolence and ſubjec- 

tion to divine authority. 


— —. —.— 
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* Prov, 5, ie. tee x. x. 

I make no apology for giving this diſcourſe from 
the preſs, under a title that bears the name of 
@annah : The contraſt which it preſents being her 
higheſt encomium, next to the account given of 
Samuel, in the following Lecture, which, of courſe, 
cloſes her hiſtory, and fulfils our deſign. 
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1 SAMUEL ii. 26. g 
AND THE CHILD SAMUEL GREW ON, AND WAS ö 
IN FAVOUR BOTH WITH THE LORD AND ) ALSO = 
WIrn MEN. | 8 No: 1 = 


Ne. appearance of nature is more 
ſtriking, no one affords a more 
complete demonſtration of the great 

Creator's conſummate wiſdom and unre- 

mitting attention, than the gradual and 

imperceptible progreſs of every thing 1 in 

nature, to its perfection, and to its diſſo- 

lution. The dawning light inſenſibly 
advances to the perfect day, and the 

moment high noon 1s gained, an ap- 
proach is made towards night. When 

the 
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the moon has waned, till ſhe is loft in 
the ſun's brighter rays, ſhe begins to 
emerge into form and luſtre again; 
having waxed till her reſplendent orb 
1s full, that moment ſhe begins to decay. 
We are prepared to bear the raging 


| heat of the dog-ſtar by the grateful vi- 


eiſſitudes and advances of ſpring ng: and 


are fortified againſt winter's ſtormy blaſt, 


by the contracting light, and the tempe- 


rate cold of ſober autumn. 


Human life too has! its morning, noon 
and night; its ſpring and fall; and em- 
pires have their infancy, maturity and 


old age. Time is the dawning of eternity; 


earth is the ſcene of preparation for 


heaven; and mortality the paſſage to 
life and immortality. Every thing is 
beautiful in its ſeaſon, and every ſtate 
is a preparation for that which is to 
ſucceed it. Nature and Providence ad- 
mit of few ſudden and violent tranſi- 
tions; becauſe the human frame, both 
of body and mind, is little qualified to 


endure them. q 
The 
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IS, 


The paſſage before us preſents one 
l the moſt pleaſing objects of contem- 


plation—human life at its happieſt pe- 


LEST. 


riod, and in its moſt ſmiling aſpet— 


early youth, increaſing beauty and 
ſtrength, gradual and regular improve- 
ment. While the family of Eli was ex- 


hibiting multiplied inſtances of the fatal 


eflects of neglefted infancy. and unre- 


ſtrained childhood, the ſon of Elkanah 


vas ſilently demonſtrating the import- 


ance of early culture, and modeſtly re- 


proving grey hairs, by exemplitying the 


leſſons which his pious and prudent mo- 
ther had taught him. The ſelf- ſame ideas 
are here employed to deſcribe the early 


progreſs of Samuel in wiſdom, beauty and 


goodneſs, which are afterwards applied 


to Chriſt himſelf, at a ſimilar period of 
his earthly exiſtence, and they furniſh us 
with many excellent additional hints 
reſpecting the important ſubjett of edu- 


cation, which now deſerve to be more at 


large unfolded. © The child Samuel 


* grew on, and was in favour bot with 


the Lord, and alſo with men;” and 


66 Jeſus 
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XXII. 
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ce and 1 in — with VEE and man.” 


6 Jeſus increaſed in wiſdom! and ſtature, 


z 


Obſerve be firſt, e is ches work of 


nature, namely, to grow on, to“ increaſe 
in ſtature.” The moment, O man, thy 
child begins to breathe, a progreſs com- 
mences which nothing can ſtop. Grow 
he will, and muſt; ceaſe from all ſolici- 
tude on this ſcore. Theſe feeble limbs 


will gather ſtrength; by ſtumbling and 


falling he will learn to walk and run; after 


ſtammering for a while, he will come to 
ſpeak plainly, and he who ſeems at pre- 


ſent hardly to poſſeſs the faculty of 
fight, will ſoon diſtinguiſh object from 


object. Ceaſe from the vain imagina- 


tion of aſſiſting or improving nature. 


Aſſiſt nature! If you try to mend that 
ſhape, truſt me, you will ſpoil it. Every 
violent attempt to quicken growth will 
but retard it, and an over, ſolicitude to 
preſerve health, will infallibly ſcatter the 


ſeeds of diſtemper. Toward the im- 
provement of the bodily faculties, the 
moſt anxious and intelligent parent can 


do 


dnjedoiingavallatepaking thi 


it wy teultivaring ah mind o that 
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itfproyed; lun bug oi od yaod 2d 301 
2910197941, : 1369 hun 1dgil. anidtol- 
„ herrbverſe of This us thepratticdiof 
; thi mung, The whole attention is di- 
> d to perſondliaccompliſnirfl em: Na- 
ring is cramped, ſtretched, diſtdreed[[ts 


he Eunmot add oneicubit to the wo — 


humour an abſurd taſte ard an erroneous = ; 


judgement; and ſhe avenges herſelf for 
che unwiſe Þnerbachnient»oiv her? pro- 
vinceg by iencrodchifgi in! Her- turn or 
the province of *reafon and diſcretionz 
tendering all their late. Efforts uſeleſs and 
= unprofitable; making education, whicty 
is dlogged wich ſo many difficulties al. | 
ready, abſolutely impratticable. What, 
can the-wiſeſt maſter do, I beſeech you, 
with' a temper ſqurꝭdl by ĩhabits: uf un- 
natural; reſtraint with a mindldendered 
ſiekly by petty» dttentidns to punAitio, 
with vii Fenda! ina ſenferot. 
son importancep And het the maſter - 
is blames for the fault; which parents? 
May VL 3-4 them- 
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XXII. 
— 


themſelves have ci ue d. Guanlgour 
child as web as you-can from acidents. 
get thit his food (be pe nd whole: 
ame, and adnüniſtrad in due ſenſen; 
let his body be free and unfetteredi his 


clothing light and eaſy; his exerciſes, 


doth as ta king, and chutetiem, ef h, awn 


cxeaſe in ſtature, he will acquire vigous, 


chuſing o and he will, gröv on, and in · 


will preſerve ſucetneſb of temper; vill 


be happy in himſalf, ard a ſouroc aſ 


happlneis to all around him; he will 


paſt with cheerfulneſa, Jike Bamuel, into. 


mme hands of his inſtiuctor, without any 


prgudices, but ſuch as are on che ſide 


of goodneſs, and, through! the bleſſing 


of Heaven, vill day by day fulſil a pa- 
rents __ LOT &.pardvt's 
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Theme is 2 dude perhaps a Gaful, 


0 er ee Which parents 


ſometimes expraſs, and which often h- 
omen d force: of. diſtitſs to themſelvts/ 


andi ot partiality and injuſtice to their 


— 2 meant: hs Tex * their Off- 
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uſurp the Pe of omzniſeience, 


elty and- injuſtice to an innocent babe 


ar e ſuperadded to impiety toward A wile bs 


and righteous God. It is dangerous, ag 


well as criminal, to aſſume the incom- 
municable attributes of deity. The man 
is equally unhappy in attaining or miſſing 
his object, if he purſue it, neglecting, 


defying, or accuſing the interpoſition of 


goodneſs in the divine adminiſtration 


which is too generally overlooked, too 


little prized and acknowledged; namely, 


the perfect and exact conformation of 
children, both in body and mind. Among 
the myriads which are daily born into 


the: world, how rare are the exceptions 


from the general rule! Every one bears 


production of Omnipotence, has the 


image of God impreſſed upon him. How 
few exceed or fall ſhort of the juſt ſtan- 


* in reſpect of ſtature! How few are 


tits  - mn. 


| XXII. 
rifles; © WA to WALLS 


and, in the event of diſappointment, cru- - 


Providence. There is an inſtance of | 


LECT! born dfpriyed of th 
— few deficient or redundant in their bodily 
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organs! And, may not even theſe few: de- 


viations from the general rule, - theſe acts 


of divine fovereignty in the government 
of the world, ſerve in a future economy, 
more gloriouſſy to illuſtrate the perfec- 
tions of Him who has formed all things 
to the honour of oy own 0 e name a 
bs Hy child, 0 man, bern eats in 
all his members, is he endued with the 
ordmary intellectual powers, is he like the 
children of thy neighbour? Ho much 
art thou indebted to the goodneſs of 
Heaven! Are his faculties corporeal or 
mental, as parental partiality is frequent- 
ly diſpoſed to believe, ſuperior to thoſe 
of others? Remember, it is a great ad- 
dition to thy charge; ſee that thou mar 
not the work of God, disfigure not that 
fair fabric, pervert not talents peculiarly 
precious and rare, let not thy glory be 
turned into ſhame. Has Providence, 
O woman, wounded thee there where 
thy ſenſibility is greateſt, in the fruit of 
0090 e thy 
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thy wombꝰ "Bpibf Ban G fan Be in * g. 15 
whom thou truſteſt, on whom thou haſt 3 
believed, ſaith, © Behold I make all 
things new. „Then «the eye. :of the | 
blind Mall be opened, and the ear of 
A the deaf unſtopped then che lame man 
all leap as an hart, and the tongue 
_ of :the dumb ing * The: vile body 
«ſhall be changed and. faſhioned. like to 
£.Chriſt's glorious body.” Then the foul 
Which ſcarcely awoke to reaſon, ſhall 
diſcern judgement, and the wandering 
ſpirit ſhall be brought back to com g 
and tranquillity. Voung mana yvgung 
Voman, haſt thou received from the 
bountiſul hand of nature, a found mind 
in a ſound and well-proportioned body? 
defile not, deſtroy not that fair temple; 
let it be * an habitation of God through 
ern the Spirit; let the image of the divine 
inhabitant ſhine ſerenely on that ſore- 
head, beam benevolence from that eye, 
diſtil in accents of kindneſs. from thoſe 
lips. Force not upon the beholder the 
e — nn i 
5 Dow <7 L 3 Mb form 
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rer. ſorm and a ee ey be\all 
— mg gs api AA EDITH real 
' Obſerve, only the v hn of — 
cloned influence of virtuous habitsand. 
example. Samuel not only - -grew: nt, 
but grew gracious, grew in favour. 
There is naturally a+ prejudice, in ihe 
firſt inſtance, in favour of youth and 
beauty, independent of other qualities; 
but that prejudice quickly dies away, 
vhere perſonal comelineſs is unſupported 
py correſponding. goodneſs, But if it 
be found disfigured by vice, not only is 
'the favourable impreſſion effaced, but 
' exchanged for a counter impreſſion of 
deteſtation and contempt. As, on the 
contrary, the prejudice againſt. ordinary 
looks is alſo momentary, when we find 
them allied to ſenſe and talents, piety and 
modeſty; and our eſteem and venera - 


tion of the character are highly dN 
from our ene „„ 


Poor indeed is that virtue ws tans 
only in the edition of the world, 
. So which 


HI TARKOFKANNAH::;: hoo 
which ens pnlykt the apptoh 


true virtue Will always be congerned t 
proſerve reputation, will ever preſex. *. i 
good nam to great riches, and vnaffact 
= rejoice in the eſteem of the wiſe 
and: good. as part of its rear What 
a O» vas it to a youth like Samyed. 
10 perſevere. in. well doing, to grow: in 
grace, to havd his decency of hehayiours 
his Gilial-affeRion; his doeility and ſub- 
wien ts Eli, his unaſſuming pietyy, 
his growing wiſdem his expanding fa- 

culties, oblervel and commended by all 
Who dame to attend the ſervice. of the 
tabernacle? This is not pride, it is the 
honeſt conſciouſneſs of a worthy, mind, 
loving and ſeeking what is good, not for 
che ſake, of fame, but its OWA yet re- 


tig 1 
preiſs f men: bas; on the lands . 85 


joicing|;in fame a8 oge of che fruits. of. = 


gogdneſs. That boy „that youth, that 
| man, that woman, is loſt, whojs, r N 
profefies. io be, indifferent about the 
opinion, of the World. The dove of re- 
putation is one of the; trees of nature 
Planting, and none of her plants are 
1 EIA 
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eaſily roted ß ode vnde durulocdille 
bhoepe of Afe itſelf} an@theavandifeovers 


an bametieonetratebbulliws 168.0151} 


1 after he Ras reſignedohis rad o tolche 


decurenlerf and bis body to the grdveν 


5 Jo moaſls offt at 3510{f21 yibo 


101 Kcohinend #ibtt6:50us my dung 


friend that fervility of deperrmeneothat 


fawiingneſs of ſubmiſſion i and mp 
ce which aims at che applauſe of 


one alike, which 4 18 continually: fear ful 61 


giving offence, which ſhrinks fromdomyg 


_ good, leſt by ſome it might be miſcon- 


ſtrued; but that ſteadineſs and-perfeve- 
rancè in rektitude, Which looks, amid gbes 


ſtraight on, which neither eourts nor 
ſnuns the public eye, which can rejoice 
in the addition of the: Praiſe of men to 
the teſtimony of a good Conſcience; but 


trembles to think of purchaſing the one 


with the loſs of the other. It generally 


happens, in this caſe, as it did to Solo- 


mon iii another. Voung men who pur- 


ſue virtue on its own account, and aſk 


wiſdom of God in the' firſt place, cer- 


Ow” obtain * __ ſeek and pray | 
for, 


Miswo wr DF Nn An. 621 
for;amd they"alſcbobtain whatthey new 
| rhevlaſke@mo{6oudbt/cthe'1dbs of their 


_ fllow=creaturesziahei favouri of;lmani) 


LIKE TU. 


edmes unſohicitodito Rim ile ſbe w D 


purſamg a muetv. higher jef;>peate 


while he who aimed at the iube rior ob- 
| je alone; miſſasc even that littld. end 


thug becomes pr indeed. „The LOU 


dation:of, Samuels:fature eminence and 
uſefulneſs, vas thus daid in the early and 

tender gare of a wiſè and /pious ima 
The youth haf never been reſpe(] 


die zemple, had never: been the; ohje& 
0 igen all fay our abroad, had the child 
| learmed: to be; froward, petulant or 


peeviſh in his fathex's, houſe. Qwoman, 


would. you have the Vorld to think. of 


wit God, and peace with himlelfa ; 


other. 


your darling ſon as you do, put your- 
ſelf betimes in the place of an uncon- 


cerned: ſpectator, view, him as an entire 
ſranger. would. do, and let. diſcretion 
regulate the overflowings, of yaur heart. 


Ah, had Hannah favoured, her child 
more, Iſrael had fayoured bim leſs! 


How ample : and how ſweet, even in this 


world, 


* * 1 £ 3% 
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LECT: world, Are the cmewinds] of fell governs 
. ment, bf fel6denial,6fmaderation!cMets 


literally, in many inſtances; enjoy cha 
they rejeſt/ and loſe what they gain He 
who lendeth to the Lord, lays out his 
property on the beſt feourity, and to i 
greateſt advantage. Samuel is infinitely 
more his mother's at Stiloh than at Re 
mah; his worth is i multiplied in pro- 
portion as it is communicated, and en- 
riches the public fund without imp 
riſhing the private flock The eyes of 
a whole People are already to hiny, the 
expeRtation of mat keeps pace with the 
deſtination of Providencey and the eld, 
miniſtring in & linen ephod, betvrties 
more gracious, from- compariſon with 

the polluted min maten ef Nit gere 

and een men. _ 


Obſerve; han: vous 1 el 
praiſe, the moſt glorious re rtl of good. 
neſs, the happieſt effect of ; good educa- 
tion, Samuel was * in rom, with God.” 
To obtain this moſt honourable diſtine- 
tion, much more was requifite than a re- 


Sular 
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nocence, and the other qualities whith 


axtrałt and captivate the eyes of men 
The love of God has been betimes ed 
_ abroad in that Heart, Hannah has been 


mindful of her wow; and taug 


bis youth; and how grateful -is early 
piety to him, who ſaith, **My ſon give 


* me thine heart!” Lo God has im- 
preſſed his own image on that tender 
mind, and ſees, and loves, and approves 

his own work. The great Jehovali hag 

deſigned this wonderful child for high 

_ things, from the very womb, has raifed 


him up to be © the riſing again of many 


in Irael, to purify a polluted church, 
to ſave a ſinking tate, and is fitting him, 


from the 1 for his high e er 


The eye of che Laos Aion wry 
delight the progreſs of this plant of re- 
nown. He is haſtening his on work n 
righteouſneſs, is ready to perfect, by 


cad viſions, the inſtructions of a 


pious 


—— — ee L 
chan promiſing talgms, and childiſ ĩn· 


* | | ght her ſon ; 
ue remember His' Creatot in te days ot 


MV * 
Kal. 


£907. 
— gracious with more: grace. The ſavour 


= of man 1 frequently the child of i igno- 
ranee or caprice. „They love and hate 
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*. 


pious mother, is preparing to crown: che 


ey know not why; Sometimes they 


hate whend pane dust laden und Joye 


vour "A God is. ode 


ledge, is undirected by [partial affefion 


or- perſonal regards, is. the reſult of, xea- 
ſon, the applauſe which perfect wiſdom 


beſtows on: diſtinguiſhed excellence. Sa- 


muel muſt have merited praiſe, elle, this 
praiſe had not been conferred on him. 


And ſingular mult that merit have been, 


which could unite judgements ſo, dif. 
ferent, intereſts which ſo; frequently. claſh. 
He Who makes it his- ſtudy to pleaſe 
man, can hardly be the ſervant of God; 
and to aim at pleaſing God is not always 


the road to the favour of men. No- 


thing but genuine, unaffected goodneſs 
could have procured this joint approba- 
tion- of God and man; and there is a 
charm in true goodneſs, which is irre- 


ſiſtible .. It may be eke, for- a a 


ſeaſon, 


mmvrorn or AAA. 55 | 
ſeafonj01 it may be bone dend Ma 


LECT. | 


be ibbſcured; it may be tniſrepreſented} — 


ib may be hated and oppoſed; but it 
will prevail at lengths will force itſelf 
into notice, will ariſe and ſhine, will 
command reſpect, ſilence envy, triumpm 
over oppoſition; fejoice the wiſe and 
0 a and Ops * ep dre in aue. 
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What aids of ah ſhall 1 tex; 55 
a Ahe for a moment, the attention 

of young ones; and to impreſs upon their 
hearts the importance of my ſubjectꝰ 
Would to God I could again become a 


little child, that, with the leſſons offe x, 


perience, J might regulate my own fu- 
ture conduct, ànd bè an uſeful monitor 
to the ſimple and inexperienced- I 
would, in that cafe; ſay, My little friend; 
God and nature have made you lovely. 
The candour, and frankneſs, and benevo- 
lence of your heart ſhine upon your _ 
countenance. / Every day diſeloſes ſome 

new grace. Vou are Increaſing! m:ſtas 


ture: you are-growing in fayour with 5 


all Arge behold you. Every one thinks 


51 | well. 
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LECT: well, ſpeaks well, hopes well of-you. 
5 9 Grow on. Preſerve that amiable m- 
plicity. Let it be the charm of ad- 
vanging yrars, of expanding faculties. 
Let that blooming face be ſtyl raiſed to 
Heaven with modeſt confidence; and 
| thoſe gracious eyes flill beam goodwill 
to men. May I never fee that open 
forehead clouded and contracted. What, 
hall the horrid traces of vice disfigure 
that form? Shall every one that paſſeth 
by be conſtrained to turn away with 
loathing and averfion? Shall the mother 
who bare thee, have her face covered 
with a bluſh when thou art named? Muſt 
ſhe be made to mourn the day which 
was once her joy? Angels will behold 
your progreſs with delight; they will 
rejoice in miniſtring unto you; they are 
ready to receive you into their number, 
when-ybur courſe is finiſhed. God him- 
&}f regards you with {miles of compla- 
eency; He is ever ready to aſſiſt, to 
_ counſel, to protect, to receive you. Let 
there be Joy 1 in heaven concerning you. 
_ now is the n for laying the 


38 foun- 


8227 


nie Sor: row Don * Sido ot 


But har do I ſee? Thas y auchlul 


r — 
andi ſo horrid! Unhappy youth, the de- 
pravity: of thy - Heart. 39 painted tin thy 


Rigi or HANNA He 
: angilarion- l wſeful: r 
Age comfortoble death. 1078 alf: N 


foralead. The ſight of thy on daunte- 


„ 
3 


0 
— whos * . N — ; 
_ 
. o 


nance filleththee with borrourf. Shame 


and remorſe are pteying on the marrow 
2 in thy bones. In the hours! of ſblitude 


and xetirentent, ſtretched on thy bed, to 


which ſleep is a ſtranger, thou art con- 
Qrained to feflect on the wretchedneſs 
of thy condition; thou faeleſt thyſelf 


unworthy of the praiſes: beftowediupon 


thee, by the partiality of thoſe:who-know | 


thee not: thou bluſheft in ſecret, and art 
filled with indignation againſt thyſelf, on 


calling to remembrance the innocence 


and ſimplicity of happier days. Thou 
giveſt up thyſelf as loſt. No, young 
man, do not abandon tiryſelf to deſpair: 
add not this to thy other offences; there 


| is help for thee, let it ge. animate thy 
Oeuragt. Though raſt down; +thod' 
"WF . "+225 MC 


LEO. 


58 ure 69 ] nm 
altre nat deſtroyed #5) Elowever debaſed 


— that face, it is in ober to amet; 


to ennoble it. Thou wert not deſtined 
always to «Famkin! inLidedecnethild, 
npr-/couldeſt-thou by” ſtümblfrig⸗ and 
falling thou wert tobe inſtructed how 
to walk and to run Mert thou wounds | 
ed and bruiſed; wert tou plunged into 
the-abyſs.?! there is: an alm nigh HEN 
ichs able to raiſe thee-up ;totrengths 
en and ta heal thee ! NMultitudes' like 
thyſelf have bern recovered, reſtored, 
eſtabliſnedꝰ As a father pitieth His 
children, ſo the Lord” will have merey 
upon thee; and forgive; and receive thee. 
The impure „ the profane, the blaſ. 
phemer, the chief of ſinners; Have re- 
pented; have returned, huee found fal 
wur and there is hopealſo concerning! 
thee. Only, for the Lord's fake; a, 
for thy ſoułs ſake, proceed no farthierg 
perſevereq no longer in anf evitieourſe; 
One fp forward hay be fatal; to- 
| morioy may find thee in the plate avere 
theres is: noi hope: i Behold u is the 
n behdlcb ud is the day 


ns. — :: 06g. 
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A offalvation” of Seki the Amd de Eg 7. | 
5 le may be A un upon him — | 


While he lis near“ The | wind is 
N — a5 40. b rages, thou art 
0 beginning to ſink A thau art ready to 
periſh; but ſhalt not, » whilſt thou art 
-able to exclaim, Lord, ſave me:” for 
tbehold'** a very preſenti help in:trouble;” 
that helping hand: which ſnatched Peter 
from the roaring gulf. — And imme- 
diately Jeſus ſtretched forth his hand, 
e and caught him, and ſaid unto bim, 
-<©Othou EINER ee ddt 
ne Aeudef ss 2 hy 
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91 — che ih calling upon adi 
rents, and guardians, and inſtructors of 
youth, ſeriouſly to conſider the import- 
ance of the truſt committed unto! them; 

and to diſcharge it under a ſenſe of re- 
Aponhbility to God, to their pupils, to 
their country. The hiſtory under re- 
view preſſes one point upon you, as of 
SE! moment, and Oy" connected 


d XIV. 31. 5 


vol. M with 
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Lk. or. with! tis article of education and con- 
ſegqzuent improvement; I mean the ſtudy 


of the happy, but difficult medium, be- 
tween exceſſive indulgence, and oppreſ- 
five: ſeverity. The ſteady firmneſs of 
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, furniſhes 
an uſeful example. If ever there was a 
child in danger of being corrupted- by 
indulgence, it was he. But no ſymptom 
of it appears. He is treated as a mere 
ordinary lad, and from his earlieſt years, 
to old age, evinces, by his conduct, the 
excellence of the precepts, and the ſtea- 
dineſs of the diſcipline which formed 
his character, and laid the foundation of 
his eminence. He leaves home, and 
parts with his parents, while yet a child, 
with manly fortitude. Already under 
habits of ſubmiſhon to parental autho- 
_ rity, he cheerfully transfers that ſub- 
miſſion to a ſtranger, to Eli. Untainted 
by imaginary terrours, the darknefs. of 
the night, the folemnity of the houſe 
of the Lord, filence and ſolitude, and 
ſleep diſturbed by extraordinary and 
unſcaſonable voices, excite in him no 


filly 


; 


ts renz or KANNAB. 65 : 
Ay, apprehenſion; draw. from im, NO. LET 


childiſn complaint, deter him from the. = 
performance of no duty. In all this we 
cannot but recognize the, wiſdom, the 


A 43 


| "conſtancy, the. fortitude of his excellent 


mother. Had ſhe been fooliſhly fond, 


he had been peeviſh, and petulant, and 


timid, and diſcontented. Take a leſſon 3 
from her, ye mothers. of. young children. 
IE you would have theſe children happy, ; 


they muſt, betimes be inured to ſubjec- | 


tion, to prwation, to reſtraint. To mul- 


tiply their deſires by unbounded gratifi- 


cation, is the ſure way to multiply their 
future pains; and mortifications. Reduce 


their Wants and wiſhes to the ſtandard 
of nature, and you proportionably en- 

large their ſphere of enjoy ment. Let 
them contract no fear but that of offend- 
ing God, and of- committing. Ain, Let 


them learn to conſider all places, all 
. ſeaſons, all ſituations as equal, when 


duty calls. Impreſs on their opening 
minds the two great precepts on which 
* hang all the law and the prophets, 
to did the Lord their God, and their 
1 1 Mme fellow- 
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pe fide Leidse infant it 
2to the Fred" efflittle children, ide 1 

. "Saviour'of mailkind;tothe'knowledge, 
che belief, the love, æhe hope, the cĩ. 
ſolatiöns of the Goſpel, and thereby 
1 ny rom paths rwhereity de- 
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f be e Thurtkier, a un- 
Nücly⸗ end of Elis ſons, on the other 
and, afford a ſolemn admonition of the 
-tievitably:rumous effeets of unbounded. 
-iridblgenceto che pafſtons and caprices bf 
youth. Held they been early hahituated 
to che wholefome reſtraints of piety, de- 
ceney and juſtiee, they could not ha ve 
become thus criminal, nor would thave 
periſned thus miſerably. In the exceſſes 
which they eommitted, we clearly ſee 
the relaxed government, the ecareleſs 
inſpettion, the unbounded licentiouſneſs 
nof their father's houſe. Neglect, in this 
caſe, occaſioned the miſchief. And the 
inejleRed feld-will ſoortbe over- run with 
nexious weeds, chough you ſow, deſign. 
ech no poor in it. Fathers, ſee to it 
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QI! Sn -... that 


usr ME ä 
that your inſtrustions FRY thot. LE Tr 


your. deportment he regular, that your 
diſcipline be "SAR 8 0 nothing! 
unimportant th t. affetts are and, 
een chaxal er of 3 5 e Fa 
will go fo far, example will, g. jar . 
büt authority. malt, ſupport. and.e enforce, 

both the one and the other. You cannot, 
indeed, | compaunicate-! the Spirit ob grace, 


but you can certainly form youth 0 


habits of. d decency: and order; ©; 2 and habj. . 


tua decenęy is nearly allied 1g virtues, 


— 
" * 


ang,may_imperceptibly improve into, it, 


wr a 


Do, your s 0 1 5 . US, ph, ner 


15 10 F 3%} 5010 of 1 7 


Kew 10 7 not box neeellary. to. 10 5 


a ſhort word of: caution agginſt the ap- 


poſite extreme, that of exceſſiye ſeverity. 
to offending. youth? This indeed is not 


ſo common as. corruptive indulgence; 
but this too exiſts. ; Hoy, many Pro; 


miſing young, men have been forcedintg 8 
-& continuance, in an evil. courſe, hay Ve. 


been driven. to deſperation, | ve become 


40 * hardened .through the decentulneſs of 


Mmg n,“ 
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1 1 2 1. 4 6,” beck dhe bin det esel | 
ED Find no" erty” Betatife a" father armed 


himfelf"' wg inflexible,” bhrelenting” 
tbe a flighter” Seiner p : Alas, = 
how many amiable; excellent, promiſing 
7 | Women "have been loft to God, 
pt d to 0 have been 


b Ch mother 10 K heart K ae 8 
4 Penitencz West her native refuge 
8 0 refuge to” the'milerable? She 
yt" to her own, but her own re- 
| ceived her not.” 8 "Taffatices, however, 
might be produced of wiſer conduct, 
And happ jor conſequences ; * of mercy 

Seh an nd the wanderer reclaimed; © 
of human parents workin 8 together with 
4 the Father of mercies, and ſucceed- 
ing, in rekindling the ſacred flame of 
virtue, in reſtoring. peace to the troubled 


* 189 


breaſt,” in  Tecoyering the fallen, to repu- 
kation, to piety, to comfort, to uſeful- 
neſs. 80 long as God waiteth to be 
_ gracious,” rely it well becomes man 


do 


uro or ANN AH. 1 533. PS 


to put on bowels al, mercies, kind l. N * * 
« neſs, meekneſs, long · ſuffering, forbear-.. — 7 
_ «ance, forgiveneſs, and c arity,. high. 

40 is the bond of nn cl nog 
Thus * 5 I finiſhed what . 

in attempting to delineate the female 
Character, by inſtatces taken from the, 

Sacred Record. In theſe, and in, the 15 
caſe of every virtuous woman, we ſee 
the great Creator's deſign fully juſtifed, 
in making for man an help meet fort 
„ him.“ That which is neceſſary cannot 
be deſpiſed; that which is uſeful ought 
to be: valued; that which iss excellent hy 
commands reſpe&; ; that which is im- 
proveable calls for, cultivation. Bad 
men only revile ande undervalue the 
other ſex: the weak and ignorant idolize 
and worſhip it. The man of ſenſe and 
virtue conſiders woman as his equal, 
his companion, his friend, and treats her 
accordingly; for friendſhip. excludes 


equally; inveRtive and flattery. In the 


education and treatment of females, too 
much attention has, perhaps, been paid 
10 * | 5 * 0 -" "00 - 
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ne * toe W hy ſhould they be for ever 'rec- 
= minded that they are females, while it is 


of ſo much more importance to impreſs 
upon their minds, that they are reaſon- 

able beings, endowed with human facul- 
ies, faculties capable. of perverſion or 
of improvement and that they are ac- 


- _ cduntable to God for them? Where. 
fore obſtfuct toithens one path to uſeful? 


x knowledge, one ſburce of rational im- 
provementi or of harmleſs enjoyment? 
If they are deſpiſed they wilh become: 
_ deſpicable; Preated either as ſla ves or 
as angels, they: ceaſe to be companions. 


Prize them and: they will become eſti: 


mable; call forth their intellectual pow | 
ers, and the empire? of ſcience! will be 
enen and improved. BO ee 


- aha let thee: learn bende 'eal 
Value, importance, and reſpetiabihty 
__ conſiſt; Not in receiving'hotmape;- but 
ir meriting approbationʒ not/in{hining; 
but im uſeful employment; not in pubs 
lic eminence, but in domeſtic: dignity; 
in acquiring and maintaining. influence, 
8 wa 
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not by pretenſion, vehemence or trick, LECT: "4 x 


which are eaſily ſeen through, and al.? 


ways fail, but by good temper, perſe- 
verance in well- n and che practice b 
of unfeigned . . 
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A Tranflatio n, from the: HERE = ee 
1 8 Letters to . German Prin- 0 


ceſs, (che Princeſs JAxpart Dzssav, 7 
Nas to Frederick 1155 King of ae | 
on different Subjects in Noe and 


5 Philoſophy, with Additions, by the Mar- 


4 142 


quis DE CONDORCET and v DE LA. Cro1K, 
in 4 * vols, Ottavo. JT he. 3 


= BOA OPIN, 

Arie 80 2 DY Iſl? et oitw 
"Publiſhed by t le ante Author, 0422.1 

hk, Sacred, Biography, or the, Lives, 
of the Patriarchs, from Adam to Moſes, 


incluſively. in 5 Vol. Octavo, with a 
copious Index. Price 11. 108. 150 all 


had of che Author, and.]. Murray, 5 i 
3541 (1G HOT 5010 1 4 1 | | 

un The Succeſs of the Goſpel, 3 OL 
* Miniſtration of weak and ſinful e * 


a Proof of the Power, Wiſdom, and 9 5 | 
Goodneſs, of God. A Sermon preached | 
at the. Nedipation: of, the Rev. Charles. — 
| Nicholſon, A. M. date Miniſter of the 
Britiſh Church at Amſterdam. Price. 155 1 
To be had of the Author; bs note | | 
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| Publiſh 5 the fame Author. 


kw The\Brevity,"\Udcertainty; and | 
Importanterof: Human Life, a Sermon 
Fached 9 on Occaſion of the ſudden 
td "of. the, late Reverend George 
5 rere Miniſter at. Hammerſmith. 
Price ce 6g. To. be ad of the e 
No 4. Murray. Roe” 
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Iv. he butf and Uſifilhet of com. 
memorating National 'Deliverances, a 
Sermon preached before the Gentlemen 
Vvho ſupport the Lords Day Morning 
Lecture" at Little St. Helen's, Bifhopſ- 


gates Street. Price cd. "TX be had: 0. 
the” Author. R 

i eee, ef 4 
ho Compaſſion to Poor Brethren re- 
commemded, in la Sermon preached be- 
fore the Scottiſh Corporation c on the An- 
wivetfary: off tlie Feaſt of St! Andrew. 
Price'64. © To be had I of the Author, - 
vp The Taberfistle of Godwith Men. 
| A'Setmon'preathed at the opening of a 
Mteting-Fibuft in Marſn-Strect, Wal- 
thamſtow. Prite 1& To be had of the 
Author, and Peg 1% ben d a 


